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PREFACE 


For  much  valuable  information  in  this  volume  acknowl¬ 
edgement  is  due  to  “Abstracts  From  Records  of  Augusta 
County,  Virginia,”  by  Dr.  Lyman  Chalkley,  Dean  of  the 
College  of  Law,  Kentucky  University;  “Historical 
Sketches  of  North  Carolina,”  by  Col.  John  H.  Wheeler; 
“Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina,”  by  William  L. 
Saunders;  “State  Records  of  North  Carolina,”  by  Judge 
Walter  Clark,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North 
Carolina;  Hayden’s  “Virginia”;  “History  of  Rockbridge 
County,  Virginia,”  by  Orin  F.  Morton;  James  G.  South¬ 
all’s  “Genealogy  of  the  Cocke  Family  in  Virginia,”  St. 
Louis  Globe-Democrat ;  much  material  that  was  worth¬ 
while  and  not  quoted  word  for  word  was  gathered  from  so 
many  sources  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  name 
them  all.  Valuable  data  were  taken  from  histories  which 
are  now  out  of  print,  such  as  the  “History  of  Greene 
County,  Missouri,”  1883;  “History  of  Tennessee,”  1886; 
“Early  Settlers  of  Alabama,”  by  Col.  James  E.  Saunders, 
and  other  publications. 

Acknowledgement  is  especially  due  to  Mr.  William  H. 
Bason,  Genealogist,  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  for  care¬ 
ful  selection  of  material;  to  Mr.  Norman  H.  Newell, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Superior  Court,  Warrenton,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  Miss  Charlotte  Easton,  Deputy  Clerk  of  Superior 
Court,  Oxford,  North  Carolina,  who  found  so  many  im¬ 
portant  records  among  loose  and  musty  Court  Papers ;  to 
Mr.  E.  AT.  Lynch,  Deputy  Clerk  of  Superior  Court,  Orange 
County,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Edgar  Lemar  Smith  of 
Washington,  Georgia;  Tyler’s  Quarterly  Historical  Maga¬ 
zine;  and  to  William  N  Mary  Quarterly,  Mrs.  John  Dunn 
of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  Virginia  Magazine  of 
History  for  valuable  original  records  and  information  that 
would  have  been  otherwise  inaccessible  to  the  author. 
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The  author  further  acknowledges  with  grateful  appre¬ 
ciation  permission  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society  to 
use  a  photograph  of  “Hayes  Barton/’  home  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  seat  of  the  Dukes  of  Devon,  and  permission  of 
Mr.  R.  A.  Lancaster,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  to  reproduce  his  photograph  of  Flower  de  Hun¬ 
dred  on  Tames  River  which  appears  in  his  charming  book, 
“Historic  Virginia  Homes  And  Gardens.”  Flower  de 
Hundred  was  the  plantation  seat  of  Elizabeth  Taylor,  wife 
of  Captain  Henry  Duke,  and  of  many  of  her  ancestors. 
The  pen-and-ink  sketch  of  the  home  of  William  P.  Davison 
which  was  built  in  1885/6  was  made  by  his  fourteen-year- 
old  son  Charles  H.  Davison  about  1888/9  when  tall 
bicycles,  gaslights,  wells  and  pumps  were  still  in  use  in 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Photographs  of  the  original  mar¬ 
riage  bonds  are  from  the.  North  Carolina  Historical  Com¬ 
mission.  There  is  a  photograph  of  an  original  paper, 
dated  1779,  of  the  findings  of  the  jurors  in  the  case  of 
Philemon  Hawkins  vs  Osborn  Ball,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  the  likeness  of  the  letters  r  i  and  D  in  the  signatures 
of  Britain  and  Burwell  Duke,  brothers. 

J.M. 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
17  April  1940 
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CHAPTER  I 


William  Duke  of  Charles  City  County,  Virginia 

(Died  1678) 

Charles  City  County  was  one  of  the  original  shires  into 
which  the  Colony  of  Virginia  was  divided  in  1634.  It  is 
known  that  Westover  Hundred,  Wevnoake  Hundred,  and 
Charles  City  Hundred  were  early  settlements  within  its 
bounds  and  that  they  were  destroyed  or  injured  by  the 
Indians  in  the  great  massacre  of  1622.  The  parishes  were 
Westover,  Wevnoake,  each  divided  by  the  James  River 
into  two  parts,  and  Martin’s  Brandon,  a  very  old  parish. 
But  hardly  anything  else  is  known  of  the  early  history  of 
Charles  City,  most  of  the  court  books  having  been  lost 
through  carelessness  of  clerks,  frequent  changes  of  the 
courthouses,  and  the  destruction  of  two  wars. 

Fortunately,  however,  a  little  information  has  been  gath¬ 
ered  from  various  sources  of  some  of  those  who  lived  in 
the  county  during  the  first  century  of  its  Colonial  existence. 
Among  these  Thomas  Grendon,  Sr.,  and  his  grandson 
Thomas  Grendon,  Jr.;  Thomas  Stegge,  Sr.,  and  his  son 
Thomas  Stegge,  Jr. ;  the  first  Colonel  William  Byrd  of 
Virginia;  William  Duke,  all  kinsmen,  and  Nathaniel  Ba¬ 
con  whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Duke,  daughter  of  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  of  Benhall,  Brampton,  and  Worlingham,  England, 
are  of  interest  to  this  account. 

Thomas  Grendon,  Sr.,  of  London,  merchant,  resided 
frequently  in  Virginia,  where  in  1632-1633  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  Smyth’s  Mount  and  Hog 
Island.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stegge,  widow  of  Thomas 
Stegge,  Sr.  Thomas  Stegge,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  were  the 
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parents  of  Grace  Stegge  who  married  John  Byrd,  gold¬ 
smith  of  London.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  first 
Colonel  William  Byrd  of  Virginia,  father  of  William 
Byrd,  author  of  Westover  Papers  and  founder  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Petersburg,  Virginia.  Thomas  Grendon,  Jr., 
married  Sarah,  widow  of  Colonel  Thomas  Stegge,  Jr. 

William  Duke  married  Hannah  Grendon,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Thomas  Grendon,  Sr.  In  his  will,  dated  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1678,  Thomas  Grendon,  Sr.,  mentions  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Hannah  Duke  (page  19). 

When  William  Duke  married  Hannah  Grendon,  before 
1672,  she  was  the  widow  of  William  Bird  of  Martin’s 
Brandon,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Charles  City  County,  Au¬ 
gust  3,  1663.  She  must  have  been  Bird’s  second  wife. 
He  was  no  doubt  a  relative  of  Colonel  William  Byrd  of 
Virginia.  In  his  “Virginia  Genealogies,5'  Hayden  says 
that  the  Arms  of  John  Byrd  are  now  borne  in  England  by 
the  family  of  Thomas  Bird,  Alderman  and  Mayor.  Wil- 
liam  Bird  of  Charles  City  County  had  a  son  Thomas  Bird 
who  in  his  will,  dated  January  21,  1687,  recorded  in  Surry 
County,  gave  his  son  Thomas  “my  Silver  bole  &  Tankard 
&  my  Seal  Ring.”  After  William  Duke’s  death,  in  1678, 
his  widow  married  Captain  William  Archer.  According 
to  the  will  of  Colonel  Thomas  Grendon,  Jr.  (proved  1685), 
W  illiam  Duke  was  her  third  husband,  her  first  being 
Thomas  Jennings  of  London  by  whom  she  had  one  son, 
Thomas  Jennings,  Jr. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  pages,  William  Duke 
was  one  of  Nathaniel  Bacon’s  ardent  supporters.  In  fact, 
many  of  his  kinsmen  were  actively  engaged  in  the  Rebel¬ 
lion. 


Taken  from  the  Defence  of  Col.  Edward  Hill  (Winder 
Papers,  Virginia  State  Library,  and  published  in  The  Vir¬ 
ginia  Magazine  of  History)  : 
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Volume  4 
Article  11 

That  by  reason  of  the  violation  &  little  regard  was 
had  aforesd  either  by  maties  or  Sr  Wiilm  Berkley’s  procla¬ 
mation  of  pardon  to  the  persons  &  estates  of  dyvers  of 
those  of  us  as  aforesd  that  had  actually  laid  hold  of  them, 
and  the  great  danger  and  trouble  such  p’sons  (notwith¬ 
standing  such  layeing  hold)  underwent  &  suffered,  we  the 
people  of  this  county  being  generally  as  guilty  as  others, 
were  under  such  terrors  and  fears  of  the  like  paines  and 
troubles  that  we  darest  not  complaine  to  the  late  assembly 
of  any  of  our  grievances,  nor  of  the  legall  choyce  or  returne 
that  was  made  of  Burgesses  to  serve  us  in  the  sd  assembly, 
neither  darest  the  p’sons  that  were  intrusted  with  the  de¬ 
livery  and  prosecution  of  oure  petition  to  the  assembly 
drawne  up  to  that  purpose  deliver  the  same,  or  make 
knowne  any  of  our  grievances  to  the  assembly  for  the  rea¬ 
sons  aforesd. 

\Y  ee  the  subscribers  having  been  desired  &  requested 
thereunto  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  county,  convened  at 
Westover  in  sd.  county  for  that  purpose,  doe  present  this 
theire  humble  remonstrance,  and  address  to  his  Maties 
hounble  Commissn  for  Virginia  affairs,  this  10th  day  of 
May,  1677. 

Bernd  Sykes 
James  Mings 
James  Biss 
Nich.  Wyat 
YVm.  Duke 
Thom.  Blayton 


From  Volume  ,3,  pages  145,  147  : 

Besides  the  unlawful  proceedings  of  the  s’d  Hill  about  the 
estate  of  Thomas  Grendon,  of  which  yo’  Honrs  are  already 
partly  informed,  and  besides  the  s’d  I  fill’s  placeing  and  con- 
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stituteing  the  s’d  Grendon’s  House  a  Prison,  keeping 
therein  (guard  and  all)  about  thirty  persons  for  the  space 
of  three  weeks,  killing  of  his  stock  and  destroying  his  pro¬ 


visions,  and  converting  other  of  to  the  use  of  himselfe  and 
family  to  the  great  wrong  and  oppression  of  the  s’d  Gren- 

don  Hee  the  s’d  Hill  unlawfully  and  unwarrantably  seized 

✓  * 

the  goods,  etc.  Signed  May  10,  1677. 

Bern’d  Sykes 


James  Minge 
Tho.  Blayton 
N.  Wyatt 

Wm.  Dicke  (Wm.  Duke) 
Thos.  Grendon 
James  Biss 


Edward  Hill’s  Complaint  Against  William  Duke 
Whom  Pie  Accuses  Of  Causing  The  First  Christian 
Blood  To  Be  Shed  In  Bacon’s  Rebellion, 

Thomas  Grendon’s  Wife  and  Others. 


Edward  Hill  in  answere  to  diverse  fals  scandalous 
articles  draune  up  against  him  by  the  hands,  cunning, 
skill  &  Industry  of  James  Minge  &  Thomas  Blay¬ 
ton  delivered  yor  honnrs  in  the  behalf,  &  as  from  the 
people  of  Charles  City  County  humbly  answearith  : 

.  .  .  and  now  (my  hand  is  in)  let  me  begg  yor  hounors 
patience  to  tell  you  the  merits  &  worth  of  the  subscribers, 
and  for  Mr.  Biss,  besides  the  giveing  and  takeing  Bacons 
oathe  he  was  one  of  Bacons  Captains,  led  men  to  Tonne  in 
Armes,  when  the  Governr  came  first  from  Accomake,  and 
though  he  then  ran  away  as  well  as  the  rest,  yet  after  that 
tooke  new  courage  and  raised  men  to  oppose  the  Governr 
and  that  (without  Coulier  of  power  or  shew  thereof)  fas 
they  charge  me)  from  his  Genii  Wyat  from  the  beginning 
as  opposer  of  the  Governrs  comands  as  by  his  letters  to  me 
will  appeare,  but  when  Bacon  had  his  commission  tooke 
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about  forty  soldiers,  his  drum  and  coullers,  and  waites  on 
Bacon  to  the  falls,  where  his  drum,  coullers  and  soldiers 
are  taken  from  him  and  the  gentleman  sent  back  naked 
with  shame. 

Mr.  Duke  was  one  of  Bacons  good  Justices  in  hasten¬ 
ing,  forwarding,  taking  and  giving  of  Bacon’s  oathe,  and 
because  Bacons  Captain  Nevet  Wheeler  should  not  want 
force  to  light  &  destroy  the  Governrs  soldiers,  sends  two 
of  his  owne  servants- that  shed  the  first  Christian  blood, 
and  also  before  that  sent  one  to  goe  with  Bacon  the  Occa- 
neechee  march,  and  for  Mr.  Bernard  Sykes,  he  was  Mr. 
Blands  great  friend  in  helping  him  to  raise  men  to  force 
the  Commission.  And  after  that  to  be  one  of  Ingrams 
representatives  and  all  for  the  Kings  good  servis. 

As  for  Mr.  Grendon  although  he  was  not  in  the  coun- 
try,  yet  his  good  wife  was,  &  therefore  is  engaged,  but  I 
shall  be  silent  and  let  me  begg  yor  hounrs  not  to  blame 
me  for  only  touching  the  faults  of  these  my  enemyes,  when 
yor  hounrs  see  it  is  and  hath  been  theire  study  soe  falsly 
to  criminate  me.  (Same  source.) 

From  Virginia  Magazine  of  History, 

Volume  35,  page  229 : 

‘Sarah  Stegge  Grindon,  Byrd’s  aunt-in-law,  appears  to 
have  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  Bacon’s  Rebellion,  as  an 
“Act  of  Indemnitie  and  Pardon,”  passed  by  the  Assembly 
Feb.  1676-7  includes  among  exemptions  “Sarah  Grendon 
the  wife  (and  now  attorney  of  Thomas  Grendon)  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Phelps,  who  were  great  encouragers  and  assistors  in 
the  late  horrid  rebellion,  shall  have  no  other  benefitt  of  this 
present  act,  but  are  and  shall  be  lyable  to  suffer  and  pay 
such  paines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  not  extending  to 
life,  as  by  the  next  general  assembly,  or  upon  a  legall  trvall 
before  the  right  honorable  the  governor  and  Council  shall 
be  thought  ht  and  convenient.”  ’ 


r i  ■  ■ 
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The  will  of  George  Harris  is  in  Volume  12  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Magazine  of  History,  with  the  following  note: 

-  “Sarah,  widow  of  George  Harris  married  again  Thomas 
Stegge,  Jr.,  Auditor  of  Virginia,  and  after  his  death  she 
married  Thomas  Grendon  who  died  in  1685.  She  got  into 
trouble  by  her  ardent  support  of  Nathaniel  Bacon.” 

Thomas  Stegge,  Sr. 

Thomas  Stagg  or  Stegg  was  long  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  the  Colony  and  was  a  resident  sometimes  in 
England  and  sometimes  in  the  Colony.  He  was  burgess 
for  Charles  City  and  Speaker  of  the  House  at  the  session 
of  March  1642-3  (Hening).  On  June  3,  1650,  in  the  com¬ 
mission  issued  by  the  King  from  Breda,  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  Council  (Cal.  Eng.  Col.  State 
Papers,  Vol.  1),  but  was  evidently  friendly  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  for  in  August,  1651,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  sent  to  reduce  Virginia  and  Maryland.  He 
embarked  on  the  frigate  John  and  was  lost  at  sea,  to¬ 
gether  with  Captain  Denis,  another  commissioner  (ibid). 

The  will  of  Thomas  Stegge,  Sr.,  is  dated  October  6, 
1651,  and  was  proved  July  4,  1652.  By  it  he  bequeathed 
most  of  his  estate  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  to  his  two  chil¬ 
dren,  his  daughter  Grace,  wife  of  John  Byrd,  citizen  and 
goldsmith  of  London,  and  his  son  Thomas  Stegge  of  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Colonel  Thomas  Stegge,  Jr.,  was  a  rich  merchant  and 
owner  of  trading  ships,  a  Councilor,  Auditor  General  of 
Virginia,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Governor,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Berkely.  He  owned  land  at  The  Falls,  on  both  sides 
of  the  river.  A  rough  drawing  of  his  home,  which  was  on 
the  south  side,  may  be  seen  on  a  plat  in  Byrd’s  “Title 
Book.”  Pie  died  in  1671,  leaving  his  vast  estate  to  his 
nephew  William  Byrd  (first  of  the  name),  son  of  his 
sister  Grace  Stegge  and  her  husband  John  Byrd  of  Lon¬ 
don.  In  “Richmond  Its  People  and  Its  Story,”  Alary 

Newton  Stanard  savs  that  William  Bvrd  was  a  nineteen- 
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year-old  youth  at  the  time  of  his  uncle’s  death  and  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  Virginia,  presumably  in  Colonel  Stegge’s  home  at 
The  Falls.  His  son  Colonel  William  Byrd  was  the  found¬ 
er  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  the  author  of  Westover 
Papers,  one  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  1728  to  lay 
the  boundary  line  between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 
His  home  was  the  beautiful  estate  of  Westover  on  James 
River. 

The  first  Colonel  William  Byrd  and  his  wife  Mary 
Horsmanden  are  buried  at  Westover.  Their  son  is  buried 
in  the  garden. 

In  an  article  entitled  “Letters  of  the  Byrd  Family”  in 
the  Virginia  Magazine  of  History,  Volume  6,  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“I  desire  Mr.  Thomas  Grindon  of  London  to  pay  unto 
my  said  wife  or  her  order  as  soon  as  conveniently  he  may 
after  her  advice  received  all  such  sums  of  money  as  are 
due,  belonging  or  appertaining  to  me  in  his  hands  or 
custody. 

To  my  dearest  mother  Elizabeth  Grindon,  wife  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Grindon,  citizen  of  London,  twenty  pounds  ster¬ 
ling  yearly,  etc.,  during  her  life.” 

These  paragraphs  appear  to  have  been  abstracted  from 
the  will  of  Thomas  Stegge,  Jr.,  which  was  proved  May  15. 
1671.  He  left  portions  of  his  estate  to  his  wife  Sarah,  to 
his  mother  Elizabeth,  then  the  wife  of  Thomas  Grendon 
of  London,  and  to  his  sister  Grace  Byrd,  and  the  rest  of  his 
property  in  England  and  Virginia  to  his  nephew  William, 
son  of  John  and  Grace  (Stegge)  Byrd. 

Colonel  Thomas  Grendon,  Sr. 

In  1626  Edward  Grindon  was  included  in  a  list  (Hot- 
ten)  as  owning  150  acres  at  Tappahanna  over  against 
James  City,  which  he  had  planted.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses  in  1625,  a  session  which  is  not 
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noticed  by  Hening,  but  is  in  Sainsbury’s  Abstracts  of  Eng¬ 
lish  Records,  now  in  the  Virginia  State  Library.  His 
land  appears  from  a  later  patent  to  have  been  inherited  by 
Thomas  Grendon  or  Grindon  of  London,  merchant,  who 
often  lived  in  Virginia  where,  in  1632-1633,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  “Smyth’s  Mount,” 
the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  Hog  Island. 

In  16-49  Thomas  Grendon  sold  land  in  Tames  City  which 
had  been  patented  by  Edward  Grendon  in  1620.  Thomas 
Grenden  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Colonel  Thomas 
Stegge,  Sr.,  of  Virginia  and  London,  and  left  a  son 
(grandson)  Thomas  Grendon  of  Westover  Parish,  Charles 
City  County,  Virginia,  who  was  justice  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  commanding  the  horse  in  that  county  in  1680. 
(Abstracted  from  Virginia  Magazine  of  History,  1894, 
page  226.)  Thomas  Grendon,  Jr.,  married  Sarah,  widow 
of  Colonel  Thomas  Stegge,  Jr.,  and  died  at  sea  in  1684-5 
without  issue. 

Will  of  Thomas  Grendon,  Sr.  (Abstracts  of  English 
Wills  Communicated  by  Mr.  Gerald  Fothergill,  1 1  Bres- 
sells  Road,  New  Wandsworth,  London),  in  which  he  men¬ 
tions  his  daughter  Hannah  Duke : 


Abstract  of  Will  of  Thomas  Grendon,  of  Dukes 
Place,  Cittizen  &  Draper  of  London,  dated  15  Dec.  1678. 


To  Mr.  John  Harding  Cittizen  &  Grocer  of  London  & 
Mr.  Robert  Coe  Cittizen  &  Goldsmith  of  London  whome 
I  make  ex’ors  &  trustees  my  land  in  Fultherley  in  Shens- 
ton,  Co.  Stafford. 


By  deed  dated  17  Nov.  1678  1  have  given  unto  Thomas 
Grendon  my  grandson  all  those  lands  &  houses  as  in  the 
deed  appear,  that  is  to  say  the  savd  Thomas  Grendon  my 
grandchild  now  in  Virginia  for  his  life  &  after  his  decease 
to  his  heyrs  &  for  default  of  such  heyrs  then  to  Thomas 
Jennings  my  grandson,  son  of  Thomas  Jennings  late  of 
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London,  Distiller  &  for  default  of  issue  unto  Rebeckah 
Synionds  wife  of  John  Symonds,  Upholster  &  to  Thomas 
Symonds  son  of  my  said  grandchild  Rebeckah. 

To  grandchild  Thomas  Jennings  50  Lbs.  To  Rebeckah 
Symonds  50  Lbs.  To  Hannah  Duke,  my  daughter  in 
Virginia,  10  Lbs.  in  full  of  her  part.  To  my  ex’ors,  10 
Lbs.  each. 

1  give  one  third  of  the  residue  to  my  wife  Elizabeth  & 
the  other  two  thirds  between  Thomas  Grendon,  Thomas 
Jennings  &  Rebeckah  Symonds  my  grandchildren. 

Witnesses,  Samuell  Stringer,  Nowell  Bassano.  Sealed 
4  April  1679;  proved  in  the  P.  C.  C.,  29,  Oct.,  16S0. 
(Vir.  Mag.  of  His.  Vol.  14.) 

In  England  at  this  time  the  trades  were  in  high  repute. 
The  younger  sons  of  the  proudest  nobles  resorted  to  the 
cities  and  became  tailors,  grocers,  coopers,  weavers,  etc. 
The  merchants  while  not  calling  themselves  “gentlemen” 
still  clung  to  the  coat-of-arms  which  descended  from  their 
ancestors.  The  possession  of  land  restored  the  old  title 
of  gentleman,  and  land  was  easy  to  get  in  Virginia.  (Wil¬ 
liam  &  Alary  Quarterly,  Vol.  4.) 

Thomas  Grendon,  Jr.,  mentions  his  aunt,  Hannah 
Duke,  now  Airs.  Hannah  Archer.  His  will  dated  23rd  of 
January  1683-4,  and  proved  April  4,  1685,  has  been  print¬ 
ed  in  Mr.  Waters’  Gleanings  (New  England  H.  &  G.  Reg. 
XLIV,  94.)  In  it  he  gives  his  wife  Sarah  1,500  lbs.  ster¬ 
ling  out  of  his  personal  estate  in  Virginia,  or  if  necessary 
from  money  due  him  in  England ;  or  80  lbs.  per  annum 
out  of  the  yearly  rent  of  his  real  estate  in  Furtherly  als 
Fartherly,  in  the  parish  of  Shenton,  County  of  Stafford, 
England,  and  in  Hidefield  in  the  said  County.  Other 
legatees  are  William  Byrd,  Jr.,  of  Virginia ;  Cousin  Thom¬ 
as  Jennings  of  London,  merchant,  son  of  Thomas  Jen¬ 
nings,  late  of  London,  distiller;  provided  said  Jennings 
paid  to  “my  aunt,  his  mother,  Airs.  Hannah  Archer,  now 
wife  of  Captain  William  Archer,  of  Charles  City,  Vir- 
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ginia,”  10  lbs.  per  annum;  friends  Mr.  Robert  Coe  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Goldsmith;  Mr.  Thomas  Gower,  of  Edmington,  Mr. 
Abell  Gower  of  Virginia;  Hon.  Wm.  Byrd,  Esq.;  Win. 
Randolph  of  Henrico  County,  Virginia;  and  Mr.  Arthur 
North  and  Mr.  John  Harding  of  London.  Mentions  leases 
granted  March,  1656,  by  Wm.  Lord  Stafford,  Henry 
Earle,  of  Kingston  (On.  Earl  of  Kingston),  John  Earl,  of 
Thanett  Island  (Ou.  Earl  of  Thanett),  Wm.  Pierpont, 
Esq.,  etc,  to  his  late  grandfather  Thomas  Grendon, 
deceased.  (From  Virginia  Magazine  of  History.) 

From  Letters  of  the  First  Colonel  William  Byrd 

In  one  of  his  letters  Colonel  William  Byrd  says,  “Poor 
Coz  Grendon  dyed  at  Sea  ...  in  the  very  flower  of  his 
youth.” 

Letter  of  William  Byrd  to  His  Brother-in-Law, 

Daniel  Horsmanden 

Virga.  March  ye  31st  1685 

Dear  Bro : 

Yors  of  ye  6th  of  July  last  come  to  Hands  by  w:h  was 
glad  to  hear  of  yor  welfare,  for  one  letter  a  year  is  the  most 
I  have  reed  from  you,  therefore  wonder  you  should  blame 
mee  in  that  who  have  all  ways  doubled,  &  most  commonly 
trebled  yt  number.  My  wife  and  girls  are  in  health,  little 
Nutty  comes  herewith,  God  Send  her  well  to  you  &  I 
shall  not  doubt  your  kindness  to  her.  Poor  Coz  Grendon 
dyed  at  Sea  in  Octobr  last  &  ye  old  woman  finding  itt  not 
convenient  to  bee  alone  hath  marryed  one  mr  Edwd  Brain 
(a  Stranger)  in  January  last.  Capt.  Randolph  &  mr. 
Banister  present  their  Service  to  you  whom  wee  always 
remember  when  we  meet.  Pray  give  my  blessing  to  my 
Children  when  you  See  them,  wth  best  respects  &  Service 
to  all  where  its  due,  &  accept  ye  Same  yor  selfe  from 

Dear  Bro : 

Yor  affectionate  Bro :  &  Servant 

W.  B. 
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Colonel  Byrd’s  children  were  educated  in  England,  and 
“little  Nutty”  was  about  four  years  of  age  when  she  was 
sent  abroad  to  be  brought  up  by  her  mother’s  relatives. 

'  _  _ _  _ _ 


William  Duke  of  Martin's  Brandon,  Charles  City 

County,  Ya. 

“Mr.  Sherwood:  Pray  appear  and  Prosecute  ari  Action 
agt  Mr.  Richd  Welback  att  my  Suitt  as  Marrying  ye  relict 
of  Mr.  Bird  deed  att  ye  Next  Court  to  be  held  for  Surry 
County  &  what  ye  doe  therein  shall  be  allowed  by 

yr  friend 

Wm  Duke 

20th  Aug.  1672” 

(Surry  Co.,  Va.,  Record;  Bk.  2,  p.  19) 

“At  a  Court  held  at  Southwark  for  the  County  of 
Surry  25th  9br  1672  Judgment  granted  Wm  Duke  as 
Maringe  ye  Relict  of  Wm  Burd  agt :  Thos.  Busby  for 
paymt :  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  fox  skins  due  by  bill 
&  fifteene  shillings  sterling  with  costs  alias  exec :  but 
Liberty  granted  ye  sd  Busby  to  discount  what  he  can  make 
apeare  before  Capt.  Wyat  that  he  hath  satisfied  out  of 
ve  sd  Debt.”  (Order  Book  1671-1692,  p.  16,  Surrv  Co., 
Va.) 

“Mr.  Thomas  Busby 

Sr  I  would  desire  you  to  doe  me  the  favor  to  appeare 
at  Surry  Coert  in  my  behalfe,  to  Crave  Order  agt  Mr. 
Roger  Potter  &  Mr.  Henry  Briggs  both  wch  I  gave  order 
to  be  arrested  by  a  noate  sent  to  ye  high  Sherife  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  sonn  from  ye  house  of  mr  Wil¬ 
liam  Bookings  at  his  wife’s  funerall,  both  Mr.  Potters  bill 
&  Mr.  Briggs  acct  I  have  heere  Sent  you.  I  doe  Hereby 
impower  you  as  my  true  &  Lawful  Attorney  in  as  ample 
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manner  as  if  I  myselfe  were  psonally  prsent,  be  pleased  to 
give  me  an  accounte  of  this  by  the  first  opportunity  after 
the  Coert,  not  Else  at  prsent  but  remaine 

Yr  lo  friend  to  command 

Wm  Duke 

Aug  the  25  1675.” 

(Recorded  13th  7br  1675  Bk.  2,  p.  91) 

Captain  Nicholas  Wyat,  who  was  engaged  with  William 
Duke  in  Bacon's  Rebellion,  married  a  sister  of  William 
Rookings,  who  was  the  son  of  William  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  the  Bona  Nova.  The  sou  was  one  of  Bacon’s  Ma¬ 
jors.  He  was  “taken  in  open  rebellion”  and  adjudged  to 
death  at  a  court  held  at  Greene  Spring  on  January  24, 
1676-77 ;  but  died  in  prison  before  execution.  His  mother, 
Jane  Rookings,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  relative  of  Henry 
Randolph. 

Anthony  Wyatt,  father  of  Nicholas,  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses  from  Charles  City  in  1645,  1653, 
and  1656.  Nicholas  Wyatt  was  Captain  in  the  Charles 
City  Militia  in  1677. 

Record  Referring  to  the  Death  of  William  Duke 
and  Marriage  of  His  Widow  to  Capt.  Wm. 

Archer 

To  all  Xtiau  People  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come 

Greetings  Whereas  upon  the  one  &  twentieth  day  of  June 

in  ve  veare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  Seaventv 

. 

&  Seven  I  Tho.  Busby  of  Surry  Con.  did  barguaine  & 
Sell  unto  mr  wm  Duke  of  Martin  Brandon  one  Indyan 
Girle  of  about  Nine  yeares  of  age  as  a  Slave  for  her  life 
&  did  covenant  to  &  with  the  sd  Mr  Duke  to  make  full 
firme  &  good  assurance  of  the  sd  girle  unto  ye  sd  mr  Duke 
his  heirs  Exors,  Admrs  &c.  And  whereas  by  the  hand 
of  Almighty  ye  sd  mr  Duke  departed  this  life  before  ye 
same  was  affected,  &  whereas  Wm.  Archer  has  marryed 
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ye  relict  &  Administratrix  of  the  sd  Mr  \Ym  Duke  Know 
yee  That  I  the  said  Tlios.  Busby  haveing  reced  full  and 
valuable  Consideracion  doe  hereby  barguaine  &  Sell  & 
firmely  make  over  ye  abovemencioned  Indian  Girle  called 
Bess  as  a  Slave  for  life  unto  sd  Wm  Archer  .  .  .  &  doo 
hereby  promise  for  me  my  heirs  Exors  Admrs  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  this  bill  of  sale  in  County  Cort  of  Charles  Citty  or 
Surry  when  thereto  required  by  ye  sd  Wm.  Archer.  .  .  . 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Sett  my  hand  & 
Seal  this  25th  day  of  Janry  1678  &  in  ye  30th  yeare  of 
his  Majties  Reigne  whome  God  Preserve. 

Scaled  &  delivered  in  presence  of  us 
John  Tirrey 
Dorothy  Tirrey 

Att  a  Coert  held  for  Surry  County  9br :  4th :  1679 
this  day  appeared  in  open  Court  Lt  Thos.  Busby  and 
did  acknowledge  the  above  specified  Contents  to  be 
his  Reall  Act  &  deede  to  Air.  Elias  Osborne  Attorney 
of  Mr.  Wm  Archer. 

Vera  recordtr  xbr  1679  pr  W.  E  Cl  Cur  (William  Ed¬ 
wards,  Clerk  of  the  Court). 

(Bk.  2,  p.  238,  Surry  County,  Va.) 

Wm.  Duke  is  mentioned  among  Transportees  in  Surry 
and  Charles  City  counties  in  Land  Patents  dated  1670 
(Book  6,  page  289;  Book  6,  page  327),  and  also  in  Lower 
Norfolk  in  1673  (Book  6,  page  459). 

At  a  Court  held  June  4,  1673:  Ordered  that  William 
Duke  and  Hannah  his  wife  who  was  appointed  guardian 
of  her  daughter  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  orphans  of  William 
Bird  deed,  do  put  in  security  at  the  next  court  for  the  part 
of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  which  belonged  to  her.  (From 
the  Fragments  of  Charles  City  County  Minute  Book 
1672-1674,  in  Virginia  Historical  Society.) 


Chapter  II 


Col.  Henry  Duke  of  James  City  County;  John,  Sr., 
John,  Jr.,  and  Henry  Duke  of  York  ;  Capt. 

Henry  Duke  of  Prince  George 
County;  Some  Other  IIenrys. 

John  Duke  who  was  of  York  County  in  1670  and  died 
there  in  1679,  Colonel  Henry  Duke  of  Janies  City  County 
in  1680,  and  William  Duke  of  Charles  City  County  may 
have  been  brothers,  and  each  may  have  had  a  son  Henry. 

The  “Abridged  Compendium  of  American  Genealogy/’ 
Volume  2,  states  that  Henry  Duke  “emigrated  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  James  City  County,  Virginia,  in  1653  *;  died  in 
1713;  Colonial  militia;  councillor;  burgess;  married 
Lydia  Hansford.  Their  son  Henry,  died  1724,  married 
Elizabeth  Clcveures,  of  Huguenot  descent.” 

In  Sainsbury’s  Abstracts  (1706-1714,  page  448)  there 
is  a  letter  from  Colonel  Spottswood  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
dated  March  9,  1713-14,  with  the  following: 

“Three  of  the  Council  dead  in  little  more  than  a  month, 
viz :  Henry  Duke,  William  Fitshugh,  John  Custis.” 

Lydia  Hansford  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  Charles 
Hansford  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Foliot  who  married,  first¬ 
ly,  Josias  Moody.  Mr.  Moody  died  in  1677  and  made 
provision  in  his  will  (York  County  record)  for  his  unborn 
child  and  for  his  wife  Elizabeth  Foliot.  She  married  Cap¬ 
tain  Hansford  1677  or  1678.  Rev.  Edward  Foliot  in  his 
will,  dated  1687  (York  County  record),  left  legacies  to 
his  daughter  Elizabeth  Hansford,  to  his  granddaughters 
Elizabeth  Moody,  Martha  Hansford,  and  Lvdia  Hansford. 

*  If  twenty  years  old  in  1653,  he  was  seventy  in  1702  when  ap¬ 
pointed  councillor,  a  very  great  age  for  such  an  arduous  position. 
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But  it  does  not  seem  that  Colonel  Henry  Duke,  coun¬ 
cillor,  married  Lydia  Hansford.  In  his  will,  dated 
.  .  .  02,  and  proved  July  24,  1702,  Captain  Charles 
Hansford  makes  provision  for  a  “livelyhood”  for  his  son- 
in-law  Air.  Henry  Duke.  Surely  such  a  bequest  would 
not  have  been  made  for  Colonel  Henry  Duke  or  even  for 
his  son  Henry.  Colonel  Henry  Duke  was  of  great  dis¬ 
tinction  and  wealth,  burgess  for  James  City  County  ( 1693- 
1699)  ;  sheriff  in  1699;  a  member  of  the  King’s  Council 
in  1702,  and  a  resident  of  James  City  County  before  1680, 
when  he  was  a  justice.  He  was  already  married  in  1681, 
at  least. 

Will  of  Capt.  Ciias.  Hansford  of  York  County,  Ya., 
in  Which  He  Devises  a  “Livelyhood”  to  His 
Son-in-Law,  “Mr.  Henry  Duke.” 

“  .  .  .  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  Hansford 
and  his  (torn  out)  forever  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
out  of  the  dividend  I  now  live  on,  beginning  at  the  divid¬ 
ing  line  of  William  Huit,  Junr.,  and  Thomas  Hansford,  at 
York  road,  including  the  shop  plantation,  crossing  the 
main  swamp  to  Richard  Burt’s  line. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two  sons,  Charles  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hansford  and  their  heirs  the  remaining  part  of  my 
land,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them,  my  son  Charles 
to  have  that  part  whereon  I  now  live,  but  my  desire  and 
will  is  that  my  two  sons  in  law,  Air.  Henry  Duke  and 
Air.  Samuel  Hill,  have  land  allotted  for  each  of  them,  a 
sufficient  quantity  for  them  to  have  a  livelyhood  out  of 
for  the  full  time  and  term  of  seven  years  apiece,  after  my 
decease,  to  be  laid  out  and  allotted  them  by  my  loving 
friends  Win.  Huit,  Wm,  Hansford  and  Thomas  Barbar, 
out  of  my  two  sons  Charles  and  Wms.  parts,  and  my  will 
and  desire  is  that  if  either  or  any  of  my  said  sons  shall 
die  under  the  age  of  twentv  one  vears.  .  .  . 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two  daughters  Elizabeth  and 
Mary  Hansford  each  of  them  a  cow  and  cow  calf. 
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I  give  my  daughter  Lydia  Duke  a  cow  and  calf,  and  to 
my  daughter  Hill  one  mare  filly,  and  my  will  is  that  all  the 
rest  of  my  estate  be  equally  divided  between  rny  loving 
wife  and  my  five  children  John,  Charles,  Wm.  Eliz.  and 
Mary  Hansford.  And  I  do  nominate  my  son  ]ohn  Hans¬ 
ford  and  my  nephew  Will.  Huit  executors  of  this  my  will, 

in  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand - 02 - ” 

(Bk.  12,  page  10.) 

A  Court  Order  which  appears  on  page  1,  Book  12, 
supplies  the  names  of  the  witnesses  and  the  date  of  pro¬ 
bate:  July  24th  1702. 

In  1701  Colonel  Henry  Duke  of  James  City  County 
had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  who  was  the  wife  of  James 
Mason  of  Surry  County,  and  it  may  reasonably  be  assumed 
that  Henry  Duke,  Junr.,  in  the  Quit  Rent  Roll,  given  be¬ 
low,  was  his  son.  But  he  could  not  have  been  Lydia  Hans- 
ford’s,  as  she  was  born  too  late. 


Oct.  23,  1690,  Captain  Henry  Duke  had  a  grant  of  land 
of  1,000  acres  in  James  City  County,  Virginia,  on  the 
south  side  of  Chickahominy  River  (Book  8,  page  123, 
Land  Otfice,  Richmond). 

This  patent  was  evidently  issued  to  Henry  Duke,  Jr., 
as  the  Quit  Rent  Roll  for  James  City  County,  year  1704, 
has  the  following 


Henry  Duke,  Esq. 

2986  acres 

Henry  Duke,  Junr. 

1000  “ 

Thos.  Duke 

750  “ 

Thos.  Hill 

310  " 

Thos.  Mount  ford 

600  " 

York, 

(removed  from 


On  the  Roll  there  were  three  landholders  (not  those 
named  above)  who  were  non-residents. 
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Henry  Duke  of  York  County,  Seat  of 

THE  HANSFORDS. 

In  his  will,  dated  1679,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Scarsbrook  of 
York  County  mentions  the  children  of  his  daughter  Jane 
Duke.  She  married  John  Duke  of  York  County.  Their 
son  John  married,  about  1692,  Susanna  Goodwin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Elizabeth  Goodwin,  and  Henry  Duke  (probably  his 
brother)  was  a  witness  in  1694  to  a  conveyance  of  land 
by  them  to  Thomas  Mount  fort,  second  husband  of  jane 
Duke  (see  page  32). 

The  Quit  Rent  Roll  for  York  County,  1704,  has 


Henry  Duke 

25 

acres 

John  Hansford 

100 

<  i 

Wm.  Hansford 

300 

a 

(brother  of  Captain 
Charles). 

Thos.  Hansford 

75 

tt 

Eliza.  Hansford 

100 

n 

(widow  of  Captain 
Charles). 

Sam  11  Hill 

25 

t( 

Thos.  Hill 

930 

({ 

(Jane  Duke  lived  next 
to  Hill ;  see  page  34) 

Eliza.  Goodwin 

1200 

(( 

(Ller  son-in-law,  John 

Duke,  was  probably 
living  on  her  land,  as 
he  resided  in  York 
County. ) 

No  minute  is  made  of  any  landholder  who  was  a  non¬ 
resident. 

It  cannot  be  said  positively  that  this  Henry  was  John 
and  Jane  (Scarbrook)  Duke’s  son.  But  he  was  certainly 
the  Henry  Duke  who  married  Lydia  Hansford,  as  he  is 
shown  here  with  Samuel  Hill,  and  each  with  the  small 
dividend  of  land  willed  to  him  by  Capt.  Hansford  for  a 
‘  livelyhood”  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  which  was  a  part 
of  the  land  on  which  Capt.  Hansford  lived,  as  was  the 


. 
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hundred  acres  bequeathed  to  his  son  John  Hansford.  (For 
records  of  Henry  Duke  of  York  County,  see  pages  33,  34.) 

Col.  Henry  Duke  of  James  City  Co. 

Col.  Henry  Duke  of  New  Kent  Co 

Quit  Rent  Roll  for  New  Kent  County,  Va.,  1704, 

Henry  Duke,  Esq.,  375  acres 
Henry  Duke,  Esq.,  170 
John  Hill  146  “ 

*Samll  Hill  300  " 

No  non-residents  holding  land  are  named.  John  and 
Samuel  Hill  may  have  been  relatives  of  Thos.  and  Samuel 
of  York  County. 

Colonel  Henry  Duke,  councillor  in  1702;  died  1713. 
had  many  grants  of  land  in  James  City  County.  It  would 
seem  from  the  following  grants  that  another  Colonel 
Henry  Duke  was  living  in  1727  in  that  part  of  New  Kent 
County  which  was  Hanover  in  1720,  and  later  Louisa 
County.  The  records  do  not  speak  of  this  Colonel  Henry 
as  deceased. 

Nov.  20,  1704,  Henry  Duke,  Esq.,  1168  acres  of  land 
in  New  Kent  County,  in  St.  Paul’s  Parish,  on  Licking 
Hole  Swamp,  along  Pagiters  (Pargiters)  line  (Book  9, 
page  611). 

Oct.  26,  1699,  renewed  Oct.  31,  1716,  patent  to  John 
Higgason,  2087  acres,  “Beginning  at  a  pine  on  the  north 
side  of  South  River,  being  a  corner  late  of  Henry  Duke, 
Esqr.,  thence  along  said  Duke’s  line  .  .  .  along  another 
line  of  said  Duke  ...  to  a  gum  in  the  New  Found  River 
(Book  10,  page  306). 

Dec.  23,  1714,  John  Kembrow,  426  acres  “Beginning  at 
a  corner  white  oak  at  Mr.  Overton’s  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Southeanna  River  ...  to  Joseph  Peers  ...  to  John 
Glens,  along.  Glens  line  west  ...  to  a  white  oak  of  Col- 
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on  cl  Henry  Duke’s,  along  Duke’s  line  to  a  white  oak  of 
Andrew  Spratling  (Book  10,  page  228). 

Andrew  Spratling’s  patent,  granted  Oct.  15,  1698,  was 
on  the  west  side  of  Southanna  River  ....  below  the 
mouth  of  Falling  Creek  (Book  9,  page  171). 

June  16,  1  727,  grant,  of  land  to  Robert  Harris,  100  acres 
of  new  land,  “Beginning  at  a  corner  Gum  upon  the  New 
Found  River  belonging  to  Colonel  Henry  Duke,  thence 
along  the  said  Duke’s  line  ...  to  a  corner  Hickory  on 
New  Found  River.  .  .  .  (Book  13,  page  149.) 

It  seems,  however,  that  there  were  quite  enough  Henry s 
around  to  cause  confusion. 

Col.  Henry  Duke  and  Henry  Duke,  Jr.,  Witnesses 
to  a  Transcribed  Copy  of  Col.  Wm. 

Byrd’s  Will 

Virga  Westopher  in  Charles  City  County  the  12  day  of 

Janry  1704/5 

This  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  last  Will  and  testarnt  of  the 

Honble.  Collo.  Wm  Byrd  one  of  her  Majts  Councill  & 

Auditr.  of  Virga.  lately  deced :  it  being  examined  wth  the 

origenall  by  me  ffrancis  Nicholson  Esq  her  Majts  Lt.  & 

Govr  Genii  of  Virga  in  the  presence  of  the  honble  Collo 

Henry  Duke  one  of  her  Majts  Honble  Councill  of  Virga 

Captn  Littlebury  Epps  of  Charles  City  County  Henry 

Duke  Junr  of  James  City  County  Gent :  &  Captn  Joshua 

Wynne  of  Prince  George  County  wch  sd  origenall  will 

appears  to  be  all  written  by  the  sd  Collo  Byrds  own  hand 

wthout  any  blott  or  Interlineacon  and  sealed  wth  his  own 

seal  in  testeniony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands 

the  day  &  year  above  written.  TT  TA 

Hen  Duke 

ffr  Nicholson 

Littlebury  Epps 

H enry  D u k  e  J  un R 

Joshua  Wynne 

(Library  of  Congress) 
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To  Henry  Duke,  Gent.  Greeting 

Wee  doe  hereby  Commissionate  authorize  and  appoint 
you  to  be  Sheriff  of  James  City  County  for  this  present 
year,  one  thousand  six  hundred  Ninety  &  nine,  etc.  This 
seventh  day  of  June,  1699  (eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  William)  Fr.  Nicholson,  Esq.  (Colonial  Papers, 
Virginia,  No.  63  ;  from  Virginia  Historical  M  ag.,  Vol.  1  — 
1894.) 

Colonel  Henry  Duke's  Daughter,  Elizabeth  Mason 
“Gentlemen 

I  understand  yu  are  Mr  James  Masons  Security  for  his 
adeon  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Thomas  Binns  deced  and  that 
yu  feare  being  injured  thereby  therefore  this  is  to  let  yu 
know  yt  if  yu  rest  satisfied  till  Mr  mason  returnes  that  I 
will  dureing  his  absence  stand  between  yu  and  all  manner 
of  damage  that  shall  fall  upon  yu  or  either  of  yu  for  being 
his  Security  as  above  sd  and  doe  assure  yu  what  is  due 
to  Binns  estate  (had  not  Mason  wherewth  to  doe  it)  out 
of  mv  owne  estate  rather  than  yu  should  suffer  therefore 
hope  for  the  prsent  this  will  give  yu  such  satisfaccon  that 
youl  putt  my  daughter  to  noe  further  trouble.  I  had 
thought  to  bee  over  at  yr  Court  but  the  Committee  for  the 
revisall  of  the  lawes  will  then  sett  wch  will  prvent  mee.  I 
am  Gent 

Y r  humble  servt 

Hen  :  Duke 


27th  Octr  1701 
To  Mr  Thomas  Flood 
&  Mr  William  Foster 

These” 

At  a  Court  held  for  Southwark  for  the  County  of  Surry 
4th  Novr  1701.  The  abovesaid  was  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
corded.  (Bk.  1694-1709,  p.  231,  Surry  Co.,  Va.) 


.  '  • 
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William  Foster  was  a  cousin  of  John  Bird  of  Surry 
County.  In  Book  1694-1709,  page  30 — Depositions  of 
John  Thompson,  Doctor,  dated  9br  6th,  1694— John  Bird 
gives  all  he  has  to  William  Foster,  a  Cousin,  if  the  latter 
will  care  for  him  the  rest  of  his  life. 

From  the  will  of  James  Mason,  dated  March  31,  1701  ; 
proved  September  13,  1702.  “It:  I  give  &  bequeath  to 
Coll:  Henry  Duke  .  .  .  tenn  Shills  to  buy  a  Ring — It:  I 
give  &  bequeath  to  my  Loveing  wife  Elizabeth  my  son 
Francis  and  (if  my  wife  be  wth  Child)  the  Child  she  now 
goes  wth  to  be  Equally  divided  between  ym  but  if  in  Case 
my  wife  Should  not  be  wth  Child  or  happen  to  miscarry 


there  wth  it  is  then  my  Will  &  desire  my  sd  Estate  be 
Equally  divided  between  my  sd  loveg  wife  and  my  sd 
Son.  .  .  7’  (See  Appendix  for  full  will.) 

After  the  death  of  Air.  Mason,  in  1702,  his  widow 
married  Etheldred  Taylor.  He  died  in  1716.  In  1733/4 
the  sons  of  Etheldred  and  Elizabeth  (Duke  Mason) 
Taylor  and  the  sons  of  Capt.  Henry  Duke  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Taylor  (as  far  as  known,  not  related  to  Ethel¬ 
dred)  of  Prince  George  County,  Virginia,  bought  neigh¬ 
boring  tracts  of  land  in  Brunswick  County,  \  irginia. 
(Chapter  VII ;  for  Capt.  Henry  Duke,  page  35.) 


John  Duke  of  York  County 

John  Duke  married  about  1669  Jane,  daughter  of  Lt. 
Col.  John  Scarsbrook  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Bushrod, 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  Bushrod,  Sr. 

July  19,  1670/71 — “I  Bryan  Smith  who  married  with 
Dorothy  Tucker  the  only  daughter  &  heire  unto  Daniel 
Tucker  late  of  Yorke  pish  in  the  County  of  York  deed  doe 
by  these  presents  assigne  over  unto  John  Duke  his  heirs 
.  .  .  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  in  the  land  mentioned 
in  this  deed.  .  .  Witnesses,  Thomas  Bushrod,  John 
Scarsbrook.  (Book  1633-1694,  York  County  Rec. ) 

From  Lt.  Col.  John  Scarbrook’s  will,  dated  April  18, 
1679;  proved  June  24,  1679,  in  York  County: 
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“I  do  give  and  bequeath  all  this  part  or  dividend  of  land 
whereon  I  now  live  to  be  divided  between  my  two  eldest 
daughters,  Jane  Duke  and  Eliza.  Condon,  during  their 
lives,  and  after  their  decease  to  both  their  heirs,  but  in 
case  of  the  death  of  either  of  them  and  their  heirs  then  to 
the  survivor.  But  my  will  is  that  this  plantation — that  is 
the  manor  house  remain  still  as  it  is  during  the  minority 
of  my  children,  and  negroes  and  stock  remain  as  it  doth 
for  the  maintenance  of  my  children  and  their  education, 
and  likewise  that  my  daughter  Duke’s  children  shall  have 
maintenance  and  education  out  of  the  same  estate  during 
their  minority.  And  my  will  is  that  my  two  daughters, 
Jane  Duke  and  Elizabeth  Condon,  do  carefully  look  after 
my  children  in  the  time  of  their  minority,  but  because  my 
daughter  Condon  lives  so  far  off  I  leave  the  greater  care 
and  charge  to  my  daughter  Duke.  But  my  will  is  that 
they  both  be  very  careful  and  that  they  keep  a  maid  to  wait 
upon  them  and  so  that  they  are  brought  up  in  learning 
befitting  them. 

“Item :  .  .  .  And  if  there  be  anything  recovered  of  Mr. 
Bushrod’s  estate,  it  shall  be  divided  among  the  four  chil¬ 
dren,  Martha,  Mary,  Hannah,  and  John  Scarsbrook — 
only  Martha  to  have  one  negroe  more  than  the  rest.  My 
reason  is  because  her  grandmother  had  in  her  lifetime 
a  very  great  respect  for  her.” 

John  Duke  was  a  juryman  in  York  County  in  1677.  On 
September  24,  1678,  he  was  appointed  one  of  a  commission 
to  divide  the  estate  of  William  Allen;  August  27,  1678, 
he  was  one  of  the  appraisers  of  the  estate  of  William 
Major,  and  was  appointed  attorney  by  Thos.  Raynor, 
probably  in  the  same  year,  and  was  still  a  resident  of  York 
County  in  1679,  the  year  of  his  death. 

His  widow  married  Thomas  Mountfort.  On  June  24, 
1679  Thos.  Mountfort  and  David  Condon  asked  to  be 
made  administrators  of  the  estate  of  Lt.  Col.  Jno.  Scars- 
brooke  in  right  of  their  wives  (Jane  Duke  and  Elizabeth 
Condon).  Their  petition  was  granted  August  25,  1679. 
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On  August  1,  1679,  Thomas  Mount  ford  was  appointed 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Duke,  deceased,  and 
gave  bond  for  one  thousand  pounds. 

John  Duke,  Gent.,  Son  of  John  Duke  of  York 
County,  And  Henry  Duke  of  York  County. 

York  County,  Jany.  24,  1692/3 — John  Duke  aged  21 
years  or  there  about  Deposeth  yt  yor  Depont.  being  att 
ye  house  of  Mr.  Thos.  Mountfort  did  hear  Mr.  Francis 
Read  say  that  they  had  much  ado  to  pswade  Benj.  Read 
to  make  his  will  .  .  .  That  Mr  Robt.  Read  threw  down 
the  will  and  went  away.  .  .  . 

John  Duke,  Gent.,  married  before  1694  Susanna  Good¬ 
win,  daughter  of  Major  James  Goodwin.  In  1701  they 
had  children  James  and  Elizabeth.  (William  &  Mary 
Quarterly,  Vols.  6  &  7.) 

October  3,  169-1 — “Bee  it  Known  unto  all  men  by  these 
prsent  yt  1  John  Duke  Son  and  heir  of  John  Duke  late 
of  York  County  Dec’d  for  a  valuable  consideration  .  .  . 
from  Capt.  Thos.  Mountford  of  the  County  aforesd  have 
and  do  .  .  .  sell  ...  all  interest  that  1  have  in  and  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  assigned  by  Bryan  Smith  unto  my 
loving  father  John  Duke  abovesd,  Containing  107  acres 
more  or  less.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Benj.  Fenton,  Willm.  Ayl- 
ward.  KNOW  All  Men  by  these  prsent  that  1  Susannah 
Duke  ye  wife  of  John  Duke  appoint  Mr.  Wm.  Sedgw.icke 
my  true  and  lawful  attorney  for  me  in  my  name  to 
Acknowledge  all  my  right  and  title  to  a  certain  parcell  of 
land  in  York  County  Containing  107  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  Otter  Dame,”  etc.  Witnesses,  .  .  .  Powell,  llenry  Duke. 
(York  County  record,  Y a.  State  Library.) 

This  seems  to  be  the  first  appearance  of  Henry  Duke  in 
the  York  County  records. 

May  13,  1697 — John  Duke  of  York  County  and  parish, 
gent,  and  Susannah  his  wife  to  Thomas  Mountfort  of 
Merchants  hundred  in  James  City  County,  gent.,  200  acres 


34 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


beginning  on  ye  Swamp  near  the  Mill.  .  .  .  Thomas  Hills 
line  .  .  .  David  Condons  line,  being  part  of  a  dividend  of 
400  acres  of  land  granted  September  23,  1663,  to  Lt.  Col. 
Jno.  Scarsbrooke  who  by  his  late  will  gave  the  aforesd 
200  acres  to  his  daughter  Jane  Duke  .  .  .  which  said  Jane 
Duke  died  late  wife  of  sd  Thos.  Mountford  &  mother  of 
the  sd  John  Duke  by  whose  death  the  sd  John  Dukes  right 
descended  to  him  as  next  heir  at  law,  etc.  Witnesses, 
John  Cooper,  Joseph  Mountford,  Ellis  Hues. 

Dec.  24,  1700,  at  a  court  held  for  York  County  (Capt. 
Chas.  Hansford  was  among  the  justices  present)  :  “Philip 
Dedman  Constable  for  the  upper  presinct  of  York  parish 
on  his  petition  is  discharged  from  the  same  and  John  Duke 
is  appointed  in  his  stead.” 


•  Deeds,  Orders,  Wills,  etc.  Vol.  13.  1706-1710. 

Vol.  14,  1711  ;  Vol.  18,  1736. 

Sept.  26,  1706:  John  Duke  vs.  Nich.  Philips,  action  for 
damages.  Continued  from  court  to  court  for  several 
times. 

Sept.  26,  1706:  Henry  Duke  vs.  John  Cocklin-  — Action  for 
debt. 

1706:  Hansford  vs.  Duke — In  the  Index  of  an¬ 
other  volume,  page  427,  but  pages  425-432  inclusive 
are  missing. 

Dec.  15,  1707  :  Henry  Duke,  Esqr.  vs.  Anthony  Jasper — 
Case  dismissed. 

Jan.  21,  1711  :  Henry  Duke  vs.  John  Layne — Action  for 
debt.  Case  dismissed  neither  party  appearing.  (Book 

no  __  ; 

Jun.  21,  1736:  Henry  Duke  vs.  Benj.  Hanson — Action 
for  debt.  (Judgement  &  costs  for  pit.  Book  18.) 

With  the  Quit  Rent  Roll  minute:  “Henry  Duke,  25 

acres  in  York  County,”  these  are  all  the  records  of  Henry 

Duke  that  could  be  found  in  York  County. 
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Captain  Henry  Duke  of  Prince  George  County, 
Virginia,  son  or  near  kinsman  of  William  Duke 
of  Charles  City  County.  William,  John,  John 
Taylor,  and  Henry  Duke  Sons  of  Captain 
Henry  Duke  of  Prince  Georgf. 

Captain  Henry  Duke  of  Martin’s  Brandon,  Prince 
George  County,  may  have  been  one  of  the  Henry  Dukes 
on  the  Quit  Rent  Roll  in  1704.  He  was  appointed  justice 
of  Prince  George  in  1712  (Win.  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol. 
VII),  and  must  have  been  a  resident  of  the  county  for 
some  years.  In  his  day  this  was  an  office  of  distinction. 
He  died  in  1717. 

According  to  a  research  worker  in  Surry  County, 
“Captain  Henry  Duke  lived  in  the  1600’s  in  Prince  George 
County,  up  the  James  River  from  Surry  Court  House.” 
No  reference  is  given.  Prince  George  was  taken  out  of 
Charles  City  County  in  1702. 

With  the  Byrd  and  Duke  relationship  established  and 
with  the  evidence  to  be  presented  it  seems  reasonable  to 
assume  that  Captain  Henry  Duke  was  a,  son  or  grandson 
of  William  Duke  and  his  wife  Hannah  Grendon  of  Charles 
City  County,  that  he  was  twice  married,  that  his  eldest 
son  and  heir-at-law  (English  law  of  primogeniture  was 
followed  in  the  Colony)  was  John  Duke,  born  about  1699, 
and  his  second  son  was  William  Duke,  born  about  1700, 
— both  of  whom  are  first  noticed  in  the  records  in  1727. 
In  1733  John  Duke  and  William  Duke  were  in  Brunswick 
County,  Virginia,  on  neighboring  tracts  of  land  and,  as 
has  been  said,  the  sons  of  Colonel  Henry  Duke’s  daughter, 
Elizabeth  (Duke  Mason)  Taylor  bought  adjoining  pieces 
in  the  same  year.  (Chapter  VII,  page  75.) 

Captain  Henry  Duke  married  Elizabeth  Taylor  before 
1707.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  John  Taylor  of 
Charles  City  and  Prince  George  counties  whose  home  was 
the  ancient  estate  of  Flower  de  Hundred  on  James  River. 
He  made  his  will  in  1707  and  died  in  1709. 
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It  is  possible  that  William  Duke  was  Captain  Henry’s 
oldest  son  and  that  his  widow,  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke, 
made  a  settlement  with  him  as  heir  of  Captain  Henry.  In 
3  727  William  Duke  was  living  in  Brunswick  County, 
Virginia,  or  owned  land  there,  which  must  have  been  ac¬ 
quired  by  purchase.  He  had  his  first  land  grant  in  1728. 

In  1719  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke  made  a  statement  to 
the  court  that  she  had  been  advised  that  slaves  given  her 
by  her  father  by  will  and  shortly  after  her  marriage  were 
no  part  of  her  husband’s  estate  and  ought  not  to  be  in¬ 
ventoried  as  such.  This  procedure  of  the  widow  lends 
weight  to  the  conclusion  that  her  husband  had  children 
by  a  former  marriage  and  that  she  wished  to  keep  the 
slaves  for  her  sons,  John  Taylor  Duke  and  Henry  Duke. 
On  the  other  hand  it  may  have  been  a  desire  on  her  part 
to  dispose  of  them  herself  without  hindrance.  (Page  59.) 

But  the  court  thought  differently  in  regard  to  the  slaves 
which  her  father  had  given  her  shortly  after  her  marriage. 
On  December  12,  1727,  the  Appraisement  of  these  slaves 
‘"belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Henry  Duke,  Dec’d.  was  re¬ 
turned  by  John  Duke  heir  at  law  to  the  dec’d  &  by  order  of 
the  Court  is  truly  recorded  .  .  .  ”  (See  pages  63,  64.) 

As  to  John  Duke  and  John  Taylor  Duke,  brothers  have 
been  given  the  same  name  where  one  was  some  years  older 
than  the  other.  But  it  would  seem  rather  unusual  where 
they  were  so  nearly  the  same  age,  as  these  two  Johns  would 
have  been  if  John  Duke  was  the  son  of  Captain  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke. 

The  Ludwell  MSS.  mentions  in  1724  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  Henry  Duke  and  James  Duke,  Gent.,  “surviving  execu¬ 
tors  of  Henry  Duke,  Esq.”  (James  City  County  record?) 
This  was  no  doubt  another  Elizabeth  who  was  the  widow 
of  another  one  of  the  Henrys.  According  to  Prince 
George  County  records,  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke  was  sole 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Captain  Henry  Duke  from 
the  year  of  his  death,  3  717,  to  1728.  He  must  have  died 
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intestate,  as  executors  are  named  in  a  will  and  administra¬ 
tors  are  appointed  by  court  when  there  is  no  will. 

There  was  a  Henry  Duke  of  James  City  County  who 
put  in  a  claim  to  the  Legislature  for  a  negro  in  1742  (Wm. 
&  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol.  XV).  In  1714  there  was  a  James 
Duke  who  lived  near  Henry  Duke,  in  the  upper  part  of 
James  City  County,  or  in  New  Kent  County.  In  these 
early  years  boundaries  were  not  clearly  defined. 

April  20,  1694 — Land  Patent  to  Henry  Duke,  Gent., 
736  acres  in  James  City  County  on  branches  of  Warreny 
Creek  . . .  marked  white  oak  on  the  Birchen  Swamp.  (Book 
8,  page  321,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.) 

June  16,  1714 — Land  Patent  to  John  Woodward.  230 
acres  in  James  City  County,  on  the  east  side  of  Diaskum 
Swamp,  including  swamp  and  through  Birchen  Swamp  on 
James  Duke's  line.  (Book  10,  page  191.) 

Records  of  their  descendants  are  given  in  this  volume 

as  evidence  that  William  Duke  of  Charles  City  County 

(died  1678),  Captain  Henry  Duke  of  Prince  George 

County  (died  1717),  and  William  Duke  (born  about  1 700 ; 

died  shortly  after  1772,  who  had  land  in  Brunswick 
* 

County,  Virginia  (set  up  partly  from  Prince  George),  in 
1727,  the  year  that  John  Duke  appears  in  court  records  of 
Prince  George  as  heir-at-law  of  Captain  Henry  Duke) 
were  of  the  same  family  and  that  the  latter  William  Duke 
was  Captain  Henry’s  son  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  Taylor  or 
by  a  former  marriage. 

According  to  an  item  in  the  Inventory  of  Captain  Henry 
Duke’s  estate:  “To  Thomas  Simmons  due  for  Lcvys  & 
Quitrents  &c’’  (see  page  61).  Captain  Henry  Duke  trans¬ 
acted  business  for  Thomas  Simmons  who  was  a  nephew 
of  William  Duke  of  Charles  City  County  and  his  wife 
Hannah  Grendon :  in  his  will  (page  19)  Col.  Thomas 
Grendon,  Sr.,  bequeaths  to  his  daughter  Hannah  Duke  and 
to  his  grandson  Thomas  Symonds.  So  certainly  Thomas 
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Symonds  (or  Simmons),  Captain  Henry  Duke,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Duke  of  Charles  City  County  were  kinsmen. 

Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke’s  younger  sisters,  Sarah  Tay¬ 
lor  and  Henrietta  Maria  Taylor,  married  brothers,  Francis 
and  John  Hardvman,  and  William  Duke  (1700-1773)  had 
a  son  John  Duke  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  who 
had  sons  William,  Hardyman,  and,  it  seems,  Taylor.  Wil¬ 
liam  (son  of  John)  and  Taylor  Duke  had  children  with 
the  same  unusual  names  (see  pages  13 1-1 12). 

William  Duke  .( 1700-1773)  had  a  son  William  of  whom 
Mr.  Lewis  Yancey  Christmas  wrote  (about  the  year  1822), 
in  an  article  on  the  Duke  family:  “William  Duke  was 
brought  to  Virginia  by  his  relation  Colonel  William  Byrd 
of  Westover  on  James  River  and  was  persuaded  by  him 
to  make  his  home  in  North  Carolina,”  which  he  had  found 
so  pleasing  when  he  was  there  laying  the  boundary  line 
between  that  state  and  Virginia.  In  1822  Lewis  Yancey 
Christmas,  a  Duke  descendant,  served  on  the  Jury  in 
Warrenton,  Warren  County,  North  Carolina.  (Warren 
and  Franklin  were  taken  from  Bute  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  in  1779.)* 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Colonel  Thomas  Stegge  and 
Colonel  Thomas  Grendon,  merchants  and  owners  of  trad¬ 
ing  ships,  brought  their  kinsmen,  the  first  William  Duke 
of  Charles  City  County  and  the  first  Colonel  William  Byrd 
to  the  Colony.  But  the  William  Duke  of  whom  Mr. 
Christmas  wrote  was  the  third  of  the  name,  and  it  was  his 
father  William  Duke,  Sr.  (1700-1773),  the  second  of  the 
name,  who  took  up  land  in  Brunswick  County,  Virginia, 
not  far  from  the  present  North  Carolina  border,  in  1727 
and  1728,  the  same  year  that  Colonel  William  Byrd 
(second)  was  appointed  commissioner  to  lay  the  boundary 
line  between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  who  in 
1742  was  in  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina. 

After  the  death  of  Captain  Henry  Duke,  his  wife 
Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke,  apparently  an  able,  intelligent 

*  Granville  was  formed  from  Edgecombe  in  1754;  Bute  from 
Granville  in  1764. 
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woman,  had  business  association  in  London  (page  62). 
Her  forebears  had  always  sailed  the  seas  in  their  merchant 
ships,  laden  with  English  goods  to  be  exchanged  with  the 
natives  for  furs,  white  servants  to  be  bound  out  for  a 
term  of  years,  workmen  of  all  kind,  with  sugar,  rum, 
molasses,  and  negro  slaves  from  Barbadoes  and  even  from 
Africa.  So  it  would  have  been  natural  for  Elizabeth  Duke 
to  send  her  young  children  to  London  to  be  brought  up  by 
relatives.  This  was  a  custom  much  observed  in  Colonial 
times,  and  William  Duke,  Sr.,  may  have  been  brought 
back  to  Virginia  by  Colonel  William  Byrd  who  was  him¬ 
self  educated  abroad,  and  Colonel  Byrd  would  have  taken 
an  interest  in  a  fatherless  boy  who  was  his  kinsman. 


•  •  ,  .  .  J 


CHAPTER  III 


Captain  John  Taylor,  Gent.,  of  Flower  de  Hundred 

And  His  Family. 

Captain  John  Taylor,  son  of  Richard  Taylor  and  his 
wife  Sarah  Barker  (afterwards  Mrs.  Robert  Lucy)  was 
Burgess,  Charles  City  County,  1692-1699,  and  Clerk  of  the 
County  in  1699.  He  was  the  grandson  of  William  Barker, 
Mariner,  Captain  of  the  ship  Merchants  Hope ,  whose 
home  in  Virginia  was  the  ancient  estate  of  Flower  de 
Hundred  on  James  River.  Captain  William  Barker  was 
the  son  of  William  Barker  and. his  wife  Elizabeth,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Langhorne  of  Barnard's  Inn,  London, 
Gentleman,  whose  will  was  proved  January  10,  1631-2 
(page  42). 

Members  of  the  House  of  Burgesses 
(From  the  Manuscript  Journals) 

Session  begun  April  1,  1692 — Henrico:  William  Ran¬ 
dolph,  Francis  Eps. 

Session  begun  Oct.  10.  1693 — Charles  City:  Richard 
Bland,  John  Taylor. 

— James  City :  Daniel  Parke,  Henry  Duke. 

Session  begun  April  27,  1699 — Charles  City:  Robert  Boll¬ 
ing,  John  Taylor. 

— James  City:  Henry  Duke,  Phillip  Ludwell, 
Esq. 

Session  begun  1698 — Charles  City:  John  Taylor,  Charles 
Goodrich. 

Public  Officers  in  Virginia,  in  1680.  The  following  list 
of  the  Civil  and  Military  Officers  in  Virgina  in  1680  is  a 
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copy  of  the  original,  now  in  the  British  State  Paper  Office, 
under  the  head  of  Colonial  Papers,  Virginia,  No.  63.  (Yir. 
Hist.  Mag.,  Vol.  1— 1894— pp.  225-6) 

Charles  City  County 
Mil’y 

Maj.  John  Stith 

Capt.  Rob.  Lucy 

Capt.  Dan’l  Lewellin 

Lt.  Col.  Thomas  Grendon,  horse 

Capt.  William  Archer,  horse 

Lancaster  County 
Mr.  Richard  Taylor 


Warrick  County 
Capt.  John  Langi-iorne 
Civ.  and  Mil  (horse) 


Captain  John  Taylor  was  Clerk  in  1699  of  Charles  City 
County  (Yir.  Mag.  of  Hist.  Yol.  111).  Page  291,  same 
volume,  “After  the  County  Lieutenants,  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  officer  in  the  county  in  Colonial  times  was  the  County 
Clerk  who  was  not  only  the  clerk  but  whose  house  was 
the  Clerk’s  Office,  where  the  county  records  were  kept,  and 
who  was  probably  the  legal  adviser  for  the  people  in  gen¬ 
eral  at  a  time  when  educated  lawyers  at  least  did  not 
abound.  The  office  also  brought  in  a  certain  salary,  prob¬ 
ably  greater  than  the  products  of  the  plantations.  Official 
position  too  in  that  day  carried  with  it  a  great  deal  of 
power  and  importance.  .  .  .  The  clerk  was  therefore  what 
that  champion  gossip,  Samuel  Pepys,  denominates  ‘a  very 
great  man,’  and  he  was  not  only  taken  from  the  gentry, 
but  he  was  the  leading  or  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
county.” 
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James  City,  May  13,  1699.  Governor  Nicholson  to  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina.  .  .  .  “His  Maj’ts  late  Lieuten¬ 
ant  and  Governor  General  of  Virginia  . . .  hath  been  pleased 
to  grant  unto  his  said  Lieutenant  and  Governor  General  of 
Virginia  for  the  time  being  power  to  appoint  Judges  Regis¬ 
ters  Marshalls  and  Advocates  for  the  Admirality  Courts  of 
Virginia  Carolina  and  the  Bahama  Islands.  .  .  .  Those  ap¬ 
pointed:  Hon.  Edward  Hill,  Esq.,  Judge;  Miles  Cary, 
Gent.,  Register;  Michael  Sherman,  Gent.,  Marshall;  and 
John  Tavlor,  Gent.,  Advocate.”  (Va.  Mag  of  Hist,  Vol. 

21,  p.  74.) 


William  Langhorne,  Gent.,  ancestor  of  John 
Taylor,  and  Grandfather  of  William 
Barker,  Mariner. 

WILLIAM  LANGHORN  of  Barnards  Inn  in  Hol- 
burn,  London,  gent.  Will  dated  19  August,  1631:  “My 
leases  (except  lease  of  a  little  parcel  of  pasture  lying  next 
a  little  lane  leading  out  of  a  street  at  Westend  in  Steving- 
ton  als  Stephenton,  Beds,  to  a  gate  belonging  to  Alice 
Allen’s  close  of  the  one  part  &  a  little  Pightle  belonging 
to  my  messuage  or  farm  in  Stevington  afsd.  next  to  a  lane 
leading  also  out  of  sd.  street  to  my  sd  messuage  on  the 
other  part)  to  be  sold.  To  my  dau’r  Ann  Langhorn  500 
pounds.  To  my  dau’r.  Barbara  Langhorn  500  pounds. 
Whereas  my  son  William  in  bound  to  pay  my  sd.  dau’r 
Barbara  100  pounds,  this  to  be  included.  To  my  brother 
in  law  Mr.  Jasper  Yeardley  &  to  my  son  in  law  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Barker  a  20  pound  Ann’y  out  of  lands  in  Stevington 
afsd.,  to  pay  rest  of  legacies.  To  my  son  John  Langhorn 
my  farm  in  Stevington  afsd.  for  life,  remainder  to  his 
sons  successively  in  tail  male,  in  default  to  his  right  heirs 
Sd.  excepted  lease  to  him.  I  surrendered  bv  Copyholds 
of  manor  of  Stevington  to  Thomas  Baringer,  then  the 
Elder,  now  dec.  to  use  of  Will,  same  to  sd.  son  John  Lang- 
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horn,  to  son  William  Langhorn  bason  &  ewer.  To  my 
dau’r  Elizabeth,  piece  of  plate.  To  Susan  dauT  of  my 
sister  Elizabeth  5  pounds.  To  my  grandson  William 
Barker  10  pounds.  To  his  sister  Elizabeth  my  grandau’r 
10  pounds.  My  Precedent  Books  to  my  son  John  when 
admitted  a  Clerk  in  King’s  Bench  Office.  To  my  nephew 
William  Langhorne,  my  brother  Robert’s  eldest  son,  30s. 
for  ring.  I  forgive  my  nephew  John  Langhorne  what 
he  owes  me  except  10  pounds.  To  poor  of  p'ish  of  St. 
Mary  Akjermary  40s.  of  Cheshunt  40s.  Rest  of  personal 
estate  equally  among  all  my  children,  William,  Elizabeth, 
Anne,  John  &  Barbara.  Son  William  Langhorn  to  be 
ex’or  &  sd.  brother  in  law  8c  son  in  law  to  be  overseers. 
Dat.  at  end  8  Jan.  1630.  Cod.  17  Dec.  1631.  To  Mar 
garet  Taylor  now  wife  of  one  Austed  als  Austry  20s. 
Wits.,  Ro.  Denhurst,  Will  Barker,  Tho :  Phipps.  Prob. 
10  Jan  1631(2)  by  Win.  Langhorne  son  &  ex’or.’’  (Va. 
Mag.  of  Hist.,  Vol  22). 


William  Barker,  Grandfather  of  Capt.  John 

Taylor 

William  Barker,  mariner,  400  acres  in  Charles  City 
County  on  a  creek  called  Chapell's  Creek,  also  bounded  on 
the  east  by  the  river,  and  adjoining  Merchants’  Hope;  due 
50  acres  for  his  personal  adventure,  and  350  for  the 
transportation  of  7  persons.  Granted  by  West,  Nov.  26, 
1635.  (Same  source,  Vol.  IV,  p.  316.) 

William  Barker,  mariner,  Richard  Quoyning  (Quiney) 
and  John  Sadler,  merchants,  and  their  associates  and  Com¬ 
pany  1,250  acres  in  the  County  of  Charles  City,  and  ex¬ 
tending  into  the  woods,  from  a  seat  called  Merchants  Hope, 
formerly  granted  to  said  William  Barker,  his  associates 
and  Company.  Due  for  the  transportation  of  20  persons. 
Granted  by  West,  Nov.  26,  1635. 

There  is  a  grant  in  1638  to  William  Barker,  mariner, 
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and  his  associates  for  1 ,850  acres  in  Charles  City  County, 
of  which  600  acres  were  “heretofore  called  Powle-brooke 
and  now  known  as  Merchants  Hope,  situated  upon  the 
south  side  of  James  River,  due,  by  sale  from  John  Taylor 
citizen  and  girdler  of  London,  and  purchased  by  him  from 
Thos.  Powell  of  Howellton,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  .  . 

Thomas  Powell’s  kinsman,  William  Powell,  and  all  his 
family  were  killed  here  in  the  great  Indian  massacre  of 
1622. 

In  Prince  George  County,  formerly  a  part  of  Charles 
City,  there  is  still  standing  (in  1897)  a  very  old  church 
near  Brandon  known  as  Merchants  Hope  Church  which 
preserves  the  old  landmarks  (Win.  &  Mary  Quarterly.) 

The  associates  of  William  Barker,  Richard  Quiney  and 
John  Sadler,  were  brothers-in-law.  Richard  Quiney,  citi¬ 
zen  and  grocer  of  London,  died  in  1655.  His  will  pub¬ 
lished  in  Waters’  Gleanings,  in  New  England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society  Magazine,  was  dated  August  16, 
1655  and  proved  January  3,  1656.  He  desires  to  be  buried 
at  Stratford  upon  Avon,  where  his  father  and  others  of 
his  ancestors  have  been  buried,  and  bequeaths  his  estate 
to  his  children.  He  gives  all  his  land  in  Virginia,  with  his 
servants  and  cattle  there,  to  his  son  Thomas. 

Richard  Quiney,  the  testator,  was  the  son  of  Richard 
Quiney  of  Stratford  upon  Avon  and  brother  of  Thomas 
Quiney  who  married  on  February  10,  1615-6,  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  daughter,  Judith.  Richard  Quiney  married  Ellen, 
daughter  of  John  Sadler,  of  Stratford,  and  aunt  to  the 
wife  of  John  Harvard,  founder  of  Harvard  College. 

John  Harvard  was  born  in  1607  in  Southwark,  the 
place  where  Shakespeare’s  theatre  and  other  famous  places 
of  amusement  had  their  location.  At  his  death  in  1638, 
he  left  half  his  estate  (780  lbs)  and  three  hundred  books 
to  the  newlv  founded  “seminary  in  the  wilderness”  which 
has  become  one  of  the  most  famous  seats  of  learning  in 
the  world. 
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Brandon 

There  is  a  record  in  Prince  George  County,  a  deed  dated 
August  19,  1720,  from  Robert  Richardson,  gent,  and 
Mary  his  wife,  to  Nathaniel  Harrison,  Esq.,  conveying  all, 
that  moiety  or  half  of  two  tracts  of  land  called  Merchants’ 
Hope  and  Martin’s  Brandon,  left  by  the  will  of  Thomas 
Quiney,  late  of  London,  brewer,  deceased,  to  the  said 
Robert  Richardson.  Nathaniel  Harrison  bought  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Brandon  property,  containing  about  7,000 
acres,  from  the  other  owners.  Thus  was  founded  the  vast 
Brandon  estate,  which  has  been  so  long  held  by  his 
descendants. 


Flower  de  Hundred,  the  seat  of  John  Taylor. 

Sir  George  Yeardley,  Knt.,  came  to  Virginia  in  1609. 
He  was  appointed  governor  in  1626,  and  held  office  until 
his  death  in  November  1627.  His  wife  was  Temperance 
Flowerdew,  In  1618  he  patented  the  place  that  was  later 
to  be  known  as  Flower  de  Hundred  and  named  it  Flower- 
dew  for  his  wife’s  family. 

Tyler’s  Quarterly  Magazine  says  on  page  115  that  in 
1617,  Sir  George  Yeardley  received  from  the  Indian  King 
the  gift  of  Tanks  Weynoake,  and  in  1618  he  patented  one 
thousand  acres  on  the  south  side  of  James  River,  west  of 
a  creek,  and  called  both  creek  and  place  Flowerdew  Hun¬ 
dred.  At  a  point  of  land  called  in  early  records  “Tobacco 
Point’’  and  which  is  now  known  as  ‘‘Windmill  Point”  he 
erected  in  1621  the  first  windmill  in  the  United  States. 
In  1619,  the  plantation  was  represented  in  the  first  Legis¬ 
lative  Assembly  bv  Edmond  Rossingham  and  John  Jef¬ 
ferson,  the  supposed  ancestor  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Mrs.  John  Dunn  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  has  a  charm¬ 
ing  article  on  Flower  de  Hundred  in  “Historic  Gardens 
of  V; 
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In  1624  Sir  George  Yeardley  sold  Flower  de  Hundred 
to  Abraham  Persey.  A  fragment  of  this  deed,  said  to  be 
the  oldest  in  North  America,  is  in  the  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  Richmond. 

Sale  of  the  Estate  to  William  Barker  by 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abraham  Persey. 

Abraham  Persey,  merchant,  widower,  came  to  Virginia 
in  the  ship  Susan  in  1616,  and  was  for  a  number  of  years 
Cape  Merchant  or  Treasurer  of  the  Colony.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Council.  In  1625  he  married  Frances, 
widow  of  Nathaniel  West,  of  West  and  Shirley  Hundred, 
a  brother  of  Lord  Delaware.  Among  other  lands  Abra¬ 
ham  Persey  owned  Flowerdieu  Hundred  (1,000)  acres 
and  Weynoake  (2,200  acres)  which  he  purchased  from 
Sir.  George  Yeardley  (Hening  1,145).  In  his  will,  dated 
March  1626,  “Abraham  Persey  of  Pcrsey’s  Hundred,  Es¬ 
quire/’  directs  that  all  his  estate  in  Virginia  (after  liegacies 
to  his  brother  and  sister  and  his  wife’s  son,  Nathaniel 
West)  shall  be  sold  and  gives  his  wife  one-third  and  one 
twelfth  part  and  his  daughters  Mary  and  Elizabeth  “the 
other  one-third,  one-sixth,  and  one-twelfth  part.” 

Elizabeth  married,  firstly,  Captain  Richard  Stephens 
and,  secondly,  Sir  George  Harvey,  Governor.  Flower  de 
Hundred  was  included  in  her  portion  of  her  father's 
estate.  In  1636  it  was  repatented  to  her  by  Governor 
John  West. 

“The  next  owner,”  says  Mrs.  Dunn,  “was  the  pic¬ 
turesque  William  Barker,  mariner,  who  sailed  the  seas  in 
the  Merchants  Hope  and  was  one  of  the  company  to  found 
the  old  plantation,  courthouse,  and  church  of  that  name, 
along  with  one  Ouinev,  whose  brother  Thomas  married 
Judith  Shakespeare.” 

Mrs.  Dunn  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  notes 
from  papers  in  her  possession  and  from  copies  of  records 
which  her  family  gave  the  Virginia  Historical  Society: 
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William  Barker  left  Flower  de  Hundred  to  his  son 
John  who,  dying,  left  it  to  his  sisters.  An  old  record 
reads : 

“Whereas  by  and  after  the  decease  of  John  Barker  late 
of  Flowerdue  Hundred  in  Charles  City  Coun.  in  Virginia 
deceased,  all  that  tract  commonly  called  Floweidue  Hun¬ 
dred  containing  1,000  acres  did  lawfully  descend  and  come 
to  Sarah  then  the  wife  of  Richard  Taylor,  deceased,  and 
now  the  wife  of  Robert  Lucy  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Philip 
Limbry — sisters  and  co-heirs  with  the  said  John  Barker.” 

A  paper  labelled  “The  Patent  of  flower  de  hundred  Land 
April  24th  1673”  gives  to  Robert  Lucy  &:  Sarah,  his  wife, 
the  Uppermost  part  and  to  Philip  Limbry  and  Elizabeth, 
his  wife,  the  South  part. 

Sarah  Lucy’s  Uppermost  part  included  the  site  of  the 
present  house.  It  was  described  in  1673  “with  houseing, 
fencing,  buildings  and  all  other  profits,  vantages  and 
priveleges  whatsoever  to  the  same  belonging.”  (The  divis¬ 
ion  was  by  lot. ) 

After  being  divided  between  William  Barker’s  two 
daughters  Flower  de  Hundred  descended  to  his  grandson 
John  Taylor,  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Barker)  Taylor. 
It  came  into  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Dunn’s  family  when 
Joshua  Povthress,  the  first,  bought  it  in  1725  and  1732 
from  the  daughters  of  Captain  John  Taylor  :  Sarah  Hardy- 
man,  Henrietta  Maria  Hardyman,  and  Elizabeth  Duke, 
widow  of  Captain  Henry  Duke.  These  conveyances  are 
given  in  a  later  chapter. 

Susannah  Peachy  Poythress,  only  daughter  and  sole  heir 
of  the  third  Joshua  Poythress,  was  born  at  Flower  de 
Hundred  in  1785  and  was  buried  there  in  1815.  She 
married  Mr.  John  Vaughan  Willcox  of  Charles  City 
County  and  Petersburg  in  1804,  at  which  time  they  built 
the  present  house,  a  white  wooden  structure,  on  a  rolling 
bit  of  ground,  back  from  the  river.  Flower  de  Hundred 
is  still  the  property  of  Joshua  Poythress’s  direct  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  generations,  that  part  on 
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which  the  house  and  garden  stands  being'  owned  by  Dr. 
William  Willcox  Dunn  of  Richmond,  Virginia. 

It  is  the  tradition  that  the  old  house  of  brick  that  was 
long  ago  destroyed  by  fire  was  down  by  the  windmill.  It 
would  seem  that  this  part  of  the  plantation  was  inherited 
by  Elizabeth  Duke,  since  she  conveyed  to  Joshua  Poy- 
thress  “all  that  Messuage  Tenament  Plantation  and  tract 
of  land  .  .  .  along  the  Town  Land  and  James  River  to  a 
Point  of  Land  called  Wind  Mill  Point.” 

Will  of  Captain  John  Taylor 

(Copied  from  a  photostat  of  the  original,  courtesy  of 
the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  on  the  margin  of 
which  is  written :  “Loaned  by  Wm.  M.  Willcox  of 
Flower  de  Hundred:  Sept.  21  1881”.) 

IN  the  name  of  GOD  AMEN,  I  JOHN  TAYLOR  of 
Prince  George  County  being  very  sick  &  weak  in  body,  but 
of  perfect  sense  and  memory  thanks  be  to  God  for  the 
same  do  make  this  mv  last  will  and  testament  in  manner 
and  form  following.  1  commit  my  Soul  to  Almighty  God 
who  gave  it  trusting  in  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus 
Christ  for  pardon  of  all  my  Sins  and  to  enjoy  a  blessed 
and  Glorious  Eternity,  and  my  body  to  be  decently  buried 
at  the  discretion  of  my  Executors  hereafter  named,  and 
as  to  what  worldly  estate  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me 
with  I  give  and  bequeath  as  followeth, 

IMPRIMIS,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth  Duke  two  Negroes  (Vizt)  one  man  called  Dick,  and 
one  man  called  Buck,  and  my  Riding  horse  called  Trooper, 
besides  what  I  have  already  given  her. 

ITEM,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Henrietta 
Maria  Taylor  four  Negroes  (Vizt)  Hector,  Moll,  Caesor 
and  Frank,  one  feather  bed  and  furniture  six  young  Cowes 
and  Calves,  all  to  be  paid  her  at  twenty  one  years  of  age 
or  day  of  marriage,  which  shall  first  happen. 
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ITEM,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Sarah 
Taylor  four  Negroes  or  Mulattoes  (Vizt)  Henry,  George 

. (torn  out) .  be  paid  to  her  at  twenty  one 

years . 

. Lying  and  being  in  Prince  George  County. 

ITEM,  ALL  &  Rest  of  my  Goods,  Chatells,  Rights,  and 
Credits  of  what  nature  and  quality  soever  they  be  I  do 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear  and  Loving  wife  Henrietta 
Maria  Taylor,  as  also  five  Negroes  (Vizt)  Antilope  &  his 
wife  Amy,  Jack  and  his  wife  Sue  &  Hannah  &  all  my 
land  at  Pigeon  Swamp  I  give  unto  my  Loving  wife  to 
her  and  her  heirs  forever,  she  paying  all  my  Just  debts  and 
funeral  charges. 

LASTLY,  1  do  hereby  nominate,  ordain,  appoint  my 
dear  and  Loving  wife  Henrietta  Maria  Taylor  and  my 
dear  daughter  Elizabeth  Duke  *  my  whole  and  sole  Ex¬ 
ecutrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  desiring  her  to 
see  my  Estate  managed  and  improved  to  the  best  advan¬ 
tages,  rny  debts  and  Legacies  punctually  paid  and  my 
children  godly  and  Vertuously  educated,  and  3  do  hereby 
make  void  and  revoke  all  other  will  or  wills  heretofore 
by  me  made  IN  WITNESS  hereof  1  have  hereto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  this  fifth  day  of  April  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  &  seven. 

John  Taylor. 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published  and  declared  to  be 

the  last  will  and  Testament  of  the  sd  John 

Taylor  in  our  Presence  and  attested  by  Us 

in  his  Presence 

Robert  Rogers 

Michael  Talbott 

Sarah  Bradford 

Sarah  Proudlove 

*  “and  my  dear  daughter  Elizabeth  Duke”  is  written  in  the  will 
and  then  scratched  out. 
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“At  a  Court  held  for  Prince  George  County.  Wednes¬ 
day  9th  of  November,  1709,  the  within  written  will  was 
proved  in  open  court  etc.  etc.,  and  a  probate  thereof  was 
granted  Henrietta  Maria  Taylor  Executrix  therein  named 
by  order  of  the  Court.” 

A  fragment  of  the  will  on  the  reverse  leaves  to  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Frances  Taylor,  certain  property  &  to  Elizabeth  Duke 
1,000  acres  of  land  at  Blackwater,  being  formerly  the 
land  of  his  brother  Richard  Taylor.  Other  land  was  to  be 
divided  between  his  two  daughters,  Henrietta  Maria  & 
Sarah. 


*• 


CHAPTER  IV 

Captain  John  Taylor’s  Daughters  And  Their 

Connections 


Captain  John  Taylor  and  his  wife  Henrietta  Maria  had 
four  daughters:  Frances,  married  Mr.  Greenhill ;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Captain  Henry  Duke  of  Prince  George  County;  Hen¬ 
rietta  Maria  and  Sarah  who  married  brothers,  John  and 
Francis  Hardyman,  sons  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
Hardyman,  justice  of  Charles  City  in  1699,  and  his  wife 
Mary  Eppes,  to  whom  he  was  married  before  1685  (Hen¬ 
rico  County,  Va.,  Record).  She  was  the  daughter  of  the 
second  Colonel  Francis  Eppes,  justice  of  Henrico  in  1677, 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Worsham. 

Colonel  Francis  Eppes  (second)  was  the  son  of  the 
first  Colonel  Francis  Eppes  who  was  of  the  King’s  Coun¬ 
cil  in  Virginia  in  1635.  The  second  Colonel  Francis  Eppes 
was  born  about  1628  and  died  in  1678.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  extant  Henrico  Records,  in  1677,  until  his 
death  his  name  appears  as  a  justice.  Fie  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried.  By  his  first  wife,  he  had  Francis  Eppes  (the  third 
of  the  name)  of  Henrico  who  died  about  1718-1719  (  Hen¬ 
rico  Record),  and  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  records  as 
the  son  of  Colonel  Francis  Eppes,  deceased. 

By  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Worsham,  widow  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Worsham,  the  second  Colonel  Francis  Eppes  had 
three  children,  William,  Littlebury,  and  Mary.  He  died 
intestate  in  1678,  and  his  son  Francis  (third)  was  his 
administrator.  His  wife  died  in  the  same  year.  She  made 
two  wills  which  are  recorded  in  Henrico,  and  proved 
October  1678. 

The  first,  which  is  dated  July  28,  1678,  describes  her 
as  “Elizabeth  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  widow”  and  makes 
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the  following  bequests  to  daughter  Elizabeth  Kennon  a 
stone  ring,  her  black  gown,  green  silk  petticoat,  satin 
bodie,  and  one-fourth  of  her  money  in  the  hands  of  Sam'! 
Claphamson  of  London;  to  her  grandchild  Mary  Kennon 
who  married  Major  John  Bolling  of  “Cobbs'1  a  stone  ring 
given  me  by  sister  King;  to  her  daughter  Mary  Worsham, 
among  other  bequests,  her  thumb  ring;  to  son  John  Wor¬ 
sham;  to  son  Charles  Worsham  .  .  .  the  remainder  of  her 
estate  to  her  husband  Eppes’s  children.  Son-in-law  Rich¬ 
ard  Kennon  executor. 

Concerning  her  grandchild  Mary  Kennon,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Worsham)  Kennon: 

Pocahontas  married  John  Rolfe;  their  son 

Thomas  Rolfe  married  Jane  Poythress;  their  daughter 

Jane  Rolfe  married  Colonel  Robert  Bolling;  their  son 

John  Bolling  married  Mary  Kennon. 

The  second  will  of  Elizabeth  (Worsham)  Eppes,  dated 
September  23,  1678,  describes  her  as  the  widow  of  Colonel 
Francis  Eppes  of  Henrico,  deceased,  and  ratified  all  her 
gifts  to  her  children  by  her  former  husband,  Mr.  William 
Worsham,  deceased.  What  estate  was  given  her  by  the 
verbal  will  of  her  husband  Colonel  Francis  Eppes  she 
wishes  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  children  site  had 
by  said  Eppes,  Viz:  William,  Littlebury,  and  Mary,  when 
they  come  of  age.  She  appoints  her  step-son  Francis 
Eppes  (third  of  the  name)  and  her  son  (in-law)  Richard 
Kennon  executors. 

The  son  William  was  born  in  1661  (Henrico  Record). 
In  December  1683,  he  receipted  to  his  brother  Francis 
Eppes  (third)  for  his  full  share  of  the  estate  of  his  father 
Colonel  Francis  Eppes,  deceased.  Littlebury  was  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel,  justice  of  Charles  City  in  1699  &c.,  Bur¬ 
gess  in  1710,  1714,  and  County  Clerk  in  1714.  Mary 
Eppes,  the  daughter,  married  before  June  1685  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  John  Hardyman  of  Charles  City  County 
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(Henrico  Record),  who  was  justice  in  Charles  City  in 
1699-1702  and  of  Prince  George  County  in  1714. 

Littlebury  Eppes  married  Martha  Eppes,  daughter  of 
the  fourth  Colonel  Francis  Eppes,  justice  of  Henrico  in 
3  710,  and  his  wife  Sarah.  The  fourth  Colonel  Francis 
Eppes  was  the  son  of  Littlebury  Eppes’s  half-brother, 
Colonel  Francis  Eppes  (third),  who  died  in  1719,  and 
his  wife  Ann  Isham,  daughter  of  Henry  Isham  whose 
other  daughter,  Mary,  married  William  Randolph  of  Tur¬ 
key  Island.  . 

It  has  been  said  that  Llewellin,  son  of  Colonel  Little¬ 
bury  Eppes,  married  Martha  Eppes.  But  Llewellin  died 
too  late,  in  1759.  Mr.  Swem,  librarian  of  William  and 
Mary  College,  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  says  that  in  the 
opinion  of  Doctor  Tyler  (Tyler’s  Magazine)  Martha  mar¬ 
ried  Colonel  Littlebury  Eppes  who  died  in  1746.  After 
his  death,  she  married  John  Wayles  of  the  Forest  in 
Charles  City.  There  is  recorded  in  Henrico,  dated  1746, 
the  marriage  contract  between  John  Wayles  and  Martha 
Eppes,  widow,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Colonel  Francis 
Eppes,  deceased.  By  John  Wayles  she  was  the  mother  of 
Martha  Wayles  who  was  born  in  1748,  and  who  married, 
firstly,  Bathurst  Skelton  and,  secondly,  on  January  1,  1772, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the  United  States. 

John  Wayles  had  three  wives  of  whom  Martha  Eppes 
was  his  second.  He  made  his  will  April  15,  1760;  proved 
July  7,  1773.  He  gives  his  wife  Elizabeth  all  the  slaves 
devised  to  her  by  Reuben  Skelton  (her  former  husband), 
and  states  that  his  daughter  Martha  is  amply  provided  for 
by  marriage  settlement  with  her  mother,  and  devises  all 
his  lands  and  slaves  to  his  wife  for  life,  and  then  to  his 
daughters,  Elizabeth,  Tabitha,  and  Anne;  appoints  Francis 
Eppes  and  his  children  as  fast  as  they  come  of  age,  guard¬ 
ians  of  those  under  age.  In  a  Codicil,  dated  February  12, 
1773,  he  gives  to  Robert  Skipwith,  Esq.,  250  pounds,  and 
directs  a  girl  slave  to  be  purchased  for  each  of  his  grand- 
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children,  Richard  Eppes,  John  Wayles  Eppes,  and  Patty 
Jefferson. 

Henry  Skipwith  married  Tabitha  Wayles  (Virginia 
Gazette,.  July  15,  1773). 

Richard  Eppes,  brother  of  Martha  Eppes  who  married 
Colonel  Littlebury  Eppes  and,  secondly,  John  Wayles,  was 
of  Chesterfield,  and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses 
for  that  County.  He  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Bolling.  Their  son  Francis  Eppes,  born  1747,  married 
Elizabeth  Wayles.  They  were  the  parents  of  John  W  ayles 
Eppes  ,a  distinguished  member  of  Congress,  who  married, 
firstly,  Maria,  daughter  of  President  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  his  wife  Martha  Wayles. 

Colonel  Littlebury  Eppes  and  his  wife  Martha  Eppes 
(who  married,  secondly,  John  Wayles)  had  sons  Francis, 
who  died  in  1736-7  (Virginia  Gazette,  February  4.  Wil¬ 
liam  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol.  2,  p.  273)  ;  Edmund,  and 
Llewellin  who  were  executors  of  their  father's  will. 

Edmund  Eppes  had  a  daughter  Mary  who  married  Grief 
Randolph  before  1750.  In  1755  Edmund  Eppes’s  widow, 
Henrietta  Maria,  was  guardian  of  his  infant  orphans, 
Henrietta  Maria,  Francis,  James,  and  Anne. 

Llewellin  Eppes  died  in  1759.  He  was  Clerk  of  Charles 
City.  He  had  a  son  Peter  Eppes  whose  will  was  proved 
in  Charles  City  County  July  7,  1773,  His  wife  was  Anne, 
daughter  of  the  third  John  Hardyman  and  his  wife  Miss 
Stith.  John  Hardyman  (third)  was  the  son  of  Francis 
Hardyman  and  his  wife  Sarah  Taylor,  daughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Taylor,  and  grandson  of  the  first  John  Hardy¬ 
man  and  his  wife  Mary  Eppes,  daughter  of  Francis  Eppes 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Worsham. 

John  Hardyman,  Sr.,  and  his  w  iff.  Mary  Eppes. 

(Abstracted  from  Virginia  Mag.  of  Hist.,  Vol.  7) 

In  1699  and  1702  John  Hardyman  (first)  was  one  of 
the  justices  of  Charles  City  County,  although  he  resided 
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in  that  part  of  Charles  City  which  was  made  in  1702  into 
Prince  George  County.  lie  had  the  military  title  of  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel.  His  death  occurred  in  1716,  as  in  July 
of  that,  year  an  account  with  the  estate  of  Colonel  John 
Hardyman,  deceased,  was  presented  to  Prince  George 
Court.  Tie  married,  before  June  1685,  Mary  Eppes, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Francis  Eppes  (second)  of  Henrico 
(Henrico  Record).  His  children  were  John  Hardyman 
(second),  Francis  Hardyman,  James  Hardyman  (justice 
of  Charles  City  in  1714)  and  Littlebury  Hardyman  (first) 
whose  will,  dated  in  September,  was  proved  November, 
1726.  He  bequeathed  legacies  to  his  mother,  wife,  brother 
William,  brothers  and  sisters. 

Francis  Hardyman,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Eppes) 
Hardyman,  was  a  justice  of  Charles  City  in  1737.  He  and 
his  elder  brother  John  Hardyman,  as  appears  by  a  deed  in 
Prince  George,  married  two  sisters,  Sarah  and  Henrietta 
Maria  Taylor,  daughters  of  Captain  John  Taylor,  in  1699 
Clerk  of  Charles  City  County  Court.  Sarah  died  circa 
1738-9. 

Francis  Hardyman  married,  secondly,  Jane,  widow  of 
John  Cross.  On  August  11,  1741,  the  will  of  Francis 
Hardyman  was  presented  in  Charles  City  Court  for  pro¬ 
bate  by  two  of  the  executors,  Richard  Kennon  and  David 
Stokes.  Plis  children  were  Francis  Hardyman,  John 
Hardyman  (third),  Henrietta  Maria,  who  married  James 
Clark,  and  Littlebury  (second)  who  is  said  to  have  mar¬ 
ried  Susanna  Lightfoot,  daughter  of  Richard  Bassett 
Lightfoct  of  New  Kent  County,  Virginia. 

In  February  1741,  on  motion  of  John  Hardyman,  he 
was  appointed  guardian  of  his  brother  “Littlebury  Plardy- 
man,  orphan  of  Francis  Hardyman,  deceased.”  In  March 
1741  Jane  Hardyman  was  appointed  guardian  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  James  and  Martha,  orphans  of  her  deceased  husband, 

Francis  Hardyman. 

* 

John  Hardyman  (third)  son  of  Francis  and  Sarah 
(Taylor)  Hardyman,  married  Miss  Stith,  it  is  believed. 
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They  had  three  children,  Anne  Hardyman,  Stith  Hardy- 
man,  and  John  Hardyman  (fourth). 

Stith  Hardyman  married  Rachael  Tyler,  sister  of  Judge 
John  Tyler  of  “Greenway,”  Charles  City  County.  John 
Hardyman  (fourth)  died  unmarried. 

Anne  Hardyman  married  Peter  Eppes,  son  of  Llewellin 
Eppes,  and  in  his  will,  which  was  proved  in  Charles  City 
July  7,  1773,  he  names  his  father-in-law  John  Hardyman 
(third)  and  his  father  Llewellin  Eppes,  his  children  An¬ 
gelica,  Peter,  John  Temple,  and  Elizabeth  Eppes.  Eliza¬ 
beth  married  on  April  12,  1784,  Littlebury  Hardyman 
(third)  son  of  Littlebury  (second)  and  Susanna  (Light- 
foot)  Hardyman. 

For  a  notice  of  the  descendants  of  Littlebury  Hardyman 

m  * 

and  Elizabeth  Eppes,  his  wife,  and  of  some  of  their  nearer 
relatives  see  Wm.  and  Mary  Quarterly,  Volume  V,  pages 
272,  273. 

From  Old  Blandford  Tombstones  (Wm.  &  Mary  Quar¬ 
terly,  Vol.  6)  :  Sarah,  daughter  of  Colonel  Francis  Eppes, 
and  wife  of  Colonel  William  Poythress  died  October  1750, 
aged  48  years. 

From  the  Records  of  Prince  George  County,  Virginia: 

October  10,  1721 — John  Hardyman  and  Henrietta 
Maria,  his  wife,  conveying  a  tract  of  land  and  mill,  pur¬ 
chased  by  John  Hardyman  of  Prince  George,  dec’d.,  lather 
of  the  said  John  Hardyman. 

February  14,  1723 — Francis  Hardyman  and  Sarah  his 
wife,  conveying  a  tract  patented  by  Robert  Lucy  in  1673 
and  devised  to  the  said  Sarah  Hardyman  by  her  father 
John  Taylor. 

Charles  City  County,  Virginia,  Records: 

April  13,  1730 — William  Randolph  was  security  on  a 
bond  of  Llewellin  Eppes,  as  Sheriff  of  Charles  City.  (Vol. 
2,  Wm.  &  Mary  Quarterly,  p.  146.) 

Committee  for  Charles  City  chosen  Dec.  17,  1774: 
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Francis  Eppes,  John  Tyler,  James  Eppes,  Stith  Hardy- 
man. 

January  2,  1754 — William  and  Littlebury  Flardyman, 
justices. 

1737 — Francis  Hardyman,  justice. 

1741  (?) — Deed  from  William  Hardyman  and  Sarah 
his  wife  to  Hardyman  Irby. 

April  12,  1784 — Marriage  Bond,  Littlebury  Hardyman 
and  Elizabeth  Eppes. 

Will  of  Littlebury  Flardyman.  dated  Nov.  1,  1789; 
proved  June  17,  1790,  mentions  his  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  children,  not  named.  (For  descendants 
of  these  see  Wm.  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol.  5,  pp. 
272-3.) 

Account  of  the  estate  of  Temple  Eppes,  deceased,  with 
Henrietta  Maria  Eppes;  an  item  is  for  board  of  Llewellin 
Eppes  1767-1769,  and  another  for  the  board  of  an  infant. 
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CHAPTER  V 


Elizabeth  Taylor,  Daughter  of  Capt.  John  Taylor 
And  Wife  of  Capt.  Henry  Duke  of  Prince 

George  County,  Va. 

Inventory  of  Henry  Duke’s  Estate 

AN  INVENTORY  and  Appraisement  of  the  Estate  of 
Capt.  Henry  Duke  Deced  :  taken  and  appraised  this  22 d 
of  Jany.  1718. 

To  his  wearing  Apparrell 

One  Negro  Woman  named  Judith  L  18-0-0  One  Negro 
man  named  Ned  L  32 

One  Ditto  named  Frank  L  20  One  Ditto  named  Peter  L  32 
9  Leather  Chairs  L  1-  16-0  two  Tables  .  .  . 

A  couch  and  furniture  L  1-0-0 

A  doz :  pewter  plates,  a  parcel!  bottles  and  vials  0-15-0 
A  Sett  of  Troopers  Arms  L  1-5-0 
Tenn  Plates  10/  four  candiesticts,  etc. 

A  parcel!  of  old  Tubbs  10/  and  a  par  cell  of  old  books  10/ 
A  parcell  of  Glasses  2/  Two  Glasses  and  a  chest  of  Draw¬ 
ers  and  a  Stand  L  6-02-0 
Six  cain  chairs,  two  Leather  ditto  L  2-2-0 

One  press  L  2 

five  Table  cloths  five  pair  of  Sheets 
One  Doz.  Napkins 

One  old  bedstead  and  Hock  bed  10/  One  feather  bed  and 
furniture 

One  Do.  One  Trundle  Bed 
four  pillowers,  etc.  .  .  . 

In  Obedience  to  an  Order  of  this  County  Court  we  the 
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subscribers  have  valued  the  above  particulars  amounting 
to  202L  (lbs) -1 1-5 

John  Poytiires 
John  Hatch 
Gilbert  Hay 


Sworn  by  me  John  Hardyman 

An  amount  of  Goods  not  Appraised  belonging  to  the 
Estate  of  the  within  named  Henry  Duke  Deeed : — 

One  young  Mair  and  Foal,  One  young  Cow  and  Calfe. 
Six  Sows  and  three  piggs,  one  old  bedstead,  One  old 
bread  Tray,  one  Old  safe  without  covering  only  the  frame, 
Two  old  Iron  potts  about  four  gallons,  One  Pr  hooks,  two 
old  guns,  one  of  which  is  Splitt.  Some  old  Corniss  for  a 
bed,  one  Old  Spining  wheel,  one  Old  bagganet  and  belt. 
Two  mairs  and  one  horse  &  one  colt.  Term  young  hoggs 
One  vShoat,  one  pigg,  One  yound  Steer. 

Corn  and  Tobacco  made  Last  Crop  Invty.  &c  not  yet 
known  and  peas  not  yet  known. 

Eliza.  Duke  Admrx. .  . 


Pr.  George  County  ss. 

WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  Assembly  made  at  a  Genl  As¬ 
sembly  begann  and  held  at  her  Majestys  Queen  Ann  Royall 
Capitoil  the  twenty-third  Day  of  October,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  Christ  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  five, 
Intitled  An  A.ct  Declareing  the  negro,  Mulatto  and  Indian 
Slaves  within  this  Dominion  Reall  Estate. 

By  Virtue  of  which  Act  I  Elizabeth  Duke  (Admrx.  of 
the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  Henry  Duke  Dececl:)  am  ad¬ 
vised  that  all  such — Slaves  as  my  Father,  Captian  John 
Taylor  Late  of  this  County,  Deced.  did  in  his  Lifetime 
or  at  the  time  of  his  Death  give  or  bequeath  to  me  is  no 
part  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Henry,  nor  ought  not  to  be 
Inventoryed  as  Such,  but  that  the  sole  right  and  property 
thereof  is  by  Virtue  of  the  said  Act  Vested  in  me  the 


. 
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said  Elizabeth,  But  for  as  much  as  Divers  Constructions 
may  be  made  upon  the  said  Law  I  the  said  Elizabeth  have 
therefore  thought  fitt  to  return  a  Just  amount  of  all  such 
slaves  and  the  manner  of  my  being  possest  thereof.  Viz: 
Dick  and  Buck,  two  negro  Men  aged  about  30  years  each 
given  to  me  in  and  by  the  Last  Will  of  the  said  John 
Taylor  Dcced.  Maria,  Sue,  Two  Negro  women  aged  abt 
.  .  .  each  given  me  upon  or  soon  after  marriage  with  the 
said  Henry,  who  since  have  increased  and  are  now  Liveing. 
Sarah  a  girl  abt.  1 1  years  old,  Poll  abt.  9  years  old,  Fanny 
about  4  years  old,  Sue  about  3  years  old,  Neddy  2y2  years 
old,  and  Jenny  about  13  months  old. 

Eliza.  Duke,  Admrx. 


July  14th,  1719 


At  a  Court  held  at  Merchants  hope  for  Prince  Geo:  County 
on  Tuesday  the  14th  day  of  July  Anno  Dom :  1719. 
The  next  before  written  Inventory  and  Appraisement 
&c.  of  the  Estate  of  Henry  Duke  Deed:  was  Exhibitted 

w 

into  court  by  Elizabeth  Duke,  Admrx.  thereof,  and  by 
order  of  the  court  the  same  is  truly  Recorded. 

Teste  Wm.  Hamlin,  Cl  Cur. 
(Vol.  1713-1727,  p.  336,  Prince  George  Co.) 

DR.  THE  ESTATE  OF  Capt.  Henry  Duke  Deceased. 
To  Mr.  Micajah  Perry  &  Company,  per  Judgment 
To  15  Per  Cent  for  Sterling,  and  Costs  on  the  Judgment 
821  lb  Tob  at  2  d 

To  Col.  Littlebury  laps  pr  Judgment  &  Costs  82  L  Tob. 
at  2  d 

To  Capt.  Lewellin  Eps  pr  Tudgemt,  841b  Tob 
To  Doctor  Homorsley — Ditto  &  Costs  121  L:  Tob. 

To  Robert  Hunnicutt — Ditto  &  Costs  .  .  . 

To  Mr.  Robert  Gilmore  “  “ 

To  Mr.  Archibald  Blair — affidavits 
To  Capt.  William  Hamlin — Ditto 
To  Mr.  Jos  Harvey — Judgment 
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T'o  Mr.  Francis  Hardyman — Affidavit 
To  Mr.  Henry  Holdcraft — Judgment 
To  Mrs.  Holdcraft — Affidavits 
To  Mr.  John  Hatch — Ditto 

LSD 

Carried  on  156  11  3j4 

To  John  Crew — affirmation 
To  Mr.  Phillip  Claud — Affidavits 

To  Mr.  Henry  Holdcraft  by  Ditto  ...  To  Elizabeth 
Acock — Ditto 

To  Mrs.  Hutchins — Ditto.  .  .  .  To  Thomas  Sample — Ditto 
To  Capt.  Richard  Randolph  To  1  Hd  Tob.  1719/20 
To  another  Hogs  head  reed  in  the  year  1721 
To  Thomas  Simmons  due  for  Levys  &  Ouitrents  &c 
To  William  Troughton — Affidavits  .  .  .  To  John  Letts 
Ditto 

To  Colo.  David  Bray  as  per  Judgement,  with  Attys  Fee 
and  the  costs  of  two  Suits 

To  Mrs.  Frances  Littlepage — Judgments,  Attorneys  Fee 
To  Funerall  Charges,  Sermon  Included  6  lbs.,  etc  .  .  . 

244  3  0 

Per  Contra . .  Cr. 

By  the  amounts  of  the  Appraisement  ....  202  11  5 

By  Chattels,  as  yet  not  appraised  amounting  to  17  0  0 

By  Cash,  reced 

By  Wheat  sold  in  the  year  1718  wth  5  Bushels  Corn 
By  old  Iron,  Brass  &  Pewter 
By  4  Bushells  and  1  peck  of  peas  at  3/6 
By  Wheat  &  Corn  Sold  at  Several!  times  229  16  3 

An  Account  of  Chattels  not  Valued 
(The  items  are  the  same  as  those  which  were  given  in  the 
Inventory  and  Appraisement  on  January  22,  1718). 

Errors  Excepted  June  the  13  1727 

Eliza.  Duke,  Admrx. 
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Pr.  Geo :  County  ss  : 

We  the  Subscribers  being  Ordered  by  the  Court  to 
Examine  the  above  account,  doe  find  its  truly  stated.  June 

13th,  1727 

Francis  Epes.  Tuxr. 

*  »/ 

William  Poytiires 

At  a  Court  held  at  Fitzgerralds,  for  Prince  George 
County,  on  the  Second  Tuesday  in  June,  being  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day  of  the  said  month,  Anno  Dorn :  1727 

The  above  written  Account  Dr.  &  Cr.  of  the  Estate  of 
Henry  Duke  Deced:  was  Exhibitted  into  Court  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  Duke,  Admrx.  &  c :  who  made  oath  thereto,  and  it 
haveing  been  Examined  and  approved  by  Francis  Epes  & 
William  Poytiires,  Gents,  who  were  this  day  appointed  by 
the  Court  to  Audit  the  same,  by  Order  of  the  Court  is 
truly  Recorded. 

Teste:  Wm.  Hamlin,  Cl  Cur. 

A  copy, 

Teste  George  R.  Walters,  Clerk 
(Prince  George  County  Court  1938) 

John  Woof  of  London,  Merchant  to  Elizabeth 

Duke  Power  of  Attorney 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Woof  of 
London,  Mercht.  have  made  and  do  by  these  presents 
make,  Ordain,  Constitute  and  appoint  and  in  my  place 
and  Stead  have  put  and  deputed  my  Trusty  and  well  be¬ 
loved  f friend  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Duke  of  flower-de-hundred 
in  Prince  George  County  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia  my 
true  and  Lawful  Attornev.  for  me  and  in  mv  name  and  for 
my  uses  to  ask,  Demand,  Sue  for,  Levy,  Recover  and  Re¬ 
ceive  all  such  Sum  and  Sums  of  money,  Debts,  Goods, 
Wares,  Dues,  Amounts,  and  other  Demands  whatsoever 
which  are  or  shall  be  due,  owing  and  payable  and  belong¬ 
ing  to  me.  .  .  .  Dated  December  4,  1722.  Witnesses  John 
Bordland,  Thomas  Howard,  Elizabeth  Mallory  (Junr.), 
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Mary  Wynnes.  Proved  March  10,  1723.  (Vol.  1713- 
1728,  p.  687). 

Elizabeth  Duke  to  Robert  Hall  Land  Devised  To 
Her  By  Her  Father,  Captain  John  Taylor. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  Seventh  day  of  May  in 
the  Year  of  Our  Lord  Christ,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Twenty  five,  Between  Elizabeth  Duke  of  the 
Parrish  of  Martin  Brandon  and  County  of  Prince  George, 
Widow,  of  the  one  part  and  Robert  Hall  of  the  Parrish 
and  County  aforesaid  Gent,  of  the  other  part.  Witnesseth 
that  the  said  Elizabeth  Duke  hath  sold  ...  to  said  Robert 
Hall  One  full  half  part  of  the  Tract  of  land  on  the  North 
side  of  Blackwater  Swamp,  now  belonging  to  the  said 
Elizabeth  Duke,  Beginning  at  the  Corner  between  William 
Harris  and  the  sd  Elizabeth  Duke,  thence  up  said  Swamp 
untill  a  Line  Parrallel  with  the  line  .  .  .  out  to  the  back 
lines  of  the  Patent.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Richard  Kennon, 
Elizabeth  Mallory,  Win.  Short. 

On  April  8,  1726,  Elizabeth  Duke  sold  the  remaining 
five  hundred  acres  of  this  tract  to  Robert  Hall.  The 
witnesses  were  David  Wallace,  Robert  Hunnicutt,  Hugh 
Daniel,  Charles  Anderson,  William  Peebles.  (Yol.  1713- 
1728,  pp  805,  879.) 

Appraisement  of  Slaves  Belonging  To  The  Estate 
of  Henry  Duke,  Dec’d,  As  Brought 
Forward  By  John  Duke. 

IN  Obedience  to  the  within  Order  We  the  Subscribers 
did  meet  and  being  first  sworn  have  Valued  the  within 
mentioned  Slaves  brought  before  us  by  Mr.  John  Duke 
as  followeth — 

Viz  — 

Sue  an  old  negro  Woman . Maria  Ditto 

Moll  a  Young  Negro  Wench, 

Fanny  a  Lame  Negro  Girl 
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Sucky  a  Negro  Girl.  .  .  .  Sary  a  Young  Negro  Wench 

Jenny  a  Child  4  months  old  . . Ned  a  Boy 

Jenny,  otherwise  called  Jude  a  girl 
Given  under  our  hands,  this  28th  Day  of  October,  1727 — 
Thomas  Ravenscroft,  Wm.  Harrison,  Gilbt.  Hay. 

At  a  Court  held  at  Fitzgerald,  for  Prince  George 
County,  December  12,  1727 — The  above  written  Ap¬ 
praisement  of  Certain  Negro  Slaves  belonging  to  the  Es¬ 
tate  of  Henry  Duke  deed,  was  returned  by  John  Duke 
heir  at  Law  to  the  Deed  and  by  Order  of  the  Court  is 
Truly  Recorded. 


s  i 


CHAPTER  VI 


Flower  de  Hundred  Passes  from  the  Taylor  Family 

John  and  Henrietta  (Taylor)  Hardyman  to  Joshua 
Poythress  Their  Interest  in  Flower  de  Hundred. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  this  Ninth  Day  of  July 
One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Twenty  five  Between  John 
Hardyman  of  the  Parrish  of  Martins  Brandon  in  the 
County  of  Prince  George  and  Henrietta  Maria  his  Wife 
of  the  one  part  and  Joseph  Poythress  of  the  Same  Parrish 
and  County  of  the  other  part,  Witnesseth  That  the  said 
John  Hardyman  and  Henrietta  Maria  his  Wife  Have 
Sold  .  .  .  unto  the  said  Joshua  Poythress.  .  .  .  One  tract 
of  Land  containing  Three  Hundred  Acres,  more  or  less, 
in  the  Parrish  of  Martin  Brandon  in  the  Said  County 
of  Prince  George,  commonly  called — or  known  by  the 
name  of  ff lower-de-hundred,  bounded  on  the  North  bv  the 
River  James,  on  the  East  by  Land  of  Robert  Wilkins, on  the 
South  by  the  Land  Called  Dutchy  Hills,  and  on  the  West 
by  the  Land  of  Elizabeth  Duke,  it  being  part  of  the  said 
f flower-de-hundred  Tract  of  land,  which  containeth  One 
Thousand  Acres  or  thereabouts;  One  Hundred  and  fifty 
Acres  of  the  said  Three  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  were 
Devised  to  the  said  Llenrietta  Maria  Wife  of  the  said 
John  Hardyman  by  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  her 
f  father  John  Taylor  Late  of  said  County,  deced :  dated 
the  fifth  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  Seven,  and  the  other  One  Hundred 
and  fifty  Acres  were  Devised  by  the  said  Will  unto  Sarah, 
now  wife  of  ffrancis  Hardyman,  and  One  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  said  John  Taylor,  and  by  the  said  ffrancis  and 
Sarah  Hardyman  sold  unto  the  said  Tohn  Hardyman  and 
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to  his  heirs  forever,  as  by  Deed  referrence  being  thereunto 
had,  will  more  fully  appear  .... 

John  Hardyman,  Sealed  with  a  wafer. 

H.  Maria  Hardyman,  Sealed  with  a  wafer. 

AT  a  Court  held  at  Merchants  Hope  for  Prince  George 
County  on  the  Second  Tuesday  in  July,  being  the  thirteenth 
Day  of  the  Said  month  in  Anno  Dom.  1725 — 

THE  above  written  Deed  of  Lease  of  Land  (Indented 
and  Sealed)  was  in  Open  Court  acknowledged  by  John 
Hardyman  and  Henrietta  Maria  his  Wife,  the  Subscribers 
thereto — to  be  their  Act  and  Deed  to  Joshua  Poythress. 

Wm.  Hamlin  Cl  Cur. 

Sale  of  Land  that  was  devised  by  Captain  John 
Taylor  to  his  wife,  Henrietta  Maria. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  this  Seaventeenth  day  of 
December  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seaven 
hundred  Twenty  Three  Between  John  Hardyman  and 
Henrietta  Maria  his  wife,  Francis  Hardyman  &  Sarah 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  Duke,  and  Frances  Greenhill  of  the 
one  part  and  John  Mason  of  the  other  part.  .  .  .  For  and  in 
Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  five  Shillings  Current  Money 
of  Virginia  (Twenty-two  pounds  and  Six  Shillings  in  the 
release)  paid  by  the  said  John  Mason  have  bargained  and 
sold  .  .  .  One  parcel  or  Tract  of  Land  Containing  Two 
Hundred  and  Twenty  Three  Acres  Situate  .  .  .  on  the  East 
side  of  the  Pigon  Swamp  in  the  County  of  Surry,  and 
bounded  as  followeth  vizt.  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cattail  branch,  thence  running  up  the  said  Branch  to  the 
line  of  Richard  Bland,  Deceased,  thence  along  the  said 
line  to  a  branch  called  Under  Ground  Branch,  thence  down 
the  said  Branch  to  the  aforesaid  Swamp  .  .  . 

Witnesses,  Nicholas  Partridge,  John  Freeman,  Jr.,  Wil¬ 
liam  Rayne. 
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Proved  at  a  Court  held  for  Southwark  for  the  County 
of  Surry  December  18,  1723,  by  John  Hardyman  and 
Elizabeth  Duke.  Henrietta  Maria  Hardyman,  Sarah 
Hardyman,  and  Frances  Greenhill  being  all  separately 
privately  examined.  .  .  . 

John  Allen  Cl  Cur. 

At  a  Court  held  at  Southwark  April  15,  1724,  Thomas 
Eldridge  Attorney  for  Francis  Hardymen  acknowledged 
the  within  contents  .  .  .  (Book  1717-3  730,  p.  529;  Surry 
Co.) 


Elizabeth  Duke  to  Joshua  Poytkress, 

Her  portion  of  Flower  de  Hundred. 

(From  the  original  deed,  by  courtesy  of  the) 
(Virginia  Historical  Society) 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  this  Ninth  day  of  October 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  One  thousand  Seven  hun- 
dred  and  thirty  two  Between  Elizabeth  Duke  of  the  County 
of  Prince  George  Widow  of  the  one  part  and  Joshua 
Poythress  Merchant  of  the  said  County  of  the  other  part 
WITNESSETH  That  the  said  Elizabeth  Duke  for  and 
in  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Four  hundred  pounds 
Current  Money  of  Virginia  to  her  in  hand  paid  by  the  said 
Joshua  Poythress  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Elizabeth 
Duke  doth  hereby  acknowledge  and  for  other  good  Causes 
and  Considerations  her  thereunto  moving  She  the  said 
Elizabeth  Duke  hath  Granted  Bargained  and  Sold  Aliened 
Enfeoffed  Released  and  Confirmed  unto  the  said  Joshua 
Poythress  His  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  all  that  Mes¬ 
suage  Tenament  Plantation  and  Tract  of  Land  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  f flower  de  hundred  containing  b> 
Estimation  two  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  be  the  Same  more 
or  less  Scituate  Lying  and  being  in  the  Parish  of  Martins 
Brandon  and  Countv  aforesaid  and  bounded  as  followeth 

w' 

Beginning  on  the  Line  of  the  Land  of  the  said  Joshua 
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Poythress  and  the  Line  of  Frances  Greenhil!  thence  North¬ 
ward  along  the  said  f frauds  Greenhilhs  Line  to  James 
River  thence  Eastward  along  the  Town  Land  and  James 
River  to  a  Point  of  Land  called  Wind  Mill  Point  thence 
Southward  along  the  Marsh  adjoining  James  River  to  a 
Corner  tiee  of  the  said  Joshua  Poythress  his  Land  thence 
Westward  along  the  Line  of  the  said  Joshua  Poythress  his 
Land  to  the  Beginning  all  which  Premises  whatsoever 
were  heretofore  in  the  Possession  of  one  John  Taylor  Gent 
late  of  the. said  County  Deceased  and  Devised  by  his  last 
Will  and  Testament  unto  the  said  Elizabeth  Duke  and  her 
Heirs  including  four  Lots  of  the  Town  Land  aforesaid 
and  also  the  Reversion  and  Reversions  Remainder  Re¬ 
mainders  Rents  and  Services  thereof  and  also  all  the 
Estate  Right  Title  Interest  Claim  and  Demand  whatso¬ 
ever  of  her  the  said  Elizabeth  Duke.  ...  In  Witness 
whereof  the  Said  Elizabeth  Duke  hath  to  this  Present  In¬ 
denture  Set  her  Hand  and  affixed  her  Seal  the  Date  above 
written. 

Eliza.  Duke 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 

in  the  Presence  of 

Dan  Eelbank 

John  Duke 

John  Taylor  Duke 

Henry  Duke 


....  ..  i  ,, 


CHAPTER  VII 


Capt.  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke’s  Sons 
In  Brunswick  County,  Va.  Some  Other  John 
Dukes.  John  Taylor  Duke  In  Georgia. 


It  would  seem  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  John 
Taylor  Duke  and  Henry  Duke  were  sons  of  Captain  Henry 
Duke  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Duke  and  that  John  Duke 
was  his  son  by  his  first  wife,  if  not  by  his  second. 

Concerning  William  Duke,  Sr.,  the  second  of  the  name 
in  Virginia,  in  1727  he  was  in  Brunswick  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  near  the  boundary  line  that  separates  Brunswick 
from  Greensville  County  (taken  from  Brunswick  in 
1780).  In  1728  he  patented  land  next  to  the  tract  on 
which  he  was  living.  In  1733  John  Duke.  Gent..,  and  John 
Taylor  Duke  came  from  Prince  George  and  bought  land 
near  his  holdings. 


William  Duke,  Sr.,  had  sons  William,  Jr.,  John,  Sam¬ 
uel,  Joseph  and,  it  appears,  James  and  Robert,  all  of  whom 
were  with  him  in  Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  when 
that  county  was  taken  from  Edgecombe  in  1745,  and  no 
doubt  William,  Sr.,  had  other  sons.  Many  members  of 
this  family  removed  to  Georgia  at  an  early  date,  among 
whom  were  several  of  the  name  of  Henry,  Taylor,  John 
Taylor,  William,  Hardyman,  Green,  James  and  Robert. 
After  1763  William’s  sons  Robert,  James,  and  John  were 
not  in  Granville.  In  1764  John  was  of  Orange  County,* 
North  Carolina,  the  first  of  any  of  the  name  of  Duke  that 
could  be  found  in  the  records  of  Orange,  except  James 
who  was  in  1759  the  principal  purchaser  in  the  settlement 
of  James  Kilpatrick’s  estate  (Acct.  of  Sales,  Orange 
County,  in  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Society).  In 
1762  James  Duke  was  in  Granville.  Besides  William, 
Hardyman,  and  Taylor,  John  Duke  of  Orange  County 

*  Formed  partly  from  Granville  in  1751. 
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must  have  had  sons  Samuel,  noted  in  the  1790  census  for 
Hillsboro  District,  Caswell  County  (formed  in  1777  from 
Orange),  and  Robert  who  was  in  the  same  census  for 
Orange.  The  county  seat  of  Orange  is  Hillsboro. 

William,  the  oldest  son  of  John  of  Orange  County  had 
a  son  Green,  named  for  Green  Duke,  son  of  William,  Jr., 
and  his  wife  Mary  Green.  Green  Dukes,  William  Green 
Dukes  appear  in  almost  all  lines  of  the  family.  In  1880 
BunveH  Duke,  son  of  Samuel  arid  grandson  of  William, 
Sr.,  had  grandsons  Jasper  Green  Robberson  and  Jesse 
Green  Sims.  (“Adam  Symes  and  His  Descendants.") 
He  had  also  grandsons  Edwin  Taylor  Robberson  and  John 
T.  Duke. 


But  there  were  several  John  Dukes  in  Brunswick 
County,  Virginia,  and  their  records  place  them  fairly  well. 
Henry  Duke  was  also  in  Brunswick. 

John  Duke,  Gent.,  heir-at-law  of  Captain  Henry 
Duke.  His  wife  was  Rejovce.  He  died  in  Brunswick  in 
1752. 

John  Taylor  Duke  who  was  in  Virginia  as  late  as 
1769, — in  Mecklenburg  County  (set  up  in  1764  from  Lun¬ 
enburg  which  was  taken  from  Brunswick) .  He  died  in 
Georgia  after  1785.  His  wife  was  Jane. 

Henry  Duke  was  in  Brunswick  in  1742,  when  he  wit¬ 
nessed  a  conveyance  of  John  Duke ;  in  Lunenburg  in  1746, 
1749,  and  1764.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth. 

John  Duke  the  Elder  who  was  no  doubt  a  kinsman  of 
William  Duke,  Sr.,  but  the  records  do  not  make  the  rela¬ 
tionship  clear.  On  September  28,  1728,  they  had  adjoin¬ 
ing  grants  of  land  in  Brunswick,  where  John  the  Elder 
remained  until  1769.  He  was  then  of  Bute  County.  North 
Carolina  (formed  in  1764  from  Granville),  and  again 
after  twenty-seven  years  a  neighbor  of  William  Duke,  Sr., 
and  his  family.  His  will  was  proved  in  1787,  in  Warren 
County.  (Bute  was  abolished  in  1779  and  Warren  and 
Franklin  counties  were  erected  from  its  territory.)  John 
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Duke  the  Elder’s  wife  was  Ruth.  His  sons  were  Joel, 
Simon,  Benjamin,  and  John  who  was  of  Warren  County 
from  1 771  to  1800  and  of  Montgomery  County,  Tennessee, 
in  1803,  the  year  of  his  death. 

Major  John  Duke  who  had  a  grant  of  land  in  1750  in 
Lunenburg  County,  next  to  John  Taylor  Duke’s  tract.  In 
1752  he  sold  this  grant  as  Major  John  Duke  of  Dinwiddie 
County,  Virginia.  Charles  Duke  was  a  witness  to  these 
two  conveyances. 


John  Duke,  Gent.,  In  Brunswick  County,  Virginia 


April  5,  1734 — Nicholas  Hatch  &  Susanna  his  wife  of 
Prince  George  County,  Virginia,  to  John  Duke  of  Bruns¬ 
wick.  285  acres  of  land  in  the  Parish  of  Lawnes  Casek 
(Creek?)  in  Brunswick  County  on  the  north  side  of  Three 
Creeks,  land  granted  Richard  Pace  by  Patent  July  12, 
1718,  and  conveyed  by  him  to  John  Bradford,  Beginning 
on  the  said  Caseks  side  a  corner  of  Captain  John  Sadlers 
land,  thence  by  Sadler's  line  ...  to  Geo.  Hambletons  line, 
thence  ...  to  a  corner  of  George  Pashmores  ...  to  the 


Three  Creeks  aforesaid.  Witness,  Hosea  Tapley.  Proved, 
April  5,  1734.  (Bk.  1,  page  36) 

Lawnes  Creek  Parish  was  in  Surry  County  from  which 
Brunswick  was  partly  formed,  but  at  first  the  boundaries 
were  not  clearly  defined.  Three  Creeks  rises  in  Bruns¬ 
wick  County,  about  seven  miles  west  of  the  Greensville- 
Brunswick  County  line.  The  remaining  distance  to  its 
mouth  (at  Nottoway  River)  is  in  Greensville  County. 

September  5,  1738 — John  Duke  of  Brunswick  to 
Richard  Cocke  of  Surry  County,  all  that  tract  of  land  and 
plantation  whereon  the  said  John  Duke  now  lives  .  .  .  (land 
bought  of  Nicholas  Hatch).  Acknowledged  Sept.  7, 
1738,  by  John  Duke,  Gent.  Teste  Drewry  Stith,  C.  C. 
Recorded  by  Sterling  Clack,  Cler  Cur.  (Bk.  1 .  page  454). 


Grant  of 
1734,  for  F 


Land  to  John  Duke  of  Brunswick,  March  24, 
our  pounds  Ten  shillings,  895  acres  in  Bruns- 
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wick  on  the  south  side  of  Three  Creeks,  at  a  gum  on  the 
north  side  of  Rocky  Run,  a  corner  of  Col.  Nathn’l  Harri¬ 
sons,  thence  by  Harrisons  line  ...  to  William  Rains  land 
...  to  an  oak  a  corner  of  another  tract  of  said  Harrisons 
land  ...  to  Thomas  Jacksons  land  ...  to  John  Cumbow 
...  to  a  gum  by  the  side  of  Rocky  Run.  (Patent  Bk.  15, 
paged 81,  Richmond,  Y a.) 

August  2,  1738 — John  Duke,  gent.,  to  Thomas  Collier, 
the  above  grant  of  land.  Witnesses,  John  Chapman, 
Richard  Ransom.  (Bk.  1,  p.  418) 

Jany.  10,  1735 — Grant  of  Land  to  John  Duke,  Gent., 
for  Twenty  Shillings,  200  acres  in  Brunswick  on  both  sides 
Meherrin  Branch  .  .  .  (Patent  Bk.  16,  page  426,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Ya.,  Land  Office). 

Meherrin  Branch  (not  river)  rises  in  Brunswick  County 
two  miles  west  of  the  Greensville-Brunswick  County  line, 
and  flows  from  there  through  Greensville  County,  flowing 
north  into  Three  Creeks. 

Feby.  11,  1740 — John  Duke  and  Rejoyce  his  wife  of 
Brunswick  to  Abraham  Burton,  for  Twenty-five  pounds, 
the  above  grant  of  land.  Witnesses,  Thos.  Sissons,  Wm. 
Sissons,  Jehu  Peebles.  (Bk.  2,  page  56) 

March  9,  1739 — John  Duke  from  Charles  Kimball  both 
of  Brunswick  for  40  pounds,  280  acres  of  land  on  the 
north  side  of  Three  Creeks.  Witnesses,  W.  Vaughan, 
Wm  Sissons,  Richard  Hurkibe,  John  Caples.  (Book  1, 
p.  442) 

Sept.  22,  1739 — Grant  of  Land  to  John  Duke,  in  the 
County  of  Brunswick,  on  the  north  side  of  Three  Creeks, 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Watery  Branch  above  Charles 
Kimballs  line  ...  to  a  pine  on  the  Governors  Road,  con 
tabling  271  acres.  (Land  Office,  Richmond,  Ya.) 

Tune  11,  1740— The  following  persons  appointed 
Sheriffs  for  Brunswick  County  .  .  .  John  Duke.  (  Journals 
of  Council  of  Virginia,  1737-1763,  in  the  Virginia  State 
Archives). 
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June  4,  1741 — John  Duke  to  William  More,  both  of 
Brunswick,  100  acres  on  the  north  side  of  Three  Creeks, 
Beginning  on  a  line  of  land  formerly  belonging  to  John 
Ray,  thence  up  the  said  Branch  to  John  Duke’s  upper  line. 
Witnesses,  Jas.  Huckeby,  Richard  Tatum,  Sam’l  Iiuckebv. 
(Bk.  2,  page  78) 

March  3,  1742 — John  Duke  of  St.  Andrew’s  Parish  to 
Nicholas  Lanier  and  Nathaniel  Edwards  Church  Wardens 
of  St.  Andrew’s,  Brunswick  County,  451  acres  in  the 
aforesaid  Parish  on  the  Three  Creeks,  171  acres  being 
granted  John  Duke  Sept.  22,  1739,  being  also  part  of  a 
greater  tract  granted  to  said  Duke  by  the  same  Patent. 
280  acres  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  451  acres  was 
conveyed  to  the  said  John  Duke  by  deed  from  Charles 
Kimball  dated  March  9,  1739.  Witnesses,  Thomas 
T witty,  Michael  Mackee,  Josias  Randal.  Acknowledged 
April  7,  1743  by  John  Duke,  Gent,  and  Rejoyce,  wife  of 
the  said  John  Duke.  (Bk.  2,  page  315) 

With  this  last  conveyance,  John  Duke  appears  to  have 
disposed  of  all  his  holdings.  But  on  May  5,  1743,  he 
purchased  504  acres  of  land  from  John  Taylor  Duke  for 
AO  pounds,  lying  on  both  sides  of  Moore’s  Swamp  in 
Brunswick,  on  Deans  line  ...  to  Dukes  own  line  .  .  .  thence 
to  a  corner  between  Taylor  Duke  and  Loftin  .  .  .  and 
Tapleys.  Acknowledged  by  John  Taylor  Duke  and  his 
wife  Jane.  (Bk.  2,  page  277) 

George  Walton,  John  Duke,  and  George  Briggs,  Gentle¬ 
men,  were  vestrymen  of  St.  Andrew’s  and  also  Judges  of 
the  County  Court  (Minute  Book,  Brunswick  County L 
In  1750  there  was  a  Duke’s  Chapel  in  Brunswick  County. 

Joseph  Hensley  of  Brunswick  to  John  Duke  of  the 
same  county  for  30  pounds,  two  negroes.  The  condition 
of  the  above  that  Joseph  Henley  shall  truly  pay  or  cause 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Duke  the  sum  of  30  pounds  on 
or  before  July  15,  1744,  then  the  negro  slaves  to  revert. 
.  .  .  A  Memorandom  is  witnessed  by  Michael  Wall,  Gent., 
W.  Ballersby,  Joseph  Hensley,  Clement  Read,  Gent.,  “I 
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assign  the  within  contents  to  William  Williams  this  6th 
day  of  December  1742.  ]olm  Duke.  Teste:  Henry  Duke 
William  King.”  (Bk.  2,  page  315) 

Since  this  John  Duke  disappears  from  the  records  after 
the  above  mortgage,  except  perhaps  as  a  witness  to  a  con¬ 
veyance  in  1749  in  Lunenburg  County,  it  is  assumed  that 
he  died  in  1752-3: 

August  1753 — Order  Book  5,  page  28 — On  motion  of 
Edward  Goodrich  Guardian  of  Susanna  Duke  orphan  of 
John  Duke  deceased,  time  is  allowed  him  till  the  next 
Orphan  Court  to  be  held  for  this  County  to  render  an 
account  of  the  said  Orphan’s  Estate. 

Orphans’  Account  Book  1,  page  71 — 

1754 — Susanna  Duke 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  4 — 6 — Tobo 

To  James  Parrish  '  1 — 1 —  Do 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  9 — 2 —  Do 

To  cash  paid  Robert  Jones,  etc. 

Edward  Goodrich 

Returned  into  Brunswick  Court  the  26th  dav  of  .August 
1756. 

The  Parish,  Jones,  and  Duke  families  intermarried 
(North  Carolina,  Warren  County,  Records). 


Prince  George  County  Court  Minutes 

Prince  George  Countv,  Virginia,  Minute  Book,  March 
1737-April  1740: 

Page  290 — Wm.  Clark  (Clak)  Acct.  against  John  Duke, 

June  Court  1739 

311 — Wm.  Stark,  Gent.  Acct.  against  John  Taylor 
Duke,  August  Court  1739 

356 —  Geo.  Gordon  acct.  against  John  Taylor  Duke, 

Oct.  Court,  1739 

357 —  Geo.  Gordon  acct.  against  Henry  Duke,  Oct. 

Court.  .  .  . 
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Grandsons  of  Colonel  Henry  Duke,  Councillor, 
Sons  of  IIis  Daughter  Elizabeth  (Duke-Mason) 
Taylor  in  Brunswick  County,  Virginia. 

Etheldred  Taylor  appears  in  the  records  of  Surry 
County,  Virginia,  in  1702,  and  was  sheriff  of  the  county 
in  1710.  He  married  Elizabeth  widow  of  James  Mason. 
On  March  2,  1702  (?)  Etheldred  and  Elizabeth  Taylor 
presented  an  inventory  of  the  estate  of  James  Mason,  de¬ 
ceased,  and  on  May  4,  1705,  Taylor  filed  a  supplementorv 
inventory.  Etheldred  Taylor’s  will  is  dated  March  31, 
1716,  and  was  proved  in  Surry  in  the  same  year.  He  be¬ 
queaths  to  his  wife  Elizabeth;  brothers  Samuel  and  John 
and  sister  Rebecca;  sons  Samuel,  Henry,  Etheldred,  and 
William.  Elis  wife  Elizabeth  was  sole  executrix  (Vir¬ 
ginia  Mag.  of  History,  Vol.  22,  page  447,  where  much 
more  is  given  of  this  family). 

On  March  2,  1733,  the  son  Etheldred  Taylor  bought 
land  of  James  Haley  in  Brunswick  County,  Virginia. 
( Book  1 ,  page  111.) 

The  son  Henry  Taylor  was  of  Brunswick  Countv  in 
1737,  when  he  bought  land  there  from  John  Hill.  (Book 
1,  page  376.)  In  June  1744  he  was  appointed  Justice  of 
Charles  City  County.  In  March  1749  the  will  of  Henry 
Taylor  was  presented  by  Etheldred  and  William  Taylor, 
executors.  It  was  ordered  that  his  estate  in  Charles  City 
and  Brunswick  be  appraised.  (Order  Book,  Charles  City 
County.) 

On  December  15,  1776,  Henry  Taylor (3),  son  of 
Etheldred,  bought  from  Etheldred,  James,  and  John  Tay¬ 
lor  750  acres  of  land  in  Brunswick  on  the  lower  side  of 
Three  Creeks  which  Etheldred,  father  of  the  parties,  had 
devised  to  his  son  Richard,  with  provisions  that  if  he  died 
before  coming  of  age  it  should  be  equally  divided  between 
them.  (VAI.IL,  Vol.  23,  page  219.) 

Henry  Taylor (3)  married  in  Brunswick  County  Tem¬ 
perance,  daughter  of  lohn  Peterson  (Marriage  Bond, 
Dec.  23,  1758). 
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Mary,  daughter  of  Etheldred  Taylor (2)  married  Miles 
Cary  of  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Virginia,  before  1755/6 
(Virginia  Mag.  of  Hist.,  Vol.  23,  page  104). 


Torn  Taylor  Duke  in  Brunswick  County 


Feby.  4,  1733 — Burrell  Brown  and  Mary  his  wife  to 
John  Taylor  Duke  all  of  Brunswick  County,  for  -  (torn)  - 
shillings,  100  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Meherrin 
River  in  Brunswick,  at  a  red  oak  on  the  south  side  of 
Rocky  Run.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  John  Duke,  Charles  Stewart, 
Thomas  Tapley,  Lawrence  House.  (Book  1,  page  106) 

South  side  of  Meherrin  River  was  evidently  a  mistake 
of  the  copiest.  Rocky  Run  was  on  the  north  side  of 
Meherrin. 

One  Lawrence  House  married  a  Miss  Dudley  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  a  sister  of  Mildred  Dudley  who  married  Ishmael 
Dunn  who  was  christened  in  Brunswick  County  March  12, 
1748-9.  His  god-parents  were  William  Bird,  Peter  and 
Rebecca  Hawthorne.  The  House  and  Duke  families  inter¬ 
married  (North  Carolina  Records).  Martha,  daughter  of 
Britain  Duke,  son  of  Samuel,  son  of  William  Duke,  Sr., 
married  Dudley  P.  T.  House.  Mary  Duke,  daughter  of 
William,  son  of  William  Sr.,  married  Isaac  House. 

Feby  1,  1738 — Grant  of  Land  to  John  Taylor  Duke, 
504  acres  in  Brunswick  County  on  both  sides  of  Moores 
Swamp,  Beginning  at  a  sweet  gum  on  the  south  side  of 
the  swamp  ...  to  Deans  line,  thence  along  his  line  to  Dukes 
own  line  ...  to  a  corner  between  the  said  Taylor  Duke 
and  Loft  in  ...  to  Tapleys  line  to  a  white  oak  being  a 
corner  between  Wallace,  Poole,  Loftin,  and  Smith. 
(Patent  Bk.  18,  page  207) 

On  May  5,  1743  John  Taylor  Duke  of  Brunswick  and 
Jane  his  wife  sold  this  land  for  40  pounds  to  John  Duke, 
Gent. 

Jany.  30,  1741 — Grant  to  John  Taylor  Duke,  273 
acres  in  Brunswick  County  on  both  sides  Old  Field 


' 

l 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


-  77 


Branch  on  the  north  side  of  the  Old  County  Line,  Begin¬ 
ning  at  the  County  Line  on  Sisums  line,  thence  to  Peter 
Simmons.  (Patent  Bk.  20,  page  135,  Richmond,  Va., 
Land  Office). 

The  Simmons  and  Dukes  were  related.  The  Taylors 
mentioned  in  John  Taylor  Duke’s  following  transactions 
were  no  doubt  descendants  of  Etheldred  Taylor  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Duke,  daughter  of  Colonel  Henry  Duke. 
The  land  was  near  the  North  Carolina  border  and  some 
years  later  William  Duke’s  grandson,  Britain  Duke,  had 
land  on  Taylor’s  Creek,  adjoining  Simmons’s  land.  Peter 
Symonds  was  in  Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  about 
1 760  ( see  page  162). 

May  5,  1743 — John  Taylor  Duke  and  Jane  his  wife  of 
Brunswick  to  Richard  Lanier  of  Brunswick,  213  acres  of 
the  above  grant.  Witnesses,  Thos.  Lanier,  Sampson 
Lanier,  John  Maclin.  (Bk.  2,  p.  279) 

The  same  date,  John  Taylor  Duke  sold  the  remaining 
60  acres  of  the  above  grant  to  James  Cooke. 

April  7,  1743 — James  Mitchell  of  Brunswick  to  John 
Taylor  Duke  of  Brunswick,  for  30  pounds,  450  acres  on 
the  east  side  of  Flatt  Creek.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Walter  Camp¬ 
bell,  Ralph  Dunkley,  Adam  Tapley.  Acknowledged  by 
James  Mitchell  and  his  wife  Amy.  (Bk.  2,  page  251) 

In  1745  this  land  lay  in  Lunenburg  County  which  was 
cut  off  in  that  year  from  Brunswick. 

March  18,  1747 — Johh  Taylor  Duke  of  Lunenburg  to 
Edward  Goodrich  of  Brunswick,  for  30  pounds,  100  acres 
of  land,  being  a  certain  tract  granted  James  Mitchell 
March  17,  3  738,  on  the  east  side  of  Flatt  Creek  thence  to 
the  Rocky  Branch.  Witnesses,  John  Duke,  Rereyal  Duke. 
Proved  April  4,  1748.  (Bk.  1,  page  312,  Lunenburg  Co. 
Rec.) 


The  name  ‘‘Rereyal'’  was  also  sent  in  as  “Resoyll.”  Old 
records  are  hard  to  read,  and  the  witnesses  were  probably 
John  Duke  and  his  wife  Rejoyce.  For  the  year  1749  the 
list  of  tithables  for  Lunenburg  gives,  in  William  Howard’s 
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district,  “John  Duke,  Sr.,  and  John  Duke — 2  tithes”  (page 
84).  This  is  the  only  year  in  which  they  are  listed.  In 
another  list  for  the  same  year,  however,  they  appear 
separately,  with  one  tithe  each. 

April  Court  1748,  Lunenburg  County — John  Taylor 
Duke  was  granted  a  license  to  keep  an  Ordinary  at  his 
dwelling  house.  From  William  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol¬ 
ume  16,  page  3 7  :  “The  ordinary  keepers  were  at  this  time 
important  men,  and  James  Barret  Southall  had  succeeded 
Anthony  Hay  in  control  of  the  Raleigh  Tavern.” 

November  4,  1755 — At  a  Vestry  meeting  held  for  Cum¬ 
berland  Parish  it  was  ordered  that  Captain  Wrn.  Poole 
and  Sam’l  Marinin  meet  at  the  house  of  John  Taylor  Duke. 
(Lunenburg  County,  Va.,  Rec.) 

June  3,  1755 — John  Taylor  Duke  conveyed  to  Thomas 
Taylor  the  rest  of  the  land  which  he  purchased  of  James 
Mitchell.  Witnesses,  Wm  Poole,  Wm.  Hulme,  Dennis 
Larks.  (Bk.  4,  page  1 14). 

June  6,  1758 — John  Patrick  of  Lunenburg  to  John 
Taylor  Duke  of  the  same  County  for  100  pounds,  100  acres 
of  land  on  Dorches  Creek,  just  above  the  said  John  Pat¬ 
rick’s  thence  to  the  said  Creek  ...  to  Cardwell’s  line. 
Witnesses,  Dennis  Larke,  Wm.  Poole,  Ephraim  Mabry, 
John  Speed.  (Book  5,  page  253) 

Feby.  20,  1759 — John  Taylor  Duke  of  Lunenburg 
County  to  Sherwood  Bugg  for  150  pounds,  100  acres  of 
land  on  Dorches  Creek  .  .  .  Cardwell  line  ...  to  John 
Taylor  Duke's  spring  branch.  Witnesses,  Henry  Delony, 
Benj.  Estes,  Joseph  Gray.  (  Bk.  8.  page  104) 

Aug.  20,  1760 — Grant  of  land  to  John  Taylor  Duke, 
245  acres  in  Lunenburg  County,  on  the  head  of  Taylor’s 
Creek  and  Flatt  Creek,  Beginning  at  Davis’s  and  Bates’s 
Upper  Corner  white  oak  on  a  branch  of  Taylor’s  Creek, 
thence  ...  to  pointers  on  Ward’s  line.  .  .  .  (Bk.  34,  page 
661) 

The  next  year  ( 1761)  John  Taylor  Duke  was  of  Bruns¬ 
wick  County : 
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April  27,  1761 — James  Johnson  of  Brunswick  to  John 
Taylor  Duke  of  Brunswick,  170  acres  of  land  within  the 
lines  of  John  Ingram,  Walter  Keeble,  Richard  Hagood, 
John  Johnson,  ]ohn  Gresham  and  the  said  James  Johnson. 
(Deed  Bk.  6,  648) 

Sept,  i,  1761 — John  Taylor  Duke  of  Brunswick  County 
to  John  Wagnon  of  Dinwiddie  County,  Virginia,  245 
acres  of  land,  in  Lunenburg  County,  granted  said  Duke 
August  20,  1760.  Witnesses,  Robert  Cunningham, 
Thomas  Gray,  Jr.,  John  Coleman. 

In  1764  John  Taylor  Duke  had  returned  to  Lunenburg 
County : 

March  .  .  .  1764 — John  Taylor  Duke  and  his  wife  Jean 
of  Lunenburg  County  to  John  Nash  of  Brunswick,  land 
purchased  of  James  Johnson  April  27,  1761,  lying  in  the 
County  of  Brunswick.  Witnesses,  William  Gwynne,  John 
McKinney,  Owen  Strange,  M.  Cadet  Young.  John  Robin¬ 
son  Cler  Cur.  (Bk.  9,  page  300) 

April  4,  1763 — William  Watson  of  Lunenburg  to  John 
Taylor  Duke  of  the  same  county,  373  acres  of  land  for 
65  pounds  on  the  head  branches  of  Flatt  Creek,  Beginning 
at  Ballard’s  corner  White  Oak,  thence  along  Gordon’s 
line  .  .  .  on  Timothy’s  line  .  .  .  Ward’s  line  to  a  Gum  in 
Ballard’s  line,  being  a  tract  of  land  formerly  granted  by 
patent  to  John  Mackoy,  dated  August  16,  1756.  Wit¬ 
nesses,  Thomas  Taylor,  Reuben  Vaughan,  Isaac  Homes. 
(Bk.  9,  page  SI) 

The  following  year  (1764)  when  Mecklenburg  was 
taken  from  Lunenburg  County,  this  land  lay  in  Mecklen¬ 
burg  Comity,  where  John  Taylor  Duke  was  living  in 
1769: 

Duke  to  Mabry  Receipt 

"January  23,  i769,  received  of  John  Watson,  Execu¬ 
tors,  by  the  claim  of  Ephraim  Mabry,  12  pounds  of  cur¬ 
rent  money  of  Virginia  in  full  for  all  moneys  or  things 
paid  to  John  Watson  for  a  certain  grant  of  land  in  Meek- 
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lenburg  County,  purchased  by  the  said  Watson  of  John 
Noble  Maccov,  which  said  land  was  conveyed  bv  William 
Watson  to  John  Taylor  Duke  by  Deed  in  the  County  of 
Lunenburg,  which  I  do  oblige  myself  which  at  any  time 
required  be  conveyed  to  the  said  William  Watson  or  any 
person  for  him  that  he  the  said  William  Watson  or 
Ephraim  Mabry  shall  designate.  Witness  my  hand  the 
date  above 

Jane  Duke 

For :  John  Taylor  Duke” 


Witnesses, 

Henry  Deloney,  Thomas  Taylor,  Sr. 


At  a  Court  held  for  Mecklenburg  County  the  14th, 
December  1772.  This  Receipt  was  proved  by  the  Oath 
of  Henry  Deloney  a  wit.  thereto  subscribed  and  ordered 
to  be  Recorded  (Deed  Bk.  3,  page  513,  Mecklenburg  Co.) 

John  Tabs  CM 


John  Taylor  Duke,  Sr.,  and  John  Taylor  Duke,  Jr. 

in  Georgia 


John  Taylor  Duke,  Sr. — Certificate  of  Elijah  Clark  that 
he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Battle  of  Minute  Men,  al¬ 
though  not  a  soldier  of  this  state  and  prays  for  250  acres 
of  land  in  Washington  County.  (From  “Knight’s  Roster 
of  Rev.  Soldiers  in  Georgia.”) 

A  soldier  was  entitled  to  250  acres  with  tax  or  287 1/2 
acres  without  tax  for  ten  years. 

John  Taylor  Duke,  Sr.,  grant  of  287 J/2  acres  of  land  in 
Washington  County,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wm.  Ham¬ 
mock's,  on  the  east  by  M.  Williamson’s,  dated  May  7, 
1784,  (Same  source,  page  200). 

John  Taylor  Duke — “Second  Bounty”  287 acres  of 
land  in  Washington  County,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
College  lands,  on  the  south  by  Williamson’s  and  by  Ham- 
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mock’s,  dated  May  17,  1784.  (Same  source,  page  200). 

William  Duke  had  grants  of  land  adjoining  John  Tay¬ 
lor  Duke’s : 

April  3,  178-1 — Certificate  of  Colonel  Elijah  Clark 
that  William  Duke  served  as  lieutenant  of  the  Battle 
of  Minute  Men,  though  not  an  inhabitanl  of  this  state. 
(Same  source,  page  68). 

1784 — Grant  of  land  to  William  Duke,  28 7j4  acres 
of  land  in  Washington  County,  bounded  on  the  east  by 
Wm.  Pope’s,  on  the  south  by  Hammock’s  ...  on 
Shoulderbone  Creek.  (Same  source) 

John.  Taylor  Duke,  Revolutionary  soldier,  Bounty  grant, 
287  acres  of  land  in  Washington  County,  bounded  on 


the  north  (vacant),  on  the  east  by  Elijah  Clark,  on  the 
south  by  John  Heard’s,  and  on  the  west  by  Micajah  Wil¬ 
liamson’s,  dated  June  18,  1784.  (Same  source,  page 
206). 

Revolutionary  soldiers  and  widows  of  Revolutionary 
soldiers  in  Georgia:  Buckner  Duke,  Henry  Duke,  David 
Duke,  James  Duke,  John  Taylor  Duke,  Jr.,  John  Taylor 
Duke,  Sr.,  Nancy,  Keziali,  Thomas,  and  William  Duke. 
(Same  source) 

Washington  County  records  are  missing,  but  the  county 
originally  extended  through  Hancock,  Green,  and  part  of 
Clark  counties,  and  much  of  the  land  granted  in  Washing¬ 
ton  was  cut  off  in  the  counties  to  which  it  gave  land.  John 
Taylor  Duke,  Jr.,  and  William  Duke  were  later  of  Wilkes, 
which  was  an  original  county.  Thomas  Duke  was  also  of 
Wilkes,  as  was  Tavlor  Duke.  Tavlor,  William,  and  Buck- 
ner  Duke  were  next-door  neighbors.  Buckner  was  the  son 
of  Joseph  Duke  and  grandson  of  William  Duke,  Sr.  In 
1792  William  Duke  sold  his  bounty  grant  to  William 
Green,  his  kinsman,  of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina. 

August  24,  1792 — William  Duke  of  Wilkes  County, 
Georgia,  to  William  Green  of  Warren  County,  North 
Carolina,  287*4  acres  of  land  on  Shoulderbone  Creek  of 
Green  County  on  Willis  Pope’s  land,  William  Hammock’s 
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and  William  Green’s,  a  tract  granted  said  Duke.  (Green 
County,  Georgia,  record.) 

July  15,  1787— John  Taylor  Duke  of  Wilkes  County, 
Georgia,  planter,  to  Micajah  Williamson  of  Wilkes,  287^4 
acres  of  land  in  Green  County,  a  tract  annexed  to  a  tract 
granted  to  the  said  Duke  January  15,  1785 

John  Taylor  Duke,  Jr. 

November  13,  1805 — John  Duke  of  Clark  County, 
Georgia,  to  William  Duke  of  Clark,  85  acres  of  land  on 
said  Martin’s  line  to  the  said  Duke’s  original  line,  being 
the  tract  that  John  Duke  purchased  of  John  Carey. 
Signed,  John  T.  Duke.  Test:  James  Tyre,  Jesse  Mitchell. 
(Deeds  C,  page  106.)  Original  line  meant  grant. 

John  Taylor  Duke,  Jr.,  had  sons  Thomas  and  Joseph. 

Will  of  John  Taylor  Duke 

(Proved  in  Newton  County,  Ga.,  January  7,  1850.) 

1  John  T.  Duke,  having  lived  more  than  the  usual 
time  allotted  to  man — of  feeble  old  age,  but  sound  in 
mind,  and  being  desirous  to  dispose  of  the  property  with 
which  God  has  blessed  me,  1  make  this  my  last  will  and 
testament 

Item — No.  1 — I  give  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it  and 
my  body  to  the  dust  from  whence  it  came,  trusting  that 
God  will  raise  it  up  again  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

Item  No  2 — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  grandchildren 
viz — Catherine  Willingham,  Louisa  Smith,  Martha  North, 
and  Thomas  McCoy  that  lot  of  land  lying  in  Macon 
County,  Georgia,  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  to  be  equally 
divided  among  them  in  full  of  all  claims  against  my  estate. 

Item  No.  3 — 1  will  and  direct  that  my  negroes  and  all 
the  property  not  otherwise  disposed  of  be  sold  and  the 
proceeds,  after  paying  my  just  debts,  be  distributed  as 
here-in -after  provided 
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Item — 4 — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Thomas  M.  Duke 
and  Edwin  Shepherd  for  the  use  of  my  daughter  Lucy 
Hodnett  and  to  the  heirs  of  her  body  after  her,  an  equal 
distributive  share  arising  from  the  sale  of  my  property  as 
above  directed,  to  be  used  or  invested  by  the  said  trustees 
as  they  may  deem  most  beneficial  to  the  parties  interested. 

Item  No.  5 — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sons  Joseph 
Duke,  Thomas  M.  Duke,  Clayton  Duke,  and  my  daughters 
Deborah  Allen  and  Emily  Shepherd  each  an  equal  share 
arising  from  the  sale  of  my  property,  as  above  provided, 
— however  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  to  be  first  de¬ 
ducted  from  the  share  of  Thomas  M.  Duke,  being  the  value 
of  land  heretofore  given  him. 

Item  No.  6 — Revoking  all  former  wills,  I  appoint 
Thomas  M.  Duke  and  Edwin  Shepherd  Executors  of  this 
my  last  will  and  testament. 

Dated,  June  2,  1849.  Signed,  John  T.  Duke 

Witnesses,  John  Bass,  McKendree  Tucker,  Felix  Hard¬ 
man. 

The  name  Hardyman  is  spelled  in  Georgia,  Hardman, 
Hardiman,  and  Hardeman. 

Henry  Duke  in  Brunswick  County,  Va. 

June  1,  1748 — Edward  Goodrich  of  Brunswick  County 
and  Anne  his  wife  to  Henry  Duke  of  Brunswick,  for  45 
pounds,  100  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Three 
Creeks,  being  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  granted  to  John 
Walker  by  patent  dated  at  Williamsburg  October  31,  1726 
.  .  .  which  parcel  of  land  the  said  Edward  Goodrich  now 
lives  on  and  was  formerly  in  Surry  County.  No  witnesses. 
Proved  Aug  4,  1748. 

Sept.  6.  1749 — Henry  Duke  of  Lunenburg  County  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  to  Edward  Goodrich  of  Brunswick 
County,  for  45  pounds,  100  acres  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  Three  Creeks,  Brunswick  County,  being  the  plan¬ 
tation  on  which  the  said  Edward  Goodrich  now  lives, 
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which  land  was  formerly  in  Surry  County.  .  .  .  Proved  at 
a  Court  held  for  Brunswick  County,  Sept.  24,  1749,  “This 
Indenture  was  acknowledged  by  Henry  Duke  one  of  the 
parties  .  .  .  and  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  the  said  Henry 
personally  appeared  in  Court,  etc.  .  .  .  ”  (Deed  Bk.  2, 
page  594) 

Major  John  Duke  in  Lunenburg  County 

Oct.  8,  1750 — Grant  of  land  to  John  Duke,  for  50 
Shillings,  500  acres  of  land  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg, 
Beginning  at  John  Taylor  Duke's  white  oak  on  Flat!  Creek, 
etc.  .  .  .  ( Patent  Book  30,  p.  299,  Land  Office,  Richmond, 
Va.) 

Sept.  21,  1752 — Major  John  Duke  of  Dinwiddle 
County,  Virginia,  to  Ephraim  ‘Mabry  of  Lunenburg,  50 
acres  of  the  above  grant  of  land  on  the  lower  side  of  Flatt 
Creek.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  C.  Courtney,  Edward  Goodrich, 
Charles  Duke 

Sept.  8,  1752 — John  Duke  of  Dinwiddle  to  Clack 
Courtney  of  Brunswick,  Chirurgeon,  for  60  pounds,  450 
acres  of  the  above  grant  of  land  located  on  the  upper  side 
of  Flatt  Creek.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Thomas  T witty,  Edward 
Goodrich,  Ephraim  Mabry,  and  Charles  Duke.  (Bk.  4, 
p.  217) 

Dinwiddle  was  taken  in  1752  from  Prince  George 
County,  Virginia. 

List  of  Tithes  Taken  for  Lunenburg  County,  Va. 

1749 — By  Hugh  Lawson — Between  Hounds  Creek  and 
Meherrin  River — 

John  Doak — 1  tithe 
James  Duke — 1  tithe  and  2  slaves 
1 749 — By  William  Howard— 

John  Duke,  Sr.,  and  John  Duke, — 2  tithes 
1752 — By  Field  Jefferson  (This  part  of  the  county  was 
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on  the  south  side  of  Roanoke  River,  bordering 
on  North  Carolina.) 

John  Taylor  Duke — 1  tithe 

1753 — By  Field  Jefferson  (Same  location  as  given  above) 
John  Taylor  Duke — 1  tithe. 

1757 — By  John  Speed — (In  1764  this  part  of  Lunenburg 
became  Mecklenburg  County.) 

John  Taylor  Duke 

James  Duke  (see  below) 

Edmund  Duke — 3  tithes  atid  2  slaves  (see  below) 

1761 — By  Richard  Whitton— St.  James’  Parish— 
Edmund  Duke — 1  tithe 
Tames  Duke — 1  tithe 

1761 — By  Henry  Deloney — St.  James’  Parish 

& 

1762  James  Duke — 2  tithes  and  2  slaves 
Edmund  Duke — 1  tithe 

17 64 — By  Richard  Whitton — St.  James’  Parish  (In  1764 
this  district  was  cut  off  to  form  Mecklenburg 
County. ) 

David  Duke — is  listed  as  living  with  Col.  Lewis 
Burwell,  but  not  as  an  overseer. 

Henry  Duke — 1  tithe. 


John  Doak,  the  tithable  in  1749,  had  a  grant  of  land  in 
1748  in  Lunenburg  County,  and  in  1761  he  conveyed  it  to 
Daniel  Price,  signing  the  conveyance  “John  Doak.” 

Concerning  the  tithables  James  Duke  and  Edmund 
Duke,  in  1771  Edmund  Duke  of  Cumberland  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  with  Peterfield  Parish,  conveyed  to  Erasure  Wil¬ 
liams  certain  land  given  him  “by  his  father  James  Duke.” 
(Charles  City  County,  Va.,  record.) 


In  1787  Edmund  Duke  of  Goochland  County  Virginia 
(adjoins  Cumberland),  bought  land  in  Granville  County, 
North  Carolina,  of  Robert  Coleman.  William  Longmire 
was  a  witness  to  the  deed.  In  1816  William  Longmire, 
Senr.,  gave  a  slave  to  his  granddaughter  Charlotte  Duke. 
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Guardian  Book,  1815 — 282,  342,  Nathaniel  Robards, 
Guardian  of  Charlotte  Duke,  Orphan  in  1821.  (Gran¬ 
ville,  N.  C.  Records) 

Granville  Countv  Court  Minutes,  1796-1799:  “Edmund 
Taylor  Junr.  appointed  Guardian  to  Mary  M.  Duke  Or¬ 
phan  of  Edmd.  Duke,  Deed,  who  enters  into  Bond  with 
Richard  Taylor  his  Surety  in  the  Sum  of  10,000 
Pounds — ”  November  Court  (Nov.  10th)  1797. 

Will  Book  5,  page  187 — A  bill  of  sale  made  in  October 
1801  from  Joseph  Adams  to  Edmund  Taylor,  Guardian 
of  Mary  Marten  Duke,  for  household  and  Kitchen  furni¬ 
ture.  (Granville  County) 

Edmund  Taylor,  Junr.,  was  probably  the  grandson  of 
Colonel  John  Taylor  of  Caroline  County,  Virginia,  and 
Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  and  son  of  Edmund 
Taylor. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


John  Duke  the  Elder  in  Brunswick  County,  Ya. 


Sept.  28,  1728 — Grant  of  land  to  John  Duke  of  Bruns¬ 
wick  County,  195  acres,  lying  on  the  North  Side  of  Meher- 
rin  River  in  Brunswick,  beginning  at  a  white  oak  on  the 
outward  Fork  of  Reedy  Creek,  being  a  corner  of  William 
Duke’s  land,  thence  up  William  Duke’s  line  South  ...  to 
a  corner  of  Tames  Baker's  land  and  by  Baker’s  lines 
Southwest  .  .  .  (Patent  Book  14,  page  59,  Richmond, 
Virginia). 

Reedy  Creek  was  a  little  south  of  Three  Creeks. 

Oct.  28,  1745 — John  Duke  the  Elder  of  Brunswick 
County  to  Sterling  Clack  of  Brunswick,  for  100  pounds, 
195  acres,  on  the  north  side  of  Meherrin  River  in  Bruns¬ 
wick  County,  beginning  at  a  white  oak  on  the  outward 
Fork  of  Reedy  Creek,  a  corner  of  land  formerly  belonging 
to  William  Duke,  but  now  in  possession  of  Lewis  Parham, 
thence  by  the  said  Parham’s  line  .  .  .  to  a  corner  of  Baker’s 
alias  Clack’s  land.  Witnesses,  John  Edwards,  James  Car¬ 
ter,  William  Eld  ridge. 


At  a  Court  held  for  Brunswick  County,  November  7, 
1745  This  Indenture  was  acknowledged  bv  John  Duke 
.  .  .  and  Ruth  the  wife  of  the  said  John  Duke  personally 
appeared  in  Court,  etc.  (Deed  Bk.  3,  p.  96) 

August  7,  1746 — John  Evans  of  Brunswick  County  to 
John  Duke  of  Brunswick,  for  40  pounds,  all  that  tract  of 
land  granted  to  John  Evans  by  Letters  Patent  February 
first  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Lord  the 
King,  that  now  is  containing  30C  acres  in  Brunswick  on 
both  sides  Roses  Creek,  thence  up  the  Creek  ...  to  Harri¬ 
sons  corner  Poplar  on  the  Creek.  ...  No  Witnesses. 
Proved,  Sept.  4,  1746,  by  John  Evans  and  Elizabeth  die 
wife  of  the  said  John  Evans,  etc.  (Bk.  3,  p.  219.) 
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July  26,  1759 — John  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  Elisha 
Clark  of  the  same  county  for  30  pounds,  100  acres  lying 
on  the  south  side  of  Roses  Creek,  Brunswick  County, 
beginning  at  a  white  oak  .  .  .  then  to  Harrison’s 
corner.  .  .  . 

At  a  Court  held  for  Brunswick  County  August  27,  1759 
This  Indenture  was  acknowledged  by  John  Duke  .  .  .  and 
Ruth  the  wife  of  the  said  John  being  first  privily  ex¬ 
amined,  etc.  (Bk.  6,  p,  391) 

John  Duke  to  His  Son  Joel 

August  22,  1760- — John  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  Joel 
Duke  of  the  same  County,  for  50  pounds,  100  acres  more 
or  less  on  the  north  side  of  Roses  Creek,  part  of  that  tract 
granted  John  Evans,  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Branch  that  runs  between  John  Duke  and  Joel  Duke. 
Witnesses,  Burnell  (Burwell?)  Rives.  Proved  by  John 
Duke  Aug.  15,  1760  John  Robinson,  Cler.  Cur.  (Bk.  6, 
page  552.) 

Sept.  30,  1763 — Grant  of  Land  to  John  Duke,  for  40 
Shillings,  190  acres  in  Brunswick  County,  lying  on  the 
north  side  of  Sandy  Creek,  Beginning  at  Evans  line  on 
Sandy  Creek,  thence  by  his  line  south  to  a  branch  cak  on 
Sandy  Creek  ...  to  a  gum  on  Sinclairs  line,  thence  by  his 
land  north  to  Sandy  Creek.  .  .  .  (Pat.  Bk.  35,  p.  460) 

Sept.  24,  1764 — John  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  Edward 
Parish  for  10  pounds,  100  acres  of  land  more  or  less  .  .  . 
on  Sinclairs  line  ...  to  Sandy  Creek  at  John  Duke’s  cor¬ 
ner  white  oak,  etc.,  land  formerly  granted  said  John  Duke, 
August  30,  1763.  Witnesses,  Francis  Young,  Joseph  Ben¬ 
nett,  Hollis  Timms.  (Bk.  4,  page  216) 

June  10,  1765 — John  Duke  and  Joel  Duke  of  Bruns¬ 
wick  to  Daniel  Fowler  of  Brunswick  for  42  pounds  10 
shillings,  305  acres  of  land  more  or  less,  lying  between 
Roses  Creek  and  Sandy  Creek,  part  of  a  larger  tract  for¬ 
merly  granted  John  Evans  and  by  the  sd.  Evans  conveyed 
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to  John  Duke  August  7,  1746,  also  the  sd.  John  Duke 
conveyed  part  of  the  300  acres  to  his  son  Joel  Duke, 
Beginning  at  Harrisons  corner  Great  Poplar  on  the  north 
side  of  Roses  Creek  thence  northeast  ...  to  where  the  line 
crosses  Sandy  Creek  thence  ...  to  Roses  Creek.  No 
witnesses.  Acknowledged  by  John  Duke  June  24,  1765 
.  .  .  and  Ruth  and  Anne  the  wives  of  the  said  John  and 
Joel,  etc.  (Bk.  8,  p,  145) 

It  was  some  time  after  this  transaction  that  John  Duke 
the  Elder  and  his  family  joined  William  Duke,  Sr.,  and 
his  family  in  Bute  County,  North  Carolina.  In  1774  John 
Duke  the  Elder  or  his  son  John  must  have  returned  to 
Brunswick  and  disposed  of  the  remainder  of  his  holdings: 

l  Dec.  15,  1774 — John  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  Thomas 

Bass  of  Brunswick  for  100  pounds,  175  acres  more  or  less 
on  the  south  side  of  Sandy  Cretk,  thence  down  said  Creek 
to  Basses  line  ...  to  John  Wallis  ...  to  Peter  Willis  .  .  . 
to  the  beginning.  Witnesses,  John  Dugar,  Junr.,  John 
Dugar.  Senr.,  Howard  Bailey,  James  Bass.  Peter  Pel- 

\  ham,  Junr.  C.  C.  (Bk.  11,  p.  366) 

Joel  Duke,  son  of  John  Duke  the  Elder,  was  in  Georgia 
in  1785,  in  Wilkes  Countv: 

Department  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga.:  Headright  Grants, 
Joel  Duke  200  acres  in  Wilkes  County. 

Registered  and  Eligible  to  draw  in  the  Lottery  of  1806, 
Joel  Duke  had  2  draws.  2  draws  meant  that  a  man  had 
a  family,  or  at  least  was  married.  Joel  drew  from  Burk 
County. 

In  1790  Joel  Duke  of  Wilkes  County  sold  land  to  John 
Cole. 

. 

Names  of  widows  of  Revolutionary  Soldiers  who  drew 
in  Georgia  in  the  Lottery  of  1827,  page  278:  Ann  Duke — 
lived  in  Jones  County. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


William  Duke,  Sr.,  and  Son  William  in  Brunswick 
County,  Va.  Duke  Home  in  Devon,  England. 
William,  Sr.,  and  Son  Samuel  in  Edge¬ 
combe  County,  N.  C. 


Oct.  13,  1727— Capt.  Jas.  Baker  of  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  Virginia,  Land  Patent  in  Brunswick  County, 
Virginia,  on  the  north  side  of  Meherrin  River  on  Rocky 
Creek,  adjoining  William  Duke.  (Bk.  13,  page  187.) 

Sept.  28,  1728 — Grant  to  William  Duke,  no  considera¬ 
tion  mentioned,  317  acres  of  New  Land  in  Brunswick 
County  on  the  south  side  of  the  Fork  of  Reedy  Creek, 
Beginning  at  a  birch,  which  is  a  corner  tree  of  Nathaniel 
Greene.  (Book  14,  page  31.) 

William  Duke’s  son  William,  Jr.,  married  Mary,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  Green  of  Brunswick.  Possum  Quarter 
Creek  lies  between  Rocky  Run  and  Reedy  Creek,  and  also 
between  Rocky  Run  and  Three  Creeks.  The  Dukes  gave 
these  names  to  the  streams  on  which  they  settled  in  North 
Carolina,  as  will  be  seen. 

July  1,  1742 — William  Duke  the  Elder  of  Brunswick 
County  &  Elizabeth  his  wife  to  William  Duke  the  Younger 
of  Brunswick,  for  Five  Shillings  &  Love  &  Affection  All 
that  certain  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  Fork  of 
Reedy  Creek,  containing  317  acres,  and  bounded  as  in 
certain  Letters  Patent,  bearing  date  at  Williamsburg  the 
28th  dav  of  September,  1728.  No  witnesses.  (Bk.  2, 
page  168.) 

May  11,  1744 — William  Duke  the  Younger  and  Mary 
his  wife  and  William  Duke  the  Elder  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife  to  Lewis  Parham,  all  of  Brunswick  County,  for  Fifty 
Pounds,  all  that  parcel  of  land  granted  unto  the  said  Wil¬ 
liam  Duke  the  Elder  by  Letters  Patent  September  28, 
1728,  containing  317  acres.  (Book  2,  page  463.) 
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Green  Duke,  son  of  William  the  Younger,  married 
Elizabeth  Parham  and  had  sons  Lewis  Parham  Duke  and 
William  Parham  Duke. 

In  1743  William  Duke,  Sr.,  and  his  son  Samuel  Duke 
were  in  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina,  where  in 
1745  William,  Sr.,  had  a  grant  of  land.  In  1746  his  sons 
were  all  with  him  in  Granville,  which  was  set  up  that  year 
from  Edgecombe  County. 

There  is  another  record  of  William  Duke  in  Brunswick, 
although  both  parties  to  the  transaction  were  of  Bute 
County,  North  Carolina,  set  up  1764  from  Granville. 

“  .  .  .  I  William  House  of  the  County  of  Bute  for  the 
sum  of  Forty  Pounds  Current  money  to  me  in  hand  paid 
by  William  Duke  of  the  County  of  Bute,  Province  of 
North  Carolina  .  .  .  have  sold  .  .  .  and  delivered  by  these 
presents  in  plain  and  open  market  .  .  .  unto  the  sd  William 
Duke  Three  negroes  to  wit :  Hannah  a  wench  and  Lucy  a 
girl  and  Buck  a  girl.  .  .  .  ”  Dated  Feby.  25,  1765  ;  proved 
May  25,  1765.  Witnesses,  Isaac  House,  Jr.,  Robert  Gee, 
Nathaniel  Edwards  D.  C. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  Duke,  Jr.,  and  his  wife 
Mary  Green,  married  Isaac  House. 


In  his  “Genealogy  of  the  Cocke  Family  in  Virginia,” 
James  G.  Southall  says  of  early  settlers  in  the  Colony  of 
Virginia,  “The  Carys  intermarried  with  the  family  of 
Richard  Cocke  about  1690.  This  was  a  Devonshire  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  southwest  of  England,  as  were  the  Brays  and 
Dukes.”  (From  Virginia  Magazine  of  History,  Vol.  3, 


page  285. ) 

With  this  assurance  and  with  Mr.  Lewis  Yancey  Christ¬ 
mas’s  as  to  the  English  home  of  the  Dukes  and  with  the 
Ftuke  and  Byrd  relationship  established,  Mr.  Christmas’s 
article  is  given  in  full.  But  his  statements  must  relate 
mostly  to  William  Duke  of  Charles  City  County  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Duke,  Sr.,  of  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina.  Captain  Henry  Duke’s  widow,  Elizabeth 


. 
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(Taylor)  Duke,  appears  to  have  used  the  crest  of  the 
Dukes  of  Otterton,  County  of  Devon,  as  her  seal  on  the 
deed  of  conveyance  of  Flower  de  Hundred :  “A  griffin 
rampant,  winged  or,  holding  in  dexter  paw  a  chaplet 
azure”  (Visitation  of  the  County  of  Devon,  page  98). 
Although  the  seal  is  blurred,  the  griffin  rampant  can  be 
plainly  seen. 

No  records  could  be  found  of  Raleigh  Duke  who,  Mr. 
Christmas  states,  and  mistakenly,  was  the  father  of  Wil- 
Ham  Duke.  .  A  search  of  the  English  records  might  reveal 
that  Raleigh  was  the  son  of  Richard  Duke,  first  son  and 
heir  of  Powerhayes  and  Otterton,  Devonshire,  who  was 
disinherited  by  his  father,  Richard,  '‘for  that  he  matched 
against  his  will  &  consent”  (see  “Westcote.”  page  560). 
His  wife’s  name  is  not  known;  he  was  buried  at  Otterton 
27  March  1653.  (From  “A  Pedigree  of  the  Devonshire 
Branch  of  Duke,”  etc.,  by  Rev  Rashleigh  E.  H.  Duke, 
1855.  Raleigh  has  been  spelled  Rashleigh.  The  book  is 
in  the  Library  of  Congress.)  Raleigh  Duke  may  have 
been  the  father  of  William  Duke  of  Charles  Citv  County 

v  « 

who,  Mr.  Southall  says,  was  of  Devonshire,  England. 


The  Duke  Family,  by  Lewis  Y.  Christmas 

The  Dukes  are  an  old  family  of  English  descent,  one 
branch  of  which  has  long  been  settled  in  County  Polotine 
of  Chester  and  another  in  Devonshire. 

William  Duke  was  a  younger  son  of  Raleigh  Duke, 
Esq.,  of  Hays  Farm,  Devonshire,  England,  and  was  born 
at  that  place  in  1709.  Hays  Farm  is  still  owned  by  the 
descendants  of  his  oldest  brother.  It  was  the  birthplace  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  a  picture  of  it  can  be  seen  in  the 
1st  volume  of  Hawk’s  History  of  North  Carolina.  Whether 
there  was  any  relationship  between  the  Dukes  and  Raleighs 
I  do  not  know,  but  Mr.  Raleigh  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  a 
descendant  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  says  that  he  has  always 
understood  that  “Hays”  passed  into  the  Duke  family  by 


. 
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an  intermarriage  of  the  Dukes  and  Raleighs.  His  impres¬ 
sion  is  that  his  father  was  so  informed  by  the  then  Mr. 
Duke  of  “Hays”.  Some  probability  is  lent  to  this  supposed 
marriage  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  William  Duke’s  father  was 


named  Raleigh  Duke.  His  parents  dying  when  he  was  a 
small  lad,  and  the  estate  not  a  large  one,  passing,  according 
to  English  law  and  custom,  to  his  eldest  brother,  William 
Duke  was  left  poor,  and  was  brought  to  Virginia  by  his 
relation,  Colonel  William  Byrd  of  Westover,  on  James 
River,  who  raised  him,  gave  him  the  rudiments  of  a  good 
business  education,  and  better  than  all  taught  him  to  work. 

In  1727  Colonel  Byrd  was  appointed  one  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  to  run  the  line  between  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  and,  as  we  learn  from  his  published  account  of 
this  survey,  was  so  pleased  with  the  soil  of  Warren  and 
Granville  counties  that  he  called  it  the  “Land  of  Eden,” 
and  pronounced  it  a  great  country  for  young  men. 

A  short  time  afterwards  William  Duke,  probably 
through  Colonel  Byrd’s  influence,  moved  to  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  in  1735  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Edward  Green,  who  lived  in  what  is  now  Warren  County, 
then  a  part  of  Edgecombe.  He  settled  at  Purchase  Patent. 

This  account  is  followed  by  several  pages  of  Duke- 
Wortham,  etc.  lineage,  with  a  copy  of  the  will  of  Green 


Duke,  Sr.,  attached.  There  is  also  a  footnote:  “This 
sketch  was  compiled  by  Lewis  Y.  Christmas,  Warren 
County,  N.  C,  partly  from  old  letters  and  papers  in  his 
possession,  with  his  mother’s  assistance  and  with  the  help 
of  others.” 

This  paper  is  not  dated,  but  in  1822  Mr.  Lewis  Y. 
Christmas  was  on  the  Jury  at  Warrenton,  Warren  County, 
North  Carolina.  Nancy,  daughter  of  William  Duke,  Jr., 
and  his  wife  Marv  Green,  married  before  1777  John  Christ- 
mas;  Bute  County,  N.  C.,  Crown  Papers  1764-1779;  Deed 
of  Gift  from  William  Duke  to  his  daughter  Nancy  Christ¬ 
mas,  wife  of  John  Christmas,  dated  April  14,  1777.  Sally, 
another  daughter,  married  Thomas  Christmas. 


. 
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Hays  Farm. 


“Hays  Farm”  is  down  in  the  eastern  corner  of  Devon¬ 
shire  in  England,  about  three  miles  from  the  village  of 
Otterton,  the  seat  of  the  Dukes  of  Otterton,  and  but  a 
short  distance  from  Budleigh-Salterton,  a  noted  watering 
place  on  the  Devon  coast.  “Hays”  is  situated  on  what  is 
known  as  Barton-Hays  farmstead.  In  1584  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  wrote  Richard  Duke,  at  that  time  owner  of  the 
estate,  of  his  desire  to  purchase  it,  declaring,  “But  for  the 
natural  disposition  I  have  in  that  place,  being  born  in  that 
house,  I  had  rather  seat  myself  there  than  anywhere  else.” 
By  her  will,  dated  October  28,  1772,  Frances,  wife  of 
Robert  Duke  of  Powerhayes  and  Otterton  left  the  bulk  of 
her  property  to  the  Rev.  John  Glubb.  Pie  was  the  grand¬ 
father  of  the  Miss  Glubb  who  found  the  letter  of  Sir. 
Walter  Raleigh  “among  some  old  papers  and  letters  which 
were  about  to  be  cast  away,”  and  who  caused  it  to  be  ex¬ 
hibited  at  Plymouth  in  1888  among  the  Armada  and  Eliza- 
bethan  relics.  (See  “Birthplace  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.” 
by  Dr.  Brushheld  in  Devon  Association,  1889,  etc.) 


William  Duke,  Sr.,  and  son  Samuel  in  North 

Carolina. 

“Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina,”  Yol.  4,  p.  640: 
“Samuel  Duke  proved  his  rights.  Edgecombe  County  4 
Whites  in  November  10,  1743.” 

Same  source,  Vol.  4,  pages  763-4,  “William  Duke  peti¬ 
tioned  for  a  land  grant  of  300  acres  in  Edgecombe  County 
in  1745.” 

The  four  whites  were  of  course  Samuel,  his  wife,  and 
his  father  and  mother,  William  Duke.  Sr.,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth — who  conveyed  their  Brunswick  County.  Vir¬ 
ginia,  holdings  to  their  son  William,  Jr.,  in  1742,  and 
finding  North  Carolina  much  to  their  liking  and  desiring 
to  settle  there,  William,  Sr.,  and  Elzabeth  returned  to 


■ 


THE  DU1CE-SYMES  FAMILY 


Qs 

y  %j 


Brunswick  and  with  William,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Mary  Green 
disposed  finally  of  the  property. 

When  a  man  petitioned  for  a  land  grant  he  had  to  prove 
his  rights,  which  varied  from  time  to  time  according  to  the 
various  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly.  He  must  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  for  one  thing.  William  Duke  must 
have  had  two  grants  of  three  hundred  acres  each,  since  he 
disposed  of  two.  This  land  lay  in  Granville  in  1746,  when 
that  county  was  taken  from  Edgecombe. 


■ 
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CHAPTER  X 


William,  Sr.,  and  Sons  in  Granville  Co.,  N.  C. 

March  4,  1746 — William  Duke,  Sr.,  of  Granville  County 
“to  John  Duke  my  well  beloved  son”  of  Granville,  a  tract 
of  land  containing  250  acres  on  Oppossum  Quarter  & 
bounded  as  by  a  patent  granted  to  the  sd  William  Duke  for 
300  acres  bearing  date  April  20,  1745.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  John 
Hooker,  Thomas  Dennard.  Proved  March  Court  1746. 

William  Duke,  Sr.,  to  his  son's  father-in-law. 

March  3,  1746 — William  Duke  of  Granville  to  Edward 
Green  of  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  a  tract  of  land  with 
the  appurtenances  situated  on  the  Reedy  Creek  in  Granville 
County  in  North  Carolina,  containing  300  acres,  Begin¬ 
ning  at  a  White  Oak  Thence  .  .  .  up  the  swamp  to  the 
first  station,  being  a  tract  of  land  granted  the  sd  Wiliiam 
Duke  by  Patent  bearing  date  Newburn  April  20,  1745. 
Witnesses,  West  Harris,  James  Ross.  Probated  March 
Court  1746. 

Venire  for  Grand  Jury,  November  Court  1748:  “Mr. 
Willm.  Duke,”  is  among  the  twenty-two  men  summoned 
to  serve  on  the  jury. 

In  early  days  “Mr.”  was  a  title  given  only  to  men  of 
importance. 

John  Duke  and  William  Duke,  Tr.,  Are  Witnesses 

To  Tiieir  Father’s  Deed. 

March  Court  1749  .  .  .  William  Duke  of  Granville 
to  William  Ledbetter  of  Granville,  200  acres  on  Hors  Creek 
and  bounded  as  by  a  Patent  granted  John  Payne  and  was 
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conveyed  to  William  Kinshon  and  from  him  to  William 
Duke.  Witnesses,  John  Duke,  William  Duke.  Proved  by 
William  Duke  before  Dan.  Weldon  C.  C.  Wm.  Eaton  P. 
Reg.  (Bk.  A,  page  255.) 

Jan.  23,  1753 — Jacob  Bledsoe  to  William  Duke,  a  tract 
of  land  and  plantation  in  Granville  County  on  the  north 
side  of  Mine  branch,  containing*  100  acres.  .  .  .  Witnesses, 
John  Duke,  George  Martin,  William  Plouse.  Proved 
March  6,  1753.  (Bk.  4,  page  164.) 

August  25,  1758 — -William  Duke  to  Thomas  House,  Jr., 
land  on  north  side  of  Sandy  Creek  containing  100  acres 
conveyed  from  Abraham  Bledsoe  to  Jacob  Bledsoe  and  by 
him  to  William  Duke.  Acknowledged  by  William  Duke 
March,  1759,  Granville  County  Court. 


William  Duke,  Sr.,  Security  for  his  son  Samuel. 
Granville  County) 

George  the  second  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great 
Britain  &c.  To  the  Sheri f  of  Our  sd  County  Greetings. 
Whereas  Charles  King  lately  in  Our  sd  County  Court  hath 
recovered  agn  Samuel  Duke  the  Sums  of  Fifty  one  shill- 
ings  Sterl.  8z  fifty  seven  shillings  8z  eleven  pence  prod.. .  .  . 
as  well  for  a  Debt  due  to  the  sd  Charles  King  as  for 
Damages  &  Costs  by  him  about  his  Suit  in  that  behalf 
expended  whereof  the  sd  Samuel  Duke  is  Convicted  as  ap¬ 
pears  to  Us  of  Record  Nevertheless  Execution  of  the  sd. 
judgment  remains  to  be  done.  And  whereas  William 
Duke,  Senr.  on  the  6th  day  of  February  A.D.  1754  by  his 
certain  Writing  Obligatory  did  bind  himself  that  if  the 
said  Samuel  Duke  should  be  convicted  in  the  Action  afsd. 
that  he  should  pay  all  such  damages  as  should  be  adjudged 
to  the  sd  Charles  King  or  render  his  Body  to  Prison  for 
the  same  or  that  the  sd  William  Duke  would  do  it  for  him 
as  by  the  sd  Writing  Obligatory  manifestly  appears  But 
the  sd  Samuel  Duke  the  Debt  &  Damages  afsd.  to  the  sd 
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Charles  King  hath  not  paid  nor  his  Body  to  Prison  hath 
rendered  as  by  the  sd  Charles  King 

We  are  informed,  Therefore  We  Command  vou  that  by 
good  and  lawful  Men  of  your  Bailiwic  you  make  known  to 
the  sd  William  Duke  that  he  be  before  Our  Justices  at  Our 
Next  Court  to  be  held  by  the  sd  County  at  the  Court  house 
on  the  First  Tuesday  in  March  next  to  shew  cause  if  any 
he  can  why  the  sd  Charles  King  Execution  agn.  him  of 
the  Debt  &  Damage  afsd.  ought  not  to  have  according  to 
the  form  of  the  sd  Writing  Obligatory  if  to  him  it  seems 
Expedient.  And  have  you  there  then  the  Names  of  those 
by  whom  you  shall  make  known,  and  this  Writ.  Witness 
Daniel  Weldon  Clerk  of  Our  sd  Court  the  fourth  day  of 
December  A.  D.  1755.  And  in  XXIX  year  of  Our  Reign 

(Old  Court  Paper.) 

Danl.  Weldon  C,  C. 


William  Duke,  Sr.,  and  Sons  Taxables  And 

Troopers. 


From  a  List  of  Tythables  for  Granville  County,  year 


1750, 

Samuel  Duke . 1 

Joseph  Duke . 3 

(Probably  himself  and  slaves.) 

John  Duke . 3 

William  Duke,  Junr. 

(one  negro  wench  Sarah . 2 


From  a  List  of  Tythables  for  Granville  County,  year 
1755, 

William  Duke,  one  negro 
William  Duke,  two  negroes 
Mary  Duke 
Samuel  Duke 
Robert  Duke 
Joseph  Duke 
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William  Duke,  Sr.,  and  Sons,  Troopers. 

From  “State  Records  of  North  Carolina,”  by  Judge 
Walter  Clark,  Vo!.  22,  page  67  et  seq. 


“Granville  County  Novr.  Ye  28th  Day  1754 

A  Just  Roll  of  all  the  Troopers  Names  Belonging  to  Gran¬ 
ville  County  under  Command  of  Capt.  William  Hurst,  to 

wit :  T 

Joseph  Duke 

William  Duke,  Jr. 

Granville  County  Muster  Roll  of  the  Regiment  in 

Granville  County  under  the  Command  of  Colo.  William 
Eaton,  as  taken  at  a  General  Muster  of  the  said  Regiment 
8  October  1754:  Captain  Richard  Coleman’s  Company, 
62  Robert  Duke 

Captain  Daniel  Harris’s  Company, 

35  William  Duke 

36  William  Duke,  Junr. 

37  Samuel  Duke 

38  John  Duke 

39  Joseph  Duke” 

In  regard  to  taxables  and  tithabl.es,  the  law  was  about 
the  same  in  North  Carolina  as  in  Virginia.  A  man  was 
expected  to  return  for  his  slaves  as  well  as  for  his  sons 
sixteen  years  of  age  and  up. 

From  Loose  Papers  in  the  Office  of  Superior  Court  at 
Oxford,  N.  C. : 

May  31,  1748— William  Duglas 

vs 

Samuel  Duke 

At  a  Court  Held  for  Granville  County  At  The  Court 
House  On  The  ....  Present  His  Majesty’s  Justices 
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May  1756- — Alexander  Erskine 

vs 

Robert  Duke,  Joseph  Duke  &  John  Greene 

(Judgment  erased  from  the  record)  Page  33 
August  1763 — Benj.  Merritt 

vs 

Robert  Duke  (For  Debt — John  Williams 

has  power  of  attorney) . Page  86 

May  1762 — James  Duke 

vs 

Henry  Long 

(Damages  recovered  by  plaintiff.  .Page  98 

Robert  Duke  and  his  brother  John  had  removed  in 
1763/4  to  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  and  Judge  John 
Williams  had  Robert’s  power  of  attorney. 

In  1760  the  sons  of  William  Duke  had  adjoining  grants 
of  land,  except  John  Duke  who  was  living  on  land  given 
him  bv  his  father  in  1746,  and  which  was  next  to  his 
brothers’  grants.  Robert  Duke  had  his  grant  of  land  a 
little  later.  James  did  not  remain  in  Granville  County. 

March  16,  1761 — Grant  to  Robert  Duke,  700  acres  of 

land  in  Granville  County  on  both  sides  of  Lick  Branch, 

✓ 

Beginning  at  a  Hickory  at  the  letter  A  .  .  .  then  along 
Parkar’s  Line  .  .  .  along  Lewis’s  Line  .  .  .  then  his  other 
line  .  .  .  (Bk.  11,  p.  348, — Land  Grant  Office  North  Caro¬ 
lina.) 

Robert  Duke  sold  this  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
1763  (Granville  County.  Book  F),  and  John  sold  his  land 
which  his  father  had  given  him  between  the  years  1760 
(see  Joseph  Duke’s  1760  grant)  and  1763  to  Matthew 
Edwards  (page  105). 

December  1,  1760 — Grant  to  Joseph  Duke,  328  acres 
of  land  in  Granville  County  on  both  sides  of  Possom 
Quarter  Creek,  beginning  at  a  White  Oak  running  along 
his  own  line  to  a  White  Oak  then  along  Rutherford’s  line 
. .  .  then  along  John  Duke's  South  ...  to  a  White  Oak  then 
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along  Bartholemew’s  line  .  .  .  then  along  Robertson’s  line 
.  .  .  to  a  White  Oak  then  along  his  other  line  to  the  Creek, 
down  the  meanders'  of  the  Creek  to  a  White  Oak  on  Fish¬ 
ing  Creek  .  .  .  thence  north  to  a  hickory  Dukes  Corner. 
(Bk  .11,  p.  348,  File  205,  North  Carolina  Land  Grant 
Office,  Raleigh,  N.  C.) 

March  11,  1760 — Grant  to  William  Duke  (Jr.)  from 
Lord  Granville’s  Agents,  690  acres  in  Granville  on  the 
north  side  of  Fishing  Creek,  Beginning  at  John  Green’s 
corner  red  oak  on  the  head  of  a  Branch,  thence  down  the 
Branch  and  Green’s  line  to  a  gum  on  the  Mouth  of  Bare 
Branch,  thence  up  Bare  Branch  and  Johnson’s  line  ...  by 
Kimball’s  line  .  .  .  by  Burk’s  line  ...  to  a  white  oak  in 
William  Duke’s  line  ...  to  a  red  oak  in  Possum  Quarter 
Creek  ...  to  Rodinfoot  line  ...  to  Joseph  Duke’s  corner 
on  the  said  Creek  .  .  .  (Bk.  11,  p.  342,  N.  C.  Land  Grant 
Office). 

Aug.  26,  1760 — Grant  to  Samuel  Duke,  156  acres  of 
land  in  Granville  County  on  the  south  side  of  Reedy  Creek. 
Beginning  at  a  red  oak  on  the  said  Creek  Bobbitts  Corner 
thence  by  his  line  south  ...  to  a  Black  Jack,  thence  west  .  .  . 
to  a  small  red  oak  in  William  Duke’s  line,  thence  by  his 
line  ...  to-  Governor  Johnson’s  line  ...  to  a  white  oak  on 
the  said  Creek  .  .  .  (Bk.  11,  p.  350,  N.  C.  Land  Office) 

Petition  Signed  By  William  Duke,  Sr., 
William,  Jr.,  Samuel  And  Joseth. 

The  petitioners  whose  names  are  attached  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  undated  paper  were  the  immediate  neighbors  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Duke,  Sr.,  and  his  family  (tax  lists  pp.  146  to  150). 
It  is  possible  to  place  the  date,  however,  as  being  between 
the  years  1763  and  1765,  as  the  name  of  John  Duke  is  not 
given.  John  Duke,  son  of  William  Duke,  Sr.,  had  re¬ 
moved  by  1763/4  to  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  and 
John  Duke  the  Elder,  with  his  family,  did  not  remove 
from  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  to  North  Carolina  un¬ 
til  1769  (Book  2,  page  211 — Warren  County,  Record). 
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To  THE  WORSHIPFULL  COURT  OF  GRANVILLE  COUNTY 


We  the  Petitioners  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Porsam  Quar¬ 
ter,  Reedy  Creek  &  fishing  Creek,  Humbly — Sheweth 
Whereas  it  is  hiphly  necessary  for  the  use  of  we  the  Sub- 
scribers  as  also  the  County  in  General,  To  have  a  Road 
from  Shocco  Road  near  Jno  Greene,  to  Cross  Reedy 
Creek  by  Richard  Maddrys,  so  over  fishing  Creek  near 
Capt.  Harris  &c  a-long  his  Cart  Path  into  the  Main  Road 
Below  Stone  house,  We  the  petitioners  pray  an  Order  may 
be  Granted  for  the  Same,  as  we  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever 
pray  &c  &c 

Lewis  Bobbitt 


John  Clayton 
Thos.  Parker 


Will  Person  Jur. 
Richard  Madry 
William  Bobbitt 
John  Green 
Daniel  PI  arris 
Thos  Williams 
Thos.  Turner 
Jurors  Named 


John  Green 
Joseph  Duke 
Richd  Maddra 
Wm.  Duke 
James  Maddra 
Sami  Duke 
Thos  Williams 


John  Bobbitt 
John  Birch 
Lewis  Patterson 
Lawrence  Lancaster 
George  Hazelwood 
Jessey  rowland 
Edward  Holloman 
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Wm  Rowland  ...  15 
The  Hands  following  to  open 
the  sd  Road 
Rutherfords  Hands 
Jos.  Luke  Robert  More 
Wm.  Duke  Sen 
Samuel  Duke 
Richard  Mader) 

Janies  Madery 
John  Lancaster 
John  Bobbitt  &  Wm  Per¬ 
sons  oversear 
Thos  Williams 
Lawrance  Lancaster 
Daniel  Harris  overseare 
West  Harris 
Lewis  Paterson 
William  Roland 
Jese  Roland 
Mi  el  Harris 

John  Burch 
* 

The  hands  Removed 
Thos  Bell 
John  Rigin 
William  Read 
Jas.  Bell 

In  respect  to  the  spelling  of  names  in  the  records  in  this 
book  and  all  spelling  in  the  records,  no  changes  have  been 
made.  In  early  days  there  was  a  great  deal  of  reckless 
independence  in  the  matter  even  in  official  documents. 

Last  Appearance  of  William  Duke,  Sf.nr.,  in 

the  Records. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  this . torn . in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
two  between  William  Duke  Senr.  of  Bute  County  in  the 
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province  of  North  Carolina  of  the  one  part  and  Matthew 
Duke  of  the  same  County  of  the  other  part  ...  for  the 
sum  of  Six  pounds  Current  money  .  .  .  William  Duke  have 
sold  .  .  .  unto  Matthew  Duke  a  parcel  of  land  in  the  County 
of  Bute  on  Tanphat  (Tan  Yat)  Branch  being  the  Planta¬ 


tion  whereon  William  Duke  now  lives,  containing  bv  es¬ 


timation  fifty  acres  more  or  less  Bounded  by  Matthew 
Duke’s  line  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Lewis  Bobbitt,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Wells.  Proved  May  Court  1774.  Teste  Benj.  McCulloch 
C.  C.  (Bk.  4,  p.  234,  Warren  Co.  Rec.) 

The  death  of  William  Duke,  Sr.,  must  have  occurred 
shortly  after  this  conveyance  of  land  which  was  the  fifty 
acres  remaining  of  his  grant  of  three  hundred  acres  on 
April  20,  1745,  after  giving  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  it  to  his  son  John  Duke  in  1746. 

Matthew  Duke  must  have  been  the  son  of  John  Duke, 
son  of  John  the  Elder.  These  three  Dukes  appear  for  the 
first  time  in  the  tax  lists  of  Bute  County  in  1771.  With 
the  exception  of  John  the  Elder  in  1769,  it  is  their  first 
appearance  in  the  records  of  Bute. 


■ '  ■  V-  ' 


> 


CHAPTER  XI 


John  Duke  of  Orange  County,  N.  C.,  and  Sons 
William,  Hardymax,  Samuel,  Robert  and 

Taylor  Duke. 


In  1763  Matthew  Edwards  conveyed  back  to  William 
Duke  the  tract  of  land  which  William,  Sr.,  had  given  his 
son  John  Duke  on  March  4,  1746.  But  the  deed  granting 
this  property  to  Edwards  could  not  be  found  in  Granville 
County  records,  many  of  which  are  missing. 

Feby.  15,  1763 — Matthew  Edwards  and  Marv  his  wife 
of  Granville  County  to  William  Duke  of  the  same  county, 
for  27  pounds  and  30  shillings,  that  plantation  or  parcel  of 
land  whereon  William  Blackwell  now  dwells  on  the  Tan 
Yat  Branch  which  said  land  was  conveyed  from  William 
Duke  to  John  Duke  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  and  all  houses,  improvements,  etc.  Witnesses,  Jo¬ 
seph  Duke,  Isaac  Ho  .  .  .  (House?)  Proved  May  Court 
1763.  Test  Dan’J  Weldon  C.  C.  Samuel  Benton  P.  R. 

In  1764  John  Duke  was  in  Orange  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  which  was  formed  in  1751  from  Granville,  Johnson, 
and  Bladen  counties. 

Aug.  25,  1764 — Hon.  Henry  Eustace  McCulloch,  Esq., 
to  John  Duke  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  Planter, 
for  25  pounds,  200  acres  of  land  in  Orange  on  both  sides 
of  Flat  River  including  James  Jones  old  place.  Beginning 
at  a  stake  in  a  line  of  Mr.  McCullocks  bv  tract  about  60 
poles  south  from  the  river  .  .  .  Crossing  the  river  to  a 
red  oake  a  corner  of  Staley’s  tract  then  south  crossing  the 
river  to  the  beginning.  Witnesses,  James  Campbell,  B. 
McCulloch.  Proved  by  Benjamin  McCulloch,  Oct.  12, 
1 771 .  ( Deed  Bk.  3,  page  407. ) 

Benjamin  McCulloch  was  of  Bute  County,  where  he  was 
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clerk  of  the  court.  In  1768  he  bought  land  of  William 
Duke,  Planter,  on  “Possum  Quarter”  (see  page  136). 

July  16,  1770 — John  Duke  of  Orange  County  to  John 
Huntor,  for  35  pounds,  100  acres  of  land  in  Orange,  Be¬ 
ginning  at  a  Spanish  Oak  at  Mr.  Henry  McCulIocks  line 
thence  west  ...  to  said  line,  land  granted  unto  said  John 
Duke  by  a  Deed  of  Seal  from  Thomas  Dove,  dated  May 
8,  1765.  Witness,  Charles  Grimes,  Proved  July  1770. 
Signed,  John  Duke.  (Book  3,  page  316.) 

Thomas  Dove’s  deed  to  John  Duke  could  not  be  found- 
in  Orange  County. 

July  7,  1779 — James  Sutton  to  John  Duke  for  150 
pounds,  100  acres  more  or  less  on  both  sides  of  Flatt 
River,  beginning  at  a  mouth  of  a  branch  commonly  called 
the  big  stream  or  otherwise  Williams  sons  Branch  .  .  . 
thence  along  the  said  line  crossing  Flatt  River  to  a  corner, 
a  Red  Oake,  Being  also  a  corner  of  a  tract  of  land  surveyed 
for  a  certain  George  Stanley  (Staley?)  now  in  possession 
of  James  Vaughn.  Witnesses,  Thos.  Rice,  Wm.  Johnson. 
(Bk.  4,  page  147.) 

May  2,  1789 — John  Duke  to  Julius  King,  for  Seven 
Pounds,  Ten  Shillings,  Ten  acres  of  land  in  Orange  County 
on  the  Waters  of  Flat  River,  Beginning  at  a  White  Oak, 
etc.  Witnesses,  Arch.  Harris,  Jno.  Tilley. 

Besides  William,  Plardyman,  and  Taylor  Duke,  John 
Duke  must  have  had  sons  Samuel  and  Robert  who  are  in 
the  1790  census  for  Orange  and  Caswell  counties,  North 
Carolina.  The  latter  county  was  taken  from  Orange  in 
1777.  The  county  seat  of  Orange  is  Hillsboro. 

Census  for  1790. 

Plillsboro  District,  Caswell  County,  Samuel  Duke.  (No 
data). 

Another  place,  Caswell  County,  Samuel  Duke — head  of 
family. 

From  “State  Records  of  North  Carolina”: 
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St.  David’s  District,  Samuel  Duke.  This  district  was 
Caswell  Co. 

St.  Mary’s  District,  Orange  County,  Robert  Duke,  1 
male. 

John  Duke  and  his  sons  William,  Hardyman,  and  Tay¬ 
lor  are  not  in  the  1790  census  for  Orange.  They  were 
no  doubt  in  Georgia  where  so  many  members  of  the  Duke 
family  were  given  grants  of  land  for  services  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  But  many  of  those  in  Georgia  returned  later  to 
North  Carolina.  William  and  his  brother  Hardyman  were 
in  South  Carolina  for  a  while.  (Affidavit  to  the  War 
Department.)  One  Samuel  Duke  was  in  South  Carolina 
in  1790  (page  130). 

Robert  Duke  of  Orange  County. 

April  10,  179d — David  Witherspoon  to  George  Horner, 
Robert  Duke,  and  Thomas  Horner,  two  certain  tracts  of 
land  in  Orange  County,  on  Cedar  Creek  and  Flat  River, 
containing  499  acres,  more  or  less,  one  tract  beginning 
at  James  Walkers  corner  Hickory  Running  thence  ...  to 
a  black  oak  on  William  Lyles  line  thence  ...  to  a  stake, 
corner  of  James  Walker  on  Rockey  Creek,  containing  235 
acres  known  bv  the  name  of  Betty  Harrove  (Hargrove?) 
tract ;  the  other  containing  264  acres,  more  or  less,  on 
Flat  River  called  Hopkins  Tract  Beginning  at  John  Dukes 
Spanish  Oak  corner  on  Flat  River  running  thence  with  his 
line  due  north  ...  to  a  Hickory  James  Walkers  corner  .  .  . 
to  a  Post  Oake  on  the  River  thence  up  the  meanders  of  the 
same  to  the  beginning,  being  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  said  David  as  the  property  of  James  Wil¬ 
liams  late  of  Orange  County  aforesaid  attorney  at  law 
from  William  McCauley,  Esq.,  late  High  Sheriff  of  said 
County. 

Witnesses,  Wm.  Nash  and  I  Estes.  (Bk.  5,  page  184) 

September  18,  1799 — Robert  Duke,  George  Horner  & 
Thos.  Horner  to  Claborn  Parish,  80  acres  of  land  in 
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Orange  County  on  the  waters  of  Flat.  River,  beginning  at 
an  Ash  in  big  Cedar  Creek  thence  east ...  to  J  ames  W alkers 
line  thence  ...  to  the  said  creek  below  the  Fork  thence 
north  .  .  .  to  the  Fork  thence  up  the  big  Cedar  Creek  to 
Walkers  line  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Joseph  Mess  (Moss?),  Wil¬ 
liam  Pittegrew.  (Book  9,  page  134.) 

Sept.  18,  1799 — George  Horner,  Robert  Duke  and 
Thomas  Horner  to  Joseph  Ellis,  350  acres  of  land  in 
Orange  County  on  the  waters  of  Flat  River,  Beginning 
at  a  Dogwood  on  little  Cedar  Creek  thence  down  the  vari¬ 
ous  courses  thereof  to  the  mouth  of  said  Creek  thence  up 
big  Cedar  Creek  to  Tames  Walkers  line  .  .  .  thence  south 
to  a  black  jack,  Judith  Staggs  line.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Claborn 
Parrish,  William  Pittegrew.  (Bk.  9,  page  135) 

Sept.  23,  1805 — Robert  Duke,  Thos.  Horner,  &  George 
Horner  to  Judith  Stagg,  7Sy2  acres  of  land  Beginning  at 
James  Walkers  corner  hickory  ...  to  a  stake  on  little 
Cedar  Creek,  thence  down  the  meanders  of  said  creek  to 
its  junction  with  big  Cedar  Creek  &  down  the  same  to  a 
stake  James  Walkers  Line.  (Geo.  Horner  did  not  sign). 
Witness,  Willie  Mangum.  (Bk.  13,  page  357) 

The  following  is  from  a  list  of  marriage  bonds  in  the 
Office)  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  of  Orange  County,  North 
Carolina.  The  original  bonds  are  on  file  at  the  North 
Carolina  Historical  Commission. 

March  14.  1794,  Robert  Duke  and  Anne  Rhew — George 
Horner  and  Robert  Harris  bondsmen.  Witness,  Walter 
Alves. 

March  7,  1858,  Robert  Duke  and  Elizabeth  Gooch,  bv 
Wra.  J.  Duke,  J.  P. 


Marriage  Bond  of  W illiam  Duke  State  of 

North  Carolina 

We  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  acknowledge  ourselves 
indebted  to  His  Excellency  Jesse  Franklin,  Esquire,  Gov¬ 
ernor,  &  his  successors  in  office,  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
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pounds ;  but  to  be  void  on  condition  that  there  is  no  lawful 
cause  to  obstruct  a  marriage  between  William  Duke  (of 
Robt.)  and  Peggy  Caerey  (or  Cavay)  for  whom  a  license 
now  issues  .  .  .  Dated  August  19,  1821.  John  Duke  was 
bondsman,  jno.  Carrington,  witness. 

“of  Robt.”  no  doubt  meant  the  son  of  Robert  Duke. 

Taylor  Duke  and  Tryee  Duke. 

Except  for  the  ten  acres  sold  to  Julius  King,  the  Orange 
County  records  do  not  show  that  John  Duke  disposed  of 
the  three  hundred  acres  contained  in  the  two  tracts  of  land 
which  he  purchased  in  1764  and  in  1779.  It  seems,  how¬ 
ever,  that  Taylor  Duke  and  Tryee  Duke  gave  deeds  of 
trust  in  1820  and  in  1823  for  land  that  lav  within  the 
bounds  of  these  tracts,  and  to  which  they  appear  to  have 
had  no  title  by  purchase.  The  name  Hopkins  was  in  Taylor 
Duke’s  deed,  and  in  1 794  Robert  Duke  owned  land  on 
Flatt  River  “called  Hopkins  Tract,  Beginning  at  John 
Dukes  Spanish  Oak  corner  on  Flatt  River A  (Robert  Duke 
sold  the  last  of  his  property  in  1805.)  John  Duke,  Robert, 
and  Taylor  lived  in  the  same  district,  St.  Mary's  (see 
page  113). 

Nov.  1,  1823 — Taylor  Duke  and  James  Webb  Trustees 
to  William  Horner,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  County 
of  Orange  on  Little  River  adjoining  that  of  Wm.  Hopkins 
and  others  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Troper  tract 
whereon  the  said  Taylor  Duke  now  lives,  containing  150 
acres  more  or  less.  Witness,  Thomas  D.  Watts.  (Bk. 
21,  page  211) 

Sept.  1,  1825 — Deed  of  Trust — Taylor  Duke  to  Tryee 
Garrard,  Jonathan  P.  Snead,  Trustee,  same  land  mentioned 
in  deed  of  trust,  dated  November  1,  1823.  Witnesses,  I.. 
B.  Neal  and  John  Laws. 

Nov.  2,  1820 — Deed  of  Trust — Tryee  Duke  to  James 
Leathers  (as  Trustee)  for  Samuel  Yarboro,  a  certain  tract 
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of  land  containing  100  acres  more  or  less.  Witnesses,  John 
Roberts,  Wm.  M.  Shaw.  (Bk.  18,  p.  344) 

Tryee  Duke  married  Elizabeth  Shaw,  March  9,  1813. 
Wm.  Warren  Bondsman.  (Orange  County  Record). 

Fehy.  6,  1832 — James  Leathers  to  Samuel  Yarboro,  100 
acres  on  both  sides  Flat  River  in  Orange  County  in  Trust 
to  be  sold  by  the  sd.  James  Leathers  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  debt  due  by  Tryee  Duke  to  sd.  Yarboro.  Wit¬ 
nesses,  A  (or  J.)  Williams,  Thomas  C.  Revis.  (Bk.  25, 
page  72) 


It  appears  from  the  following  Administration  Bond  that 
John  Duke  of  Orange  Countv  died  in  1803  : 

File  No.  199 

John  Duke  Estate,  Nov.  30,  1803 
Bondsmen,  Wm.  Lewis  and  John  Horner 
Signed  by  Lydia  Duke. 


CHAPTER  XII 


William  Duke,  oldest  son  of  John  Duke  of  Orange 
County,  and  Taylor  Duke.  Hardyman  Duke. 


Taylor  Duke  married  Dicey  Jones  in  Orange  County, 
North  Carolina,  August  14,  1801.  Moses  Jones  was  his 
bondsman.  She  was  not  his  first  wife.  There  were  at 
least  two  Taylor  Dukes,  one  of  whom  received  a  soldier's 
bounty  grant  in  1784  in  Georgia.  He  was  of  W  ilkes 
County  and  lived  next  door  to  Buckner  Duke,  son  of 
Joseph  of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina.  There  was  a 
Moses  Jones  and  his  family  in  Wilkes  in  the  same  neigh¬ 
borhood,  until  Wilkes  gave  territory  in  1795  to  Lincoln 
County. 

William  Duke  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  son 
of  John,  married  in  Orange  in  1785  Mary  Carrington. 
William  Duke  and  Taylor  Duke  of  Orange  had  children 
with  the  same  names  (see  William’s  will,  page  115). 


Taylor  and  Dicey  (Jones) 
Duke  had 
William  J.  Duke* 

Mary  Duke — “Polly  Duke 
married  Jas.  Stagg,  Dec. 
16,  1826,  Guilford  Laws, 
bondsman”.  (Orange  Co. 
Rec.) 

Reany  Duke 
John  Taylor  Duke 
Washington  Duke,*  founder, 
with  W.  T.  Blackwell,  of 
the  tobacco  industry  of 
Durham,  N.  C.  Washing¬ 
ton  Duke  married  in 


William  Duke’s  chil¬ 
dren  were 
William  Duke 

Polly  Duke,  married 
Moses  Leathers,  J. 

P. 

Reny  Duke,  married 
William  Mangum. 
John  Duke 

Dicey  Duke,  married 
Mr.  Bobbitt.  The 
Mangum  and  Bob¬ 
bitt  families  were 


*  In  1848  Washington  Duke,  William  (Buck)  Duke  and  brother 
Green  Duke  were  witnesses  in  a  case  of  William  J.  Duke  v.  Grief 
Duke  (his  half-brother). 


Ill 


■ 


t 
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Orange  County  Mary  C 
Clinton.  Wm.  J.  Duke, 
bondsman.  Witness,  Moses 
Leathers,  Jr. 

Robert  Duke 
Dr.  Brodie  Duke 
Amelia  Duke 
Kirkland  Duke 
Malinda  Duke 

(Pam.  N9292  N.  C.  State 
Library,  Raleigh) 


early  settlers  in 
Granville  Co. 

Green  Duke,  named 
for  Green,  son  of 
William  and  Mary 
(Greene)  Duke  of 
Granville  and  War¬ 
ren  Counties. 

Beda  Duke,  married 
Vincent  Oakley. 


The  Mangum  and  Bobbitt  families  were  early  settlers  in 
Granville  and  Bute  counties.  Samuel  Duke’s  grant  of  land 
in  1760  in  Granville  County  adjoined  Bobbitt’s  corner. 
Lewis  Bobbitt,  William  Bobbitt,  John  Bobbitt  and  William 
Person  were  among  petitioners  of  Possum  Quarter,  Reedy 
Creek,  and  Fishing  Creek  districts  about  1764  to  have  a 
road  from  Shocco  Road  to  John  Green,  etc.  (See  page  102. ) 

Thomas  Turner’s  Tax  List  for  about  the  year  1776  for 
Bute  County  gives 
John  Mangum 
John  Person,  son  Josiah 
Miles  Bobbitt 
Joseph  Person 
William  Bobbitt 

“Hon.  Willie  Person  Mangum,  at  present  one  of  the 
Senators  in  the  United  States  from  North  Carolina,  is  a 
native  and  resident  of  Orange.  Lie  was  born  in  1792,  and 
educated  at  the  University,  at  which  he  graduated  in  1815. 
Lie  studied  law  and  soon  rose  to  eminence  in  the  profes¬ 
sion.  ...  In  1837  he  received  eleven  electorial  votes  (South 
Carolina)  for  President  of  the  United  States;  and  on  the 
death  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  1841,  on  the  accession  of  Mr. 
Tyler,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Senate  and  served 
through  the  term  of  Mr.  Tyler.  Lie  married  Miss  Cain  of 
Orange  County  and  lias  several  children.  .  .  (From 
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Wheeler’s  “Historical  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,”  p. 

336). 

Hardyman  Duke  willed  his  estate  to  Willie  P.  Mangum 
in  trust  for  his  daughter  Betsy. 

Orange  County  Court  Minutes  1818-1822.  March  Term 
1821,  Friday  Morning  2nd:  Taylor  Duke  is  elected  Con¬ 
stable  for  St.  Mary’s  District  &  offers  Herbert  Sims  & 
John  T.  Carrington  Securities. 

Robert  Duke  and  his  father  John  Duke  lived  in  St. 
Mary’s  District:  the  1790  Census  for  Orange  County 
gives  Robert  Duke  of  this  district  and  his  land  adjoined 
that  of  John  Duke. 

Herbert  Sims  married  Nancy  Carrington  on  July  1, 
1795  (Orange  County  Record).  As  has  been  stated,  Wil¬ 
liam  Duke  married  in  1785  Mary  Carrington. 

Orange  County  Court  Minutes  1822-1 826.  Feby.  Term 
1822  Herbert  Sims  Guardian  to  Cynthia,  Durell,  Clara, 
Will  iam,  Arthur  &  Willie  Mangum  .  .  .  renews  his  bond 
as  Guardian  in  the  sum  of  500  pounds  with  William  Bil¬ 
liard  &  James  Leathers  Securities. 

December  33,  1816 — William  Duke  Senr.  to  William 
Duke  Junr.  for  100.00  dollars,  100  acres  of  land  in  Orange 
County,  Beginning  at  a  Persimon  on  Camps  Creek  and 
New  Road  thence  up  the  said  road  to  a  corner  Reel  Oak, 
Anthony  Cozart’s  line  and  Mangum’ s  line  to  a  corner  Red 
Oak,  then  by  Mangum’s  line  east  to  a  corner  pine.  .  .  . 
Witnesses,  William  Horner,  James  Stagg.  (Bk.  16,  p.  4) 

Taylor  Duke  had  a  son,  Grief  Duke,  by  an  earlier  mar¬ 
riage  than  that  with  Dicey  Jones  who  married  Mary  Cozart 
on  February  9,  3  821.  John  Horner  was  his  bondsman. 
(Orange  County  Record.) 

Concerning  the  witness  Tames  Stagg,  Taylor  Duke’s 
daughter  Polly  married  James  Stagg  December  16,  1826. 
(Orange  County  Record.) 

Feby.  17,  1836 — William  Duke  Senr.  to  William  Lans- 
ford,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  the  County  of 
Orange,  and  bounded  by  the  lands  of  Benj.  Hester,  Hardi- 
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man  Duke,  Allen  Parrish  and  others  on  the  waters  of  Flat 
River  running  as  follows  at  a  Dog  Wood  near  Hardaman 
Duke’s  fence  running  north  to  a  Spanish  Oak  Stump  near 
Benjamine  Hesters  fence.  ...  to  a  red  oak  near  Allen 
Parrishes  .  .  .  fence  .  .  .  along  his  fence  to  a  stake  near 
fence  land  of  Elizabeth  Parrish  deed  .  .  .  containing  sixty 
acres.  Witness,  D.  C.  Parrish. 

Benjamin  Hester  was  formerly  of  Franklin  County,  set 
up  from  Bute  territory  in,  1779  when  Bute  was  abolished. 
Before  1809  he  was  living  next  to  the  family  of  Britain 
Duke  (died  1800),  son  of  Samuel.  On  August  twenty- 
seventh,  1809,  Dabney  Duke,  son  of  Britain,  conveyed  land 
to  him:  A  tract  in  the  County  of  Franklin  on  Kelly’s 
creek,  Beginning  at  a  white  oak,  Hesters  corner  ...  to  a 
hickory  in  Persons  line  .  .  .  along  Persons  line  ...  to  a 
red  oak  Persons  corner  Elm  thence  south  along  Hesters 
line,  containing  sixty  acres.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Robert  Hester, 
George  Winston.  (Deed  Bk.  15,  p.  40,  Registry  of  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  N.  C. ) 

Benjamin  Hester  was  a  witness  to  Hardyman  Duke’s 
will.  Nelson  Duke,  son  of  Britain,  was  present  at  the  sale 
of  Hardyman’s  estate  in  Orange  County  in  1839-1843. 

From  the  Veterans  Administration,  Washington.  Aug¬ 
ust  12,  1937  “William  Duke— S.  6608 

The  record  of  William  Duke  which  follows  was  obtained 
from  papers  on  file  in  pension  claim  S.  6808,  based  upon 
his  service  in  the  R.evolutionarv  War. 

William  Duke  was  born  June  10,  1754,  place  not  shown, 
lie  was  the  son  of  John  Duke;  the  name  of  his  mother 
was  not  given. 

While  a  resident  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina. 
William  Duke  enlisted  May  6,  1776,  served  as  a  private  in 
Captain  Archibald  Lytle’s  and  Tilghman  Dixon's  com¬ 
panies,  Colonels  “Frank”  Nash’s  and  Robert  Mebane’s 
North  Carolina  regiments,  and  was  discharged  in  the  month 
of  November,  1778.  He  enlisted  May  5,  1781,  served  as 
private  and  sergeant  in  Captain  Rai ford’s  North  Carolina 
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company,  until  April  23,  1 782.  Fie  stated  that  he  was  in 
the  battle  of  Gates’  Defeat. 

Will  iain  Duke  was  allowed  pension  on  his  application 
executed  November  27,  1832,  then  living  in  Orange 
County,  North  Carolina. 

Hardeman  Duke,  brother  of  the  soldier,  William  Duke, 
was  in  the  service  with  him  .  .  .” 

From  the  General  Accounting  Office,  Washington  No¬ 
vember  17,  1737 

“.  .  .  concerning  William  Duke,  a  pensioner  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  certificate  No.  4989,  North  Carolina 
Agency,  you  are  advised  the  pensioner  died  August  11, 
1842,  and  left  surviving  no  widow,  but  the  following 
named  children:  Arianna,  Beda,  William,  John,  Green, 
and  Polly  Duke.  ...” 


William  Duke’s  Will,  naming  his  children. 

In  the  name  of  God  amen.  I  William  Duke  Senr.  of  the 
County  of  Orange  and  State  of  North  Carolina  knowing 
that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  to  die  and  being  now  by 
the  blessing  of  God  in  sound  mind  and  memory  and  being 
desirous  of  making  a  disposition  of  such  worldly  substance 
as  I  possess. 

I  hereby  ordain  the  following  as  my  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment,  to  wit. 

1st.  I  desire  upon  my  death  to  be  buried  in  a  descent  & 
chri stain  manner  and  that  my  funeral  expenses  be  paid  out 
of  my  estate. 

2nd.  1  hereby  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  Duke 
the  tract  of  land  whereon  my  dwelling  house  stands  known 
bv  the  Robin  Graves  tract  containing  bv  estimation  200 
acres  adjoining  the  lands  of  John  Duke  Jacob  Corass  N 
others  also  one  negro  girl,  or  woman,  by  the  name  of  Mary 
to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

3rd.  I  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son  William  Duke  my 
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negro  fellow  by  the  name  of  Jim  or  James  to  him  and  his 
heirs  forever. 

4th.  I  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Polly  Leathers 
wife  of  Moses  Leathers  my  negro  woman  called  Hannah 
to  his  and  her  heirs  .  .  . 

5th.  I  give  to  my  son  Green  Duke  the  sum  of  One  Dollar 
&:  to  the  heirs  of  my  dec’d  daughter  Dicy  Bobbitt  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

6th.  I  devise  that  all  the  residue  of  my  estate  consisting 
of  between  three  and  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  my  stock 
of  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  &  sheep  &  every  species  of  property 
belonging  to  me,  to  be  sold  by  my  Executors  hereinafter 
name  and  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit. 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Reny  Manguni  wife 
of  Will  iam  Mangum  the  one  fourth  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  aforementioned  property  together  with 
one  fourth  part  of  all  the  money  debts  &  etc  which  may 
be  on  hand  at  the  time  of  my  death  to  his  and  her  heirs 
forever. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  William  Duke  the  one  fourth 
part  of  the  above  mentioned  property  or  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  same  together  with  the  one  fourth  part 
of  all  debts  money  &  etc  which  may  be  on  hand  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Polly  Leathers  wife 
of  Moses  Leathers  the  one  fourth  part  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  property  cash,  debts,  &  etc  to  her  and  his  heirs 
forever. 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son  William  Duke  the  remain¬ 
ing  fourth  part  of  the  abovementioned  property  together 
with  the  remaining  one  fourth  part  of  the  debts  money 
&  ect  which  may  be  on  hand  at  the  time  of  my  death  to 
hold  the  same  in  Trust  for  the  &  separate  use  &  mainte¬ 
nance  of  my  daughter  Bedy  Oakley  wife  of  Vincent  Oak¬ 
ley  for  and  during  her  natural  life  the  profits  of  the  same 
to  be  paid  to  her  annually  or  in  any  way  which  the  said 
Trustee  may  deem  and  believe  to  be  most  consistent  & 
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expedient  for  the  maintenance  of  her  and  her  children  and 
that  after  the  death  of  my  said  daughter  Bedy  the  said 
property  or  as  much  as  may  remain  after  supporting  her 
and  her  children  it  is  my  will  and  wish  may  go  to  her 
children  surviving  her  &  the  issue  lawfully  begotten  of 
such  of  her  children  as  may  die  in  her  life  time  in  the 
following  manner  to  wit  share  8z  share  alike  among  her 
children  surviving  her  .  .  . 

I  hereby  appoint  Ellison  G.  Mangurn  the  executor  of  this 
my  last  will  and  testament  &  revoke  all  other  wills.  .  .  . 
In  testimony  .  .  .  this  23rd  day  of  Tanuary  1839. 
Witnesses, — Jeff  Horner,  Oxford  Moize.  Proved,  Oiange 
County  Court  August  Term  1842.  (Bk.  F,  p.  139) 

Hardyman  Duke  of  Orange  County,  N.  C. 

Hardymau  Duke  died  in  Orange  County  October  19, 
1839.  He  married  Elizabeth  Rickets  in  Orange  County 
in  1787  or  1788.  She  was  later  of  Maury  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  where  their  son  Berry  Duke  married  Nancy  Rickets 
before  1837.  (Maury  County  Term.  Record.) 

There  was  another  Hardyman  Duke  who  lived  in 
Georgia.  He  married  Sally  Jordon  on  March  28,  1805. 
(“Marriages  in  Oglethorpe  Co.,  Ga."  p.  650.)  This 
Hardyman  was  of  Jackson  County,  Georgia,  where  Taylor 
Duke,  William  Duke,  Thomas  Duke,  and  John  Taylor 
Duke  owned  land.  (Franklin  Co.,  Ga.  Rec.)  In  1797 
Franklin  County  gave  land  to  form  Jackson. 

From  the  Veterans  Administration,  Washington. 
October  5,  1938.  “The  data  which  follow  were  obtained 
from  papers  on  file  in  the  pension  claim,  W.  783,  based 

on  the  militarv  service  of  Hardeman  Duke. 

- 

rJdie  date  and  place  of  his  birth  and  the  names  of  his 
parents  were  not  given. 

Plardiman  Duke  enlisted  in  Orange  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  May  1,  1776,  served  as  private  in  Captain  Archibald 
Lytle’s  and  Tilghman  Dixon’s  companies  in  Colonels  Fran- 
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cis  Nash’s  and  Robert  Mebane’s  North  Carolina  regiments 
and  was  discharged  in  November  1778. 

He  was  allowed  a  pension  on  his  application  executed 
November  26,  1832,  at  which  time  he  was  seventy-two 
years  of  age  and  was  living  in  Orange  County,  North 
Carolina. 

Hardeman  Duke  died  October  19,  1839. 

7'lhs  soldier  married  in  1787  or  1788  in  Orange  County, 
North  Carolina,  Elizabeth  Rickets  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Elizabeth  Rickets  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina. 

As  the  widow  of  Hardeman  Duke,  Elizabeth  Duke  was 
allowed  a  pension  on  her  application  executed  December 
19,  1846,  at  which  time  she  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age 
and  was  living  in  Maury  County,  Tennessee. 

Elizabeth  Duke  was  living  in  Lewis  County,  Tennessee, 
in  1848. 

They  had  a  child,  Berry,  born  prior  to  1794. 

Hardeman  Duke  had  an  older  brother,  William,  who 
was  born  June  10,  1754,  and  he  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War _ ” 

Book  of  Inventories  1837  to  1843:  List  of  Debts,  cash 
and  etc  rec’d  by  John  Duke  Ad'mr.  of  Hardeman  Duke, 
deceased.  Among  those  who  bid  in  the  property:  Nelson 
Duke,  John  Duke,  Elizabeth  Duke. 

Nelson  Duke  was  the  son  of  Britain  Duke,  son  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Duke,  of  Bute  (later  Warren)  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Elizabeth  Duke,  daughter  of  Hardyman,  married 
John  Duke  on  June  20,  1812.  John  Leathers  was  his 
bondsman.  John  Duke  was  no  doubt  the  son  of  Hardy- 
man’s  brother  William. 

Abstract  of  Hardyman  Duke's  Will. 

“It  is  my  will  &  desire,  &  I  hereby  devise  and  bequeath 
to  my  trusty  friends  Willie  P.  Mangum  and  John  Moize 
of  the  County  &  State  aforesaid  all  my  Estate  real,  per¬ 
sonal  &  mixed  including  every  thing  belonging  to  me,  sub- 


' 
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ject  to  be  devised  or  bequeathed  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same  in  trust  &  upon  the  following  express  conditions  to 
them  their  heirs  &  executors  &c  to  Wit — That  the  profits 
of  my  whole  estate  be  increased  as  much  as  can  be  con¬ 
veniently  &  safely  done  by  my  trustees,  &  that  the  profits 
of  the  same  be  paid  &  given  to  the  separate  use,  mainte¬ 
nance,  benefit  &  behoof  of  my  beloved  daughter  Betsey  the 
wife  of  John  Duke  of  the  said  County  &  State  during  her 
natural  life  and  if  the  profits  of  my  estate  shall  be  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  support  &  maintain  my  said  daughter  decently,  com¬ 
fortably,  &  according  to  the  proper  wants  of  one  in  her 
condition  of  life,  that  then  &  in  that  case  my  trustees  or 
either  of  them  shall  have  power  to  use  and  appropriate  so 
much  of  any  part  of  my  estate  that  they  or  he  may  deem 
best  to  give  to  my  said  daughter  a  comfortable  &  decent 
maintenance  &  support  to  her  separate  use.  .  .  . 

“I  hereby  appoint  my  friends  Willie  P.  Mangum  &  John 
Moize  to  be  the  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  &  testa¬ 
ment. 

“Witness  my  hand  &  seal  this  27th  day  of  July  1 335. r ’ 
.  .  .  Witnesses,  Benjamin  Hester,  Charity  A.  Mangum, 
Willie  P.  Mangum.  (N.  C.  Historical  Com.,  Orange 
County  Wills,  Vol.  IV,  page  27.) 
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The  Dukes  in  Georgia. 

It  appears  that  there  were  several  of  the  name  of  Taylor 
Duke  in  Georgia.  In  1784  Taylor  Duke  was  granted  a 
soldier’s  bounty,  which  he  sold  in  1790.  Judging  by  his 
signature,  he  was  not  so  accustomed  to  writing  as  Taylor 
Duke  who  signed  the  following  copy  of  an  original  paper 
in  Wilkes  County,  Georgia.  But  early  records  show  that 
men  who  had  once  signed  their  conveyances  made  their 
mark  or  wrote  in  a  cramped  style  when  older.  They  mav 

i.  ^ 

have  become  feeble  with  age,  or  crippled  with  rheumatism. 
A  pioneer’s  life  was  never  an  easy  one  and  their  hands  may 
have  grown  stiff  with  hard  work.  In  1797  one  Taylor 
Duke’s  wife  was  Sarah.  In  1810  James  Duke,  “son  of 
Taylor,”  had  lands  in  Morgan  County. 

“The  Appraisement  of  the  Estate  of  William  Sizemore, 
Dec’d  ...  by  us  the  1st  Day  of  May,  1784  .  .  .  one.  bounty 
certificate.  .  .  . 

Abner  Legett 
William  Duke 
Taylor  Duke 

(From  the  original  paper  in 
Wilkes  County,  Ga.) 

April  24,  1784 — Taylor  Duke— Certificate  of  Elijah 
Clark  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  bounty  grant  of  250  acres  and 
prays  for  same  in  Washington  County.  (Knight’s  Roster 
of  Rev.  Soldiers  in  Georgia,  p.  65.) 

Buckner  Duke’s  certificate  by  Colonel  Clark  appears  just 
before  that  of  Taylor  Duke.  Buckner  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Duke  of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina. 
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1785 —  Grant  of  land  to  Taylor  Duke,  28 7r>  acres, 
bounty,  in  Franklin  County,  on  the  North  Fork  of  Oconee 
River.  (Same  source,  p.  303.) 

1786 —  Grant  of  Land  to  Taylor  Duke,  350  acres  on 
Fishing  Creek  in  Wilkes  County,  Georgia.  (Office  of  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ca.) 

Dec.  13,  1790 — Taylor  Duke  of  Wilkes  County  &  State 
of  Georgia  to  John  Gamble  of  Franklin  County,  same 
state,  28 7)/2  acres  in  the  County  of  Franklin  (a  Soldier's 
Bounty)  on  the  Middle  Fork  of  Oconee  River,  bounded 
on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  granted  16th  of  September, 
1784.  Witnesses,  Howell  Walton,  Isaac  Nesbert,  J.  P. 


(Bk.  H,  p.  102) 

Dec.  3,  1788 — Tavlor  Duke  to  Bedford  Brown,  350 
acres  of  land  on  Fishing  Creek,  Wilkes  Count)7’.  Wit¬ 
nesses,  H.  Caldwell,  David  Hillhouse.  (Bk.  HH,  page  9.) 

A  Younger  Bedford  Brown  was  of  Caswell  County, 
North  Carolina,  which  was  formed  in  1777  from  Orange. 
(Wheeler’s  “Historical  Sketches  of  North  Carolina.”) 

There  was  another  headright  grant  to  Taylor  Duke  for 
460  acres  in  Franklin  County,  but  there  are  no  records 
there  of  the  disposition  of  it. 

Oct.  7,  1786 — Ben.  Petee,  Planter,  to  Taylor  Duke  of 
Wilkes  County,  power  of  attorney  to  sue  for  and  receive 
a  certain  slave,  Jack,  supposed  to  be  in  North  Carolina. 
Witnesses,  John  Talbot,  Mary  Triplett. 


Tax  List,  Wilkes  County,  Georgia,  for  the 

Year  1785 

Lettice  Duke  (widow  of  Henry  Duke.  See  Appendix.) 
Buckner  Duke  (son  of  Joseph  of  Warren  County,  N.  C.) 
Taylor  Duke 

Thomas  Duke  (son  or  brother  of  another  Henry  than  the 
one  above.  See  Appendix.) 


' 
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Tax  List  for  Wilkes  County,  Year  1786 


Taylor  Duke 

Buckner  Duke,  next-door  neighbor. 

Benj.  Petee,  next-door  neighbor  to  Taylor 

In  the  Same  District 

William  Duke,  2  polls,  2  slaves,  2  tracts,  287*4  acres 
William  Duke,  1  poll  and  no  land. 

According  to  the  Department  of  State,  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
William  Duke  had  the  following  grants 

William  Duke  350  acres  Wilkes  Countv  Year  1785 

300  “  “  “  '  <f  1785 

387*4“?  Washington  Co.  "  1787 


u 


u 


u 


K 


The  grant  for  300  acres  was  on  “Buffalo  of  Long 
Creek'’  and  lay  in  Oglethorpe  in  1795  when  that  county 
was  set  up  from  Wilkes. 

In  1785  William  Duke  and  his  wife  Winnie  of  Wilkes 
County  sold  the  350  acre  tract,  which  was  on  Fishing 
Creek,  to  Thomas  Wynne  of  Richmond  in  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

On  August  24,  1792,  William  Duke  conveyed  his  bounty 
grant  of  287*4  acres  to  William  Greene  of  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina.  (The  Dukes  and  Greens  inter¬ 
married.)  This  grant  was  next  to  that  of  John  Taylor 
Duke  and  in  Washington  until  that  county  gave  land  in 
1786  to  Greene.  This  William  does  not  appear  to  he  the 
one  whose  wife  was  Winnie.  He  was  probably  Buckner's 
brother  (see  Joseph  Duke’s  will,  page  126). 

Tax  Digest  for  Wilkes  County,  Year  1791 

William  Duke,  with  land  in  Greene  County,  lived  next  to 
Benj.  Pettee.  (Land  conveyed  to  Wm.  Green.) 
Taylor  Duke,  lived  next  to  Benj.  Pettee. 

Buckner  Duke,  lived  next  to  Benj.  Pettee. 
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Tax  List  for  Wilkes  County,  Year  1794 

Taylor  Duke,  1  tythe,  200  acres  in  Wilkes  on  Fishing 
Creek,  next  to  J.  Bolton’s  (Next  to  jane,  widow  of 
B.  Pettee.) 

Buckner  Duke,  1  tythe,  on  Fishing  Creek.  (Next  to  Jane 
Pettee. ) 

Charles  Duke,  215  acres 
James  Duke,  200  acres 

May  6,  1797 — Taylor  Duke  of  Wilkes  and  Sarah  his 
wife  to  Obadiah  Wynne,  230  acres  of  land  on  Fishing 
Creek  in  Wilkes  County,  being  part  of  land  granted  Wrn. 
Terrell  in  1785  and  part  granted  John  Bolton  in  1793, 
bounded  by  lands  of  Francis  Mercier  and  Todds.  .  .  . 
Witnesses,  Thomas  Wynne,  Shelton  Evans.  (Bk.  RR, 
page  354) 

Several  of  the  name  of  Duke  drew  successfully  in  the 
land  lottery  in  1804.  Revolutionary  soldiers  and  widow 
of  Revolutionary  soldiers  were  permitted  to  draw  in  any 
county. 

From  Oglethorpe  County 
Thomas  Duke,  Jr. 

Thomas  Duke,  Sr. 

Taylor  Duke. 

In  1802  Morgan  County  was  acquired  from  the  Creek 
Indians.  The  Tax  List  for  the  year  1810  gives  \\  illiam 
Duke  and  Taylor  Duke.  This  was  William  Duke  whose 
wife  was  Winnie.  (Deeds  G.  p.  2 24,  Clark  County 
Record)  Taylor  Duke  was  a  defaulter. 

Morgan  County  Tax  List  for  the  year  1822:  William 
Duke,  Thomas  Duke,  and  Taylor  Duke,  all  in  Captain 
McLendon’s  District.  Taylor  Duke  was  a  defaulter.  He 
had  probably  left  the  county. 

In  Captain  Campbell’s  District  were  “James  Duke,  son 
of  Taylor  Duke,”  1  poll,  lands  in  Morgan;  and  Joseph 
Duke,  lands  in  Morgan  &  in  Irwin  counties. 
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Sarah  Duke,  widow  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier  was  in 
Henry  County  in  1827.  Morgan  County  gave  land  to 
Henry.  Edmund  and  Henry  Duke  were  also  in  Henry 
County  in  1826.  From  the?  records  of  Jackson  and  Clark 
counties  it  would  seem  that  Edmund  and  Henry  were  sons 
of  William  and  his  wife  Winnie. 

Hardvman  Duke  who  married  Sally  Jordan  on  March 
28,  1805,  in  Oglethorpe  County,  Georgia: 

Registered  and  Eligible  to  draw  in  Lottery  of  1806, 

Chatham  County  (fortunate  draw¬ 
ers) 

Green  R.  Duke 
John  Dukes 
Edmond  Duke 

Starling  Duke  (son  of  Samuel  of 
Warren  Co.,  N.  C.) 

Hardiman  Duke 
Wm.  Duke,  Sr. 

(Department  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga.) 


Jackson  County 
William  Dukes 
James  Duke 
Hardiman  Duke. 


CHAPTER  XIV 


Joseph  Duke  (Son  of  William,  Sr.)  of  Warren 
County,  N.  C.,  and  Sons  Buckner,  William, 
Hardy,  Isham,  Eppes,  Sherrod,  Ransom, 

And  Major  Duke. 

In  1760  Joseph  Duke  had  a  grant  of  land  lying  on 
Possum  Quarter  Creek,  along  John  Duke’s  line,  Bar- 
tholemew’s,  Robertson’s,  and  William  Duke’s  (see  page 
100). 

Nov.  7,  1768— Joseph  Duke  to  George  Walker  of  Bute 
County,  North  Carolina,  200  acres  of  land  lying  in  Bute 
on  Saul’s  Creek,  Beginning  at  Paces  corner  thence  to 
Ellises  on  Bankses  on  Bank’s  line  .  .  .  land  granted  to  John 
Ellis  .  .  .  subject  only  to  quitrents  .  .  .  Witnesses.  Hardige 
Walker,  James  Hardwick,  Wm.  Power,  W.  P.  R.  Regan, 
Alex.  Burnham.  Proved  Feby.  1769.  Ben  McCulloch 
C.  C.  (Bk.  2,  p.  187— Warren  County,  N.  C.  Rec.) 

Feby.  10,  1778- — Joseph  Duke  to  William  Powell  both 
of  Bute  County,  200  acres  in  Bute,  Beginning  at  Mr. 
William  Parks  corner  and  running  down  his  line  to  his 
corner  upon  Oposum  Creek  .  .  .  thence  down  the  creek  to 
the  great  branch  to  Matthew  Duke’s  line,  thence  along  his 
line  to  the  beginning.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Oran  Whatley,  Wal¬ 
ton  Whatley,  Willis  Whatley. 

August  Court  1779  This  deed  was  proved  by  the  oath 
of  Willis  Whatley.  At  the  same  time  Mary  Duke  came 
into  Court  and  relinquished  her  right  of  dower,  etc.  .  .  . 
Thos.  Machen,  C.  C. 

It  was  into  this  neighborhood  that  John  Duke  the  Elder 
of  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  moved  in  1769,  and 
Matthew  Duke  must  have  been  his  grandson, — son  of  his 
son  ]ohn. 
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Will  of  Joseph  Duke 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Joseph  Duke  of  Bute 
County  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  being'  in  perfect 
health  and  sound  mind  and  memory  do  make  and  ordain 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Major  Duke  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  it  being  the  same  whereon  he  now 
lives  to  him  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Mary  What¬ 
ley  wife  of  Wilson  Whatley  one  shilling  proc  money, 
being  all  I  intend  she  shall  receive  of  my  Estate 

Item  1  give  to  my  daughter  Alice  Jackson  wife  of 
James  Jackson  ten  pounds  proclamation  money  to  be  paid 
bv  my  Executors  out  of  my  Estate 

Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Delilah  Drury  wife  of 
Mills  Drury  fifteen  pounds  proclamation  money  to  be  paid 
her  by  my  Executors  out  of  my  Estate. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sons  William  and 
Buckner  Duke  and  to  each  of  them  one  shilling  proclama¬ 
tion  money  to  be  paid  to  each  of  them  by  my  Exrs  out  of 
my  Estate  lying  in  Bute  County  North  Carolina  State  and 
as  I  am  now  going  to  Travel!  into  the  State  of  Georgia 
to  purchase  lands  for  my  said  sons  William  Duke  and 
Buckner  Duke,  but  if  please  God  that  I  should  die  before 
making  said  purchase,  then  my  will  and  desire  is  that 
instead  of  the  one  shilling  proclamation  money  given  to 
each,  that  they  possess  each  of  them  a  proportionable  part 
of  my  Estate  not  already  given  in  this  my  will 

Item  I  give  and  benqueath  to  my  daughter  Martha 
Duke  fifteen  pounds  proc  money  and  one  bed  &  furniture 
being  the  same  she  lies  on  to  her,  her  heirs  &  Assigns  to 
be  delivered  to  her  and  paid  by  my  Executors  when  she 
attain  to  lawfull  age  or  day  of  marriage 

Item  I  lend  the  remainder  part  of  my  Estate  not  al¬ 
ready  bequeathed  both  real  and  personal  to  my  loving  wife 
Mary  Duke  during  her  natural  life  or  widowhood  and 
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whensoever  either  death  or  marriage  happen  to  my  said 
wife,  then  my  will  and  desire  is  that  rnv  land  whereon  1 
now  live  be  sold  by  my  Executors  and  the  money  arising 
from  such  sale  be  equally  divided  between  my  four  sons 
Isham  Duke,  Sheriod  Duke,  Hardy  Duke  and  Ransom 
Duke,  and  that  if  either  should  die  before  they  attain  law- 
full  age,  that  then  the  survivors  to  enjoy  the  same,  them 
their  heirs  or  assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Ransom  Duke  my 
negro  boy  Daniel,  to  him  his  heirs  or  assigns  forever. 

Item  my  will  and  desire  is  that  at  the  death  or  marriage 
of  my  wife  Mary  Duke  which  ever  happens  first:,  that  all 
my  stock  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever  together  with  all 
my  household  goods  and  utensils  of  trade  and  plantation 
tools  be  sold  and  that  the  money  arising  from  such  sale 
be  equally  divided  among  my  five  sons  I sain  Duke,  Sherod 
Duke,  Hardy  Duke,  Repps  Duke  &  Ransom  Duke,  and 
if  either  of  my  said  sons  die  before  they  attain  to  lawful 
age  or  day  of  marriage  that  the  same  be  equally  possest 
among  the  survivors  of  them. 

Lastly  3  appoint  my  loving  wife  Mary  Duke  my  son 

Isam  Duke  and  my  friend  Matthew  Duke  Exctr.  and 

Executors  of  this  mv  last  will  and  Testament.  ...  In  W  it- 

* 

ness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal  this  11th  day  of  January  Anno  Domi  1778 

Joseph  Duke  (Seal) 

Witnesses,  Thos.  Machen 
William  Park 

Ross  Brewer  (or  Rose  Brewer) 

Proved  August  Court  1779  by  Thos.  Macon  and  Rose 
Brewer. 

Joseph  Duke’s  son  was  Eppes  not  Repps  Duke.  Joseph 
Duke  and  his  wife  referred  to  Eppes  as  Eppey,  to  Martha 
as  Patsy  or  Pattie,  and  Hardy  was  no  doubt  Handyman 

Duke. 
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Will  of  Mary  Duke,  Wife  of  Joseph 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  IMary  Duke  of  Warren 
County  being  weak  and  low  but  of  sound  and  disposing 
mind  thanks  lie  to  God  for  it 

Item  T  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  son  Isham 
Duke  all  that  part  of  my  land  that  lys  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Spring  branch  including  his  improvements  up  to 
Kickers  line  and  my  negro  Suvis 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  rny  son  Hardy  all  that 
part  of  my  land  that  lyes  on  the  upper  side  of  Opossom 
Quarter  to  him  &  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Ransom  Duke 
all  the  land  I  now  live  on  including  my  plantation  except 
that  part  to  his  brother  Isham  also  my  negro  man  called 
Daniel  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  son  Eppey 
Duke  all  that  tract  of  land  I  own  in  the  Piney  woods  also 
my  negro  girl  Fanny  and  my  old  Negro  named  Ned  to 
him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

Item  1  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  daughter 
Pattey  Duke  my  negro  woman  Luckey  and  her  future 
increase  to  her  and  her  heirs  forever 

And  mv  further  will  and  desire  is  that  all  the  rest  of  my 
Estate  that  1  die  possessed  of  be  equally  divided  between 
my  three  children  viz.  Pattey,  Eppey  &  Ransom,  they  first 
paying  my  debts  and  funeral  expenses — And  lastly  I  do 
hereby  revoke  all  former  Wills  by  me  made  and  I  do 
appoint  my  beloved  sons  Isham  &  Eppey  Duke  to  be  my 
Executors  of  this  last  Will  &  Testament.  .  .  . 

Dated  Feby.  20th,  1789.  Proved  August  Court  1289 
by  the  oaths  of  Will  Johnson,  Esqr  &  Ben  E.  Person,  wit¬ 
nesses.  Test.  M.  Duke  Johnson. 

Joseph  Duke’s  Sons 

The  sons  of  Joseph  Duke  who  fought  in  the  Revolution 
must  have  been  very  young,  since  in  1778,  the  date  of  their 
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father’s  will,  they  were  not  of  age.  It  seems  that  Sherrod 
was  killed  while  in  service.  He  made  his  will  May  3.  1781, 
leaving  his  estate  to  his  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters. 
It  was  probated  at  the  May  Court  1782,  Warrenton, 
Warren  Countv,  North  Carolina. 

Abstract  of  the  Army  Accounts  of  the  North  Carolina 
Line — Settled  by  the  Commissioners  at  Halifax  from  the 
1st  of  September,  1784,  to  the  1st  of  Feby.,  1785.  and  at 
Warrenton  in  the  year  1786,  designating  by  whom  the 
claims  were  receipted  for  respectively 

No  2676  Sherrod  Duke  Amount  16.5 — Received  by 
J.  Cravens  for  Mary  Duke  (Warrenton) 

Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina,  Yol.  16,  1047 — 
Sherard  Duke,  pt.  Rai ford's  Company,  Commissioned 
and  Enlisted  5  May  ’81,  period  of  service  12  months.  Died 
Octo.  *81.  10th  Regiment.  (“-Maken  from  the  original 
muster  and  pay  rolls  of  the  North  Carolina  Line  of  the 
late  Army  of  the  United  States”) 

Immediately  following  the  above  is  the  record  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Duke,  same  volume,  page  1046:  Wm.  Duke,  Sergt. 
10th  Regiment,  Radford’s  Company,  Commissioned  and 
Enlisted  5  May  ’81,  period  of  service  12  mos.,  Pt.  Febv. 
1,  ’82,  left  service  27  Apl.  ’82. 

Major  Duke  had  removed  from  Warren  County,  North 
Carolina  before  1780: 

Jany.  24,  1780 — Matthew  Duke  of  Warren  County  to 
William  Park  of  Warren,  for  1,000  pounds  Yirga.  money, 
70  acres,  Beginning  at  a  White  Oak  at  the  head  of  the 
Tan  Yat  Branch  ...  to  a  corner  in  Matthew  Dukes  fence  & 
the  fence  where  Jno.  Emerson  lives  formerly  the  property 
of  Major  Duke.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Jno.  Duke,  Nelson  Cole, 
Thos.  Machen.  (Bk.  7,  page  283) 

Martha,  daughter  of  John  Emerson,  was  the  second 
wife  of  John,  supposed  son  of  John  Duke  the  Elder.  Anne 
Duke,  wife  of  Joel  Duke,  and  Martha  were  witnesses  to 
the  will  of  John  Duke  the  Elder.  (See  Appendix.) 


•  ■  : 


130 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


The  South  Carolina  Census  for  1790,  Union  County, 
96th  Dish, 

Major  Duke,  1  male  over  16,  including  heads  of  family 

8  females  “  “  " 

Thomas  Duke,  1  male  over  16  “  “  “  “ 

1  “  under  16 

5  females  “  "  “ 

Michael  Duke,  1  male  over  16  “  "  “  “ 

3  males  under  16 

4  females 
3  slaves 

Camden  District,  Fairfield  County, 

Moses  Duke,  3  over  16—1  under  16—3  females— 3  slaves 
Thomas  Duke,  1  “  16-5  “  16-3  “  1  “ 

Robert  Duke,  1  “  16-1  “  16-2  “ 

Samuel  Duke,  1  “  16  4  “  16-6  “ 

Hardy  (Hardyman)  Duke,  “State  Records  of  North 
Carolina,’’  Vol.  15,  page  732  : — Hardy  Duke,  Roll  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Tilmon  Dixon’s  Company,  First  North  Carolina  Bat¬ 
talion,  Commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  Clark,  September 
8,  1778. 

Hardyman  Duke  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina, 
was  also  in  Captain  Dixon’s  Company. 

Book  of  Army  Returns,  No.  27,  page  26: — 43  Hardy 
Duke  Enlisted  October  10th  ’76,  Years  2pL 

Nov.  7,  1795 — Hardy  Duke  to  Matthew  Duke,  both  of 
Warren  County,  North  Carolina,  50  acres  of  land.  Begin¬ 
ning  on  Possum  Quarter  Creek  at  Bartholomews  corner 
.  .  .  to  Elliots  line.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Robert  Park,  Benj. 
Moss.  (Rk.  4,  page  27,  Warren  County,  N.  C. ) 

Hardy  Duke  removed  to  Greene  County,  Georgia.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth. 

Among  those  Registered  and  Eligible  to  Draw  in  the 
Lottery  of  1806 — from  Greene  County, 
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Epps  Duke . 1  ( 1  draw  meant  without  family) 

Isham  Duke . 2  (with  family) 

.  Ransom  Duke . 2 

Robert  Dukes . .  .  1 


This  was  officially  the  1806  Lottery,  but  it  really  took 
place  in  1803,  1804,  1806. 

Fortunate  Drawers  in  the  Lottery  of  1806 — from 
Greene  County, 

Hardy  Duke — Baxter’s  Militia  Dist. — land  in  jasper 
County 

Epps  Duke — Davinports — land  in  Morgan  County. 

(From  Office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga.) 

Epps  Duke — Nov.  30,  1791,  Epps  Duke  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Constables  in  Warren  County  North  Carolina. 
Matthew  Duke,  Security.  (Warren  County  Court  Min¬ 
utes)  . 

Franklin  County,  North  Carolina,  Court  Minutes,  June 
Ct.,  1805  (Bk.  1800-1805).  “It  being  suggested  by  the 
representatives  of  Colo.  Jenkins  Devany  Dec’d  and  Major 
Willm.  Brickell  Security  for  the  Guardianship  of  Mary 
Duke  formerly  Mary  Williams  to  the  orphans  of  Benja¬ 
min  Williams  late  of  Franklin  County  dec’d  .  .  .  the  said 
Mary  Williams  having  intermarried  with  a  certain  Repps 
Duke,  now  resident  of  Georgia.  ...” 

Dec.  14,  1808 — Epps  Duke  and  Mary  his  wife,  formerly  * 
Mary  Williams,  both  of  Greene  County,  Georgia,  to 
Thomas  Jones,  for  $800.00  200  acres  of  land  in  Greene 
County,  including  the  tract  that  Epps  Duke  lives  on  on  the 
Waters  of  Sandy  Creek.  .  .  .  (Yol.  — ,  p.  284.) 

Morgan  County,  Georgia,  Tax  List,  for  the  Year  1810: 

Epps  Duke,  with  lands  in  Morgan,  Wilkinson  &  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  (called  Jasper  after  1812) 

Morgan  County  Tax  List,  for  1822; 

Epps  Duke,  lands  in  Morgan,  Jasper  &  Gwinnette 
Counties. 
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Ransom  Duke — Ransom  Duke  appointed  Constable  in 
place  of  Epps  Duke.  Warren  County,  North  Carolina, 
Court  Minutes,  May  Ct.  1793. 

July  28,  1794 — Ransom  Duke  to  Matthew  Duke  both 
of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina,  180  acres  of  land  on 
the  east  side;  of  Opossum  Quarter  at  Elliots  line  .  .  .  Wil¬ 
liam  Parks  Line,  thence  to  Matthew  Dukes  Line  ...  to 
Lewis  Bobbitts  ...  to  Anthony  Dowdens.  Witnesses,  Jas. 
Turner,*  Oliver  Grissom,  John  Bobbitt.  Proved,  1795. 

Ransom  died  in  Greene  County,  Georgia,  in  1816: 
Minutes  of  the  Court,  181 0- 181 6-^ — ' ‘‘Ordered  that  Jane 
Duke  have  letters  of  Administration,  Ransom  Duke’s 
Estate.  Henry  Bell  and  Geo.  Owen,  Securities.” 

Return  Book,  1816-182 2,  March  Court,  1818,  shows 
notes  and  accounts.  (Pages  127-147).  Jane  Duke  peti¬ 
tioned  for  dismissal  as  administrator  of  Estate  of  Ransom 
Duke,  dec’d  and  was  dismissed  March  Court  1819.  (Court 
Minutes) 

Buckner  Duke — “State  Records  of  North  Carolina,”  by 
Clark,  Yol.  16,  p.  1043 :  “  .  .  .  taken  from  the  original 
muster  rolls  of  the  North  Carolina  Line  of  the  late  Army 
of  the  United  States.  Buckner  Duke,  Macon’s  Company, 
1777,  period  of  service  3  years,  occurrences  destd,  Augt. 
77,  7th  Regiment,  D  ” 

Feby.  2,  1785 — Buckner  Duke — Certificate  of  Colonel 
Elijah  Clark  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  250  acres 
and  prays  for  same  in  Washington  County,  Ga.  William 
Anderson  was  appointed  attorney  by  Buckner  Duke  to 
receive  the  certificate.  (Knight’s  Roster  of  Revolutionary 
Soldiers  in  Georgia,  page  65.) 

July  16,  1784 — Head  right  Grant  to  Buckner  Duke  in 
Washington  County,  Georgia,  joins  Jackson’s  &  Miller’s, 
Warrent  July  12,  1784.  Soldier’s  bounty,  287*4  acres 
of  land. 

*  James  Turner  was  governor  of  North  Carolina  in  1S02.  He 
was  Thomas  Turner’s  son. 
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Second  Grant,  1790:  On  Hardin’s  Creek  in  Wilkes 
County  (cut  off  in  1825  in  Taliaferro)  (Office  of  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga.) 

It  seems  that  Green  R.  Duke  lived  in  Talliaferro  County 
in  1825  and  1826,  and  presumably  on  land  formerly  be¬ 
longing*  to  Buckner  Duke. 

Buckner  lived  next  to  Taylor  Duke  in  Wilkes  County  on 
Fishing  Creek  (see  page  ),  and  about  1795  Keziah  Duke 
was  also  of  this  district.  Buckner  was  associated  with 
Gideon  Anderson  who,  in  his  will,  dated  1801  in  Wilkes 
County,  names  his  daughter  Keziah  Duke.  Buckner  Duke 
and  Keziah  Duke  removed  to  Hancock  County,  Georgia. 

Keziah  Anderson  married  Andrew  Duke  who  was  of 
Edenton  District,  North  Carolina,  being  born  there  in 
1760.  He  died  in  Georgia  in  1798.  (Historical  Collec¬ 
tions,  Georgia  D.  A.  R.). 

Green  Duke,  Gideon,  Mordica,  Keziah,  William,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  William  Green  Duke,  William  J.  Duke.  Berry 
Duke,— son  of  Hardyman  Duke  of  Orange  County,  North 
Carolina — and  others  of  the  name  were  in  Maury  County, 
Tennessee.  Andrew  Duke  was  in  Bedford  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Dept,  of  Education,  Nashville). 

Historical  Collections,  Georgia,  13.  A.  R.,  page  215: 
Rebecca  Duke  was  born  in  1791.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Andrew  Duke  and  his  wife  Keziah  Anderson.  Rebecca 
maried  in  1806  James  Reid  of  Virginia  and  lived  in  Han¬ 
cock  County,  Ga.” 

Hancock  County,  Georgia,  Tax  List  for  1812,  Capt. 
Hart's  District : 


Keziah  Duke,  1  slave,  175  acres  in  Hancock  on  Ogee- 
chee  River,  adj.  Richard  B.  Fletcher’s  lands,  granted  Wil¬ 
liamson.  (Ruth  Blair’s  “Some  Early  Tax  Digests  of 
Georgia.”) 

Hancock  County  was  formed  in  1797  from  Greene. 
Buckner  Duke  drew  in  the  1806  Land  Lottery  as  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Hancock.  James  Read  and  Richard  B.  Fletcher 
were  administrators  of  Buckner  Duke’s  estate. 
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Amount  of  Sales  of  Buckner  Duke’s  Estate,  Dec.  27, 
1816, 

Jamy  Read  one  mare  &  Colt. 

Keziah  Duke,  one  negro  girl  Jane. 

Richard  B.  Fletcher  for  Keziah  Duke,  Jr.,  1  negro  girl 
Charity. 

John  Stepny,  Sealy  Negro  Woman  and  Child. 

Keziah  Duke  to  Bed,  Furniture,  etc.,  Wheel,  Oven. 
Nathaniel  Chapman,  1  Cupboard. 

Thomas  Ilowell  household  goods 

Jamy  Reynolds 

Jamy  Sharp  “  “ 

Benjamin  Jones 

James  &r  Britain  Jones.  R.  B.  Fletcher,  Admr. 

Hancock  County  Court,  July  7,  1817 — Order  to  sell 
Buckner  Duke’s  real  estate,  granted  the  administrators 
Richard  B.  Fletcher  &  Jamy  Read.  (Bk.  1817-1836.) 
Buckner  Duke  may  have  married  the  widow  Keziah 
Duke. 

In  1816,  in  Morgan  County,  Georgia,  Eppes  Duke  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  with  authority  to  perform  marriages. 
In  1807,  in  Greene  County,  Isham  Duke  married  Elizabeth 
Sherrell.  In  1798  Hardy  and  Isham  Duke  were  appointed 
by  the  court  to  keep  the  road  in  repair  to  Burk  County, 
Georgia,  Meeting  House. 

The  appraisers  of  the  estate  of  William  Duke  who  died 
in  1800  in  Greene  County,  Georgia,  where  Sam‘1  Durham, 
Benj.  McCormick,  and  Pheneas  Whatley  (Book  1798- 
1806).  The  old  rule  was  to  choose  one  relative  for  an 
appraiser,  if  possible.  As  Joseph  Duke’s  daughter  Mary 
married  Wilson  Whatley,  this  William  may  have  been 
Joseph’s  son.  This  seems  to  be  the  William  who  had  a 
land  grant  adjoining  John  Taylor  Duke’s. 


CHAPTER  XV 


William  Duke,  Son  of  William  Duke,  Sr.,  of 
Warren  County,  N.  C. 


William  Duke  the  Younger  left  Brunswick  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1744,  and  joined  his  father  and  brother  Samuel 
in  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina,  in  that  part  of 
the  county  which  became  Granville  in  1746.  He  married 
in  Brunswick  Mary  Green,  daughter  of  Thomas  Edward 
Green  of  Brunswick  who  was  later  of  Granville  and  Bute 
counties.  William  Duke,  Jr.,  built  a  house,  on  his  planta¬ 
tion  which  was  modeled  after  “Westover”  the  home  of  his 
kinsman,  Colonel  William  Byrd,  and  furnished  it  with 
glass  windows,  said  to  have  been  the  first  introduced  into 
that  section  of  the  province  of  North  Carolina. 

William  Duke  the  Younger’s  first  appearance  in  the 
records  now  extant  of  Granville  County  seems  to  have 
been  about  1749  when  he  and  his  brother  John  witnessed 
their  father’s  conveyance.  In  1752  he  bought  land  of  his 
father-in-law : 


July  24,  1752 — Edward  Green  of  Granville  Countv  to 
Will  iam  Duke,  Junr.  of  Granville,  400  acres  of  land  on 
Possum  Quarter  in  the  aforesd  county,  Beginning  at  a 
red  oak  on  the  south  side  of  the  swamp  ...  to  a  Black 
Jack  in  Governor  Johnson’s  line  and  by  that  line  .  .  .  being 
a  tract  of  land  granted  the  sd  Edward  Green  by  a  Deed 
bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  March,  1751.  Witnesses, 
Samuel  Green,  William  House,  William  Green  Proved 
Sept.  1,  1752,  by  Dan.  Weldon  CC  Willm.  Eaton  Pub. 
Reg.  (Book  B,  page  100.) 

William  the  Younger’s  next  appearance  was  with  his 
father  and  brothers  in  “A  Just  Role  of  all  the  Troopers 
Names  Belonging  to  Granville  County”  (given  on  pages 
99,  154). 
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August  29,  1258 — William  Johnson  of  Granville 

County,  Yoeman,  to  William  Duke,  Junr.  of  Granville, 
50  acres  of  land  in  said  countv,  Beginning  at  a  water 
bottom  at  a  White  Oak  about  midway  between  Ben  Kim¬ 
ball  &  Wm.  Dukes  line.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Sugan  Jones, 

Myrick - (Book  C.,  page  534,  Granville  County 

Rec.) 

July  23,  1760 — William  Duke  to  Robert  Moore,  250 
acres  of  land  in  Granville  County  on  the  north  side  of 
Great  Fishing  Creek  ...  at  the  mouth  of  Long  Branch  on 
John  Greens  line  ...  to  a  line  made  between  John  Green 
&  Robert  Moore  so  along  that  line  to  Joseph  Dukes  line 
then  along  that  line  to  Fishing  Creek  .  .  .  part  of  a  tract 
of  land  granted  said  Duke  by  my  Lord  Granvilles  Agents 
March  11,  1760.  Witnesses,  Will  Johnson,  Toseph  Duke. 
Dan.  Weldon  CC.  Sam'l  Benton/ Pub.  Reg.  (Book  D, 
page  303) 

In  1764,  with  his  wife  Mary,  William  Duke  conveyed 
land  to  William  Kimball : 

February  15,  1764 — William  Duke  of  the  province  of 
North  Carolina,  Planter,  and  his  wife  Mary,  to  William 
Kimball,  200  acres  of  land  on  both  sides  of  the  road  to 
Halifax  Town,  Beginning  at  a  White  Oak.  .  .  .  Wit¬ 
nesses,  Will .  Johnson,  James  Moore. 

Bute  County  August  Court  1764 

This  Deed  was  proved  by  the  oath  of  William  Johnson. 
.  .  .  Ben.  McCulloch  C  C. 

When  Bute  was  taken  in  1764  from  Granville,  all  the 
property  of  the  Dukes  lay  in  the  former  county. 

Feby.  6.  1768 — William  Duke  of  Bute  County,  Planter, 
to  Benjamin  McCulloch  of  the  County  &  province  afore¬ 
said,  1,000  acres  of  land  in  Bute,  Beginning  at  a  poplar 
&  gum  on  Possum  Quarter  thence  west  .  .  .  by  the  corner 
of  Charles  Bartholemues  fence  .  .  .  thence  to  the  forks  cf 
the  road,  thence  along  the  road  to  Dukes  old  path  thence 
.  .  .  to  Sugan  Johnsons  line  .  .  .  near  Parishes  Old  house 
thence  along  said  Johnsons  line  to  Burk’s  line  ...  to  a 
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branch  down  the  branch  to  Partins  corner  thence  by  Par- 
tins  &  Burks  dividing  line  at  the  head  of  a  short  branch, 
thence  down  the  branch  &  crossing  Horse  Pen  Branch  to 
Dukes  Old  corner,  a  red  Oake  .  .  .  thence  to  Black’s  line 
.  .  .  to  Colonel  Persons  line  &  along  his  line  to  Possum 
Ouarter  &  then  down  the  various  courses  of  Possum 
Quarter,  etc.,  being  part  of  Sundry  tracts  of  my  Lord 
Granvilles  granted  to  the  said  Duke.  Witnesses,  Will 
Johnson,  Buckner  Kimball.  (Deed  Bk.  2,  page  198 — 
Warren  County  Record). 

Having  a  grandson  William  (son  of  Green),  William 
Duke,  Jr.,  is  now  William  Senior: 

December  10,  1784 — William  Duke  Senr.  to  Green 
Duke,  for  500  pounds,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Bute 
County  on  both  sides  Reedy  Creek,  Beginning  at  two  may- 
poles  in  the  Widow  Dawsons  line  thence  running  nearly 
a  north  course  across  the  Reedy  Branch  ...  to  William 
Dukes  line  of  the  land  he  purchased  of  Thos.  Eaton  .  .  . 
to  lands  granted  Robert  Jones  thence  .  .  .  containing  by 
estimation  850  acres  more  or  less.  Witnesses,  W.  E. 
Johnson,  Thos.  Christmas.  Proved  Warren  County 
January  Court  1785.  M.  Duke  Johnson  C.  C.  (Bk.  8, 
page  3  80.) 

It  is  noticeable  that  most  of  the  Dukes  sold  land  to  their 
children  and  did  not  give  it  to  them. 

William  and  Mary  (Green)  Duke  had  one  son,  Green 
Duke.  The  1790  Census  for  North  Carolina,  Warren 
County,  lists  William  Duke  with  53  slaves  and  Green  with 
45.  Together  they  owned  many  thousand  acres  of  land. 
William  Duke  had  several  daughters :  Mary  Duke  who 
married  Isaac  Blouse;  Sally,  married  Thomas  Christmas; 
Winifred,  Jonathan  Davis.  William  Duke  may  have  had 
a  daughter  Elizabeth  who  married  Benjamin  Carroll.  His 
other  daughters  were  Nannie  (Nancy,  Anne)  and  Tamar, 
twins,  of  whom  later. 

Lucy  Davis,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Winifred 
(Duke)  Davis,  was  born  July  9,  1757,  and  died  September 
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29,  1807.  She  married  Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr., 
born  December  3,  1752.  He  died  January  1,  1833,  at 
Middleburg,  Granville  County  (now  in  Vance  County). 

“William  Palmer,  Esq. — His  Majesty’s  Surveyor  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  Province  of  North  Carolina  to  Philemon  Haw¬ 
kins,  Junr.,  Gentleman  ...”  (Appointment  as  Deputy 
Surveyor)  December  18,  1771. 

Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of  Phile¬ 
mon  Hawkins,  Sr.,  who  acquired  a  fortune  and  a  fame 
that  outstripped  all  his  contemporaries.  He  was  born  in 
Gloucester  County,  Virginia,  in  1717,  and  in  1737  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Bute  County,  North  Carolina,  which  was  then 
inhabited  mostly  by  Indians  and  the  semi-savage  whites 
who  always  crowd  the  borders  of  a  new  country.  In  1772 
he  was  the  chief  aid  to  Governor  Tryon  in  the  Battle  of 
Alamance,  fought  with  the  Regulators  in  that  year.  His 
death  occurred  in  1801.  Besides  Colonel  Philemon,  Jr., 
his  sons  were  Colonel  John,  Colonel  Joseph,  who  died  in 
1785;  Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins  who  was  the  friend  of 
General  Washington  and  lived  in  his  home  during  the 
Revolution.  Colonel  Benjamin  was  a  distinguished  scholar 
and  understood  and  spoke  French  and,  as  General  Wash¬ 
ington  was  not  familiar  with  that  language,  he  was  of 
assistance  to  him  in  his  intercourse  with  the  French 
officers.  He  was  at  the  Battle  of  Monmouth  with  Wash¬ 
ington  in  1779  and  in  many  other  situations  before  and 
after  that  battle.  The  daughters  of  Colonel  Philemon 
Hawkins,  Sr.,  were  Fanny,  who  married  Leonard  Plenley 
Bullock,  and  Ann,  who  married  Micajah  Thomas.  (From 
the  bible  records  of  Col.  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  Wheeler's 
“Historical  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,”  and  Smyth’s 
“Duke — Shepherd — Van  Metre  Family.”  1909) 

Nancy,  Daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Green) 

Duke. 

Bute  County  Records,  Misc’s  Court  Papers,  1764-1779: 
Deed  of  Gift  from  William  Duke:  “For  the  Natural  love 
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and  affection  towards  my  Well  Beloved  Daughter  Nancey 
Christmas  .  .  .  negroes  Phib,  Lid,  Andy  &  Batt  .  .  .  and 
after  her  decease  the  aforesaid  Negroes  with  their  in¬ 
crease.  bo  Equally  Divided  between  the  Children  the  said 
Nancey  have  by  her  well  beloved  Husband  John  Christmas. 

.  .  .  April  14,  1 777.  Witnesses,  Thomas  Christmas,  Jona¬ 
than  Davis,  Isaac  House 

August  4,  1786 — Robert  Jones  &  Ann  his- wife  of  the 
County  of  Warren  &  State  of  No.  Carolina  to  William 
Duke  of  the  samq  County  &  State  afsd.  .  .  .  The  above 
sd.  Robert  Jones  and  Ann  his  wife  for  five  shillings  .  .  . 
make  over  unto  him  the  sd.  William  Duke  all  their  claim 
and  right  of  Dower  in  a  certain  tract  of  land  whereon  John 
Christmas  Deck!  her  former  husband  did  formerly  possess 
and  live  which  seat  of  land  the  said  William  Duke  is  to 
deliver  up  wholly  unto  Henry  Christmas  son  of  the  above- 
named  John  Christmas  Deck!  at  his  arriving  at  the  full 
term  of  eighteen  years  of  age.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Green 
Duke,  Jonas  Davis.  (Book  9,  page  57,  Warren  Co.  Rec.) 

Patsey  Christmas,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancey 
(Duke)  Christmas,  married  Allison  Williams,  and  had 
Tames  and  Mary  Williams.  Mary  married  William  Bur- 
well  of  the  Spots wood-Burwell  line  of  Virginia.  (Duke- 
Shepherd-Van  Metre  Family,”  by  Samuel  Gordon  Smith.) 

Anne  Carter  Lee,  daughter  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee, 
is  buried  in  the.  flower  garden  of  Robert  and  Nancey  (Duke 
Christmas)  Jones  A 

Tamar  Duke,  Daughter  of  William  and  Mary 

(Green)  Duke 

Tamar  Duke,  twin  sister  of  Nancy,  married  William 
Wortham,  son  of  James  Wortham  of  Brunswick  County, 
Virginia,  on  October  4,  1764.  Their  daughter  Nancy 
Wortham  was  born  August  6,  1769  (Bible  record  in  the 

*  The  late  Mr.  Howard  Jones  of  Warrenton,  N.  C,  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (Duke)  Jones. 
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University  of  North  Carolina  Library,  North  Carolina 
Room).  She  married  William  Marshall. 

Bible  record  from  bible  owned  by  Mrs.  John  D.  Cooper, 
Sr.,  of  Henderson,  North  Carolina  (University  of  North 
Carolina  Library)  :  “Mary  Green  Marshall,  daughter  of 
Nancye  Wortham  and  William  Marshall,  married  Octo¬ 
ber  6,  1808,  Spottswood  Bunvelh”  Polly  G.  Marshall 
was  born  December  13,  1792  (Bible  record). 

August  31,  1787 — I  William  Duke  of  Warren  County, 
North  Carolina,  in  consideration  of  the  love  and  affection 
I  have  for  my  Daughter  Tamar  Wortham  do  lend  unto 
my  daughter  a  negro  woman  named  Linder.  .  .  .  And  I 
do  further  authorize  my  said  daughter,  in  case  I  should 
make  no  disposition  of  the  said  slave  and  her  increase,  to 
give  her  and  her  increase  to  such  children  as  she  now  has 
by  the  name  of  Wortham.  .  .  .  Witness,  Jonas  Davis. 
(Warren  County  Rec.) 

January  14,  1789 — William  Duke  of  the  County  of 
Warren  do  for  the  natural  love  &  affection  towards  my 
daughter  Tamar  Wortham  lend  unto  her  during  her  na¬ 
tural  life  one  negro  girl  call'd  Sarah ;  and  at  her  decease 
the  sd  negro  girl  together  with  her  increase  to  be  equally 
divided  between  the  children,  if  any  then  living,  my  sd. 
daughter  may  have  had  by  Edward  Jones,  but  in  case  of 
no  living  issue  by  sd.  Jones;  then  in  that  case  the  negro 
girl  aforesd.  together  with  her  increase  to  be  equally  divided 
between  the  children  of  her  former  husband  William 
Wortham,  Deed.  .  .  . 

Witnesses,  Green  Duke,  Plenry  Christmas. 

William  Duke  to  granddaughter  Mary  Wortham — Bill  of 
Sale. 

William  Duke  to  grandson  William  Parham  Duke — Deed 
of  Gift. 

Mary  Duke  (widow  of  William  Duke)  to  daughter  Wini¬ 
fred  Davis — Deed  of  Gift. 
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Mary  Duke  to  son  Green  Duke — Deed  of  Gift.  (Warren 
County  Records,  of  date  before  1800) 

“An  Acc’t  of  Expenses  in  Measuring  the  Boundaries  of 
Bute  County  Running  the  Dividing  Line,  finding  Centers 
and  fixing  the  places  for  the  Court  Houses  of  Warren  and 
Franklin  Counties,  viz.  .  . 

Bute  County — Dr.  to  Commissioners  Aug.  Court  1779 

. Edward  Jones 

Julian  Nichols 
William  Duke 
John  Norwood 

According  to  an  Act  for  Erecting  an  Academy  in  the 
Town  of  Warrenton  in  the  District  of  Halifax,  William 
Duke  and  twenty  others  were  'appointed  trustees  of  the 
Warrenton  Academy.  Passed  Jan.  6.  1787 

In  1779  William  Duke  and  five  others  were  appointed 
commissioners  to  lay  out  the  town  of  Warrenton  and  di¬ 
rect  the  building  of  the  public  edifices,  “Court  House 
prison  &  stocks.’* 


CHAPTER  XVI 


Samuel  Duke  (Son  of  William,  Sr.)  ;  His  Sons. 
Arrival  of  John  Duke  the  Elder  from 
Brunswick  County,  Va. 


SAMUEL  DUKE,  who  came  to  North  Carolina  in 
1742/3  with  his  father  William  Duke,  Sr.,  had  sons  Bri¬ 
tain,  Burwell,  Samuel,  Harold,  Starling  (not  Sterling), 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  had  others  who  went  to 
Georgia  between  the  years  1772  and  1790  with  other  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family. 

BRITAIN  DUKE  was  born  about  1750,  according  to 
his  first  appearance  in  the  tax  lists,  in  1768  with  his  father  : 
“Samuel  Duke  &  Son  Britain  Duke.”  He  died  in  1800. 
His  wife  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Bennett  who  died 
in  Granville  County  in  3  785  and  mentions  his  daughter 
Anne  Duke  in  his  will.  Their  children  were  Robert ;  Ben¬ 
nett;  Dabney;  Nelson;  Henrietta,  married  William  G. 
Bowers;  Mira;  Martha,  married  Dudley  P.  T.  House; 
Minor  (mentioned  hi  Franklin  County  Court  Minutes)  ; 
Samuel  (1790  census,  for  Warren  County). 

In  1823  and  1824  William  G.  Bowers  was  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Granville  County. 

BURWELL  DUKE,  of  Warren  County,  was  born 
about  1752/3  and  died  in  1824.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  about  1772,  must  have  been  Frances  Hawkins. 
Their  children  were  Richard  L.  Duke,  Burwell  T.,  Jr., 
Thomas  H.  (or  K. ),  Cleveures,  Daniel,  Britain,  Samuel, 
Polly,  Fanny,  Holly,  Sally,  Nancy,  and  two  other  daugh¬ 
ters. 

SAMUEL  DUKE  of  Franklin  County  in  3  780.  He 
died  in  Kentucky  in  1821.  His  wife  was  Winifred.  They 
had  children  Young,  Jacob,  Sampson,  Green,  John,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Benjamin,  Elizabeth,  and  Patience. 
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HAROLD  DUKE  was  of  Warren  and  Granville  coun¬ 
ties. 

STARLING  DUKE  was  of  Warren  and  later  of 
Georgia.  In  1808,  while  of  Clark  County,  he  drew  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  the  Georgia  Lottery  (Office  of  Secretary  of 
State,  Atlanta).  His  wife  was  Edy  (Jones  County,  Ga., 
record.  Sale  of  property,  Bk.  B,  1809.)  Green  Duke  was 
also  of  Jones  County,  and  was  probably  Starling  Duke’s 
son. 

In  Virginia  a  man  had  to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age  to 
have  a  grant  of  land,  and  if  the  law  was  the  same  in  North 
Carolina  and  Samuel  Duke  proved  his  rights  in  1743  in 
Edgecombe  County  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  grant, 
he  must  have  been  born  about  1722.  But  in  any  case,  he 
was  on  his  own  in  1743  and  could  not  have  been  born  much 
later. 

In  Granville  County  on  May  31,  1748,  he  had  a  case  in 
court,  and  at  the  same  term  William  Duke  had  a  case 
against  Joseph  Kimball,  Jr.  (Copies  of  Loose  Papers,  Office 
of  Superior  Court,  Oxford,  N.  C. ) 

In  1754  Samuel  Duke  had  a  case  in  court  and  William 
Duke,  Senr.,  assumed  all  responsibility  for  the  payment 
of  Samuel  Duke’s  debt,  if'  Samuel  were  found  liable  bv  the 
court :  “And  whereas  William  Duke  Senr.  on  the  6th  day 
of  February  A.D.  1754  by  his  certain  Writing  Obligatory 
did  bind  himself  that  if  the  said  Samuel  Duke  should  be 
convicted  in  the  action  afsd.  that  he  should  pay  all  such 
damages  as  should  be  adjudged  to  the  said  Charles  King 
or  render  his  Body  to  Prison  for  the  same  or  that  he  the 
sd.  William  Duke  would  do  it  for  him.”  (Old  Court  Paper, 
Granville  County,  N.  C.  See  pages  97,  98.) 

From  the  time  before  1763  when  John  Duke,  son  of 
William,  Sr.,  left  Granville  for  Orange  County,  North 
Carolina,  none  of  the  name  of  John  Duke  is  in  the  records 
of  Granville,  Bute,  and  Warren  counties  until  1769.  In 
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that  year  John  Duke  the  Elder  came  from  Brunswick 
County,  Virginia,  to  Bute  County,  North  Carolina,  with 
his  wife  Ruth  and  his  sons  John,  Joel.  Simon,  and  Benia¬ 
min.  He  bought  five  hundred  acres  of  land  from  'William 
Duke,  Jr.,  granted  William  Jr  in  1762  and  lying  next  to 
his  1760  grant  on  Fishing  Creek  and  land  bought  in  1758 
from  Edward  Green,  on  Chas.  Bartholomue’s  and  Gover¬ 
nor  Johnson’s  lines  and  adjoining  Samuel  Duke’s  grant  of 
August  26,  1760  (Book  2,  page  211,  Warren  County 
record).  With  this  purchase  John  Duke  the  Elder  became 
again  after  twenty-six  years  the  neighbor  of  William  Duke, 
Sr.,  and  his  family.  But  the  records  do  not  disclose  their 
relationship.  He  must  have  been  a  relative.  His  children 
appear  to  have  been  contemporaries  of  William  Duke.  Sr’s., 
grandchildren.  None  of  them  had  a  name  or  a  particular 
association  that  could  place  John  the  Elder  as  a  close  rela¬ 
tive  of  William  Duke,  Sr. 

John  Duke,  evidently  John  the  Elder's  son,  appears  for 
the  first  time  in  1771  in  the  Bute  County  tax  lists,  and 
Matthew  Duke  is  also  noted  for  the  first  time.  In  1772 
Matthew  bought  land  of  William  Duke,  Sr.  (page  103). 
Matthew  and  his  brother  John,  who  are  in  the  1776  tax 
list,  were  no  doubt  sons  of  the  second  John  Duke  and 
grandsons  of  John  Duke  the  Elder,  whose  will  was  pro¬ 
bated  in  Warren  in  1787,  and  he  was  at  least  eighty  years 
old  in  that  year,  since  he  had  a  land  grant  in  Virginia  in 
1728.  John  (second,  died  1803)  removed  to  Tennessee, 
and  Richard  Myrick  lived  next  to  him.  Matthew  Duke 
(died  1819)  had  a  son,  Myrick.  (See  Appendix.) 

John  the  Elder  and  his  sons,  taxables  in  1771,  in  Bute 
County,  with  William  Duke,  Sr’s.,  family : 


Samuel  Duke .  5  B’olls  (Probably  his  five  sons.) 

Matthew  Duke  .  1 

Major  Duke .  1  “ 

Joseph  Duke  .  1  “ 

John  Duke .  1 
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Green  Duke .  5  “ 

William  Duke,  Capt. ..15  “ 

Joel  Duke .  1  “ 

John  Duke .  2  “  (John  the  Elder.) 


On  August  14,  1771,  the  second  John  Duke  acquired 
Samuel  Duke’s  grant  of  land  of  August  26,  1760,  contain¬ 
ing  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres,  adjoining  Bobbitts, 
Governor  Johnsons  and  William  Dukes  holdings  (Book  3, 
page  287).  In  1779  he  bought  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  John  Kicker’s  line  from  Joshua  Capps  (Book  7, 
page  242),  and  is  in  the  tax  lists  from  1781  to  1790  with 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres,  the  amount  of  land  in 
these  two  tracts.  The  1792  list  gives  him  one  thousand 
and  ninety-five  acres:  in  1791  he  purchased  seven  hundred 
acres  from  William  Green  of  Wilkes  County,  Georgia, 
formerly  of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina  (deed  proved 
in  Warren  in  1791).  This  is  the  only  John  Duke  in  the 
1790  census  for  Warren  and  in  the  tax  lists  from  1785 
to  1799.  After  he  removed  to  Tennessee,  in  the  latter 
year,  his  son  Philip  paid  his  tax,  for  the  year  1800.  His 
second  wife  was  Martha,  daughter  of  John  Emerson  of 
Warren  County. 

There  are  three  John  Dukes  in  the  1776  poll  tax  list. 
According  to  the  1775  list,  the  second  John  Duke  was  al¬ 
ready  married  to  Martha,  since  Martha  Duke  is  also  a 
taxable.  There  is  an  old  fee  book  in  Wanenton,  Warren 


County,  dated  1785,  which  has  the  following  entry:  “John 
Duke :  to  your  marriage  license  IB/.”  This  is  all.  This 
John  Duke  was  probably  Matthew’s  brother,  and  they  were 
no  doubt  sons  of  the  second  John  Duke  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage.  In  his  will  he  bequeaths  his  North  Carolina  lands 
to  his  children  by  his  first  wife,  but  does  not  name  them. 
Whenever  his  name  appears  in  the  Minute  Books  of  War¬ 
ren  County,  he  is  associated  with  Simon  Duke  and  his 
son  William.  (See  his  will  in  Appendix.) 
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In  1770  Samuel  Duke  bought  two  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  land  on  Sandy  Creek  which  the  tax  lists  show  was 
next  to  John  Duke  the  Elder’s  land  which  he  had  from 
William  Duke,  Jr.,  which  was  all  the  land  that  the  records 
give  John  the  Elder.  In  1773  Samuel  Duke  sold  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  acres  of  his  Sandy  Creek  tract  to  his  son 
Britain.  In  1776  he  sold  one  hundred  acres  to  his  son 
Burwell  and  Burwell’s  name  follows  John  Duke  the  Elder’s 
in  Thomas  Turner’s  list  of  taxables.  This  is  an  undated 
paper.  But  Mr.  N.  W.  Newell,  Deputy  Clerk  of  Superior 
Court,  Warren  County,  believes  the  date  was  about 
1776/7. 


After  selling  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his  two 
hundred  and  seventy  acre  tract  Samuel  Duke  had  left 
twenty  or  thirty  acres,  as  a  tract  of  land  was  described  as 
containing  “more  or  less’’  acres  than  the  amount  stated 
in  a  conveyance.  In  Warren  County,  for  the  year  1780, 
he  appears  in  the  same  district  with  John  Duke  the  Elder 
and  his  sons  with  a  small  strip  of  land.  In  1793  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  this  strip,  which  was  thirty  acres,  and  he  must 
have  died  shortly  thereafter.  As  has  just  been  said,  Bur- 
well  Duke  also  appears  in  the  same  district  with  John  Duke 
the  Elder,  his  name  following  the  latter’s. 

From  Taxables  taken  by  Thomas  Turner  for  Bute 
County  for  the  year  1776/77.  (Copied  from  the  Original 
List).  This  is  Burwell  Duke’s  first  appearance  in  the 
records : 


Polls 


Will  iam  Bobbitt . 1 

John  Kicker . 1 


Joseph  Green  &  Negroes.  5 


(See  Orange  County  for 
Duke  and  Bobbitt  connec¬ 
tion,  page  111) 

(Father  of  William  who  re¬ 
moved  to  Georgia  and 
Josiali  for  whom  John 
Duke  (second)  named  one 
of  his  sons.) 
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Peter  Davis . 

John  Duke . 1 

Major  Duke  . 1 

Matthew  Duke  &  Bro. 

John  Duke . 2 

John  Mangum . 1 


John  Person  son  Josiah  .  . 


Joshua  Capps . 

Samuel  Meadows  & 
Howell  Mangum  ...  .2 

Richard  Bennett  . 1 


John  Duke  the  Elder  & 


Negro  Fibb . 2 

Burrell  Duke . 1 

David  Melone  . 1 

Isaac  House . 2 


William  Wortham 


Thomas  Turner  Son  Jo¬ 
seph  &  Negroes . 9 

Charles  Bartholomus  ...  1 
John  Green  &  Negro.  .  .2 


(In  1771  he  acquired  Sam¬ 
uel  Duke’s  grant  of  land, 
dated  3  760.) 

(Son  of  Joseph  Duke ;  Major 
removed  to  South  Caro¬ 
lina.) 

(See  Orange  County  for 
Duke  and  Mangum  con¬ 
nection,  page  111) 

(The  Persons  and  Mangums 
intermarried) 

(John  Duke  (second) 
bought  land  from  Capps.) 

(Meadows  is  also  given 
Leathers.) 

(Removed  to  Granville  ;  died 
1785.  Britain  Duke  mar¬ 
ried  his  daughter) 

(Son  of  Samuel,  Sr.) 

(Married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Wm.  Duke,  Jr.) 

(Married  Tamar,  daughter 
of  Wm.  Duke,  ]r.,  in 
1764.) 


. 
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(M  iles  Bobit  &  Thos.  Clerk  listed  in  Col  Johnson’s 
List)5’ 

Thomas  Turner’s  list  contained  186  names,  including 
slaves,  and  the  area  was  rather  wide,  covering  several 
districts  (as  they  were  laid  off  at  a  later  date).  The  lands 
which  the  court  ordered  processioned  in  1775  by  Joseph 
Duke  (the  year  preceding  Turner’s  list)  covered  less 
territory,  although  they  were  “from  Jordans  to  Reedy 
Creek  down  Reedy  Creek  to  Powell’s  road  up  that  road 
to  Peter  Davis’s  up  Great  Fishing  Creek  to  Jordans 
Road.” 


List  of  Taxables  for  Bute  County,  taken  by  Joseph 
Duke  and  William  Cheek,  for  the  year  1775.  Copied  from 
the  Original  List.) 

Polls 


Miles  Bobbitt  . 1 

Joseph  Duke . 2 

Martha  Duke . 1 

John  Duke . 1 

William  Bobbitt . 1 

Lewis  Bobbitt  . 2 

Richard  Bennett  . 2 

Charles  Bartholomus . 1 

Thomas  Turner . 1 


List  of  Taxables  for  the  ycz 
N.  C. — District  Unknown  (in 


u 

tt 

a 

“  (the  second  John  Duke.) 

a 

n 

a 

a 

a 

1780,  for  Warren  County, 
Varrenton,  N.  C.  Library)  : 


Samuel  Duke . 19  lbs 

Joel  Duke . 312  “ 

John  Duke . 4280  “ 


Is  4p  (This  must  have  been 
the  strip  of  land  that  Sam¬ 
uel  had  left  after  selling 
land  to  his  sons  Britain 
and  Bur  well.) 

(The  return  for  1781  is 
“Ben  Duke  for  John 
Duke” — the  Elder.) 


' 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


T49 


Simon  Duke  . 682 

William  Duke  ....  1320 


The  “Unknown  District”  was  later  Hawtrees  and  Smith 
Creek  Districts.  But  boundaries  were  not  clearly  defined 
in  early  days  and  Reedy  Creek,  Sandy  Creek,  arid  Fishing 
Creek  lands  could  lay  in  any  of  the  districts,  as  these 
streams  were  so  near  each  other  in  that  part  of  Bute  (later 
Warren)  where  the  Dukes  made  their  home. 


Samuel  Duke  and  his  son  Britain  are  in  a  list  of  tax- 
ables,  taken  by  Nathaniel  Henderson  for  the  year  1768. 
(Copied  from  the  Original  List.) 

Aaron  Fussell  &  Son  Moses 
Aaron  Fussel,  Junr. 

Nathaniel  Peebles 
Roger  Thornton  &  Negro  Tack 
I  sum  Cogwell  &  Thos.  Garrett 
Samuel  Duke  &  Son  Britain 
Thomas  Norment 
Christopher  Roberson 

The  district  in  which  Samuel  Duke  lived  in  1768  and 
in  which  the  land  lay  which  he  bought  in  1770  from  Na¬ 
thaniel  Peeples,  part  of  which  he  sold  to  his  sons,  was 
Sandy  Creek.  For  more  than  a  century  the  families  of 
Samuel  Duke  and  Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  lived 
in  this  district  and  were  next-door  neighbors,  as  their 
records  will  show. 

Concerning  the  holdings  of  Colonel  Hawkins,  Jr.: 

Old  Court  Paper  in  the  Clerk’s  Office,  Warrenton,  N.C. : 
“We  the  Jurors  who  have  been  Summoned  &  Sworn  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law  to  enter  upon  and  determin  the  disputed 
Title  to  the  Land  No  10  Entered  by  Charles  R.  Eaton 
23rd  Feby  1778  Containing  450  acres  on  the  Waters  of 
Sandy  Creek  &  Martin’s  Creek  &  Spivey’s  Branch,  begin¬ 
ning  at  Philemon  Hawkins  Junr.  black  Jack  &  joining 
Roger’s  line  for  Complt  .  .  .” 
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Samuel  and  Burweli  Duke’s  lands  were  on  Sandy  and 
Martin’s  Creeks.  In  1811  and  1819  Burweli  Duke’s  sons, 
Britain  and  Burweli,  Jr.,  bought  land  on  these  streams  from 
Col.  Hawkins’  son  Benjamin. 


Copy  of  an  original  paper : 
Impannal  and  sworn  to  try 
Hawkins  plantive  &  Osborn 
general  for  the  plantive  giv< 
this  fifth  day  of  Augt  1779 
Jordan  Harris 
William  Cheek 
Henry  Jackson 
W.  Wortham 
Dawson  Yallandeghan 
Joseph  Kimball 


“We  the  Jurrers  properly 
a  Cavit  between  Phillimon 
Ball  Defendant  we  do  find 
i  under  our  hands  &  seals 

Aaron  Fussell 
Briton  Duke 
Green  Duke 
Burrell  Duke 
John  Lanier 
Samuel  Duke” 


Land  which  Samuel  Duke  bought  and  conveyed  to  his 
sons : — 

Aug.  15,  1770 — Nathaniel  Peebles  and  wife  Milly 
Peebles  to  Samuel  Duke  for  Sixty  pounds,  270  acres  of 
land  in  Bute  County  on  the  south  side  of  Sandy  Creek, 
Beginning  at  Henry  Thornton’s  corner  at  a  pine  .  .  .  to  a 
branch  called  Waterses  branch  .  .  .  with  all  Edifices,  etc. 
Witnesses,  Isaac  Acree,  Thos.  Norment,  Stephen  Beckum. 
Proved  August  1771.  Test  Ben  McCulloch  CC.  (Warren 
County,  N.C.  Record.) 

Jany.  8,  1773 — Samuel  Duke  to  Britain  Duke  for  Sixty 
pounds,  150  acres  of  land  in  Bute  County  on  the  south 
side  of  Sandy  Creek,  Beginning  at  Henry  Thorntons  cor¬ 
ner  at  a  Hickory  .  .  .  to  Waterses  Branch  to  a  white  oak, 
thence  ...  to  Crabbs  corner  .  .  .  Witness,  John  Heckorv. 
Proved  Feby.  1773.  (Book  4,  p.  132.) 

In  1778  Britain  Duke  sold  the  land  he  had  from  his 
father  to  Burweli  (  see  page  160). 

Apr  il  9,  1776- — Samuel  Duke  of  Bute  County  to  Burrel 
Duke  of  the  same  county  for  Twenty  pounds  100  acres  of 
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land  in  Bute  on  the  waters  of  Sandy  Creek,  Beginning  on 
Waters  branch  at  the  mouth  of  a  small  branch,  thence  up 
the  same  to  a  fork,  thence  up  the  south  Fork  to  the  sd 
branch  to  the  surveyed  line  .  .  .  keeping  the  old  line  to 
Waterses  branch.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Britain  Duke,  Harold 
Duke,  John  Flight.  Proved  May  1778.  Registered  Jany. 
8,  1780,  by  James  Johnson,  P.  R.  (Warren  Co.) 

Samuel  Duke  appears  in  the  Warren  County  tax  lists 
from  1780  to  1787  with  fifty  acres  of  land.  After  1786 
he  was  probably  living  with  one  of  his  sons  who  paid  the 
tax  for  him.  In  1788  he  appears  to  have  given  Harold 
Duke  an  interest  in  this  fifty  acres,  while  retaining  title  to 
it,  as  it  is  still  in  his  name  in  1790  (page  179). 

May  22,  1788 — Samuel  Duke  to  Ilarrel  Duke  for  Ten 
pounds,  Fifty  acres  of  land  in  Warren  County,  beginning 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Spring  Branch  on  the  No.  Fork,  thence 
up  the  sd  branch  to  a  black  oak  in  Tesse  Jenkins  corner. 
.  .  .  Wi  tnesses,  Thos.  Jenkins,  Tabitha  Jenkins.  (Warren 
County,  N.  C.  Record.) 


Samuel  and  Harold  Duke  Sell  Land  In  Which 
They  Both  Have  Interest. 

Feby.  28,  1790—  Samuel  Duke  &  Harrel  Duke  to  Dud¬ 
ley  House,  for  Sixty  pounds  two  shillings  &  nine  pence 
half  penny,  Seventy-five  acres  of  land  at  a  white  oak  on 
Waters  Branch  on  Burrell  Dukes  line,  thence  along  his 
line  to  his  corner  in  Hawkins  line  thence  south  along  Tesse 
Jenkins  to  a  pine  on  Duke's  Spring  Branch  thence  down 
the  sd  branch  to  a  red  oak  thence  south  to  a  pine  in  Burwell 
Duke's  line  on  a  branch,  thence  down  the  branch  to  the 
first  station.  Witnesses,  James  Paine,  David  Seball.  M. 
Duke  Johnson  C.  C.  Sevm.  Ransom,  P.  R.  (Bk.  11,  p. 
45.) 

Martha,  daughter  of  Britain  Duke,  married  Dudley  P, 
T.  House,  son  of  Dudley  House. 
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Samuel  Duke  is  in  the  1790  census  for  North  Carolina, 
and  his  death  must  have  occurred  shortly  after  he  disposed 
of  thirty  acres  of  land,  evidently  the  remainder  of  his  tract 
bought  August  15,  1770  from  Nathaniel  Peebles: 

Jan.  1,  1793 — Samuel  Duke  of  Warren  County  to  John 
Blacknell  of  Warren,  for  Fifty  pounds,  thirty  acres  of  land 
in  Warren  County,  Beginning  at  a  red  oak  on  Starling 
Duke’s  Spring  Branch  then  south  to  a  pine  Sami.  Dukes 
line  then  north  to  the  sd.  Starling  Dukes  Spring  Branch. 

.  .  .  Witnesses,  Hugh  Hayes,  Mar  .  .  .  Jordan.  (Book 
13,  page  263.)  The  witness  was  Marcellus  Jordan. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  lists  given  below  how  the  Dukes 

settled  near  each  other,  and  vet  with  fathers  and  sons  in 

*  •> 

their  particular  districts,  which  were  really  just  one  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Assessments  in  Captain  White’s  District  (Warrenton) 
for  1781  : 

William  Duke . 40791  Lbs  (Son  of  William  Duke, 

Sr.) 

Matthew  Duke  ....  1876  “ 

Mary  Duke  .  2882  “  (Wife  of  Joseph  Duke.) 

John  Duke .  3031  “  (Son  of  John  Duke  the 

Elder.) 

List  of  Property  taken  in  Hawtrees  District,  year  1781  : 
Simon  Duke .  450  lbs 

Joel  Duke  .  350  “  (Removed  to  Georgia.) 

Ben.  Duke  for  Tohn 

Duke . . .  .  .  3810  “  (Tohn  the  Elder.) 

William  Duke  ....  765  “ 

Simon  Duke .  525  “ 

List  of  Taxables,  Captain  Fussell’s  District  (Sandy 
Creek),  year  1781  : 

Starling  Duke .  260  lbs 

Britain  Duke .  2000  “ 

Samuel  Duke .  234 

Bur  well  Duke  ....  1628  “ 
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List  of  Taxables,  Capt.  Fussell’s  District  (Sandy  Creek), 
year  1782: 

Burwell  Duke  ....  224  lbs 

Britain  Duke .  245  “ 

Harrell  Duke .  11  “ 

Starling  Duke  ....  52  “ 

Samuel  Duke  ....  24  “ 

Fishing  Creek  District  (Warrenton),  year  1783: 

John  Duke .  431  lbs 

Mary  Duke .  338  “ 

Matthew  Duke  ...  296  “ 

Captain  Fussell’s  District  (Sandy  Creek),  year  1783: 


Britain  . . 

290 

Samuel  Duke . 

25 

Burwell  Duke . 

213 

Harr  el  Duke . 

11 

Starling  Duke  .... 

39 

Captain  White’s  District  (Warrenton),  year  1784  : 

Mary  Duke  .  333  acres  of  land,  1  White  Poll, 

2  Black 

John  Duke .  396  acres  of  land,  1  White  Poll, 

4  Black 

Matthew  Duke  ....  280  acres  of  land,  1  White  Poll, 

2  Black 

William  Duke  ....  1550  acres  of  land,  1  White  Poll, 

14  Black 

Captain  FusselTs  District  (Sandy  Creek),  year  1784: 


Britain  Duke .  223  acres  of  land,  1  White  Poll, 

4  Black 

Starling  Duke  ....  135  acres  of  land 

Burwell  Duke .  250  acres  of  land,  1  White  Poll, 

2  Black 

Samuel  Duke .  50  acies  of  land 
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Samuel  Duke’s  Military  Record. 

GRANVILLE  COUNTY  Muster  Roll  of  the  Regi¬ 
ments  in  Granville  County  under  the  Command  of  Colo. 
William  Eaton,  as  taken  at  a  General  Muster  of  the  said 
Regiment  8  October  1754:  Captain  Richard  Coleman's 
Company 

62  Robert  Duke 

Captain  Daniel  Harris’s  Company 

35  William  Duke  (William  Duke,  Sr.) 

36  William  Duke,  Junr. 

37  Samuel  Duke 

38  John  Duke  (Son  of  William,  Sr.) 

39  Joseph  Duke. 

(“State  Records  of  North  Carolina,”  by 
Judge  Walter  Clark,  Yol.  22.) 

The  following  items  were  taken  from  Duke  Notes  col¬ 
lected  by  Mrs.  Patterson,  sister  of  Judge  Walter  Clark, 
and  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  William  LI.  Bason, 
Genealogist,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  and  “State  Records  of 
North  Carolina,”  by  Judge  Walter  Clark,  Vol.  17,  page 
206: 

Army  Accounts  of  the  North  Carolina  Line — Set¬ 
tled  by  the  Commissioners  at  Halifax  from  the  1st 
of  September  1784,  to  the  1st  of  Feby.  1785,  and 
at  Warrenton  in  the  year  1786,  designating  by  whom 
the  claims  were  receipted  for  respectively. 

For  Halifax  County 

Samuel  Duke,  1781 — £1,  si 8  d4 

Britain  Duke  pd  5,  8  in  1782. 

D  (Warrenton) 

Granville  Duke  Amount  25.2— Received  by  Sherd. 
Barrow 

William  Duke  (Same  Reference.) 

William  Duke  Amount  32.10 — not  receipted  for 
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Sherrod  Duke  Amount  16.  2 — receipted  for  by  J.  Craven 
for  Mary  Duke. 


Revolutionary  Accounts. 


(North  Carolina  Data.) 


Duke, 

A. 

Vol.  5  Pg. 

29  Folio  4 

ti 

Andrew 

7 

93 

3 

it 

B. 

6 

63 

4 

it 

B. 

8 

11 

1 

a 

Brittain 

7 

71 

3 

a 

F. 

7 

16 

3 

a 

Green 

6  &  7 (several  pages 

)  E3,2, 

a 

I  sham 

6  • 

35 

3 

a 

J. 

6 

65 

4 

a 

J- 

12 

88 

4 

it 

John 

4,6,9,11 

3, 1,2, 4 

a 

L. 

7 

21 

1 

if 

Mary 

11 

97 

2 

a 

Math. 

7  9  1 

66,99,103 

1,4,2 

a 

Pleasant 

9 

3 

1 

a 

S. 

6 

82 

2 

a 

Shercd 

9 

99 

3 

a 

William 

11 

71 

3, 1,2, 3, 4 

( Sever 

al  other  Vol. 

&  Pgs.) 

a 

Andrew 

10 

25 

3 

a 

a 

10 

25 

4 

a 

Benjn. 

10 

16 

3 

tt 

Charles 

/ 

53 

4 

Duke,  Gran. 

Vol.  28 

Pg.  31 

lames 

28 

32 

“  John 

28 

33 

■ 

•  —  - 
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Sherrod 

28 

32 

a 

William 

28 

32 

tt 

Benj. 

Bk.  D 

Pg.  223 

tt 

Wm. 

D 

223 

a 

Andrew 

Vol.  A 

59 

tt 

Capt.  Andrew 

A 

59 

a 

Green 

A 

51 

Dukes  Beni. 

A 

36 

Duke 

Wm. 

Vol.  1  -  6 

251 

tt 

James 

a 

334 

tt 

Jonathan 

tt 

55 

tt 

Gran. 

Recpt,  Bk. 

190 

tt 

James 

tt  t< 

223 

tt 

John 

tt  tt 

230 

tt 

Sherrod 

tt  u 

216 

tt 

Wm. 

a  t't 

204 

tt 

Gran 

Vol.  19 

84 

it 

James 

“  (Dawson’s  Co.) 

86 

tt 

John 

“  (Carter’s) 

88 

tt 

Sherrod 

“  (Raiford’s) 

86 

tt 

Wm. 

tt  a 

86 

tt 

Andrew 

Bk.  B. 

233 

tt 

Green 

tt 

220 

it 

William 

u 

83 

Dukes,  Benjamin 

Bk.  I< 

200 

tt 

John 

“  K 

23 

(From  Miscellaneous  Indexes.  N.  C.  Hist.  Comm., 

Raleigh.  N.  C.) 

Census  for  North  Carolina,  for  the  year  1790. 
Warren  County — 

Samuel  Duke — 1  male  over  16 

(including  head  of  family) 
Britain  Duke — 1  male  over  16 

(including  head  of  family) 
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4  males  under  16 

4  females  (including  head  of  family) 

13  slaves 

Burwell  Duke — 1  male  over  16 

(including  head  of  family) 
4  males  under  16 

8  females  (including  head  of  family) 

4  slaves 

Harold  Duke — 1  male  over  16 

(including  head  of  family) 
2  males  under  16 

2  females  (including  head  of  family) 

In  another  place — - 

Samuel  Duke — 1  male  over  16 

(including  head  of  family) 
(Britain  Duke’s  son?) 

1  female  (including  head  of  family) 
Franklin  County — 

Samuel  Duke — 2  males  over  16 

(including  head  of  family) 
6  males  under  16 

2  females 

(Son  of  Samuel  Duke,  Sr.) 


Census  for  North  Carolina,  for  the  year  1820 


Warren  County — 

Burwell  Duke — 1  male  45  8z  over — 1  female  45  &  over 

1  male  10  to  16  1  female  26 — 45 

1  female  16 — 26 


Granville  County — 

Harold  Duke- — 1  male  45  &  over — 1  female  45  &  over 

3  male  under  10  1  female  16 — 26 


- 

' 


. 
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Samuel,  Harold,  and  Britain  Duke 
Sons  of  Samuel  Duke,  Sr. 

In  1780  Samuel  Duke  was  of  Franklin  County,  North 
Carolina,  which  was  set  up  from  Bute  in  1779.  Before 
1813,  Samuel  removed  to  Muhlenberg  County,  Kentucky, 
and  died  there  in  1821. 

Dec.  15,  1780 — Dempsey  Gatlin  to  Samuel  Dukes,  both 
of  Franklin  County,  for  Forty  pounds,  125  acres  of  land  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  Beginning  at  a  hickory  at  Basses 
Corner,  thence  along  his  line  to  a  Spanish  oak  standing  at 
Ramsom’s  Road,  thence  up  the  sd  road  ...  to  the  head  of 
Ray’s  Branch,  thence  down  sd  branch  to  Thomases*  line. 

.  .  .  Witnesses  John  Hoof,  Robert  Bird.  (Bk.  1,  p.  167, 
Franklin  Co.  Record.) 

Robert  Bird,  the  witness,  may  have  accompanied  Sam¬ 
uel  Duke  to  Kentucky.  John  Byrd  was  living  in  -Muhlen¬ 
berg  County,  Kentucky,  in  1822,  when  he  witnessed  the 
will  of  Chas.  Morgan  of  Muhlenberg,  which  was  signed 
and  recorded  in  1822. 

Feby.  10,  1801 — Samuel  Duke  and  Warren  Bass  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  and  County  of  Franklin  to  Hub¬ 
bard  Mitchell  of  the  state  aforesaid  and  County  of  Nash, 
for  Fifty-one  pounds,  230  acres  of  land  in  Franklin  on  the 
waters  of  Shocco  Creek.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  L.  Webb,  Abra¬ 
ham  Andrews.**  (Bk.  3,  page  120.) 

Lewis  Webb  and  John  Bobbitt  were  securities  for  Anne 
Duke,  widow  of  Britain,  when  in  1800  she  was  appointed 
guardian  of  her  daughter  Myra  P.  Duke.  (Franklin  Co. 
Court  Minute.) 

Franklin  County — “The  Grand  Inquest  was  impannelled 
and  sworn,  to  wit —  .  .  .  Samuel  Duke/’  Sept.  Court,  1797. 
This  was  evidently  the  grand  jury  . 

♦Ann  Hawkins  married  Micajah  Thomas. 

**  The  Hawkins  and  Andrews  families  intermarried  (page  138). 
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Sept.  14,  1813 — Samuel  Dukes  of  Muhlenburg  County, 
Kentucky,  to  Wiot  Mills  of  Franklin  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  146  acres  in  the  County  aforesaid  (Franklin)  on  the 
Water  of  Shocco  Creek,  at  Bases  corner  Runne  ...  to 
Gatlin’s  corner,  etc.  (Bk.  16,  p.  184,  Franklin  County 
Registry, ) 

Will  of  Samuel  Duke  of  Muhlenberg 

County,  Ky. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I  Samuel  Dukes,  of  Muhlen¬ 
berg  County  and  State  of  Kentucky,  being  of  sound  mind 
and  perfect  memory,  do  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  hereby  revoking  all  others  heretofore  by  me  made  and 
recommending  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it  me  and  as  to 
my  worldly  goods  which  it  hath  been  pleasing  God  to  help 
me  with,  1  give  in  manner  following,  viz  :  My  desire  is  that 
all  my  just  debts  be  paid;  then  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
beloved  wife,  Winny  Dukes,  three  feather  beds  and  furni¬ 
ture,  also  all  the  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  also  all 
the  land  and  plantation  whereon  I  now  live  during  her 
natural  life  or  widowhood. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son,  Young  Dukes,  two  negro 
girls,  Frank  and  Ann  also  one  chest  and  at  the  death  of  my 
beloved  wife,  then  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son.  Young 
Dukes,  the  land  and  plantation  whereon  1  now  live. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sons,  Sampson  Dukes  and 
Jacob  Dukes,  two  negro  girls,  Buk  and  Sarah. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Groves, 
one  negro  slave,  Gils. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Green  Dukes,  one  negro 
boy,  John. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sons  John  Dukes  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Dukes,  one  negro  girl,  Sal. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Benjamin  Dukes  one 
negro  woman,  Rose;  also  the  land  that  Benjamin  Dukes 
did  live  on  containing  100  acres. 


. 


160 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Pashence  Williams 
one  hundred  dollars  in  money. 

I  certify  that  it  is  my  desire  that  my  beloved  wife,  Winnv 
Dukes  shall  keep  all  the  negroes  heretofore  given  away  in 
my  Will  during  her  natural  life,  then  they  are  to  go  to  the 
homes  they  are  devised  to. 

I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  sons  Sampson  Dukes 
and  Young  Dukes  my  joint  executors. 

This  my  last  Will  and  Testament  as  heretofore  said  I 
have  set  my  hand  and  fixed  my  seal,  This  13th  day  of  April 
1821.  Witnesses,  Micajah  Wells,  John  Crabtree.  Proved, 
Muhlenburg  County,  Ky.  May  Court,  1821. 

Harold  Duke,  Son  of  Samuel,  Sr. 

Harold  Duke  was  a  taxable  in  Warren  Countv  in  1782, 
and  was  of  Granville  County  in  1820. 

Feby.  3,  1798 — Isham  Parham  of  Granville  County  to 
Harrel  Duke  of  Granville,  44  acres  of  land  in  Granville 
on  the  south  side  of  Woods  Branch,  Beginning  at  the 
branch  on  Woods  Line  .  .  .  to  his  corner  pine  on  Smiths 
line  .  . .  thence  west  with  his  line  &  Inscoes,  etc.  Witnesses, 
Thomas  Parham,  Sam’l  Parham.  (Yol.  Q,  page  139.) 

Feby.  22,  1800 — Harrell  Duke  of  Granville  to  Hickman 
Lloyd  of  Granville,  44  acres  on  the  Waters  of  Tabbs  Creek, 
on  the  branch  above  Micael  Woods.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Noel 
Johnson,  Reuben  R.  Inscoe.  (Vol.  R.,  page  113.) 

Britain  Duke,  Son  of  Samuel,  Sr. 

Britain  Duke  sold  Burwell  Duke  the  tract  of  land  which 
he  bought  from  Samuel  Duke,  Sr.,  on  January  8,  1773: 

Feby.  10,  1778 — Britain  Duke  of  the  County  of  Bute  in 
the  province  of  North  Carolina  to  Burrel  Duke  of  the  same 
county  and  province,  for  60  pounds  current  money  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  Bute  on  the  south  side 
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of  Sandy  Creek,  Beginning  at  Henry  Thorntons  corner 
at  a  hickory  ...  to  Waterses  Branch  at  a  white  oak,  thence 
up  the  said  branch  at  a  white  oak  and  a  willow  oak  then 
along  a  line  of  marked  trees  to  Crabs  corner.  .  .  .  Witnesses, 
John  Height,  Win.  Dinson.  Proved  May,  1778,  Bute 
County  Court.  (Bk.  6,  page  388,  Warren  Co.  Bee.) 

The  Virginia  spelling  of  the  name  “Height”  was  “Hite.” 
The  Hites  were  early  settlers  in  the  Colony. 

In  1791  Britain  Duke  was  of  Franklin  County:  Nov. 
16,  17.91 — Thomas  Frohock  of  Rowan  County,  North 
Carolina,  Esquire,  to  Britain  Duke  of  Franklin,  for  200 
pounds,  200  acres  in  Franklin  on  the  south  side  of  Tar 
River,  Beginning  at  the  north  of  Mill  Creek  at  a  white 
oak  .  .  .  running  ...  to  the  River,  then  down  the  River  .  .  . 
as  aforesaid  deed  from  Lord  Granville  to  Tlios.  Parker, 
Esq.,  dated  October  22,  1752.  A  last  will  of  the  said  Tiros. 
Parker  dated  June  11,  1757,  devised  the  same  to  John 
Frohock,  Esq.,  by  last  will  of  said  John  dated  Sept.  10, 
1768,  he  devised  the  said  land  to  Thos  Frohock.  .  .  .  Wit¬ 
ness,  William  Christmas.  (Bk.  9,  page  69,,  Franklin  Co. 
Rec.) 

William  Christmas  was  a  member  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  from  Franklin  County  in  1792,  and  in  1793  he 
was  senator. 

In  1797  Britain  Duke,  again  of  Warren  County,  bought 
land  in  Franklin:  March  22,  .1797 — James  Sherrod  of 
Franklin  County  to  Britain  Duke  of  Warren,  for  300 
pounds,  all  that  Messuage  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  Frank¬ 
lin  County  on  the  Waters  of  Taylors  Creek,  Beginning  at 
three  pines  on  Lloyds  corner  ...  at  Warmouths  fence  .  .  . 
down  a  branch  to  Taylor's  Creek  ...  to  Simmons  corner 
...  to  a  stump  in  Chas.  Yarboroughs  field,  containing  617 
acres  of  land.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Francis  Taylor,  Isaac  Blouse. 
(Bk.  10,  page  285.) 

Isaac  House  married  Mary  Duke,  daughter  of  William 
Duke,  Jr.  Peter  Symonds  removed  from  Brunswick 
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County,  Virginia,  where  he  lived  next  to  John  Taylor 
Duke,  to  Granville  County.  From  Copies  of  Loose  Papers 
(1750-1760)  in  Clerk’s  Office,  Oxford:  Peter  Symonds 
was  one  of  the  petitioners  “To  The  Worshipful  Court” 
to  have  a  road  laid  out  “From  the  County  line  below 
Cedar  Rock  thence  to  Mooneys  Foord  on  Tar  River.”  The 
Duke-Symonds  relationship  dates  back  to  1678  (see  will 
of  Thos.  Grendon,  Sr.),  and  as  has  been  shown  the  Tay¬ 
lors  were  Duke  connections. 

Between  the  years  1797  and  1798  the  tax  lists  show  that 
Burwell  Duke  acquired  the  tract  of  two  hundred  and 
twentv-three  acres  which  Britain  owned  in  Warren  County. 
( See  page  1 79. )  In  the  latter  year  Britain  Duke  of  Frank¬ 
lin  County  bought  land  in  Granville : 

Tanv.  16,  1798 — John  Simmons  of  Granville  to  Brittain 
Duke  of  B'ranklin,  land  on  both’  sides  Taylors  Creek  in 
Granville  County,  Beginning  at  a  hickory  in  his  line,  thence 
.  .  .  across  the  said  Creek  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Spring 
Branch,  being  150  acres  more  or  less.  Also  one  other 
tract  on  the  west  side  of  Taylors  Creek,  Beginning  at  sd 
Creek  .  .  .  containing  100  acres  more  or  less.  Witnesses, 
Henry  Augustine  Wood,  James  Ball.  (Vol.  Q,  page 
166,  Granville  Co.  Rec.) 

Heroic!  and  Britain  Duke  removed  to  Granville  at  the 
same  time,  in  1798,  and  bought  neighboring  tracts  of  land, 
as  the  names  Wood  and  Lloyd  which  are  in  their  several 
records  indicate. 

State  of  North  Carolina 
Warren  County 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come  Know  ye  that  I  Britain  Duke  of  the  county  aforesd 
for  the  Natural  love  I  have  for  my  son  Robt.  Duke  .  .  . 
have  given  &  granted  unto  the  said  Robert  Duke  one  negro 
man  Florson  .  .  .  Feby.  24,  1796.  Test:  M.  Duke  Johnson. 
(Warren  County  Rec.) 
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Copy  of  Britain  Duke's  Will. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I  Brittain  Duke  of  the  County 
of  Franklin  and  State  of  North  Carolina  being  in  perfect 
health  of  body,  thanks  be  given  unto  God.  Calling  unto 
mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing  that  it  is 
appointed  all  men  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
Will  and  Testament  That  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of 
all,  I  give  and  Recommend  my  Soul  unto  the  hand  of 
Almighty  God  that  gave  it  and  my  body  I  recommend  to 
the  earth  to  be  buried  in  decent  Chri stain  manner  at  the 
discretion  of  my  Executors,  nothing  doubting  but  at  the 
general  resurrection  1  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the 
mighty  Power  of  God  and  as  touching  such  worldly  estate 
wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  life,  I 
give,  devise,  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  and  form. 

First,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Anna  my  dearly  beloved 
wife  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Fiftv  Dollars  to  be 
levied  and  raised  out  of  my  Estate  together  with  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  during  her  natural  life  to  be  laid  off  to 
her  at  the  plantation  where  I  now  live. 

Secondly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  two  sons  Robert 
and  Bennet  Duke  Fifty  Dollars  each  to  be  raised  and  levied 
out  of  my  Estate. 

Thirdly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Hen¬ 
rietta  Bowers  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Dollars  to  be 
raised  and  levied  out  of  my  Estate. 

Fourthly,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Mira 

Duke  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Five  Dollars  to  be  raised 

and  levied  out  of  my  Estate. 

«• 

Fifthly,  3  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  two  sons  Dabney 
and  Nelson  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  Dollars  each  to  be 
raised  and  levied  out  of  my  Estate,  together  with  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  my  land  where  I  now  live  containing  Six  Hundred 
and  Sixty  Seven  Acres  to  be  equally  divided  between  them 
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both  and  at  the  death  of  my  wife  I  also  give  them  the 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  given  to  her  during  her  life  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them  both. 

Sixthly,  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  two  sons  Robert 
and  Rennet  Duke  my  land  lying  on  Tar  River  in  Franklin 
County  Containing  Two  Hundred  and  thirty  six  Acres  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them  both. 

Lastly,  I  give  all  my  personal  estate  after  raising  the 
above  mentioned  legacies  to  be  equally  divided  between  my 
wife  and  children  Robert,  Bennet,  Dabney,  and  Nelson 
Duke,  Martha  House,  Henrietta  Bowers,  and  Mira  Duke 
by  them  freely  to  be  possessed  and  enjoyed.  And  I  do 
hereby  utterly  disallow  Revoke  and  disannul  all  and  every 
other  Testament,  etc.  .  .  . 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  and 
Seal  This  eighth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred.  I  do  make  and  appoint  my 
trusty  friends  sole  executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment,  Captain  John  Cook  of  Franklin  County  and  Lewis 
LeMav  of  Granville  Countv.  .  .  .  Signed  Britton  Duke. 
Witnesses,  A.  Yarborough,  Joseph  Cook. 

Franklin  County  Court  Minutes. 

Bennet  C.  Duke  came  into  court  and  made  choice  of 
Lewis  Lemay  as  his  guardian  who  made  bond  with  Benj. 
Morgan  and  Nicholas  White  Securities  in  the  Sum  of  One 
Thousand  Pounds.  (Sept.  Court  1800.  Franklin  County 
Minutes,  1794-1800.) 

Myra  P.  Duke  offering  as  aforesaid  made  choice  of  Ann 
Duke  her  mother  who  entered  into  Bond  with  John  Bobitt 
&  Lewis  Webb  her  Securities  in  the  Sum  of  One  Thousand 
Pounds.  (Sept.  Court  1800.) 

Dabnah  (Dabney),  Minah  (Minor)  Duke  &  Nelson 
Duke  offering  as  aforesaid,  the  Court  appointed  John  Cook 
their  guardian  who  entered  into  bond  with  Joel  Sledge  and 
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Robert  Duke  his  security  in  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Pounds  (Sept  Court  1800.) 

The  petition  of  Robert  L(F)  Duke  and  Rennet  C.  Duke 
by  their  Guardian  Lewis  Lemay  praying  that  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  Franklin  County  on  Tar  River  containing 
Two  Thousand  and  Thirty  Six  acres  in  which  they  are 
tenants  in  common  bounded  by  the  lands  of  John  Kelley 
and  John  House  it  is  ordered  that  the  Prayer  of  said  peti¬ 
tion  be  granted  and  that  John  Hunt,  Joseph  Gill,  Griffin 
Wright,  Elisha  Williams,  and  William  Christmas  be  ap¬ 
pointed  Commissioners  to  make  division  of  said  land  agree¬ 
able  to  the  will  of;  Britain  Duke,  Deck!,  and  make  report 
etc.  (Sept.  Court  1800.) 

John  Hunt  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Taylor)  Penn,  August  1771,  Granville  County, 
N.  C.  ' 

Ordered  that  Robert  Duke  be  appointed  Constable,  etc. 
(December  Court  1800). 

Robert  Duke  on  Parole  Committee  (June  Court  1801 ). 

Ord’d  that  Atha  Thomas  Joel  Parrish  Thos.  Yarbor¬ 
ough  &  John  Hunt  be  appointed  to  audit  and  settle  the 
accts  of  Ann  Duke  Guardian  to  Mirah  Duke  .  .  .  (March 
Court  1802). 

A  release  &  aequital  from  Rennet  Crafton  Duke  to  Lewis 
LeMay  his  Guardian,  etc.  (December  Court  1801). 

Ordered  that  the  Administration  of  the  Estate  of  Bennet 
Duke  be  granted  to  Stephen  Johnson  (the  widow  having 
relinquished  to  him)  who  entered  into  bond  with  John 
Nuttall  his  security  (June  Court  1809). 

Nelson  Duke  a  minor  orphan  of  Britain  Duke  came  into 
court  and  made  choice  of  Jonathan  Knight  for  his  guard¬ 
ian  (March  Court  1805). 

Commissioners  appt  to  aud’t  accts  of  Guardian  (  John 
Cook)  for  Nelson  &  Dabney  Duke  (December  Court 
1805). 

Nelson  Duke  was  present  at  the  sale  of  Hardyman 
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Duke’s  Estate  in  Orange  County,  N.  C.,  in  1839.  In  1843 
he  was  of  Anderson  County,  Tennessee. 

Britain  Duke’s  sons  Dabney  and  Minor  have  names 
found  in  Louisa  County,  Virginia,  records.  The  Minor, 
Dabney,  and  Cosby  families  intermarried.  Amy  Cosby 
was  the  first  wife  of  Cleveurs  Duke  of  Louisa. 


CHAPTER  XVIII 


Burwell  Duke  (Son  of  Samuel,  Sr.) — His  Wife 
Frances — Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr., 
And  Family — Bullock  And  Sims  Families 


When  boundaries  became  more  clearly  denned,  with  the 
exception  of  Green,  only  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Green)  Duke,  Samuel,  Britain,  Burwell,  Harold,  and 
Starling  were  the  only  Dukes  in  the  Bute  and  Warren 
County  tax  lists  for  Sandy  Creek  District  before  the  year 
1782  to  the  year  1798.  From  the  latter  year  to  1829, 
Burwell  and  his  family  were  the  only  Duke  taxables,  ex- 

*  _  *  f 

cept  Green,  occasionally.  The  lists  are  not  available  be¬ 
tween  1801  and  1810  and  after  1828. 

In  1799  Green  Duke  is  listed  with  5,566  acres  of  land 
and  forty  slaves.  In  his  will  dated  February  1811  and 
proved  May  1811,  he  bequeaths  this  land  to  his  sons  Wil¬ 


liam  Parham  Duke  and  Lewis  Parham  Duke,  and  to  the 
latter  in  trust  for  his  other  son  Green  B.  Duke,  and  the 
tax  lists  have  the  division  first  in  one  district  and  then  in 
another.  So  this  property  must  have  been  along  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Sandy  Creek  District  (see  “William  Duke  to 
Green  Duke,”  page  137). 


Warrenton  District — Taxables  for  the  Year  1811 

Lewis  P.  Duke . 3140  acres — 2  white  polls, 

1 7  black  polls 

William  P.  Duke . 2000  acres— 2  white  polls. 

21  black  polls 

Smith  Creek  District,  year  1813: 

Lewis  P.  Duke . 3140  acres — 1  white  poll. 

1 7  black  polls 
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Burwell  Duke’s  wife  was  Frances,  and  she  may  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Hawkins  family.  The  name  of 
Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  is  on  the  marriage  bond 
of  their  daughter  Holly  who  married  Benjamin  L.  Sims 
in  1805,  and  on  the  bond  of  their  son  Daniel,  when  in  1802 
he  was  appointed  Constable  in  Robertson's  District,  which 
was  Sandy  Creek.  Benjamin  Hawkins,  son  of  Colonel 
Philemon,  Jr.,  and  Burwell  Duke,  Jr.,  had  a  common  in¬ 
terest  in  a  noted  spring  in  Franklin  County  on  the  place 
of  Burwell,  Jr.  Philemon  Hawkins  (son  of  John)  and 
John  \Y.  Sims  had  a  joint  ownership  in  a  .still  before  181 1, 
in  Warren  County.  John  W.  and  Benjamin  L.  were 
brothers  of  Briggs  Sims  who  married  in  1796  Fanny  Duke, 
another  daughter  of  Burwell  Duke,  Sr.  As  has  been  said, 
however,  Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  married  Lucy 
Davis,  kinswoman  of  Burwell  Duke,  and  this  relationship 
may  have  been  responsible  for  the  close  association  of  the 
two  families. 

The  children  of  Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  and 
Lucv  Davis  were  Governor  William,  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Assembly  in  1805  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  In  1811  he  was  elected  Governor  of  the  State  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  war;  John  D.,  born  about  1781, 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  for  Franklin  County; 
Benjamin  P.,  member  of  the  General  Assembly  for  Frank¬ 
lin  ;  Capt.  Philemon  of  the  U.  S.  Army ;  Joseph  W. ;  Frank, 
and  George.  Their  daughters  were  Eleanor,  Ann,  Delia, 
Lucy  Davis,  and  Sarah  who  married  Colonel  William  Polk 
of  Raleigh.,  North  Carolina,  and  was  the  mother  of  Bishop 
Leonidas  Polk.  (Bible  records  of  Col.  Philemon  Hawk¬ 
ins,  Jr.,  and  Wheeler’s,  “Historical  Sketches  of  North 
Carolina.”) 

“Colonel  William  Polk,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  sol¬ 
dier,  divided  his  estate  between  his  four  sons,  Bishop 
Leonidas  Polk,  Lucius  J.,  George,  and  Rufus  K.  The 
other  two  sons  received  estates  elsewhere.”  (History  of 
Tennessee,”  1886,  page  750.) 
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Wheeler’s  “Sketches  of  North  Carolina, ”  says  that 
Colonel  Philemon  Hawkins’  sister  Delia  was  the  first  wife 
of  Leonard  Henley  Bullock.  The  marriage  record  in 
Granville  County  has  “Leonard  H.  Bullock  and  Fanny 
Hawkins,  daughter  of  Philemon,*  November  17,  1760." 
Leonard  Henley  Bullock  was,  with  his  kinsman  Judge 
Richard  Henderson  and  others,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Transylvania  Company.  This  company  caused  the  first 
settlement  in  Kentucky  to  be  made  under  the  leadership  of 
Daniel  Boone.  Leonard  Henley  Bullock’s  brothers  were 
Colonel  William  who  married,  secondly,  Elizabeth  (Tay¬ 
lor)  Lewis,  daughter  of  the  celebrated  John  Taylor  of 
Caroline  County,  Virginia,  and  Granville  County,  North 
Carolina,  widow  of  Colonel  James  B.  Lewis,  descendant  of 
Augustine  Warner,  “Speaker  Warner,”  and  his  wife  Mil¬ 
dred  Reade,  and  sister  of  Catherine  Taylor,  mother  of 
John  Penn,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence; 
Zachariah  Bullock  who  never  married  and  accompanied  his 
sister  Agatha  Nuckols  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina; 
John  Bullock,  and  Nathaniel  Bullock  who  married  Mary 
Hawkins,  August  12,  1760,  consent  of  John  Hawkins, 
father  of  Mary.  (Granville  County  Record.) 

Catherine  Lewis,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 
Lewis,  married  March  11,  1771,  John,  son  of  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam  Bullock  by  his  first  wife;  their  granddaughter,  Cath¬ 
erine  Lewis  Bullock,  married  Joseph  Sims  (Warren  Co. 
record),  cousin  of  Briggs  Sims. 

Copied  from  an  original  paper  in  Oglethorpe  County, 
Georgia:  “Nathaniel  Bullock,  deceased.  Hawkins  &  John 
Bullock,  Admrs.  Mary  Bullock  purchased  at  Sale — goods 
and  chattels — Date  1795  .  . 

Besides  Agatha,  Leonard  Henley  Bullock’s  sisters  were 
Agnes  who  married  George,  son  of  1  .ord  Keeling,  a  British 
nobleman,  and  after  his  death  Colonel  John  Williams  of 
Granville  County,  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  in 
1778;  Ann,  married  Henry  Van  Dyke;  Sarah  and  Su- 
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sanna.  Sarah  married  John  Sims  of  Hanover  County, 
Virginia,  and  Granville  County,  North  Carolina.  They 
had  sons  Leonard  Henley  Sims  and  Elisha.  Elisha  had 
Zachariah  Sims,  a  great-grandfather  of  lion.  Henry  Up¬ 
son  Sims  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  past  president  of  the 
American  Bar  Association.  Susanna  Bullock  married 
William  Sims  of  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  kinsman 
of  John  Sims.  William  Sims  was  the  son  of  Adam  Sym.es. 
Sr.,  of  Surry,  Prince  George,  and  Brunswick  counties,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Adam  Symes,  Sr.,  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  Briggs,  John  W.,  and  Benjamin  L.  Sims.  Their  father 
was  also  Zachariah.  But  he  was  the  son  of  George,  son 
of  Adam  Symes,  Sr.  Both  Zachariahs  were  named  for 
Zachariah  Bullock.  (For  Bullock,  Sims,  Lewis,  and  Tay¬ 
lor  families  see  “Adam  Symes  And  His  Descendants.  ") 

Before  going  into  Georgia,  William  Sims  of  Brunswick 
County,  Virginia,  was  in  North  Carolina.  In  1765  he  was 
of  old  Trycn  County,  and  of  Rutherford  when  in  1779 
that  county  was  formed  from  Tryon.  With  him  were  his 
nephew  Adam  Sims,  Jr.,  (son  of  George)  and  Zachariah 
Bullock.  Littleton  Sims  was  also  of  Rutherford.  David 
Sims,  brother  of  William,  had  a  son  Littleton  whose  will, 
dated  1791,  was  probated  in  1807  in  Greensville  County 
(taken  from  Brunswick).  He  may  have  been  in  Ruther¬ 
ford  in  1796. 

On  August  14,  1775,  Adam  Sims,  Jr.  signed  the  Tryon 
Association,  a  paper  that  was  drawn  up  to  be  signed  by 
every  freeholder  in  the  county  “to  protect  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes  our  national  freedom  and  constitutional 
rights”  against  British  tyranny.  A  monument  with  the 
names  of  the  signers  stands  on  the  site  of  old  Tryon  Court¬ 
house,  now  in  Rutherford  County. 

Besides  Zachariah,  Adam  Sims,  Jr.,  and  his  other  sons. 
George  Sims  had  a  son  George,  who  also  married  a  Miss 
Bullock.  He  was  the  author  of  the  “Nutbush  Paper. ‘ 
dated  June  6,  1765.  In  his  pamphlet,  published  in  1770, 
Herman  Husbands,  a  leader  of  the  Regulators,  gave  sev- 


. 
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eral  paragraphs  from  this  speech:  “A  Serious  Address  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Granville  County,  Containing  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  Our  Deplorable  Situation  We  Suffer.  .  .  .  And 
Some  Necessary  Hints  with  Respect  to  a  Reformation. ” 
In  his  “Historical  Sketches  of  North  Carolina, ”  Wheeler 
also  quotes  several  paragraphs.  But  neither  Wheeler  Nor 
Husbands  names  the  author. 

The  Regulation  in  North  Carolina  was  a  movement 
which  began  in  1 766  as  a  protest  against  English  tyranny 
and  ended  May  16,  1771,  in  the  Battle  of  Alamance.  In 
this  battle  the  first  blood  was  spilled  in  the  United  States  in 
resistance  to  exactions  of  English  rulers  and  oppressions 
by  the  English  Government. 

A  few  years  ago  Doctor  Archibald  Henderson  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  an  eminent  historian  and 
authorized  biographer  of  George  B.  Shaw,  English  au¬ 
thor,  found  the  paper.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
author,  George  Sims,  and  has  his  signature  in  three  places. 
In  his  article,  “The  Origin  of  the  Regulation  in  North 
Carolina,’5  published  in  “The  American  Historical  Re¬ 
view,”  1916,  Doctor  Henderson  says  that  George  Sims’s 
paper,  “as  the  first  effective  summing  up  of  the  grievances 
of  the  people,  was  surely  a  proximate  cause  of  the  Regula¬ 
tion.” 

“The  following  presented  commissions  as  captains  in  the 
Tryon  Regiment  of  Foot  Soldiers  .  .  .  Zachariah  Bul¬ 
lock  ...”  Janv.  1770  Court  Minutes,  Tryon  County, 

N.  C. 

There  is  a  deposition  in  Rutherford  County  of  \\  illiarn 
Sims  in  1765  as  a  surveyor  for  some  lands  on  Paclet  River, 
which  was  in  Tryon  County  at  that  time  but  is  now  in  Polk. 

Fehy.  20,  1790 — William  Sims  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
to  William  McEntire  of  North  Carolina,  600  acres  of  land 
in  Rutherford,  on  both  sides  of  First  Little  Broad  River. 
(Bk.  MO,  page  4.) 

Oct.  6,  1796 — Thomas  Stockton  to  Littleton  Sims,  both 
of  Rutherford,  100  acres  of  land  in  Rutherford  on  the  N. 
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Fork  of  First  Little  Broad  River  .  .  .  on  William  Tones 
line  .  .  .  to  David  Webb’s  place  .  .  .  which  land  was 
first  granted  to  William  Sims  Presby  on  the  20th  dav  of 
April  1768.  (Bk.  10-11,  page  177.) ' 

There  was  also  a  later  Littleton  Sims  in  Rutherford,  but 
he  was  not  the  son  of  Littleton,  David  Sims’s  son.  He 
died  without  issue. 


CHAPTER  XIX 


Burwell  Duke,  Sr.,  And  His  Sons,  Only  Duke 
Taxables  Left  in  Santy  Creek  District. 


By  the  year  1798  Samuel  Duke,  Sr.,  had  died,  Starling 
had  moved  to  Georgia,  Harold  to  Granville,  and  Britain 
to  Franklin  County,  North  Carolina,  leaving  Burwell  the 
only  taxable  of  the  name  of  Duke  in  Sandy  Creek  District 
for  the  year  1798.  The  following  year,  however,  his  sons 
Daniel  and  Richard  are  noted,  and  thereafter  Burwell  and 
his  family  are  the  only  taxables  in  the  district,  except  Green 
Duke  once  or  twice.  Although  the  lists  are  missing  after 
1828,  the  1850  census  shows  that  his  son  Samuel  and  his 
sons  were  there. 

Burwell  Duke  and  his  wife  Frances  had  seven  daughters 
( 1790  census)  and  seven  sons  (census  and  tax  lists,  given 
later). 

POLLY  DUKE  must  have  been  their  oldest  daughter. 
In  1850  at  which  time  she  was  seventy-six  years  old  and 
unmarried,  she  resided  in  Franklin  County  with  her  brother 
Burwell  (census). 

FANNY  DUKE  was  born  about  1778  and  was  married 
in  Warren  Countv  on  Februarv  25,  1796,  to  Briggs  Sims. 
His  bondsman  was  Francis  Gill. 

HOLLY  DUKE  married  in  the  same  county  March  9, 
1805,  Benjamin  L.  Sims,  brother  of  Briggs.  Col.  Phile¬ 
mon  Hawkins,  Jr.,  was  bondsman. 

NANCY  DUKE  married  Mr.  Eaves,  according  to  her 
mother’s  will. 

SALLY  DUKE  was  unmarried  in  1828,  the  year  her 
mother  died.  There  were  two  other  daughters. 


173 


. 


174 


THE  DUICE-SYMES  FAMILY 


Bur  well  Duke  and  his  wife  Frances  had  sons: 

DANIEL  DUKE  who  was  born  in  1773.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  constable  in  1802.  Col.  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jr., 
was  bondsman. 

RICHARD  L.  DUKE,  born  about  1774,  since  he  was 
a  taxable  in  1799  and  over  sixteen  years  of  age  in  1790. 

Four  sons  of  Burwell  Duke  and  his  wife  Frances  were 
under  sixteen  in  1790: 

CLEVEURS  DUKE  of  Granville  County  and  Warren 
who  was  born  about  1782/3  :  the  1820  census  gives  his  age 
as  around  thirty-seven  years.  The  name  Cleveurs  in  Bur- 
well  Duke’s  family  indicates  a  relationship  between  the 
North  Carolina  family  and  Cleveurs  Duke  who  was  of 
Hanover  County,  Virginia,  in  1735  when  he  was  a  witness 
to  a  deed  (Library,  Richmond,  Va.),  and  of  Louisa 
County,  which  was  formed  in  1742  from  Hanover.  He 
died  in  Louisa  in  1784/5  (page  187). 

BURWELL  T.  DUKE,  JR.,  of  Franklin  and  Warren 
counties,  who  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age  in  1850  (cen¬ 
sus). 

THOMAS  H.  (or  K.)  DUKE  of  Warren  and  Frank¬ 
lin,  who  was  sixty-six  years  of  age  in  1850  (census),  and 
is  mentioned  in  his  father’s  will,  in  his  mother’s,  and  in 
his  brother  Burwell’s. 

BRITAIN  DUKE  of  Granville  and  Warren  counties, 
born  about  1786,  as  he  was  sixty-three  years  old  in  1850, 
according  to  the  census  for  Greene  County,  Missouri.  He 
had  sons  Burw  ell  (1850  census)  and  Richard  L.  Duke  who 
sold  land  in  1849  that  Britain  bought  in  1819. 

SAMUEL  DUKE,  mentioned  in  his  mother’s  will,  was 
of  Warren  County.  His  age  was  fifty-four  in  1850.  He 
died  in  1868.  He  had  a  sou  Richard  L.  Duke  (deed  of 
gift  page  189). 

In  the  1799  tax  returns  Richard  and  Daniel  Duke  have 
one  free  poll  each  and  no  land.  In  1802  Daniel  was  ap¬ 
pointed  constable  of  Roberson  District  which  was  Sandy 
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Creek  (page  180),  and  is  in  the  1810  census,  in  which  year 
he  was  between  ‘‘26-45”  years  of  age  and  unmarried.  But 
he  may  have  lost  his  wife  and  his  children  mav  have  been 
with  his  mother  and  father.  There  was  a  younger  Daniel 
who  is  noted  only  once  in  the  records,  in  the  1830  census 
when  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  or  a  little  more.  The  last 
record  of  the  elder  Daniel  is  in  1813,  when  he  is  bracketed 
as  a  taxable  with  his  brothers  Richard,  Cleveurs,  and 
Thomas,  each  with  one  free  poll  and  no  land  (see  page 
181). 

Britain  may  have  been  one  of  the  three  sons  of  Bur  well 
Duke  who  were  living  with  him  in  1810  (census  page  180) 
Thomas  must  have  been  with  him.  He  does  not  appear  in 
any  census  for  Warren  County,  although  he  was  a  tax¬ 
able.  In  1819  Britain  bought  land  adjoining  his  father's 
and  was,  after  1820,  a  taxable  in  Warren  until  1829. 

Burwell  Duke’s  sons  have  been  given  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  noted  in  the  Warren  County  tax  lists.  But 
Clevis  (Cleveures)  Duke  and  Britain  were  noted  earlier 
in  Granville.  In  1810  Clevis  was  with  Briggs  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  L.  Sims,  his  brothers-in-law. 


Granville  County  Tax  Book,  year  1810,  Epping  Forest 
District, 

Clevis  Duke . (No  other  entry,  and  the  only 

Duke  in  the  Dist.) 

Benjamin  Sims . 125  acres 

Briggs  Sims . 106*4 

List  of  Insolvents  in  1810,  Granville  County— Will 
Book  7,  page  203, 

Cleves  Duke . 1  free  poll  (pole) 

List  of  Insolvents  in  1812,  Granville  County — Will 
Book  7,  page  203, 

Britain  Duke . 1  free  poll. 


Same  List,  year  1814, 
Britain  Duke  .... 


1  free  poll. 
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Where  Britain  and  Cleveures  were  concerned,  insolvent 
probably  meant  that  they  were  young  men  without  land 
and,  therefore,  not  taxable.  They  were  no  doubt  roaming 
around,  intent  on  getting  a  start  in  life  by  their  own  efforts. 
Burwell  Duke/s  other  sons  wandered  around  considerably 
before  settling  down  in  Warren  or  in  the  adjoining  comi¬ 
ties  or  elsewhere.  Although  Samuel  was  married  about 
1815,  he  is  not  in  the  tax  lists  for  Warren  before  1825. 
Burwell  junior  owned  land  in  Franklin  County  before 
1811,  when  he  appears  as  a  taxable  in  Warren,  and  lie  is  in 
the  1810  census  for  Warren  County. 

Burwell  Dukes’  sons  were  all  of  age,  however,  by  1S16. 
At:  least  they  were  on  their  own.  In  his  will,  dated  1816, 
Burwell  states  that  he  has  made  provision  for  all  his  chil¬ 
dren,  except  his  two  daughters  Sally  and  Polly  Duke. 
With  such  a  large  family,  it  is  a  fine  commentary  on  Bur¬ 
well  Duke’s. character  and  ability  that  during  his  lifetime 
he  provided  for  twelve  of  his  fourteen  children. 

In  1797  he  owned  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  he 
had  in  1776  from  his  father  Samuel  Duke,  Sr.,  and  in  1 778 
from  his  brother  Britain  Duke  (page  160).  Between  the 
years  1797  and  1798  Britain  removed  perminently  to 
Franklin  County,  and  then  Burwell,  Senior,  had  his  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  acres,  as  will  be  seen  by  adding 
the  amount  of  land  owned  by  each  in  the  1797  tax  list 
(page  179).  So  the  amount  of  Bunvell’s  land  in  1798  was 
four  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres. 

In  the  list  for  the  year  1814  Thomas  Iv.  Duke  had  one 
hundred  acres  which  his  father  must  have  given  him,  since 
in  1814  Burwell  Duke  had  only  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  acres.  In  1811  Burwell  Duke,  Jr.,  bought  land  of 
Benjamin  Hawkins  on  Burwell,  Jr.’s,  own  line,  and  in  1819 
Britain  Duke  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
from  Benjamin  Hawkins,  lying  in  Franklin  and  Warren 
counties,  but  taxable  in  Warren.  Both  these  tracts  were 
next  to  Burwell  Duke,  Sr’s.,  holdings.  Cleveures  Duke 
was  living  in  Granville  County  in  1820,  in  Fishing  Creek 
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District  (census)  which  was  not  very  far  from  Sandy 
Creek  District  in  Warren.  In  1825  lie  owned  cightv-six 
acres  of  land  in  Fishing  Creek  District  (Tax  Book,  1825, 
Granville  Co.) 

Samuel  Duke,  Sr.,  And  His  Sons  And  Bur  well 
Duke  And  His  Sons,  Taxables 

The  following  tax  lists  and  census  returns'  give  a  very 
complete  account  of  Samuel  Duke,  Sr.,  and  his  sons  and 
Bur  well  Duke,  Sr.,  arid  his  sons  of  Sandy  Creek  District, 
Warren  County,  and  they  were  all  the  Dukes  who  lived 
in  it,  except  Green,  as  has  been  said. 

Samuel  Duke,  Sr.,. and  His  Sons 

Taxable  property  in  Capt.  Fussell’s  Dist.  (Sandy 
Creek),  in  1781, 

Starling  Duke . 260  lbs 

Britain  Duke . 2000  “ 

Samuel  Duke . 234  “ 

Burwell  Duke . 1628 

Taxables  taken  in  Capt.  Fuseli's  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek), 
year  1782, 

Burwell  Duke . 224  lbs. 

Britain  Duke  . . 245 

Harrell  Duke .  11 

Starling  Duke .  52 

Samuel  Duke . 24 

Taxables  in  Capt.  Bussell's  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  year 
1783, 

Britain  Duke . 290  lbs. 

Samuel  Duke .  25 

Burwell  Duke . 213  “ 

Harrel  Duke .  11 

Starling  Duke .  39 
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Capt.  Fuseli’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  year  1784, 


Britain  Duke  . 

. . .223 

acres- 

-1 

white  poll— 

-4  black  polls 

.Starling  Duke  . 

..  .135 

(< 

1 

u  a 

Burwell  Duke  . 

...250 

4  4 

1 

a  it 

-2  “  “ 

Samuel  Duke  . 

.  .  .  50 

it 

1 

a  ft 

Capt.  Fussell’ 

s  Dist. 

(Sandy  Creek),  year 

1785, 

Burwell  Duke  . 

.  .  .250 

acres- 

1 

white  poll— 

-2  black  polls 

Samuel  Duke  . 

.  .  .  50 

i  i 

1 

a  a 

Britain  Duke  . 

. . .223 

*  < 

1 

a  u 

4  “ 

Sandy  Creek 

District 

,  year 

1 786, 

Starling  Duke 

...  .135 

acres- 

— 1 

white  poll  (removed  to 
Georgia) 

Samuel  Duke  . 

...  50 

a 

1 

tt  u 

Burwell  Duke 

.  ...250 

ft 

1 

u  n 

-1  black  poll 

Britain  Duke  . 

. . .223 

n 

1 

tt  a 

5  “ 

Samuel  Duke  does  not  appear  again  as  a  taxable,  al¬ 
though  he  was  still  in  possession  of  the  above  fifty  acres 
until  1790.  He  was  now  over  sixty  years  of  age  and  was 
probably  living  with  one  of  his  sons  who  paid  the  tax  on 
his  land. 


Captain,  John  Macon’s  District  (Sandy  Creek), 
1787, 


Green  Duke  . 
Britain  Duke 


.2398  acres — 1 
..223  “  1 


w.p. — 19  black. 

a  r  a 


year 


Capt.  John  Macon’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  year  1788. 
Britain  Duke  ....223  acres — 1  w.p. — 25  black 

Capt.  John  Macon’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  1789, 

Britain  Duke  ....223  acres — 1  w.p. —  6  black 
Burwell  Duke  ...  .250  “  — 1  “  2  “ 

Quantity  of  land  in  Warren  County  owned  by  all  the 
Dukes  in  the  year  1790,  districts  not  given.  (The  families 
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omitted  are  John  the  Elder’s,  William  Duke’s,  and  Joseph 
Duke’s.) 

Britain  Duke  ....223  acres — 1  w.p. —  5  black 
Samuel  Duke  ....  50  “  - — 1  “ 

Burwell  Duke  ...  .250  “  — 1  “  2  “ 

Quantity  of  land,  year  1792, 

Burwell  Duke  ....250  acres — 1  w.p. —  3  black 

Taxables,  Capt.  John  Macon’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek), 
year  1793, 

Burwell  Duke  ....250  acres — 1  w.p. —  3  black 

Capt.  John  Macon’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  1795, 
Britain  Duke  ....  223  acres — 1  w.p. — 8  black 

Capt.  John  Macon’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  1795, 

Burrel  Duke....  250  acres — 1  w.p. — 1  black 
Brittan  Duke.  .  .  .223  “  — 1  "  8  “ 

Same  District,  year  1796, 

Burwell  Duke.  .  .  .250  acres — 1  “  1 

Same  District,  year  1797, 

Britain  Duke . 223  acres — 1  w.p. — 3  black 

Burwell  Duke.  ..  .250  “  — 1  “  —  1  “ 

This  is  Britain  Duke’s  last  appearance  as  a  taxable  in 
Warren  County. 

Capt.  John  Macon’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  1798, 
Burwell  Duke.  .  .  .473  acres — 1  w.p. — 1  black 

Burwell  Duke  has  Britain’s  land,  as  will  be  seen  by  add¬ 
ing  the  number  of  acres  owned  by  each  in  1797. 
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Bur  well  Duke  and  His  Sons 


Capt.  Robertson’s  Dist.  (Sandy  Creek),  year  1799, 
Burwell  Duke.  .  .  .473  acres — 1  w.p. —  2  black 
Richard  Duke. .  .  1  “ 

Green  Duke . 5566  1  “  40  black  (son  of 

William) 

Daniel  Duke .....  1  w.p. 

Taxables  for  Sandy  Creek  District,  year  1800 
Burwell  Duke.  ...  (No  other  entry) 

The  lists  are  missing  between  1800  and  1811,  but  the 
1810  census  is  given  for  Warren  County,  North  Carolina. 


Burwell  Duke,  Sr.,  1  male  45  &  over 

1  “  25—45 
1  “  16—26 
1  “  10 — 16 
Burwell  Duke,  Jr.,  1  male  26—45 
Daniel  Duke  1  male  26 — 45 

Richard  Duke  1  “  26—45 


1  female  45  &  over 
5  “  26 — 45 

1  “  16—26 

1  female  16 — 26 

Females  (none) 

1  “  16—26 


Taxables  in  Warren  County,  year  1811,  Sandy  Creek- 
District, 

Clevis  Duke — 1  white  poll  (Cleveurs  had  returned  home 

for  a  while.) 

Thomas  K.  Duke — 1  white  poll 
Burwell  Duke — 500  acres — 1  black  poll 
Burwell  Duke,  Junr. — 1  white  poll 

Taxables  in  Warren  County,  for  1812,  Sandy  Creek 
District, 

Burwell  Duke — 483  acres — 1  black  poll 
Thomas  K.  Duke — 1  white  poll 
Clevis  Duke  —1  "  “ 

Richard  Duke  — 1 
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Taxables  in  Warren,  year  1813,  Sandy  Creek  District 
Bur  well  Duke — 483  acres  of  land,  1  black  poll 
Daniel  Duke  ^ 

Clevis  Duke  !  1  ,  n 

Richard  Duke  f  1  wh,te  l1oU 

Thomas  K.  Duke  J 


Taxables  in  Warren,  year  1814,  Sandy  Creek  District, 
Richard  Duke — 1  w.p. 

Thomas  K.  Duke — 100  acres — 1  w.p. 
do  for  Burwell  Duke.  384  acres — 1  b.p. 

As  the  next  available  list  begins  with  the  year  1822,  the 
1820  census  is  inserted. 

Granville  County,  N.  C.,  Census,  1820, 

Fishing  Creek  District — 

Clevis  Duke — 1  male  26- — 45  1  female  16 — 26 

1  “  under  10 


Warren  County,  N.  C.  Census,  1820, 

Sandy  Creek  Dist. — 

Richard  Duke  • — 1  male  16 — 26  1  female 

Samuel  Duke  — 1  “  16—26  1 

Burwell  Duke  - — 1  “  45  &  over  1 

1  “  10—16  1  “ 

1  “ 


1 6—26 
10—16 
45  &  over 
26—45 
16—26 


The  male  “30 — 16“  who  was  living  with  Burwell  Duke, 
Sr.,  must  have  been  his  grandson.  Concerning  Richard 
“16—26”  years,  this  is  a  new  Richard,  and  he  may  have 
been  Daniel  Duke  the  Elder’s  son.  Burwell  Duke,  Sr., 
and  his  sons  Britain  and  Samuel  had  each  a  son  Richard 
L.  Duke.  And  there  were  at  least  three  Britain  Dukes. 


In  a  Book  of  Taxables  for  Warren  County,  for  1822, 
Britain  Duke,  120  acres 

Burwell  Duke,  384  “ 

Thomas  K.  Duke,  111  ^4 


>  \  r  U  L. 
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Taxables  for  Warren  County,  year  1824,  Sandy  Creek 
District, 

Britain  Duke  — 120  acres  1  free  poll  1  black  poll 

Richard  Duke  — 75  “  1  “  “  2  “  “ 

Samuel  Duke  —  1  “  “ 

Thomas  K.  Duke — 115^4  acres 
Mrs.  Frances  Duke  — 380  acres — 1  black  poll 
by  T.  K.  Duke 

Burwell  Duke,  Sr.,  died  in  this  year. 

Sandy  Creek  District,  Warren  County,  for  1825, 
Richard  Duke  —  75  acres — 2  black  polls 
Britain  Duke  —  120  “  1  free  poll — 2  black 

Frances  Duke  — 384  “  1  black  poll 

by  Thomas  K.  Duke 

Thomas  K.  Duke — 11134  acres  (Thomas  removed  to 

Franklin  County.) 

Samuel  Duke — 1  free  poll 

Granville  County,  N.  C.,  Tax  Book  for  1825,  Fishing 
Creek  District 
Cleves  Duke — 86  acres. 

Warren  County,  Sandy  Creek  District,  year  1826, 
Samuel  Duke  — 1  free  pole 

Britain  Duke  — 1  “  “  1  b.p.  (Removed  to  Ten¬ 

nessee  and  Missouri.) 
Mrs.  Frances  Duke — 384  acres — 1  b.p. 

Richard  Duke — 75  acres — 2  b.p. 

Warren  County,  Sandy  Creek  District,  year  1828, 
Richard  Duke  —  75  acres — 2  b.p. 

Samuel  Duke  • — 350  “  1  f.p. 

Mrs.  Frances  Duke — 384  acres — 1  b.p. 

(Mrs.  Duke  died  in  1829.) 
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1830  Census  for  Warren  County,  Sandy  Creek  District, 
Richard  Duke  1  male  50 — 60  1  female  70 — 80 


Samuel  Duke 


1  male  30 — 40 

2  "  5—10 

1  "  under  5 

1  male  30 — 40 


1  "  40—50 

1  female  20 — 30 

1  "  5—10 

2  "  under  5 

Females  (none) 


Daniel  Duke 

(No  other  record  could  be  found  of  this  Daniel) 

The  1850  census  gives  the  head  of  the  house,  wife,  and 
children,  who  were  living  at  home,  age  and  place  of  birth. 

Franklin  County,  N.  C,  Census,  year  1850,  Hayesville 
District, 

Burwell  Duke  68  years  old,  male — Farmer — 

180  acres — Born,  N.C. 
Eleanor  Duke  61  “  "  ,  female  “  N.C. 

Hicksy  Roberson,  20  "  ",  "  “  N.C. 

William  Tackson,  20  "  "  ,  male — Farmer  "  N.C. 

Polly  Duke  76  “  "  ,  female  “  N.C. 


There  was  a  Robertson  Duke  taxable  in  Capt.  Snow’s 
District,  Warren  County,  in  1813.  Burwell  Duke  men¬ 
tions  Jackson  Duke  in  his  will.  In  1850  he  was  living  in 
Granville  County  in  the  family  of  John  J.  Vaughan,  Man¬ 
ufacturer:  "Jackson  Duke,  21  years,  Merchant.’’ 

In  Thomas  K.  Duke's  returns  "James  Duke"  should  be 
John  T.  Duke  and  "Mathilda,  19  years — female"  should 
be  Mailday  .  .  .  male  (see  will  of  Burwell  Duke,  Jr.) 


Thomas  K.  Duke 

Plicksy  Duke 
Mary' 

James 
Marcus 
Mathilda  " 
Jordan 


66  years,  male — Farmer — 

j 

550  acres — Born  N.C. 


44  "  ,  female 

9^  u  u  u  (< 

24  "  |  male  Farmer 

99  a  u  it  a  a 

19  "  ,  female 

17  "  ,  male 
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Ellen  “  14  “ 

Alex  “  13  “ 

Augustus  “  11 

Hugh  “  9/12  “ 


female 

tt 

tt 

male 

a 

it 

<( 

<< 

(< 

tt 

tt 

Thomas  Duke  was  twice  married.  The  record  of  his 
first  marriage  is  in  the  State  Library,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 
“Thomas  H.  Duke  to  Mary  Bobbitt  on  March  13,  1820.” 
Thomas  had  a  son  John  T.  Duke,- — mentioned  in  Bur  well 
Duke,  Jr.’s,  will.  Concerning  this  John  T.  Duke,  Mr. 
W.  C.  Webb,  Mayor  of  Louisburg,  Franklin  County, 
North  Carolina,  wrote  on  May  27,  1937 : 


“In  the  Will  of  Burwell  Duke,  Will  Bk.  S,  page 
159,  Registry  of  Franklin  County,  N.  C.,  the  correct 
legatee  should  read  John  T.  Duke.  The  middle  in¬ 
itial  is  a  perfect  I  but  after  comparing  many  of  the 
letters  1  find  that  the  T  is  correct.  1  have  also  had 
this  checked  by  four  other  people  who  are  familiar 
with  the  old  court  records.” 


Census  for  W, 

arren 

County,  N.  C.,  year 

1850 — Sandy 

Creek  District, 

Samuel  Duke 

54  years, 

male — Farmer- 

1,926  acres 

; — Born  N.C. 

Lucy 

47 

tt 

y 

female 

u  a 

Henry  T.  “ 

22 

a 

y 

male 

a  u 

Henrietta  “ 

15 

a 

y 

female 

u  n 

Norflett 

13 

a 

y 

male 

a  a 

Lucy  A.  “ 

10 

a 

y 

female 

a  (t 

Joseph  W.  “ 

7 

u 

} 

male 

a  u 

Henrietta  was  no  doubt  named  for  Henrietta  Bowers, 
daughter  of  Britain  Duke,  Sr.,  son  of  Samuel  and  brother 
of  Burwell,  Sr.  Henry  T.  Duke  married  Frances  Kearney 
November  14,  1855.  (State  Library,  Raleigh,  N.  C. ) 
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The  following  returns  are  those  of  Samuel  Duke’s  son, 
Richard  L. 

Census  for  Franklin  County,  1850 — Hayesville,  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Richard  L.  Duke  27  years,  male — Farmer — 

200  acres — Born  N.C. 
Julia  “  20  “  ,  female 

Sydney  “  6/12  ^  ,  male 

Starling  Hicks  5  “  ,  male  “  “ 

Named  for  Starling  Duke,  son  of  Samuel,  Sr.  Thomas 
Duke,  fifteen  years  of  age  lived  in  the  home  of  Nelson 
Hicks,  Granville  County,  in  1850. 

i 

Will  of  Burwell  Duke,  Sr. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I  Burwell  Duke,  Senr.  of  the 
County  of  Warren  and  State  of  North  Carolina,  being 
sick  and  low  in  health,  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory, 
thanks  be  given  unto  God  for  the  same,  do  by  these  pres¬ 
ence,  constitute,  make,  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  & 
Testament,  revoking  all  others  heretofore  made,  and  pub¬ 
lishing  this  as  my  only  one, — 

First,  I  recommend  my  soul  unto  the  hand  of  Almighty 
God — and  my  body  to  the  Earth,  to  be  buried  in  a  decent 
Christian  like  manner,  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executor 
or  Executrix  hereinafter  named — 

After  paying  all  my  funeral  charges  and  all  my  just 
debts,  the  balance  or  residue  of  my  Estate,  both  real  and 
personal,  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife  Frances 
Duke,  except  so  much  as  will  be  sufficient  to  make  two 
proportionable  shares  or  parts  for  my  two  daughters  Polly 
Duke  and  Sally  Duke  to  make  them  equal  with  the  legacy 
heretofore  given  the  rest  of  my  children,  which  said  por¬ 
tions  or  equal  legacies,  1  direct  my  beloved  wife  Frances 
&  my  son  Thomas  //.  Duke,  whom  I  do  hereby  constitute 
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and  do  appoint  my  Executor  &  Executrix,  to  pay  over 
unto  said  Polly  &  Sally  out  of  property  at  my  decease,  and 
then  the  residue  to  my  said  wife  forever. — 

Dated  December  27,  1816.  Witnesses,  P.  Hawkins, 
Zachariah  Cogwell  (or  Coghill.)  Warren  County  May 
1824  This  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Burwell  Duke, 
deed,  was  exhibited  in  open  Court  for  probate.  .  .  . 
Thomas  H .  Duke  qualified  as  Execulor,  etc. 

Will  of  Frances  Duke 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I  Frances  Duke  of  Warren 
County,  being  of  sound  and  perfect  mind  and  memory, 
and  sensible  of  the  uncertainty  of  this  life,  do  this  twen¬ 
tieth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  make  and  ordain  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following 
Vizt., 

1st  After  my  just  debts  are  paid  I  give  the  whole  of 
my  property  to  four  of  my  beloved  children,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  them  at  my  death,  to  wit,  my  son  Thomas 
H.  Duke,  my  daughter  Nancy  Eaves,  my  daughter  Sarah 
Duke,  and  my  son  Samuel  Duke,  to  them  and  their  heirs 
forever. 

And  1  nominate  and  ordain  my  beloved  son  Thomas  K 
Duke  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  In 
witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  and  seal 
this  day  and  year  above  written.  Witnesses,  Reubin  Cog- 
hill,  Zacharah  Coghill.  Proved  November  Court  1829, 
Warren  County,  N.  C. 


CHAPTER  XX 


Cleveures,  Samuel,  and  Richard  L.  Duke. 

Sons  of  Burwell  Duke 

Cleveures  Duke,  Son  of  Burwell,  Sr. 

The  appearance  of  the  name  of  Cleveures  in  Burwell 
Duke’s  family  indicates  a  relationship  between  the  Duke 
families  of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina,  and  Louisa 
County,  Virginia. 

In  North  Carolina  as  well  as  in  Louisa  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  the  name  was  often  spelled  Cleves,  Clevis,  and 
Clevas,  as  the  records  show  : 

Clevears  Duke  and  Lucy  Smith  in  1770  (1772?)  Mar¬ 
riage  Register  1766-1868,  page  3,  Louisa  Co. 

Clivius  Duke  from  Benj.  Brown,  1742 — Deed  Bk.  A, 
page  26,  Louisa  Co. 

Clevers  Duke  from  David  Armstrong,  1802 — Rccpt.  J, 
page  327,  Louisa  Co. 

Clevius  Duke  to  \Ym.  Snelson,  in  1762 — Deed  Bk.  C, 
page  143,  Louisa  Co. 

Cleverius  Duke,  at  a  Court  held  for  Louisa  Co.  Oct.  13, 
1766. 

Clevis  Duke  &  Cosby  Duke  at  a  Court  held  for  Louisa 
Co.,  June  8,  1 766. 

The  prominent  Duke  family  of  Albemarle  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  descends  from  Cleveures  Duke  of  Louisa  County. 
James  Duke,  son  of  Cleveures,  Sr.,  was  born  about  17-10. 
He  had  a  son  Cleveures,  the  third  of  the  name,  who  was 
born  about  1760  and  died  in  1818  in  Albemarle  County. 
Cleveurs,  third,  had  a  son  Richard  born  about  1778.  In 
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1806  he  married  Maria  Barkley  Walker,  daughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Thomas  Walker  and  granddaughter  of  Doctor 
Thomas  Walker  of  “Castle  Hill,”  Albemarle. 


Henry  Duke,  Brother  of  Cleveures 
(Louisa  County  Records) 

March  19,  1745 — Henry  Duke  of  Hanover  County  (gave 

territory  to  Louisa)  negro  man 
slave  condemned  for  murder. 

1759 — Henry  Duke  from  Jno.  Tisdale  (Deeds  C.) 

July  13,  1766— To  Mr.  Patrick  Henry,  “Sir.  Please  stop 

the  suit  of  Zacheis  Cosby . 

Henry  Duke.” 

Aug.  1771 — Patrick  Henry  vs  Henry  Duke  (brother  of 

Clcvears). 

1790 — Henry  Duke,  Sr.,  to  Henry  Duke,  Jr.,  land  con¬ 
veyance. 


Henry  Duke’s  wife  was  Ann.  Henry  Duke  (Jr.),  mar¬ 
riage  bond  dated  June  14,  1791,  recorded  in  Hanover 
County,  Virginia,  married  Susanna  Gentry.  In  1818  he 
was  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky,  and  sixty  years  of  age. 
Patrick  H.  Duke  was  administrator  of  his  estate  in  1842. 
His  widow  died  in  Kentucky  in  1864.  He  had  sons  Wilson 


and  James.  (Veterans  Admr.  Washington.) 

In  his  will  dated  1784,  Cleveures  Duke  mentions  his 
brother  Henrv. 


Samuel  Duke,  Son  of  Bur  well,  Sr. 

In  1849  Richard  L.  Duke  conveyed  to  Ransom  H.  Duke 
part  of  a  tract  of  land  which  his  father  Britain  Duke  (son 
of  Burwell,  Sr.)  bought  in  1819  from  Benjamin  Hawkins 
(page  196)  : 

March  12,  1849 — Richard  L.  Duke  of  Franklin  County 
to  Ransom  H.  Duke  of  Warren  92]/2  acres  of  land  in 
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Franklin  County,  North  Carolina,  Beginning  at  a  Maple 
on  the  Bank  of  a  Branch  at  (a)  .  .  .  to  (b)  at  the  Mil¬ 
ford  Road.  Thence  ...  to  the  fork  at  the  head  of  a 
drean  (c)  to  a  Black  Jack  to  D.  Hawkins  Corner,  thence 
along  Hawkins  Line  ...  to  E.  Morris  Corner.  .  .  . 

Although  he  had  2,000  acres  of  land  Samuel  Duke  was 
evidently  attached  to  this  piece  of  property  which  had  been 
in  the  family  a  long  time  and  he  bought  it  for  the  children 
of  his  son  Richard  L.  Duke. 

Jany.  31,  1854 — I  Samuel  Duke  of  Warren  County, 
North  Carolina,  do  give  to  my  son  Richard  L.  Dukes  chil¬ 
dren  that  are  and  may  hereafter  be  born,  Lawfully,  a  cer¬ 
tain  tract  of  land  in  the  County  of  Franklin,  known  as  the 
tract  1  bought  from  Ransom  II.  Duke  of  Franklin  County 
(Book  31,  page  350,  Franklin  Co.  record),  containing 
92l/2  acres  of  land  but  reserving  to  myself  all  the  rights 
of  tenement  and  rents  and  every  other  right  of  ownership 
of  the  whole  tract  of  land  with  all  improvements  so  long 
as  I  live,  then  to  be  equally  divided  among  them  my  grand¬ 
children,  sons  and  daughters  of  aforesaid  Richard  L. 
Duke.  (Book.  31,  page  351.) 

Samuel  Duke’s  wife  was  Lucy:  Copy  of  an  original 
paper  found  in  the  Clerk’s  Office,  Warrenton,  N.  C. :  List 
of  Lands,  Lots  of  Ground  Dwellings  and  Slaves  owned 
by  or  in  possession  of  LUCY  DUKE  the  1st  of  April 
1815,  lying  and  being  in  Franklin  County  in  the  Fifth  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  Viz.: 

1  Dwelling  House 

I  y/y2  acres  of  land 

Slaves  of  the  following  description: 

MALES 

I I  above  50  years  of  age 

1  between  12  and  50  years 

11  under  12  years 


' 
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FEMALES 


11  above  50  years  of  age 
11  between  12  and  50  years 
1 1  under  1 2  years 


Ransom  Brogdon  For  Lucy  Duke 


Samuel  Duke’s  Will 


In  the  name  of  God,  Amen, 

I  Samuel  Duke  of  the  County  of  Warren  State  of  North 
Carolina,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  eight  being  in  tolerable  health  maketh  this 
my  last  will  and  testament,  in  the  following  form,  to-wit — 

Item  the  first,  I  give  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it. 

Item  2nd.  I  want  all  my  just  debts  paid. 

Item  3rd  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife  Lucy 
G.  Duke  all  my  property,  real  and  personal  Estate  and 
everything  that  I  have  in  my  possession  at  my  death  with¬ 
out  any  manner  of  condition  to  use  and  dispose  of  in  her 
own  way,  as  I  could,  if  I  were  alive.  I  also  nominate  my 
beloved  wife  Lucy  G.  Duke  my  executrix.  This  26th  day 
of  July  in  the  year  above  written,  my  hand  and  seal. 

Witnesses,  Jor.  II.  Foster,  S.  G.  Ward  (Jurat).  Proved 
Warren  County  Court  February  Term  1868. 

Lucy  Duke  died  before  probation  of  the  will,  and  Joseph 
W.  Duke,  her  son,  was  appointed  executor,  with  Madison 
G.  Duke  (son  of  Thomas  Id.  Duke)  security. 

An  Inventory  and  account  of  sale  of  property  of  Samuel 
Duke,  deed,  of  Warren  County,  N.  C.  .  .  .  Sold  March  23, 
1868.  Among  the  items  were 

1  lot  of  books  bought  by  Richard  L.  Duke 


1 


“  W.  L.  Edwards 
“  W.  H.  Renn 


1  Bible 


1  baby  toy 
1  Spinning  W dieel 


<< 


“  M.  R.  Pinnell 
“  S.  Duke 


1 
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I  Perfume  Bottle 
Dessert  Plates. 

Gig  Chair,  horses,  etc. 


Alter  providing  for  his  chi  .Bren  during  his  lifetime. 
Samuel  Duke  Lett  "13  acres  of  land,  and  apparently  he  was 
very  generous  ruth  Ms  money.  loaning  it  to  his  relatives 
arc  trends  ahl-re  Among  his  erfects  there  were  more  than 
tweutv  tends  ar  1  accounts  due  m  n-'tes,  ranmriY  mom  tv  o 
and  three  dollars  to  :  . ur  hundred  dollars  v hie n  were 
marked  do  ultra! 


rLu\'xn:\'  equity  Massiagz  Boxes. 

_  w  -  -  -  — -  shard  L.  D:  .  Arm  ?.  ?  Duke 

'Btimved.  Sr's  or  Daniel's  son.  ) 

Nov.  27, 1547 — ?  mar  L.  Du  Bio  H  Hite). 

Sen  of  Samuel  j 


MaRBJaGE  no  AD 5  IX  HALIFAX  L0CX7Y.  NORTH 

Caeolixa. 

A  or  II  3d.  1  S3- — Britain  Duke  and  Mary  V.  Bishop, 
Charles  Shields,  Bondsman. 

11  —  .  .Du  ary  L  I  Pen 

ten.  Lem.  L.  Parker,  Bondsman.  Lemuel  Barker 
was  diary  Bishop's  kinsman,  i 


It  is  not  known  to  which  member  of  the  family  this 
Britain  belonged. 

Ca  3-  IS 53 — dfywck  W.  Duke  and  Yennetta  Sledge. 
J.  B.  Solon  too  wrote  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  that  he  had 
rer  termed  the  ceremony  ot  marriage  "between  hynts 
Duke  of  Warren  County  &  \  emetta  Sledge  of  Hah  tax. 

The  following  account  of  the  Barken  Bishop,  and 

i 
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1857,  published  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  It  is  also  in  “Wheel¬ 
er’s,  “Historical  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,”  and  in 
other  periodicals : 

A  Revolutionary  Heroine. 

Many  will  remember  that  towards  the  close  of  the  war, 
Colonel  Tarleton  passed  through  North  Carolina.  Owing 
to  some  cause  not  known,  he  spent  two  nights  in  Halifax 
County — one  within  the  hospitable  grove  of  Willie  Jones, 
near  the  town  of  Halifax,  and  the  other  higher  up  the 
county,  near  “Quankey  Chapel.”  Either  because  he  was 
scarce  of  provisions  and  horses,  or  from  a  malicious  desire 
to  destroy  the  property  of  American  citizens  who  were 
opposed  to  the  British,  he  caught  all  the  horses,  cattle,  hogs, 
and  even  fowls  that  he  could  lay  his  hands  on,  and  de¬ 
stroyed  or  appropriated  them  to  his  own  use.  The  male  and 
most  of  the  female  inhabitants  of  the  county  fled  from  the 
approach  of  the  British  troops  and  hid  themselves  in  the 
swamps  and  forests  adjacent.  While  every  one  else  left 
the  premises  on  which  she  lived,  Mrs.  Powell  (then  Miss 
Bishop)  stood  her  ground  and  faced  the  foe  fearlessly. 

But  it  would  not  do ;  they  took  the  horses  and  cattle 
and,  among  the  former,  a  favorite  pony  of  hers  and  drove 
them  off  to  camp,  which  was  about  a  mile  distant.  Young 
as  she  was  she  was  determined  to  have  her  pony  again  and, 
as  she  must  necessarily  go  to  the  British  Camp,  to  go  alone, 
if  no  one  would  accompany  her.  And  alone  she  went,  on 
foot,  at  night,  and  without  any  weapon  of  defence,  and  in 
due  time  arrived  at  the  camp. 

By  what  means  she  managed  to  gain  an  audience  with 
Tarleton  is  not  known,  but  she  appeared  before  him  un¬ 
announced  and,  raising  herself  erect,  said:  “1  have  come 
to  you,  Sir,  to  demand  restoration  of  my  property,  which 
your  knavish  followers  stole  from  my  father’s  yard.” 

“Let  me  understand  you,  Miss,”  said  Tarleton,  com¬ 
pletely  taken  by  surprise. 
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“Well,  Sir,”  said  she,  “your  roguish  men  in  red  coats 
came  to  my  father's  house  about  sundown  and  stole  my 
pony,  and  I  have  walked  alone  and  unprotected  to  claim 
and  demand  him ;  and,  Sir,  I  must  and  will  have  him.  I 
fear  not  your  men ;  they  are  base  and  unprincipled  enough 
to  dare  offer  insult  to  an  unprotected  female;  but  their 
cowardly  hearts  will  prevent  their  doing  her  bodily  in¬ 
jury.” 

And  just  then,  by  the  light  of  the  campfire,  espying  her 
own  dear  little  pony  at  a  short  distance,  she  continued: 
“There,  Sir,  is  my  horse.  I  shall  mount  him  and  ride 
peaceably  home ;  and  if  you  have  any  of  the  gentlemanly 
feelings  within  you  of  which  your  men  are  utterly  desti¬ 
tute,  or  if  you  will  have  any  regard  for  their  safety,  you 
will  see,  Sir,  that  I  am  not  interrupted.  But  before  I  go 
I  wish  to  say  to  you,  that  he  who  can  and  will  not  prevent 
this  base  and  cowardly  stealing  from  hen-roosts,  stables, 
and  barn-yards,  is  in  my  estimation  no  better  than  the 
mean,  good-for-nothing  guilty  wretches  who  do  the  dirty 
work  with  their  own  hands.  Goodnight,  Sir.”  And  with¬ 
out  waiting  further,  she  took  her  pony  and  galloped  safely 
home,  for  Tarleton  was  so  much  astonished  that  he  ordered 
that  she  should  be  permitted  to  do  as  she  chose. 

To  this  no  doubt  exaggerated  but  interesting  account  of 
Miss  Bishop’s  meeting  with  the  fiery  Tarleton  is  added: 
“Mrs.  Powell  died  in  her  native  county  in  1840.  .  .  .  Pier 
grandsons  were  W  in.  S.  Parker  and  Richard  B.  Parker, 
and  her  grandaugliter  was  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Sledge,  wife  of 
W.  T.  Sledge,  the  two  latter  of  whom  are  prominent  citi¬ 
zens  of  Halifax  County.” 


CHAPTER  XXI 


Daniel,  Bur  well,  Jr.,  Britain,  Thomas  Duke,  Sons. 
Holly  Duke,  Daughter  of  Burwell  Duke. 

The  records  given  below  show  the  close  association  of 
the  families  of  Burwell  Duke,  Sr.,  and  Colonel  Philemon 
Hawkins,  Jr. 

Appointment  of  Daniel  Duke  as  Constable  of 
Robertson's  District  (Sandy  Creek — see  page  ) 

State  of  North  Carolina 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that 

we,  Daniel  Duke  and  Philemon  Hawkins,  Esq.,  of  the 

County  of  Warren  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  His 

Excellency  Benjamin  Williams,  Esq.,  Governor  &c  in  the 

just  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  which  payment  well 

and  truly  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Benjamin  Williams,  Esq., 

Governor  as  aforesaid  or  to  his  successors  in  Office  we 

bind  ourselves  our  heirs,  Exrs.  and  Admrs.  jointly  and 

severally  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed  with  our  seals  and 

dated  this  2.3rd  day  of  February  Anno.  Dom.  1802. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that 

whereas  the  above  bounden  Daniel  Duke  is  by  the  County 

Court  of  Warren  appointed  one  of  the  constables  for  the 

said  County  in  Robertson’s  District,  now  if  the  said  Daniel 
. 

Duke  shall  and  do  well  and  faithfully  execute  the  said 
office  of  Constable  according  to  law,  then  this  obligation 
to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

Phil  Hawkins  (Seal) 
Daniel  Duke  (Seal) 

Warren  County  Court  1802. 

M.  Duke  Johnson,  Clerk  of  the  Court. 
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Marriage  Bond  of  Benjamin  Sims  and  Holly  Duke, 

Daughter  of  Bur  well  and  His  Wife  Frances. 

KNOW  all  Men  by  these  Presents,  That  we  Benjamin 
Sims  &  Philemon  Hawkins  of  Warren  of  the 

county  aforesaid  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  James 
Turner  Esquire,  Governor,  &c.  of  the  State  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  live  hundred  pounds, 
for  the  payment  of  which  sum  well  and  truly  to  be  made 
unto  the  said  Governor,  or  to  his  successors  in  office,  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  &c.  jointly  and 
severally,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  seals,  and 
dated  this  ninth  day  of  March.  A.D.  1805. 

The  Condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that 
whereas  there  is  a  Marriage  shortly  to  be  solemnized  and 
had  between  the  above  bounden  Benjamin  Sims  &  Holly 
Duke  Now  if  there  be  no  lawful  cause  to  obstruct  the 
said  Marriage,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  other¬ 
wise  to  remain  in  full  force,  virtue  and  power. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of 

M- 

Benjamin  Sims  Seal 
P.  Hawkins  Seal 

John  Sims  (brother  of  Benjamin  and  Briggs) 
And  Philemon  Hawkins. 


Granville  February  Session  1813 

Stephen  Hendrick  administrator  of  John  Sims  deed, 
returns  the  following  as  an  additional  account  of  Sales  of 
the  property  of  said  Estate  (to- wit) 

The  half  of  a  Still  owned  in  equal  shares  by  the  said 
deed,  and  Philemon  Hawkins,  son  of  John,  for  .  .  .  upon 
a  credit  of  six  months  Sale  made  at  Mel  ford  in  Warren 
on  the  second  day  of  November  1812.  (Book  7,  pg.  286, 
Granville  Co.  Record.) 


t 
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Bur  well  Duke,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  Hawkins  (son  of 
Col.  Philemon)  joint  owners  of  a  noted  spring. 

August  9,  1811 — Benjamin  Hawkins  of  the  County  of 
Warren  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  Burwell  Duke. 
Junior,  of  the  county  and  state  aforesaid  ...  all  that  mes¬ 
suage  or  tenement  in  the  County  of  Franklin  and  State 
aforesaid  (reserving  nevertheless  to  myself,  my  heirs  and 
assigns  the  use  and  privileges  of  the  one-half  of  a 
noted  Spring  upon  Thorntons  Mill  Creek  in  the  afore¬ 
said  Burrells  East  line)  containing  by  estimation  fifty 
acres  of  land,  beginning  at  a  post  oak  in  Marshalls  line, 
Pleasants  “corner'’  thence  North  ...  to  a  corner  in  my 
own  line  thence  East  ...  to  a  red  oak  and  a  white  oak  in 
my  own  Land  thence  South  ...  to  three  sweet  gums  and  a 
black  gum  in  Pleasants  line  .  .  .  with  all  houses  and  ap¬ 
purtenances.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Thomas  1C.  Duke,  Joseph  J. 
Hawkins.  (Bk.  15,  p.  247,  Franklin  Co.) 

Dec.  18,  1817 — Benjamin  Hawkins  of  Warren  County, 
North  Carolina,  to  Burwell  Duke,  Jr.,  of  the  county  and 
state  aforesaid,  a  certain  tract  of  land  adjoining  my  own 
land  and  the  said  Burwell  Dukes  former  tract  on  both 
sides  Thorntons  Mill  Creek  containing  by  Survey  Ten 
Acres  of  land,  Beginning  at  a  pine  in  my  own  line  thence 
North  ...  to  the  center  of  a  Hickory,  Spanish  Oak  and 
Poplar  thence  ...  to  a  black  gum,  bay  bush  and  lightwood 
Knot  in  a  line  called  Marshalls  ...  to  a  red  oak,  Burwell 
Dukes  old  corner.  . . . 

Witnesses,  Reubin  Coghill,  G.  Brogdon.  (Bk.  18,  pg.  8, 
Franklin  Co.  Rec.) 

Benjamin  Hawkins  to  Britain  Duke  (Son  of 

Burwell)  . 

Dec.  24,  ,  1819 — Benjamin  Hawkins  of  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina,  to  Britain  Duke  of  Granville  and 
State  aforesaid,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
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lyi ng  in  M  arren  and  Franklin  counties  and  State  afore¬ 
said,  Beginning  at  Edw.  Morris  corner  on  Fletcher  Branch, 
sard  branch  to  Burwell  Duke  Seniors  line  thence 
said  line  a  west  course  to  Martins  branch,  up  said  branch 
to  Bum  zl  Duke  Seniors  line  to  Edw.  Morris  line.  .  .  . 

Y,  ttnesses.  John  H.  Hawkins,  Jr.,  Thomas  Hawkins. 
(Bk_  20.  p.  240.  Franklin  Co.  Rec.  ) 

This  property  was  taxable -in  Warren,  as  has  been  shown 
by  the  tax  lists.  Britain  Duke  was  of  Greene  County, 
Missouri,  in  1850. 

In.  Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  Britain  was  a 
taxable  in  1812  and  1814  with  no  land  and  one  free  poll. 
In  a  tax  book  for  Granville  for  the  year  1815  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  entry-:  “Britain  Duke — Fourt  Creek  District,” 
Holdings  not  given.  Davis  W.  Duke’s  name  appears  after 
Britain's  with  36  acres. 

The  f  ollcnving  indentures  were  between  Britain  Duke 
and  Dudley  P.  T.  House  and  William  G.  Bowers  who 
married  Britain’s  cousins  Martha  and  Henrietta  Duke, 
daughters  of  Britain  Duke,  Sr.  (died  1800).  Britain  was 
security  for  Dudley  P.  T.  House. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  this  twelfth  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Eight  Hundred 
E  Twenty  Between  Dudley  P.  House  of  the  County  of 
Granville  &  State  of  North  Carolina  of  the  one  part  and 
William  G.  Bowers  of  the  County  &  State  aforesaid  of  the 
other  cart  Witnesseth  for  and  in  consideration  of  Ninety 
Dollars  &  Ir.tr.  from  the  25th  Dec.  1819  which  said  Dudley 
P.  House  owes  5c  is  justly  indebted  to  Benjamin  Kittrell  & 
Fritam  Duke  security  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  his 
Bond  which  said  House  honestly  desires  to  secure  and  pay 
to  him  the  said  Duke  &  for  arid  in  consideration  of  the 
further  sum  of  Fifty  Cents  like  money  to  him  in  hand 
paid  bv  said  Duke  before  the  sealing  &  delivering  of  these 
presents  the  RecUrt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged  that 
said  H.  use  hath  .  .  .  sold  .  .  .  &  delivered  unto  William  C. 
Fov.ers  ad  my  Right  Title  Claim  &  Intr.  which  now  is  or 
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may  hereafter  be  in  the  estate  of  my  father  Dudley  House, 
Senr.  Deed.  ...  in  Trust  .  .  .  that  said  William  G.  Bowers 
his  heirs  ...  or  assigns  shall  after  the  first  day  of  March 
next  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  said  Duke  shall  think’' fit  or 
said  D.  P.  House  shall  request  the  same  sell  and  for  the 
best  price  that  can  be  got  at  public  Sale  after  Ten  days 
public  notice  all  of  my  interest  in  said  Estate  and  out  of 
the  money  arising  from  such  sale  discharge  ...  &  pay  unto 
said  Britain  Duke  his  heirs  .  .  .  the  aforesaid  sum  of  ninety 
dollars  &  interest  .  .  .  &  that  said  Bowers  pay  or  cause  to 
be  paid  the  over  plus  money  if  any  there  be  arising  from 
such  sale  to  said  House.  .  .  .  Witness,  George  Blacknell. 
(Yol.  Z,  page  4,  Granville  Co.) 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  and  entered  into  this 
thirteenth  day  of  Nov.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thous¬ 
and  eight  hundred  &  twenty  between  William  G.  Bowers 
of  Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  of  the  one  part  & 
Britain  Duke  of  the  said  county  and  state  aforesaid  of  the 
other  part.  Witnessed!  and  showeth  that  the  sd  William 
G.  Bowers  acting  as  trustee  under  a  deed  of  trust  enacted 
by  Dudley  House  to  the  sd.  W.  G.  Bowers  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  debt  due  to  Benjamin  Kitrell  to  which  Brit¬ 
tain  Duke  was  security  .  .  .  did  sell  on  the  fifth  day  of  May 
last  .  .  .  all  the  intr.  of  said  Dudley  P.  House  to  and  in  his 
father’s  estate  (to  wit)  viz.  his  the  said  Dudley  P.  T. 
House  in  and  to  the  land  of  his  late  father  also  his  intr.  in 
the  following  negroes  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  Dudley  House  Deed,  and  by  his  will  reverting  to 
the  said  Dudley  P.  House  (to  wit)  Harry  a  man  Stephen 
a  lad  and  Lucy  a  girl  as  also  the  stock  of  all  kind  and  House 
Hold  and  Kitchen  furniture  &  plantation  utensils  of  the  sd 
estate  .  .  .  and  as  the  sd  Britain  Duke  became  the  purchaser 
.  .  .  being  the  highest  bidder  for  each  article,  I  therefore 
for  myself,  etc.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Prisla  Hays,  William 
Williams.  Proved  May  Court  A.  D.  1 8 Y 1  (Yol.  Z,  p. 
275). 
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From  1822  to  1829  Britain  Duke  lived  next  to  his  father 
on  the  land  which  he  bought  December  24,  1819,  from 
Benjamin  Hawkins  (tax  lists). 

As  has  been  shown,  Britain’s  son  Richard  L.  Duke  sold 
that  part  of  this  tract  which  lay  in  Franklin  County  on 
March  12,  1849,  to  Ransom  H.  Duke  who  sold  it  to  Samuel 
Duke  who  gave  it  on  January  31,  1854,  to  his  son  Rich¬ 
ard  L.  Duke’s  children.  (Book  31,  page  351,  Franklin 
County,  N.  C. ) 

Britain  and  his  wife  Jane  Robberson  (died  1834)  were 
in  Tennessee  in  1831,  in  Bedford  County  (taken  from 
Maury*),  with  his  sister  Fanny  Duke,  wife  of  Briggs  Sims. 
Briggs  died  in  Bedford  in  1832.  Jane  was  a  daughter  of 
Abednego  and  Elizabeth  (Pettigrew)  Robberson  and  sister 
of  Bennet  Robberson  who  married  Elvira,  daughter  of 
Briggs  and  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims.  The  families  of  Abed¬ 
nego  Robberson  and  Briggs  Sims  left  Tennessee  about 
1832  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Greene 
County,  Missouri,  and  were  prominent  in  the  founding 
and  development  of  the  City  of  Springfield  where  many 
of  their  descendants  are  still  living. 

Britain  and  Jane  (Robberson)  Duke’s  daughter  Frances 
Elizabeth,  named  for  her  two  grandmothers,  was  born  in 
Tennessee  in  1831  and  their  daughter  Jane  Darnell  Duke 
in  1833,  in  North  Carolina.  In  1850  Britain  Duke  was 
living  in  Greene  County,  Missouri,  with  his  daughters 
and  son  Burwell  Duke,  born  about  1815  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Jane  Robberson  was  probably  Britain  Duke’s  second 
wife. 

Census  for  Greene  County,  Mo.,  year  1850, 
Jackson  Township. 


Brittain  Duke 

63  years 

Male  Farmer 

Born  N.C. 

Frances  E. 

19  '  “ 

Female 

"  Term. 

Jane  D. 

16  “ 

<< 

“  N.C. 

Burrell 

35  “ 

Male 

“  N.C 

*  Hardyman  Duke's  wife  and  son  Berry  were  in  Maury  Co.  at 
this  time. 
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The  following  records  were  copied  from  the  Bible  of 
Elizabeth  (Pettigrew)  Robberson,  now  in  possession  of 
her  granddaughter,  Roma  (Robberson)  McCluer,  wife  of 
Mr.  Milton  A.  McCluer  of  Springfield,  Missouri : — 

Jane  Robberson  Born  August  22,  1798 
Jane  Duke  Departed  this  life  September  27,  1834 
Frances  Elizabeth  Duke  Born  August  13,  1831 
Jane  Darnell  Duke  Born  April  20,  1833 

Britain  Duke  may  have  had  a  son  Chatham  Duke  who  is 
in  the  same  Census  for  Jackson  Township:  "Chatham 
Duke  23  years  Male  Farmer,  700  acres  Born  N.  C.” 

Chatham  Duke  married  Frances  Jane  Adams  in  Greene 
County,  Missouri,  February  7,  1834.  She  must  have  been 
a  daughter  of  Archibald  Adams  of  Bedford  Countv,  Ten- 
nessee,  and  Green  County.  They  had  sons  Archibald 
Leonard,  and  Robert  B.  Duke  (1850  census,  and  Letters 
of  Administration,  in  Greene  County,  Mo.) 

Will  of  Burwell  T.  Duke,  Jr. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen. 

I  Burwell  Duke  of  the  County  of  Franklin  and  State, 
of  North  Carolina  being  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  but 
considering  the  uncertainty  of  my  earthly  existence  do 
make  and  declare  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  man¬ 
ner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say, 

1st:  That  my  Executor  (hereinafter  named)  pay  all  my 
just  debts  out  of  the  money  that  may  first  come  into  his 
hands  as  a  part  of  my  Estate. 

Item  2 :  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  beloved  wife  Elenor 
Duke  ail  my  household  and  kitchen  furniture  of  every 
description  to  be  hers  and  at  her  disposal  absolute  forever. 

Item  3  :  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  beloved  wife  the  use 
of  the  balance  of  my  estate,  that  is  to  say,  my  money  land 
crops  and  provisions  that  may  be  on  hand  at  my  death  also 
my  stock  of  horses,  Cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  plantation  uten¬ 
sils  Etc.  during  her  natural  life  and  at  her  death  my.  will 
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and  desire  is  that  my  saddle,  gun  and  still  shall  be  Jackson 

J.  Duke  and  at  his  disposal  absolutely  forever  and  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  my  estate  of  every  description  to  be  sold  by  my 
Executor  and  the  money  equally  divided  among  and  be¬ 
tween  the  heirs  or  children  of  my  beloved  Brother  Thomas 

K.  Duke  that  are  now  living  or  that  hereafter  may  be  born 
that  is  the  living  children  Mary  F.  Duke,  John  T.  Duke, 
Mailday  Duke,  Madison  G.  Duke,  Marcus  L.  Duke,  Jordan 
T.  Duke,  Ellen  E.  Duke,  Alexander  U.  Duke,  Augustus 
W.  Duke  and  if  any  shall  hereafter  be  born  the  same  shall 
share  equally  with  the  above  named  children  each  to  share 
and  share  alike  in  the  above  estate.  .  .  . 

And  lastly  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  beloved 
brother  Thomas  R.  Duke  my  lawful  executor  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  to  execute  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same.  .  .  . 

In  Witness  whereof  I  the  said  Burwell  T.  Duke  have 
hereunto  set  mv  hand  and  seal  this  6th  day  of  Tune  A.D. 
1849.  .  .  .  Witnesses,  E.  Green,  Jesse  Person,  Jere  Solo¬ 
mon.  The  will  is  signed  Burrell  Duke.  Date  of  probation 
not  known. 

Virginia  names  spelled  one  way  and  called  another,  and 
now  spelled  as  formerly  pronounced  .  .  .  Burwell  Burrell 
(William  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol.  3,  p.  371.) 

Burwell  Duke,  Jr.,  married  Elenor,  daughter  of 
John  Finch.  Jo h x  Finch ’s  Wi ll 

I  John  Finch  of  the  County  and  State  aforesaid  being 
of  sound  mind  and  memory  blessed  be  God  for  the  same 
but  knowing  it  is  appointed  once  for  all  men  to  die  make 
publish  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  1 
recommend  my  body  to  the  dust  from  whence  it  came  and 
my  soul  to  God  that  gave  it  and  my  worldly  goods  as  fol¬ 
lows — 

Item  I  give  to  rny  beloved  wife  Policy  Finch  the  tract 
of  land  that  1  now  live  on  containing  by  estimation  129 
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acres  one  negro  woman  by  the  name  of  Jude  two  head 
of  horses  four  head  of  Cattle  Eight  head  of  sheep  sixteen 
head  of  hogs  &  all  the  household  and  kitchen  furniture 
except  one  feather  bed  &  furniture  one  chest  one  cupboard 
one  table  one  iron  pot  dutch  oven  &  frying  pan — i  also 
give  to  my  said  wife  two  riding  horses  one  plow  one  grub- 
ing  hoe  one  blut  axe  an  iron  wedge  to  her  and  her  heirs 


forever — 

Item  I  lend  to  my  wife  during  her  natural  life 

J  O  r 

estate  real.&  personal  that  1  have  not  given  her  and  at  her 


all  mv 


death  to  be  equally  divided  between  all  my  children  Pcllv 


York  Right  Finch  Cliff  Finch  Fanny  Bobbitt  Caswell 
Finch  Eleanor  Duke  Betsy  Jenkins  John  \Y.  Finch  Bar¬ 
bary  Bobbitt  Patsey  Finch  Nancy  Jenkins  to  them  and 
their  heirs  forever — In  Witness  of  all  and  every  part  of 
the  within  writing  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
the  28th  day  of  April  1817. 

Signed  John  Finch. 

Witnesses,  John  Terrell,  John  Jenkins.  Probated  1822, 
Granville  County. 


Thomas  K.  Duke  made  his  will  October  22,  1857,  but 
the  date  of  probation  is  not  known.  Re  mentions  his  wife 
Hicksey  A.,  his  two  unmarried  daughters  Mary  F.  and 
Eleanor  E.  Duke,  his  son  Augustus  M.,  and  appoints  his 
beloved  friend  E.  Green  executor. 

“Item  5th  I  lend  unto  my  beloved  wife  Hicksey  A.  Duke 
during  her  .  .  .  or  widowhood  all  my  Estate  of  every  de¬ 
scription  not  otherwise  devised  to  her  use  and  benefit  and 
if  she  shall  again  marry  or  when  she  dies  my  will  and 
desire  is  that  all  my  land  be  equally  divided  between  all  my 
children,  .  .  .  And  the  balance  of  my  property  of  every 
description  to  be  sold  by  my  Executor  on  a  credit  of  Nine 
Months  and  the  money  arising  from  said  sale  to  be  equally 
divided  between  all  my  children  each  to  share  and  share 
alike  to  their  heirs  absolute  forever  .  . 
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Frances  Duke,  daughter  of  Bur  well,  Sr., 
And  His  Wife  Frances. 

Marriage  Bond  of  Frances  (Fanny)  Duke  and 

Briggs  Sims. 


KNOW  all  by  these  presents  that  We  Briggs  Sims  and 
Francis  Gill  are  held  and  firmly  bound  Unto  Samuel!  Ashe 
Esquire  Governor  in  the  Sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to 
be  paid  to  the  Said  Samuel  Ashe  Esquire  Governor  as  a 
fore  Said  or  to  his  Successors  in  Office  to  which  payment 
well  and  truly  to  be  made  we  bind  ourselves  Our  heirs 
Executors  Admin strators  etc  Jointly  and  Severally  firmly 
by  these  presents  Sealed  with  our  .Seal  and  dated  this  25 
day  of  February  Ano  Dorn  1796. 

The  Condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that 
whereas  there  is  a  marriage  Shortly  to  be  Solimnized  and 
had  between  the  above  bound  Briggs  Sims  and  Fanny 
Duke  Now  if  there  should  be  no  Lawful!  Cause  to  Ob¬ 
struct  the  Said  Marriage  then  the  Above  Obligation  to  be 
Void  or  Else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  Virtue 
Signed  Seal  &c 
In  presence  of 

Briggs  Sims 
Francis  Gill 


(From  The  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission,  V\  ar- 


ren  County 


Marriage 


Bonds. ) 


Briggs,  Benjamin  L.,  and  John  W.  Sims  were  sons  of 
Zachariah  Sims,  grandsons  of  George  Sims  of  Brunswick 
County,  Virginia,  and  greatgrandsons  of  the  first  Adam 
Symes  of  Surry,  Prince  George,  and  Brunswick  counties, 
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Virgina,  whose  father  was  George  Symes  of  Surry  in 
1 6S7.  ( See  Appendix,  page  243. ) 

The  English  spelling  of  Symes  became  Syms,  Simes, 
Simms,  and  Sims. 

From  Mr.  R.  A.  Lancaster,  Secretary  of  the  Virginia 
Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Virginia:  .  .  We  have 

the  abstracts  of  the  Brunswick  County  Wills  from  1732 
to  1800.  I  give  below  what  we  find  in  this  book  about 
Adam  Syms’  will. 

Syms,  Adam,  W.  (will)  Mar.  15,  1732 
R.  (probated)  July  15,  1733. 

S.(son)  Adam  Syms 

S. (son)  Isham  Syms 

S .  (  son )  J  oh  n  Syms 

S.(son)  William  Syms 

S.(son)  David  Syms 

D.  (dau.)  Mary  Syms 

S.(son)  Charles  Syms 

S.(son)  James  Syms 

S.(son)  George  Syms 

Wf. (wife)  Mary,  ex.  (executrix)” 

Fragment  of  Adam  Symes'  Will. 


IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN — I  Ad  ...  of 
Brunswick  .  .  .  my  last  will  and  Testament  .  .  .  and  for 
what  worldly  .  .  .  arrangement  of  my  funeral  .  .  .  ITEM 
.  .  .  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  Land  ...  on  both  sides 
of  the  aforesaid  Cold  Water  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Said 
Land  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever.  .  .  . 

1  give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  Adam  Syms  three  Cows 
and  Calves  and  their  increase  and  one  young  Steer  .  .  . 

ITEM  I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  Isham  Syms  one 
hundred  acres  of  Land  out  of  the  tract  of  .  .  .  which  1 
gave  my  son  Adam  Syms  the  Lower  part  of  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  Land  beyond  being  on  Cold  Water  and  it  is  to  be 
on  both  sides  of  Cold  Water  to  him  and  his  heirs  for¬ 
ever  .  .  . 
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ITEM  I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  Isham  Syms 
three  Cows  and  Calves  and  their  increase.  .  .  . 

ITEM  I  give  unto  my  two  sons  William  and  John 
Symes  that  tract  and  parcel  of  land  that  lies  .  .  .  le  S-ake 
(Rattlesnake  Creek)  to  be  Equally  divided  between  them 
to  them  and  their  heirs  forever  .  .  . 

ITEM  1  give  to  my  well  beloved  son  Wi  .  .  .  one  Cow 
and  Calf  and  her  increase.  ITEM  I  give  to  my  well 
beloved  son  .  .  .  hn  one  Cow  and  Calf  and  her  increase 
I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  David  Symes  one  Cow 
and  Calf  and  her  increase  ITEM  1  give  to  my  well  beloved 
daughter  Mary  Symes  .  .  .  Feather  Bed  and  Furniture  .  .  . 
Cow  and  Calf  and  their  increase  ITEM  I  give  unto  mv 
well  beloved  son  (Charles)  Symes  my  plantation  known 
(by  the  name  of)  Watson  and  all  land  thereto  belonging 
as  far  as  Spring  Branch  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 
ITEM  I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  James  Symes  my 
plantation  and  all  the  Land  thereunto  belonging  to  h  .  .  . 
ITEM  I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  Ge(orge  Svmes) 

.  .  .  after  his  mother’s  death  .  .  .  one  shilling  sterling 
ITEM  .  .  .  and  all  the  Residue  I  give  to  my  well  beloved 
Wife  Mary  .  .  .  and  to  her  disposal  .  .  .  in  what  matter  or 
quality  what  n  .  .  point  my  loving  wife  Mary  Syms  .  .  . 
this  15th  day  of  March  one  thousand  (seven  hundred  and 
thirty  two) 

Adam . 

(From  Yirgina  State  Library,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
June  18,  1936.  This  is  to  certify  that  the  print  on  the  back 
of  this  sheet  was  this  day  made  from  a  certified  photostat 
Volume  now  in  this  office,  entitled  “Brunswick  County, 
Deeds,  Wills  etc.,  1732-1740.  Morgan  P.  Robinson,  State 
Archvist.) 


Evidently  George  Symes  had  been  provided  for  during 
his  father’s  lifetime,  since  he  received  one  shilling  sterling 
and  a  legacy  only  after  his  mother’s  death. 


■ 


206 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


It  seems  that  Adam  S vines  married  Mary  Isham.  It 
was  the  custom  to  give  one  son  the  name  of  his  mother’s 
family,  and  none  of  his  sons  except  Isham  had  a  family 
name.  George  Isham,  Robert  Isham,  an  Isham  who  had 
a  patent  in  Northumberland  County,  and  Henry  Isham. 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Brett)  Isham,  were  early 
settlers  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia.  But  it  is  not  known  to 
which  branch  of  the  1  shams  Mary  Symes  belonged.  But 
the  following  records  are  given  to  show  that  the  Brett, 
Isham,  Randolph,  Lightfoot,  and  Symes  families  inter¬ 
married. 

Bloyde’s  Genealogical  Redfordiensis — William  Brett  of 
Toddington  had  with  other  issue  Sir  Edward  born  1608 
and  Mary  who  married  William  Isham. 

r 

Victorian  History  of  England,  Northamptonshire: 
Henry  Isham  (1626-1676)  in  Henrico  County  in  1657, 
& c.,  son  of  William  Isham  (born  1578;  died  before  1631) 
and  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Brett  of  Todding¬ 
ton,  Bedfordshire,  and  grandson  of  Sir  Euseby  Isham  of 
Pytchley. 

William  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol.  1,  page  109:  ‘‘The 
Will  of  Sir  Edward  Brett  of  Blendenhall,  parish  of  Bex¬ 
ley,  County  of  Kent,  England,  dated  December  22,  1682: 
proved  March  17,  1683.  Among  his  legatees  were  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  niece  Ann,  daughter  of  his  sister  Mary  Isham, 
and  two  daughters  of  his  nephew  Henry  Isham,  late  of 
Virginia,  married  Katherine,  widow  of  Joseph  Royall  of 
Henrico  County  and,  dying  about  1675,  left  issue  Henry  of 
Virginia  and  London  who  died  unmarried;  Mary,  married 
William  Randolph;  and  Ann,  married  Frances  Eppes  of 
Henrico.” 

Marriages  1737,  December  30,  Virginia  Gazette — Hon. 
William  Randolph,  Esq.,  (ate  of  his  Majesty’s  Council  ot 
this  Colony  was  married  to  Miss  Betty  Lightfoot,  an 
agreeable  young  lady  with  a  fortune  of  upwards  of  5,000 
lbs. 
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On  April  twenty-third,  1754,  George  Symes,  son  of  the 
first  Adam  Symes  conveyed  land  lying  next  to  his  tract  on 
Rattlesnake  Creek  in  St.  Andrew’s  Parish  in  Brunswick 
County  to  Henry  Brett  of  the  same  county  and  parish. 

John  Symes  of  Surry  and  Brunswick  counties,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  son  of  the  first  Adam  S vines,  married  Honour  Li  Flit- 
foot*  in  Isle  of  W  ight  County,  after  1754  and  before 
June  4,  1756  (Deed  Book  9,  page  261;  Book  14,  page 
94,  Isle  of  Weight  Rec.)  She  was  his  second  wife. 

In  his  will  John  Syms  mentions  his  daughter  Mary 
Randolph  and  John  Lightfoot:  “.  .  .  Item,  1  lend  to  my 
beloved  wife  Honour  Simms  all  my  other  estate  both  real 
and  personal  during  her  natural  life  or  widowhood  for 
her  better  support  to  raise  her  small  children.  .  .  .  Item, 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  John  Lightfoot  one  cow  and  calf. 
.  .  .  Item,  I  leave  the  remainder  part  of  my  estate  to  be 
divided  between  my  five  youngest  children,  namely:  Mary 
Randolph,  John  Simms,  Frederick  Simms,  Sarah  Simms, 
and  Benjamin  Simms  at  their  mother’s  death  .  .  .  and 
Lastly  1  appoint  my  wife  with  W  illiam  Randolph  &  Peter 
Randolph  my  executors  ...” 

Signed,  John  Simms.  Dated  May  12,  1778;  proved 
May  25,  1778,  Brunswick  County. 

“On  motion  of  William  Randolph  and  Peter  Randolph 
the  executors  therein  named  who  made  oath  thereto  ac¬ 
cording  to  law  and  together  with  Thomas  Rivers  and 
Douglas  WVlkins  their  securities  entered  into  bond  in  tin- 
penalty  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds,  .  .  .” 

Rebecca  and  Tabitha  WVehe,  daughters  of  \\  illiam  and 
Tabitha  (Sims)  Wyche,  and  granddaughters  of  the  second 
Adam  Symes,  son  of  the  first,  married  Edmund  and  1  Dug- 
lass  Wilkins,  Gentlemen,  of  Brunswick  County. 

In  Brunswick  County  there  is  a  deed  of  gift  (slaves), 
dated  July  22,  1765,  from  John  Syms  to  William  Ran¬ 
dall,  the  husband  of  his  daughter  Lucy, — by  his  first  wife 
It  is  of  record  in  Surry  Countv  that  out  of  Charles  C  ity 
County,  Virginia,  in  the  early  seventeen  hundreds  there 


*  She  was  a  daughter  of  Honour  Pierce. 
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came  a  family  of  “Rand oil”  with  given  names  Peter  and 
George.  Records  of  these  men  are  found  in  Surry,  some¬ 
times  spelling  their  names  “Randolph,’''  until  in  1752  when 
that  part  of  Surry  in  which  they  lived  was  cut  off.  The 
name  was  also  spelled  Randel,  Randle,  Randal. 

Virginia  names  spelled  one  way  and  called  another.  (In 
some  cases  the  original  spelling  has  been  lost  and  the  names 
are  now  spelled  as  formerly  pronounced) :  Spelled  Ran¬ 
dolph  Called  Randall  (William  8z  Mary  Quarterly,  Yol. 
3,  p.  271.) 

A  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  John  Randolph  of 
Roanoke,  copied  evidently  from  some  family  bible,  gives 
birth,  marriage,  and  death  dates  of  descendants  of  Henry 
Randolph,  the  emigrant:  “Henry,  son  of  Henry  &  Judith 
Randolph,  aged  21  years  10  mos  &  30  days  &  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  Swan  Esq  and  Mary  Swan, 
married  Xbr  1687  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Robert  Randall 
in  Surry  County.”  Thomas,  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Swan)  Randolph  was  born  “July  1,  1692.  .  .  .  baptized  by 
Mr.  Charles  Anderson.  Sponsors  Capt.  Robert  Randall, 
Mr.  Richard  Kennon,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kennon,  Mrs.  Mary 
Randolph  (junr)  .  .  .” 

Colonel  Robert  Randall  married  Mary  Swan,  widow  of 
Plon.  Thomas  Swan,  Esq. 

In  1763  Millington  Simms  was  executor  of  the  will  of 


his  father  George  Simms,  son  of  Adam  Symes,  Sr.,  Wil¬ 
liam  Clack  was  his  security.  Molly  Clack,  daughter  of 
James  and  sister  of  William,  married  John  Lightfoot  who 
died  in  1751.  In  his  will  John  Lightfoot  gives  and  be¬ 
queaths  “unto  Wiliam  Clack  son  of  James  Two  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Pounds.”  John  Light  foot’s  brothers  were  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Armistead.  The  executors  named  in  his  will 
were  his  brother  William,  Lewis  Burwell  of  Gloucester, 
William  Nelson  and  Thomas  Nelson  Esqrs.  (Brunswick 
County  Record.) 

William  and  Mary  (Isham)  Randolph  of  Turkey  Is¬ 
land  had  a  son  Isham.  One  Brett  Randolph  was  born 
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about  17 32.  Francis  and  Ann  (Isham)  Eppes  had  a  son 
Isham  Eppes.  Isham  Symes,  named  in  1732  in  his  father's 
will,  was  a  ‘‘Planter”  in  Granville  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  in  1742.  (Granville  Co.  Court  Record.) 

Concerning  Early  settlers  in  Virginia  of  the  name  of 
Isham, 


George  Isham  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Land 
Company  in  1650.  (Browning’s  Genesis  U.S.) 

Robert.  Isham  came  to  Virginia  in  1635  in  ‘‘The  Globe.” 
Christopher  Branch  was  Justice  in  Charles  City  County 
in  1637  with  Henry  Isham  and  Francis  Epps. 

An  Isham  had  a  patent  in  Northumberland  County  in 


1651. 

From  “Early  Settlers  of  Alabama,”  by  Jas.  E.  Saun¬ 
ders:  “J.  Alex.  Isham  came  from  Fayetteville,  Tennessee, 
to  Lawrence  County,  Alabama,  a  few  years  before  the 
War  Between  the  States.  He  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor.  His  brother  Charles  Isham  was  wounded 
at  Salem  Church  and  died  of  the  wound  in  a  very  short 


time. 


Millington,  son  of  George  Simms,  son  of  Adam,  Sr., 
had  a  son  Flowed  who  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Bishop 
Enoch  George : 


July  22,  1775- — Bond  of  Joseph  Peebles,  Guardian  of 
John  Sims  and  Howell  Sims  Orphans  of  Millington  Sims. 
Security,  John  Jones.  (Guardian  Bonds — Old  Court 
Papers,  Brunswick  Co.,  Va.,  1770-1780. ) 

Marriage  Record,  Brunswick  County,  Nov.  28,  1785, 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Enoch  George,  and  Flowed  Sims. 

In  the  May  ssue  of  “The  Home  Circle”  published  in  1857 
at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  is  this  account:  “Deceased  Bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Flpiscopal  Church — Bishop  Morris  furnishes  the 
following  list,  remarking  that,  omitting  fractions  of  less 
than  three  months,  this  table  shows  the  number  of  years 
alloted  to  each  in  the  episcopal  office.  The  average  is 
twenty  years  and  five-eighths,  which  is  more  than  could 
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be  reasonably  expected,  concerning  the  nature  of  their 
work,  together  with  the  fact  that  they  were  all  past  middle 
age  when  elected  to  office: 

Name  When  Ordained 

Enoch  George  1816 


Time  of  Decease 
1828 


•  •  •  • 


Years  in  Office 

12  1-4 


_ 

-  ’  V  •  '•  y 


V.  • 


CHAPTER  XXIII 


Briggs  And  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims  And  Their 

Descendants. 


(Taken  from  “Adam  Svrnes  And  His  Descendants. ”) 

s 


Zachariah  Sims,  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  fathei 
George  Sims  (son  of  Adam  Symes,  Sr.)  was  the  father 
of  Briggs,  Benjamin  L.,  and  John  W.  Sims.  Shortly  be¬ 
fore  1790  Zachariah  removed  from  Brunswick  Countv. 
Virgina,  to  Halifax  County,  North  Carolina.  In  1794 
Briggs  was  of  Halifax  : 

Oct.  15,  1794 — Matthew  Garrott  of  Warren  County 
to  Briggs  Sims  of  Halifax  County,  North  Carolina,  110 
acres  of  land  in  Warren  on  Lick  Branch  at  a  post  oak  on 
Hawkins  line  ...  to  a  sowerwood  on  Sarah  Merritts  line 


.  .  .  to  Hawkins  line  .  .  .  (Bk.  14,  page  22.) 

By  a  deed  dated  January  13,  1801,  and  recorded  in 
Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  July  27,  1807,  Briggs  Sims 
conveyed  to  John  Harrison  the  place  his  father  had  given 
him  in  Brunswick.  This  land  was  acquired  by  Zachariah 
Sims  from  David  High  and  his  wife  Susanna  on  February 


6,  1783  (unrecorded  deed  in  Brunswick  County)  and  ad¬ 
joined  “a  corner  tree  near  the  pond  at  Cottons.”  The 
High  and  Cotton  families  were  connections  of  John  Sims 
and  his  wife  Sarah  Bullock  of  Virginia  and  Granville 
County,  North  Carolina. 

.Sept.  14,  1802 — Goodman  Smith  of  Granville  County 
to  Briggs  Sims  of  Warren  County,  North  Carolina,  125 
acres  of  land  more  or  less  in  Granville,  Beginning  at  Finch’s 
corner,  etc.  Witnesses,  Joseph  Mangum,  Archibald 
Dugass,  Harbart  Hight.  (Bk.  R,  page  151.) 
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Briggs  Sims  And  His  Brother  John  Buy  Adjoining 

Tracts  Of  Land. 

Nov.  27,  1802 — James  McDaniel  of  Granville  to  Briggs 
Sims  of  Warren  County,  140  acres  of  land  in  Granville 
on  waters  of  Buffalo  Creek  &  on  the  east  side  of  the  Road, 
including  house  and  plantation,  thence  north  with  said 
Sims  line  ...  to  Hunt’s  corner,  etc.  Witnesses,  John  Sims 
William  Dickerson.  (Bk.  R.  page  150.) 

Nov.  27,  1802 — James  McDaniel  of  Granville  to  John 
Sims  of  Warren,  112  acres  of  land  in  Granville  on  Waters 
of  Long  Creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  Road  ...  in  Kit- 
trell’s  line,  thence  south  Thomases*  and  Hunt’s  corner, 
thence  east  with  Hunt's  ...  to  a  Road  ...  to  Hannah  Hunt’s 
line  .  .  .  Witnesses,  Briggs  Sims,  William  Dickerson. 
(Deed  Bk.  R,  page  137.) 

Aug.  29,  1807 — William  Moore  of  Franklin  County, 
North  Carolina,  to  Briggs  Sims  of  Franklin,  236  acres 
of  land  in  Franklin  on  the  west  side  of  Eaves  Creek,  near 
Smith’s  line.  ...  to  Sims  road  to  Bobbitt’s  line,  along 
Bobbitt’s  line  and  Jordan’s  corner,  on  Eaves  Mill  Creek  .  .  . 
(Bk  14,  page  256.) 

Nancy  Duke,  daughter  of  Burwell,  Sr.,  married  Mr. 
Eaves.  Although  Briggs  Sims  bought  and  sold  land  first 
in  one  county  and  then  in  another,  he  was  never  very  far 
from  the  home  of  Burwell  Duke,  Sr.,  which  was  in  that 
corner  of  Wrarren  where  that  county  and  Franklin  and 
Granville  once  met. 

Sept.  15,  1807 — Briggs  Sims  of  Granville  to  W’illiam 
Kittrell  of  Franklin,  90  acres  of  land  in  Granville  on 
Buffalo  Creek.  Witnesses  P.  Hawkins,  John  Wr.  Sims, 
Robert  Jones.  (Bk.  “Y”,  page  191). 

Col.  Philemon  Hawkins  married  Lucy  Davis,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Green)  Duke.  Robert 
Jones  married  Nancy  Duke,  widow  of  John  Christmas 
and  daughter  of  Wiliam  and  Mary  (Green)  Duke.  John 


♦  The  Hawkins  and  Thomas  families  intermarried. 


••  •  •  .  „  .  •*  • 

*  • 


THE  DUKE-SYMES  FAMILY 


213 


\V.  Sims  married  Nancy  Hendrick,  in  Warren  County, 
December  15,  1810. 

Oct.  2,  1809 — Archibald  Jordan  of  Granville  to  Briggs 
Sims  of  Franklin,  lQ6y2  acres  on  Waters  of  Indian 
Creek  in  Granville  .  .  .  Arthur  Jordan’s  field  .  .  .  Wm.  W. 
Reaves.  .  .  .  Thos.  Jordan’s  line  to  a  pine  in  Col.  Phil. 
Hawkins  corner.  .  .  .  Hardy  Harris’s  line.  (Bk.  V.  page 
210.) 

March  13,  1811 — Briggs  Sims  of  Franklin  to  Stephen 
Hendrick  and  John  W.  Sims  of  Granville,  106)4  acres  of 
land  on  Indian  Creek  in  Granville  .  .  .  (Bk.  V,  p.  85.) 

Taxables  in  Granville  County  (1803-1809),  Epping 
Forest  District,  for  the  year  1806: 

John  Sims,  1 12  acres,  1  free  poll,  1  slave 
Benj.  Sims,  125  “  1  “  “ 

Briggs  Sims,  225  “  1  “  “  1  “  1  Stud  Horse 

Tax  Book,  for  year  1810- - Epping  Forest  District, 

Clevis  Duke . 

Benj.  Sims,  125  acres 
Briggs  Sims,  106)4  acres 

Tax  Book,  1820,  Epping  Forest  District, 

Benjamin  Sims,  125  acres 

James  Sims,  212  acres  (son  of  Benjamin.) 

Tax  Book,  year  1825,  Epping  Forest  District 
Benjamin  Sims,  125  acres  on  Long  Creek 

John  W.  Sims  died  in  1811.  Benjamin  L.  died  March 
9,  1835.  He  had  at  least  two  sons,  Benjamin  6  ork  Sims 
whose  only  child  Mary  Holly  Sims  was  born  June  14, 
1841 ;  and  James  (Jimmy)  Sims  who  had  sons  Briggs  and 
John  Sims.  (From  James  (Jimmy)  Sims’s  bible.) 
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Briggs  Sims  and  His  Family  in  Bedford  County, 

Tennessee 


Oct.  13,  1823 — William  H.  Talbot  of  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  to  Briggs  Sims  of  the  same  county  and  state, 
a  tract  of  land  in  Bedford  on  the  Waters  of  Sugar  Creek 
containing  113  acres  of  land.  (Book  R,  456.) 

Briggs  Sims  died  in  Bedford  County  in  1832.  The 
parties  to  the  following  conveyance  were  his  children  and 
his  widow  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  and  concluded  this  twenty 
sixth  day  of,  July  1832  between  Fanny  Sims  widow  and 
relict  of  Briggs  Sims,  deed.,  Washington  Sims,  Briggs 
Sims,  Zachariah  Sims,  John  M.  Sims,  Burwell  Sims,  Holly 
Sims,  Delphia  Sims,  James  Dryden  and  Frances  Dryden 
his  wife  formerly  Frances  Sims,  John  Headlee  and  Polly 
Headlee  his  wife  formerly  Polly  Sims,  Benjamin  Johnson 
and  Sally  Johnson  his  wife  formerly  Sally  Sims,  Bennett 
J.  Robertson  and  Elva  I).  Robertson  his  wife  formerly 
Eiva  D.  Sims,  Clinton  Morrison  and  Nancy  Morrison  his 
wife  formerly  Nancy  Sims,  all  living  devisees  and  iegatees 
of  Briggs  Sims  deed  of  the  one  part  and  Robert  Sims  of 
the  other  part  all  of  the  County  of  Bedford  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee.  Witnessed!  whereas  Briggs  Sims  in  his  life¬ 
time  purchased  from  John  L.  Neil  a  tract  of  land  lying  in 
the  County  of  Bedford  on  Rock  Creek,  a  south  branch  of 
Duck  River,  etc.  (Proved  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn., 
March  14,  1833.) 


Briggs  Sim’s  Family 


in  Greene  County,  Missouri. 


Some  time  in  1832  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims  removed  with 
her  family  from  Bedford  County  to  Greene  County.  Mis¬ 
souri  (“History  of  Greene  County,  Missouri,”  1883). 

January  25,  1845 — Fanny  Sims  of  Greene  County, 
Missouri,  to  John  Headlee  of  the  same  County,  Ten  acres 
of  land,  Beginning  ...  at  the  southeast  corner  of  my 
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Fanny  Sims  tract,  being  the  north  part  of  the  northeast 
quarter  Section  No.  9,  Township  No.  30,  Range  No.  21 
West  .  .  .  including  a  division  fence  running  to  the  west 
boundary  line  ...  to  John  Head  lee's  land.  Acknowledged 
by  Fanny  Sims  before  R.  W.  Sims,  justice  of  the  Peace. 
(Filed  Nov.  12,  1849;  Bk.  E,  page  117.) 

According  to  the  following  disposition  of  Fanny  (Duke) 
Sims’s  land,  she  died  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1849. 
Frances  Gwynn  one  of  the  parties  to  the  transaction  was 
Frances  (Sims)  Dryden.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
James  Dryden  in  1834,  she  married  the  Rev.  Andrew  B. 
Gwynne.  Sophronia  was  Delphia,  her  full  name  being 
Delphia  Sophronia  Sims. 

Nov.  6,  1849— R.  W.  Sims  and  Polly  his  wife,  Z.  Sims 
and  Eliza  his  wife,  G.  W.  Sims,  Nancy  M.  Morrison, 
John  Headlee  and  Polly  his  wife,  Benjamin  Johnson  and 
Sally  his  wife,  A.  B.  Gwvnn  and  Frances  his  wife,  B.  G. 
Sims  and  Mathilda  his  wife,  Robert  Wills  and  Sophronia 
his  wife,  and  Elva  D.  Robberson  to  Burwell  D.  Sims  .  .  . 
Relinquish  sell  and  transfer  all  our  right  title  and  interest 
in  and  to  the  northeast  quarter  section  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  No.  9  Township  No.  30,  Range  No.  21 
west.  Alsc>  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  No.  9,  etc. 
Registered  May  10,  1850,  Greene  County,  Mo. 

HOLLY  SIMS,  one  of  the  younger  daughters  of  Briggs 
and  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims,  died  about  1842.  On  January 
23,  1834,  in  Greene  County,  Missouri,  she  married  Rev. 
Harris  G.  Joplin.  He  and  William  G.  Duke  were  two  of 
the  ministers  sent  in  1831  by  Bishop  Roberts  to  “that  wild 
and  sparsely  settled  field  of  labor,  the  Arkansas  Territory,” 
where  Rev.  H.  G.  Joplin  served  from  1831  to  1836,  when 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Missouri  Conference.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  for  a  number  of  years  the  western  boun¬ 
dary  of  Arkansas  Territory  was  a  line  beginning  near 
Fulton  on  the  Red  River  and  running  in  a  northeasterly 
direction  to  the  mouth  of  Point  Remove  Creek  on  the 
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Arkansas  River,  thence  to  a  place  on  White  River  near 
Batesville.  All  west  of  that  line  belonged  to  the  Indians. 
By  consulting  the  minutes  it  will  be  seen  that  some  of  the 
most  efficient  preachers  of  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Conferences  were  appointed  to  labor  among  the  Indians. 
Such  men  as  H.  G.  Joplin,  Andrew  Hunter,  and  others. 
(Abstracted  from  “Methodism  in  Arkansas,”  by  Horace 
J  ewelle. ) 

Rev.  David  Clark  Joplin  was  born  in  Arkansas,  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1834,  and  died  in  Murphysboro,  Illinois,  March 
23,  1899.  He  was  a  minister  in  the  Illinois  Conference 
and  son  of  Rev.  Harris  G.  Joplin  of  Greene  County,  Mo., 
later  of  Jasper  County,  and  the  city  of  Joplin  was  named 
in  his  honor.  He  died  in  1853.  His  wife  Holly  Sims 
was  born  in  Tennessee.  (From  the  “Illinois  Methodist,” 
published  at  Murphysboro,  and  dated  April  5,  1899.) 
Harris  G.  Joplin  was  an  Indian  missionary  and  had  an 
Indian  Trading  post  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  Joplin, 
Missouri. 

GEORGE  W.  SIMS  (called  Washington)  was  the 
oldest  child  of  Briggs  and  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims.  He  was 
born  in  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  January  14,  1797. 
“George  W.  Sims  was  born  in  the  ‘Old  Dominion.’  His 
father  Briggs  Sims  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia  and  his 
mother  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims  was  born  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  whither  Mr.  Sims  went  when  he  was  a  young  man 
and  where  he  was  married.  Some  time  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Briggs  Sims  and  his  wife  moved  to  Tennessee  and 
there  engaged  in  farming  and  raised  a  family  of  seven  sons 
and  seven  daughters.  Of  this  family  George  W.  Sims,  the 
oldest  son,  and  Burwell  Sims,  the  youngest,  are  the  only 
survivors.  Mr.  Brings  Sims  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
grandfathers,  Zachariah  Sims  and  Burl  Duke,  were  born 
in  America  of  parents  of  English  descent.  .  .  The  first 
wife  of  G.  W.  Sims  was  Rachael  Muckelroy.  .  .  .  Having 
lost  his  first  wife,  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Hamblin  who 
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was  born  in  Hardin  County,  Tennessee,  in  1826.  This 
lady  is  a  niece  of  Ex-President  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Crosslin)  Hamb¬ 
lin.  .  .  .  Mr.  Sims  is  a  living  representative  of  the  war  of 
1812  .  .  .  about  a  year  ago  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  pension 
from  the  United  States  Government.”  (“History  of  Ben¬ 
ton,  Washington  .  .  .  Counties,  Arkansas,"  page  1139.) 

Mary  Ann  Sims,  daughter  of  George  W.  Sims,  married 
John  Rose  Guynn  oi  Greene  County,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Joe 
Hindman  of  Seattle,  Washington,  and'  Hope,  Idaho,  is  a 
descendant  of  John  Rose  and  Mary  Ann  (Sims)  Guynn. 

JOHN  M.  SIMS  died  in  November  1844,  in  Greene 
County,  Missouri,  and  left  one  son,  John  Sims,  who  was 
six  years  of  age  and  living  with  John  and  Mary  (Sims) 
Headlee  in  1850  (census).  Zachariah  and  Burwell  Duke 
Sims  were  appointed  administrators  of  John  M.  Sims  es¬ 
tate  November  26,  1844,  Greene  County  Court. 

JUDGE  ROBERT  W.  SIMS  was  born  in  1810  and 
died  December  1854  in  Greene  County,  Missouri.  His 
wife  Mary  Ann  Adams  (died  July  1851)  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Archibald  C.  Adams  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
and  Greene  County.  Their  daughter  Nancy  Jane  Sims 
married  November  23,  1854,  Marcus  L.  Abernathy,  wm 
of  John  Y.  and  Mathilda  Sharp  (Alexander)  Abernatuy. 
and  grandson  of  David  Abernathy,  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  his  wife  Christina  Forney,  sister  of  General 
Peter  Forney  of  Lincoln  County,  North  Carolina,  patriot 
and  Revolutionary  soldier.  General  Forney’s  wife  v-  o 
Nancy,  daughter  of  David  Abernathy,  Sr.  1  heir  eldest 
son,  Daniel  M.  Forney,  married  Harriet  Brevard,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Captain  Alexander  Brevard,  brother  of  Ephraim. 
On  page  238  of  Wheeler’s  “Historical  Sketches  ot  North 
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Carolina,”  it  is  stated  that  Ephraim  Brevard  drew  up  the 
resolutions  embodied  in  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Marcus  L.  Abernathy  enlisted  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army  in  1861.  He  received  a  wound  at  the  Battle 
of  Pea  Ridge  which  cost  him  his  left  leg.  Ophelia  Aber¬ 
nathy,  daughter  of  Marcus  L.  and  Nancy  Jane  (Sims) 
Abernathy,  married  Rev.  Walter  Tennant  McClure, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Minister.  He  was  a  great-grandson 
of  Daniel  Kennedy  who  was  with  Colonel  Sevier’s  regi¬ 
ment  at  the  Battle  of  King’s  Mountain.  Miss  Mabel  B. 
McClure,  Genealogist  and  Librarian  of  Carnegie  Library, 
Enid,  Oklahoma,  and  Maude  M.  McClure  (Mrs.  Harry 
Snare)  are  daughters  of  Rev.  Walter  Tennant  and  Ophelia 
(Abernathy)  McClure.  (Mabel  McClure’s  “Abernathy 
and  Sims  Families.”) 


REV.  BRIGGS  G.  SIMS,  minister,  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  South,  “was  born  in  Granville  County,  North 
Carolina,  April  11,  1809,  and  died  November  1.  1865,  at 
the  home  of  his  brother  Burrell  Sims,  in  Benton  County, 
Arkansas,  on  his  return  from  his  last  appointment.  Pie 
was  a  faithful  and  efficient  minister  of  Christ,  undergoing 
many  hardships,  performing  much  hard  labor  for  the 
church,  bending  everything  subservient  to  religious  ends. 

.  .  .  Brother  Sims  was  converted  to  Christ  when  twenty- 

four  rears  old  and  ioined  the  M.  E.  Church  South.  In 
»  •/ 

the  division  of  1844  his  convictions  led  him  with  the 
Southern  branch  of  Methodism.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  at  the  Second  Quarterly  Conference  of  Springfield 
District  Missouri  Conference  in  the  year  1845.  .  .  .  He 
left  as  a  legacy  to  the  church  the  wife  of  his  first  love  and 
four  children  of  religious  culture  and  Christian  devotion. 
....  He  was  a  Master  Mason  of  good  standing  in  Pea 

Ridge  Lodge  119 . David  Ross.  WESTERN 

METHODIST  please  copy.” 

Rev.  Briggs  G.  Sims  married  Mathilda  S.  Allison.  Their 
daughter  Mary  Sims  married  David  Mooney.  4  hey  were 
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the  parents  of  Dr.  Fletcher  Mooney,  a  noted  surgeon  of 
St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Rev.  Briggs  Sims  had  a  son  Robert 
Swepson,  called  Swep,  named  for  Swepson  Sims,  son  of 
Leonard  Henley  and  Sarah  (Swepson)  Sims  of  Granville 
County,  N.  C. 


REV.  BURWELL  DUKE  SIMS  died  January  4, 
1894,  in  Pea  Ridge,  Benton  County,  Arkansas.  He  “was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Green  County  and  a  faithful 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  lived 
about  ten  miles  north  of  Springfield,  near  the  Mt.  Comfort 
church.  Judge  F.  R.  Porter’s  father  was  a  neighbor  and 
the  Judge  distinctly  remembers  Rev.  Sims  and  family.  The 
mother  of  the  late  Dr.  Edwin  Taylor  Robberson  was  a 
sister  of  the  venerable  minister.  Rev.  Sims  was  a  brother 
of  Zachariah  Sims  (another  pioneer  of  Greene  County) 
and  the  father  of  Dr.  Leonard  M.  Sims. 

“Rev.  Sims  will  be  remembered  by  old  citizens  who 
heard  him  preach  in  the  days  when  churches  were  few  and 
schoolhouses  more  widely  scattered  than  at  present,  lie 
was  a  good  citizen  as  well  as  a  devoted  Christian.  He 
lived  in  Greene  County  until  after  the  close  of  the  war 
when  he  removed  to  Benton  County,  Arkansas.  .  .  .” 
(From  the  St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat  January  5,  1894.) 

Rev.  Burwell  Duke  Sims  married  May  30,  1854,  Eliza 
A.  Montgomery,  daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  C.  and  Mary 
(Miller)  Montgomery.  Their  son  Doctor  Leonard  M. 
Sims  attended  the  Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis, 
graduating  in  1882.  He  was  already  of  distinction  in  his 
profession  at  the  time  of  his  death,  February  24,  1884,  in 
his  twenty-ninth  year.  (From  “Greene  County  History,” 
1883,  page  660.)  Zachariah  Briggs  Sims,  another  son  of 
Rev.  Burwell  Duke  Sims,  resides  in  Benton  County,  Ar¬ 
kansas. 


ZACHARIAH  SIMS,  Planter,  was  born  January  2/, 
1815,  and  died  November  1,  1882,  in  Greene  County.  1  le 
married,  firstly,  March  7,  1839,  Eliza  M.  Adams,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Archibald  C.  Adams,  and,  secondly,  June  30,  1857, 
Susan  Robards,  widow  of  Edwin  Robards,  Methodist  min¬ 
ister.  Zachariah  Sims’s  son  Dotson  Adam  Sims  married 
Harriet  Isabel  Robberson,  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Ellen 
(Leathers)  Robberson  and  niece  of  Bennett  and  Elvira 
(Sims)  Robberson.  Their  daughter  Alva  Bell  Sims  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Truman  Chalker.  Zachariah  Sims  had  a  son 
Leonard  Henley  Sims. 


LEONARD  HENLEY  SIMS,  of  whom  no  records 
were  found,  was  a  son  of  Briggs  and  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims. 
This  name,  which  still  persists  in  the  family,  came  down 
from  Leonard  Henley  Bullock  and  Leonard  Henley  Sims, 
Sr.,  both  of  Granville  County,  North  Carolina.  Hon. 
Leonard  Henley  Sims,  Congressman  from  Greene  County, 
Missouri  (1844-1848)  was  the  son  of  Leonard  H.  Sims, 
Sr.,  and  his  wife  Sarah  Swepson,  and  grandson  of  John 
Sims  and  his  wife  Sarah  Bullock. 

ELVIRA  (ELVA)  SIMS  was  born  in  Granville 
County,  North  Carolina,  November  19,  1808,  and  died  in 
Texas  in  1866.  In  Shelby ville,  Tennessee,  in  1826,  she 
was  married  to  Bennett  Robberson,  Planter,  son  of  Abed- 
nego  and  Elizabeth  (Pettigrew)  Robberson.  He  served 
for  several  terms  in  the  Missouri  State  Legislature.  His 
death  occurred  July  19,  1847.  Their  second  son,  Dr. 
Edwin  Taylor  Robberson,  graduated  from  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  Philadelphia,  and  began  his  practice  in  Springfield, 
Missouri.  The  “Historv  of  Greene  Countv,  Mo.,”  says 
that  Bennett  and  Elvira  (Sims)  Robberson'* s  son  Edwin 
Taylor  Robberson  became  a  prominent  physician  and  an 
honoured  citizen  of  this  county.  His  sagacious  invest¬ 
ments  in  land  and  in  city  real  estate  and  a  large  practice 
brought  him  a  fortune.” 

Dr.  Robberson  was  president  of  the  National  Exchange 
Bank  of  Springfield,  a  trustee  and  a  member  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  Drury  College,  Springfield,  Missouri. 
He  married,  April  18,  1854,  Elizabeth  Jane  Sproul,  a 
relative  of  jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederacy. 
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Their  daughters,  all  living  in  or  near  Springfield,  are  Alice, 
Mrs.  Lee  Holland;  Harriet  Bailey,  Mrs.  John  P.  Morris; 
Georgia,  Mrs.  Robert  Clark;  and  Lyda,  Mrs.  Arch  John¬ 
son.  Elizabeth  Clark,  wife  of  Dr.  Winfred  Post  of  Jop¬ 
lin,  Missouri,  is  a  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Edwin  Taylor 
Robberson. 

MARY  (POLLY)  SIMS  married  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  July  17,  1828,  John  Headlee,  Planter,  son  of 
Elisha  Headlee,  Revolutionary  solder,  and  uncle  of  Hon. 
Samuel  W..  Plead! ee,  one  of  Greene  County’s  early  and 
most  distinguished  citizens.  John  Headlee  died  February 
1881  and  his  wife  Jany.  7%  1876.  Their  children  were 
Nancy  Jane  and  Mary  Adelaide.  Nancy  Jane  married 
Edward  Littleton  Abernathy  October  5,  1854  (Greene 
County  record),  grandson  of  David  and  Christina  (For¬ 
ney)  Abernathy.  Mary  Adelaide  married,  firstly,  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1857,  James  Alexander  Montgomery,  son  of  judge 
Joseph  C.  and  Mary  (Miller)  Montgomery.  She  married, 
secondly,  March  22,  1871,  Rev.  Calvin  Coleman  Wright, 
son  of  John  and  Peninah  (Dale)  Wright  of  Fentress 
County,  Tennessee.  In  1858  he  entered  the  itinerant 
service  of  the  church  and  was  preaching  until  1862,  when 
he  joined  the  Confederate  army  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war  as  chaplain  of  General  John  B.  Clark’s  division. 
He  lived  in  Louisiana  until  1867  when  he  returned  to 
Missouri  and  entered  the  traveling  ministry.  In  1869  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Springfield  circuit,  and  was  upon  that 
work  until  1871.  He  was  next  appointed  to  Bolivar  sta¬ 
tion  until  1874.  During  this  time  he  had  his  residence  at 
Morrisville,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  organizing  and 
starting  the  college  at  that  place.  Pie  went  to  California 
where  he  preached  four  or  five  years,  and  was  finally 
located  there.”  (“History  of  Greene  County,  Missouri,” 
1883,  pages  902,  903.) 

DELPHIA  SOPHRONIA  SIMS,  youngest  daughter 
of  Briggs  and  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims,  married  Robert  \\  ills, 
son  of  Gray  Wills. 
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June  16,  1847 — Robert  Wills  and  his  wife  Sophronia 
Wills  to  Zacharia.li  Sims,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Greene 
County. 

The  “History  of  Greene  County,  Missouri,”  1883,  says 
that  in  1840  “The  Whig  party  for  the  first  time  formid¬ 
able  in  the  country,  renominated  Gen.  Harrison  as  its  can¬ 
didate  for  President  with  John  Tyler  of  Virginia  for  Vice- 
President.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  Whigs  were  Dr. 
Thos.  J.  Bailey,  Gray  Wills  .  .  .” 


From  the  same  source,  “In  the  summer  and  fall  of  1849 
a  few  left  this  country  for  the  new  Eldorado:  Nathaniel 
Dryden,  S.  W.  Headlee,  John  S.  Robberson,  William  D. 
Sims,  William  Sims,  W.  D.  Sproul,  Caswell  Duke,  and 
Robert  Wills.”  Nathaniel  Dryden  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Frances  (Sims)  Dryden.  From  California,  Nathaniel 
Dryden  sent  his  half-sister  Mary  Adelaide  G wvnne  a  ring 
made  from  a  nugget  of  gold  which  was  one  of  her  treas¬ 
ured  possessions. 

SALLY  SIMS  married  Benjamin  Johnson  before  1823, 
in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  They  had  Briggs,  Harris, 
and  Melissa  M.  Johnson.  (Probate  Court  Greene  County, 
Missouri,  record,  dated  Nov.  16,  1857,  in  the  matter  of 
the  Estate  of  Harris  Johnson  minor  heir  of  Benjamin 


Johnson,  deck!.) 

NANCY  SIMS  married  Henry  C.  Morrison  in  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  Tennessee.  In  the  Probate  Court  Greene 
County,  Missouri,  there  is  an  affidavit  as  to  his  heirs 
Filed  Feby.  12,  3849:  “The  Affiant,  David  S.  Guinn, 
.  .  .  says  that  on  or  about  .  .  .  days  of  October  A.D.  1846, 
Henry  C.  Morrison,  late  of  said  County  of  Greene  died 
having  at  the  time  of  his  death  heirs  at  law,  Nancv  Mor- 
risen  widow  of  deceased,  and  Frances,  Alexander,  Mar¬ 
garet  G.,  Joseph,  Robert  and  Sarah  Morrison,  minor  heirs 
of  said  deceased. 


Margaret  G.  Morrison  married  George  S.  Piper, 
children  were  ali  of  Oakdale,  Washington. 


Their 
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“George  S.  Piper  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Virginia,  July  16,  1828,  and  is  the  oldest  child  of  Samuel 
Piper,  a  prominent  farmer  in  that  county.  George  S. 
married  March  4,  1856,  Miss  Margaret  G.,  daughter  of 
Henry  C.  Morrison  of  this  county  who  came  to  Ebenezer, 
Greene  County,  Missouri,  about  1830.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  twelve  children.  In  August  Mr.  Piper  enlisted 
in  the  enrolled  Missouri  militia,  in  Capt.  Geo.  A.  Dillard’s 
company  E,  Col.  C.  B.  Holland.  Samuel  Piper,  father 
of  George  S.  was  born  October  11,  1802,  in  Washington 
County,  Virginia.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Smith 
of  his  native  county,  tier  ancestors  were  early  settlers 
in  Virginia.  Besides  George  S.,  he  had  sons  Theophilus 
C.  and  L.  T.  L.  T.  Piper  was  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  in  Captain  Theophilus  C.  Piper’s  company.  They 
were  both  in  the  Battle  of  Springfield,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1863.  .  .  .  (“History  of  Greene  County,”  1883.) 

Greene  County,  Missouri,  1850  Census. 

Return  of  Mary  (Polly)  Sims  who  married  John  Head- 
lee,  Planter.  John  Headlee  Simms,  son  of  John  M.  Simms 
(died  1844)  was  living  in  Mr.  Headlee’s  home. 

John  Headlee,  45  male  Farmer  1,200  acres 


Born  N.G. 


Mary  L.  “  44  female 

Nancy  G.  “  18  “  (error,  born, 


Tenn.) 


Mary  A.  “  16  “ 

John  H.  Simms  6  male 


Briggs  G.  Simms  40  male  Farmer  1,200  acres 


Mathilda 


37  female 
16  “ 

14  male 


Born  N.G. 

“  Tenn. 


<< 


u 
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tt 

7  female 

tt  tt 

Bennett 

tt 

6  male  ' 

tt  tt 

Sarah  E. 

tt 

2  female 

tt  a 

Zachariah  Sims 

35  male  Farmer  1,500 

acres 

Born  N.C. 

Eliza  M. 

tt 

36  female 

“  Tenn. 

Dodson  A. 

tt 

10  male 

Frances  G. 

tt 

9  female 

Sarah  I). 

tt 

7  “ 

Mary  A.  D. 

tt 

6  " 

Briggs  P. 

tt 

4  male 

Archibald  C. 

tt 

1  “ 

North  Carolina 

is  given  as  the  birthplace 

of  Zachariah 

Sims’s  children.  They  were  born  in  Greene  County,  Mis- 

souri,  as  Zachariah 

’s  records  are  recorded  in  Greene  County 

from  1841  until  h 

iis  death  in  1882.  Robert  W.  Sims’s 

records  begin 

with  the  year  1839  and  he  was 

in  the  county 

earlier. 

FRANCES  SIMS,  daughter  of  Briggs  and  Fanny 

(Duke)  Sims 

died 

August  27,  1875.  in  Little  Rock,  Arkan- 

sas  (recorded  in  the  bible  of  her  son-in-law  William  P. 
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Davison).  She  married,  firstly,  in  Shelby ville,  Tennessee, 
James  Dryden,  great-grandson  of  David  Dryden  who  was 
in  1742  in  the  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  Militia  (Col¬ 
lection  of  Manuscripts  made  by  Dr.  Lyman  Chalkley,  Dean 
of  the  College  of  Law,  Kentucky  University),  and  son  of 
Nathaniel  Dryden  (son  of  Thomas)  and  his  wife  Mary 
McClure  whom  he  married  1785  (“History  of  Rock¬ 
bridge  County,  Virginia,”  by  Orin  F.  Morton.) 

The  “History  of  Tennessee,”  1886,  pages  885-887,  says 
of  Marshall  County,  Tennessee  (taken  in  1837  from  Bed¬ 
ford)  :  “Most  of  the  settlers  came  here  to  live  on  land 
which  had  been  granted  to  Revolutionary  soldiers  hv 
North  Carolina  for  services  rendered  in  the  war.  .  .  .  Early 
in  1807  Nathaniel  Dryden  emigrated  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina  to  his  grant  of  land  where  Belfast  now  stands.”  Na¬ 
thaniel  Dryden  was  at  the  Battle  of  King's  Mountain  and 
had  the  rank  of  second-lieutenant: 

King’s  Mountain  Soldiers. 

(Box  8,  Unindexed  Material,  Virginia  State  Library.) 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  within  is  a  true  list  of  the  men 
of  my  Company  which  found  each  Six  Days  provisions 
from  home  upon  the  Expedition  to  King’s  Mountain  ot 
which  1  omitted  to  make  an  account  in  the  pay  Roll  by 
which  I  have  settled  for  sd.  Service. 

David  Beatie,  Capt. 

April  17,  1781 


Teste:  Jas.  Dysart 


This  Roll  was  Duly  proved 
day  of  April,  1781. 


Before  me  this  Twenty*,  th 
Jas.  Dysart. 
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A  True  List  of  the  men  which  served  under  me  To 
King's  Mountain: 

Dvd.  Beatie — Capt. 

Robert  Edmondson — Leut. 

Nathaniai  Driden — Second  Leut. 

(For  others  see  ‘“Adam  Syrnes  and  His  Descend¬ 
ants.”) 


Nathaniel  and  Mary  (McClure)  Dryden’s  younger  sons 
were  Thomas  who  died  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in 
1863  (had  sons  Nathaniel  and  Thomas)  ;  Robert  McClure 
Dryden  of  Marshall  County  (died  in  1862 ;  had  sons  James 
and  Nathaniel)  and  James  Dryden. 

James  Dryden  married  Frances  Sims  in  Bedford  County. 
He  died  in  Greene  County,  Missouri,  August  1834  and 
was  buried  in  Mt.  Comfort  Cemetery  (“Greene  County 
History,”  1883).  Their  sons  were  Nathaniel  who  re¬ 
moved  from  Greene  County  to  California  in  1849  and 
resided  there,  and  Robert  McClure  Drvden  who  died  No- 
vember  1,  1873,  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  at  the  home 
of  his  mother  Frances  (Sims  Dryden)  Gwynne  (record 
in  the  bible  of  his  brother-in-law  William  P.  Davison). 

Old  Records  of  Bonds,  page  31.  In  the  Probate  Court 
of  Greene  County,  Missouri. 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  Presents  that  I  John  Headlee 
principal  and  Fanny  Sims  and  Bennet  Robertson  securities 
are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  State  of  Missouri  in 
the  full  and  just  sum  of  .  .  .  Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated 
Springfield  the  19th  day  of  August  1834. 

The  Condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  if  the 
above  bounden  John  Headley  Administrator  of  all  and 
singular  the  goods  and  chatties  rights  and  credits  which 
were  of  James  Driden  deceased,  do  make  or  cause  to  be 
made  a  true  and  perfect  inventory,  etc.  .  .  . 

Fanny  Sims,  security,  was  Fanny  (Duke)  Sims,  wife 
of  Briggs  Sims  and  mother  of  Frances  Sims  Dryden. 
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Judge  John  D.  S.  Dryden,  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Missouri  in  1864,  was  a  descendant  of  David 
Dryden,  Sr.,  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  and  son  of 
another  Nathaniel  (son  of  David,  Jr.)  and  his  wife  Mar¬ 
garet  Craig  of  Washington  County,  Virginia,  and  of 
Mountgomery  County,  Missouri. 

Frances  Sims  Dryden  married,  secondly,  on  April  30, 
1837,  in  Greene  County,  Missouri,  Rev.  Harris  G.  Jop¬ 
lin  officiating,  Rev.  Andrew  B.  Gwynne,  Methodist  min¬ 
ister.  He  died  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  in  1892. 

The  various  spellings  of  the  name  are  Gwynne,  Gwynn, 
Gwin,  Guin,  Guynn,  etc. 

Andrew  B.  Gwynne 
Clerical  Credentials 


KNOW  ALL  MEN  BY  THESE  PRESENTS:  That 
I,  Edward  R.  Ames,  One  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  under 
the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  with  a  single  eye 
to  his  glory,  bv  the  imposititon  of  my  hands  and  prayer, 
have  this  day  set  apart  ANDREW  B.  GWINN  for  the 
Office  of  a  Deacon  in  the  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  man  who  in  the  judgment  of  the  St.  Louis  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  is  well  qualified  for  that  work,  and  he  is  hereby 
recommended  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  as  a  proper 
person  to  administer  the  Ordinance  of  Baptism,  Marriage 
and  Burial  of  the  Dead  in  the  absence  of  an  Elder  and  to 
feed  the  Flock  of  Christ,  so  long  as  his  spirit  and  practice 
are  such  as  become  the  Gospel  of  Christ  and  he  continueth 
to  hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  according  to  the 
established  doctrins  of  the  Gospel. 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF.  I  have  hereunto  set 


my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my  office  this  Twelfth  day  of 
March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  Eight 
Hundred  and  Seventy  One. 


E.  R.  Ames  (Seal) 
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Done  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Filed  for  record  March  7,  1872,  Recorded  J.farch  11 
1S.2,  in  Record  Book  of  Ministers’  Credentials  Vo!  B 

C"",y  C“'s  «**  U&f  Rock,' 


CHAPTER  XXIV 


Mary  Adelaide  Gwynne,  Daughter  of  Rev.  Andrew 
B.  And  Frances  (Sims  Dryden)  G Wynne. 


Some  time  before  and  during  the  War  Between  the 
States  Rev,  Andrew  B.  G Wynne  and  his  wife  were  Jiving 
in  Searcy,  Arkansas.  Their  daughter  Mary  Adelaide  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  Missouri,  July  7,  1842,  and  died 
in  Denver,  Colorado,  March  22,  1909.  On  September  18, 
1866,  in  Searcy,  Arkansas,  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart  officiating, 
she  was  married  to  William  P.  Davison,  born  February  4, 
1844.  The  1880  census  says  W.  P.  Davison  was  born  in 
Virginia.  But  according  to  family  records  he  was  horn  in 
Pennsylvania  and  brought  up  in  Virginia  by  his  grand¬ 
mother.  His  father  was  Malon  Davison,  born  October 


15,  1812,  at  Keystone  Mills,  Fayette  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  died  January  25,  1883. 

The  couple  soon  moved  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  In 
1873  Mr.  Davison  was  assistant  clerk  of  the  House.  Henry 
M.  Cooper  was  clerk.  With  others  Mr.  Davison  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  bringing  the  Southwestern  Bell  Telephone 
Company  and  Postal  Telegraph  Company  to  Little  Rock. 
With  Hon.  Richard  C.  Kerens  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
with  others,  he  developed  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas.  While 
engaged  in  many  enterprises,  his  evenings  were  as  often 
as  possible  devoted  to  reading.  His  favorite  magazine 
was  The  Chautauqua.  In  his  youth  he  joined  a  theatrical 
company  and  for  several  years  traveled  over  the  country 
playing  in  Shakespeare’s  tragedies  and  Shakespeare  re¬ 
mained  his  favorite  author. 

William  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Gwynne)  Davison’s  son 
Frederick  Malon  had  William  P.  Davison,  Jr.,  now  a 
student,  in  his  senior  year, — and  on  the  Dean’s  List,  at 
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the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Their  daugh¬ 
ter  Jane  Sims  Davison  married  Emmet  Morris,  president 
of  W.  B.  Worthen  Company,  Bankers,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  and  of  the  East  Arkansas  Builders'  Supply 
Company. 

After  a  few  years  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  office 
of  Colonel  Patrick  Raleigh,  Mr.  Morris  became  a  partner 
in  the  firm.  Colonel  Raleigh’s  first  wife  was  a  sister  of 
General  John  W.  Foster,  American  soldier,  diplomatist, 
and  secretary  of  state  ( 1892-1893).  His  second  wife  was 
Miss  Annie  Rearden  of  Little  Rock.  In  his  will,  probated 
in  1908,  he  asks  that  Emmet  Morris  whom  he  considered 
almost  as  a  son  be  allowed  to  purchase  his  half- interest  in 
the  business  and  to  have  all  the  time  he  desired  in  paying 
for  it. 

But  Colonel  Raleigh  retired  on  account  of  failing  health 
shortly  after  making  his  will  and,  before  his  death,  Mr. 
Morris  acquired  his  interest  and  Mr.  Robert  \V.  New¬ 
ell,  one  of  Little  Rock’s  most  beloved  citizens,  entered 
the  firm.  Some  time  in  1908  these  two  young  men  sold 
their  interests  to  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company  of  which 
institution  Mr.  Morris  became  treasurer  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  Mr.  Newell  the  head  of  the  in¬ 
surance  department. 

In  1914  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Newell  resigned  from  the 
Mercantile  Trust  Company  and,  with  Mr.  Harry  Lasker, 
organized  the  Lasker-Morris  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
which  became  a  successful  enterprise  in  spite  of  world-war 
conditions.  In  1919  The  Arkansas  Banker  stated,  “At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Little  Rock  Clearinghouse  Asso¬ 
ciation  Emmet  Morris,  vice  president  of  the  Lasker-Morris 
Bank  &  Trust  Company,  wras  elected  president.  This  is  a 
high  honor  conferred  on  one  of  the  youngest  Little  Rock 
bankers  and  representative  of  one  of  the  youngest  trust 
companies.” 

Finding  his  health  uncertain,  Mr.  Lasker  retired  from 
active  business  and,  in  1922  being  approached  by  W.  B. 
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Worthen  Company,  Bankers,  Mr.  Morris  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Worthen  Bank  whereby  the  two  firms 
were  merged.  Mr.  Newell  was  made  secretary  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  and  Mr.  Morris  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  cashier  of  W.  B.  Worthen  Company,  Bankers, 
then  one  of  the  smaller  but  the  oldest  bank  in  the  city. 
It  is  now  the  largest  in  the  state.  In  January  1926  Mr. 
Morris  was  elected  president. 

YY  ith  full  realization  of  the  economic  disaster  facing 
the  country  over  a  period  of  more  than  five  years  the 
officers  were  preparing  the  bank  to  meet  the  crisis,  which 
came  in  1933.  After  the  holiday,  W.  B.  Worthten  Com¬ 
pany  was  the  only  bank  in  the  city  to  resume  business  on 
an  unrestricted  basis,  and  it  made  the  following  announce¬ 
ment,  “While  borrowing  by  a  bank  for  seasonal  require¬ 
ments  or  legitimate  purposes  is  not  a  subject  for  criticism, 
we  state  for  the  information  of  our  customers  that  this 
bank  has  no  bills  payable  or  rediscounts  at  the  present 
time.” 

But  these  years  and  those  that  followed  were  distressful 
enough  to  Mr.  Morris.  Real  estate  that  had  been  bought 
at  the  peak  of  prices  was  worth  less. — in  fact,  adjustment 
of  values,  always  inevitable,  had  finally  to  be  made,  ft 
had  always  been  a  fundamental  principle  of  his  character 
that  a  debt  should  be  paid  no  matter  what  the  cost.  But 
his  sympathy  turned  more  to  the  man  who  could  not  pay 
all  his  debt  but  paid  what  he  could  with  all  he  had  and  vet 


could  not  satisfy  his  creditor.  It  was  a  heart-sickening 
business  that  made  him  declare,  “No  man  in  his  right 
senses  could  want  to  be  a  banker!” 

Mr.  Morris  is  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
Ada  Thompson  Memorial  Home — for  old  ladies.  He  was 
the  third  president  of  the  Community  Chest,  and  one  of 
its  organizers  and  directors  of  the  board  in  l(,-3. 
ing  the  depression,  on  the  recommendation  ot  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bankers  Association,  he  was  appointed  liaison  officer 
for  Arkansas, — or  contact  man  between  the  banks  and  the 
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government,  by  the  assistant  federal  housing  administra¬ 
tor,  Washington,  I).  C. ;  and  was  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  of  the  Pulaski  County  Relief  Board.  Mr. 
Morris  is  a  past  vice-president  and  governor  of  the  Little 
Rock  Country  Club. 

Emmet  Morris  was  the  son  of  Wirt  and  Mary  S. 
(Crone)  Morris;  grandson  of  James  and  Mary  A.  (Wil¬ 
kinson)  Morris  (  Janies  Morris  was  born  Dec.  11,  1790, 
in  Harrison  County,  Virginia;  died  March  28,  1864; 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Tyler  County,  Virginia,  1846- 
1849;  later  of  Richie  County,  West  Virginia,  and  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister)  and  great-grandson  of  Rev.  Isaac  Morris, 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  for  sixty  years  a  Baptist  min¬ 
ister. 

For  faithful  services  in  the  Revolutionary  war  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Morris  received  military  warrant  No.  2217  for  200 
acres  of  land  in  the  military  district  of  the  Ohio  country, 
now  state  of  Ohio. 


“Council  Chamber,  Richmond,  January  3,  1784 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  Isaac  Morris  is  entitled  to  the 
proportion  of  land  allowed  a  soldier  of  the  continental  line 
who  served  three  years  and  was  enlisted  for  the  war. 

(Signed)  Benjamin  Harrison 

Thos.  Meri weather.” 


Thomas  Morris,  brother  of  James  and  fifth  son  of  Rev. 
Isaac  Morris  and  his  wife  Ruth  Henton,  was  born  Janu¬ 
ary  3,  1776,  and  died  December  7,  1844.  He  was  elected 
United  States  senator  from  Ohio,  serving  from  March 
4,  1833,  to  March  3,  1839.  In  the  Federal  senate  he  was 
the  associate  of  Clay,  Webster,  Calhoun,  and  Willie  Person 
Mangum.  (For  the  latter  see  page  112.)  He  was  seated 
in  the  senate  between  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Mangum. 
Col.  Thomas  Hart  Benton  was  upon  the  the  same  tier,  as 
was  Mr.  Clay  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chamber. 
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Thomas  Morris  was  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  his 
time.  On  August  30,  1843,  lie  was  the  nominee  of  the 
Liberal  party  for  vice  president  of  the  United  States  on 
the  ticket  with  J.  G.  Birney,  an  American  leader  of  the 
political  abolitionists  (anti-slavery).  Birney  and  this  Lib¬ 
eral  party  wielded  such  political  power  in  western  New 
York  and  elsewhere  as  to  cause  the  defeat  of  Henry  Clay 
(Kentucky  Whig)  and  the  election  of  James  K.  Polk  (Ten¬ 
nessee  Democrat).  From  Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 

Senator  Thomas  Morris’s  debate  in  the  Federal  senate, 
February  9,  1839,  with  Henry  Clay  and  John  C.  Calhoun 
and  other  noted  senators  of  that  day  won  him  national 
fame  as  a  fearless  champion  of  human  liberty.  On  hear¬ 
ing  of  his  death,  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase  declared,  “His 
memory  should  be  kept  freshly  green  among  the  lovers  of 
liberty  and  progress.” 

Hon.  Joseph  M.  Beck,  for  many  years  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Iowa  and  for  six  years  chief  justice; 
Hon.  Matthew  Mansfield  Neely  of  Fairmount,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  member  of  Congress  ( 1913-1921 )  and  United  States 
senator  (1923-1929)  ;  and  Hon.  Scotland  G.  Highland  of 
Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  author  of  “Descendants  Of 
The  Rev.  Isaac.  Morris,”  are  descendants  of  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Morris. 
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APPENDIX 


Elizabeth  Duke,  Daughter  of  Colonel  Henry 
Duke.  Mason  and  Binns  Families. 

To  the  Worp  Corns  of  Surry  The  humble  pet  of 
Thos :  Binns  sheweth  That  Mrs.  Eliz:  Masonn  wife  of 
Mr  James  Masonn  hath  in  a  vile,  &  Scurrilous  Manner 
scandelizecl,  &  defamed  Martha  ye.  wife  of  yr  pet  even 
to  the  ruine  of  yr  pet  sd  wives  Credditt  &  to  the  great 
Iniurye  of  ye  pet  And  alsoe  the  sd  Mrs.  Masonn  hath  in 
a  most  inhumane  &  barbarous  manner  assaulted  &  vio- 
lentlye  beaten  yr  pet  sd  wife  to  the  breach  of  the  peace  ec 
Contempt  of  the  Lawe,  Ill  Example  of  others,  &  to  ye  pet 
great  damage.  The  premises  Considered  ye  pet  humblye 
Craveth  such  Reparation  of  these  high  abuses  as  yr  worps 
shall  finde  Consonant  to  lawe,  wth  Costs  of  suit  And  hee 
shall  pray  Recorded  4th  of  July  1655 

William  &  Mary  Quarterly,  Volume  20,  says  that 
Thomas  Binns  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  Surry  County 
as  early  as  1652.  He  married,  secondly  Elizabeth  Aston. 
In  1666  Col.  Walter  Aston  of  Charles  City  County  made 
his  will  and  named  his  sisters  Mary  Cocke  and  Elizabeth 
Binns.  Thomas  Binns  died  in  1669,  as  in  that  year  Mrs. 
Binns  was  entered  as  a  tithable  in  his  stead. 

Elizabeth  (Aston)  Binns  married  Francis  Mason  after 
the  death  of  her  husband.  Francis  Mason,  burgess  in 
1692 ;  born  1647 ;  died  1696,  was  the  son  of  James  Mason 
(who  stvled  himself  “James  Masonne  of  Mathews  Mount 
in  Surrye  Countye)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  the  same  Eliza¬ 
beth  who  “scandelizecl  &  defamed”  Martha,  first  wife  of 
Thomas  Binns. 

May  5,  1668 — Frances  Mason  aged  21  years  or  there¬ 
abouts  saith  that  ye  deponent  did  not  know  of  any  mare 
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horses  that  his  father  Mr.  James  Mason  had  in  Surry 
County  at  his  death  .  .  .  (Book  1,  page  305.) 

Surry  County  Levy  for  1692 — To  Mr.  Benj.  Harrison, 
Burgess  charge,  30  days  in  town  &  one  day  goeing  &  one 
day  returning 

To  Mr.  Fra :  Mason  the  same  (Order  Bk.  2,  p.  56.) 

Francis  and  Elizabeth  (Aston  Binns)  Mason  had  a 
daughter  Frances  who  married  Thomas  Holt;  and  a  son 
James  Mason  who  married  Elizabeth  Duke,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Henry  Duke  of  the  King’s  Council  from  1702  to 
1713.  He  died  in  1713. 

Will  of  Francis  Mason,  dated  November  4,  1696;  pro¬ 
bated  March  2,  1696/7. — -Legacies  to  Son  James  Mason, 
to  Daughter  Frances  Holt,  wife  of  Thomas  Holt,  Grand¬ 
daughter  Elizabeth  Holt,  Friends  Win.  Edwards,  Arthur 
Allen,  Thomas  Binns  (son  of  the  first  Thomas),  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Caufield,  Mrs.  Mary  White.  Wife  Elizabeth 
plantation  1  live  on  till  death.  Witnesses,  Arthur  Allen, 
Jos.  Coren,  Rich.  Hargrave.  (Bk.  5,  page  116.) 

Will  of  James  Mason  Wpiose  Wife  Was 
Elizabeth  Duke. 

...  It:  I  give  &  bequeath  to  Coll  Henry  Duke  Captain 
Tho  :  Holt  Major  Arthur  Allen  my  mother  Mason  Sister 
Holt  &:  Mary  White  to  each  of  them  term  Shills  to  buy 
a  Ring. — 

It:  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  niece  Mary  the  daughter 
of  Captain  Tho:  Holt  five  pounds  Sterling. 

It :  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Lt:  Thomas  Lane  my  Sword 
&  belt — 

lt:  If  my  wife  should  att  this  prsent  be  wth  Child  of  a 
Boy  1  give  &  bequeath  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  Ever  my 
plantacon  or  seat  of  Hand  whereon  I  now  Live  but  if  other 
waies  or  }e  sd  boy  should  dye  before  he  attain  to  Law  full 
Age  then  I  give  &  bequeath  my  sd  plantacon  or  Seat  of 
Land  to  my  Son  f  frauds  Mason  &  to  his  heirs  forever  & 
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I  likewise  give  my  sd  son  ffrancis  to  him  and  his  heirs 
for  Ever  ye  plantacon  or  tract  of  Land  whereon  my  mothr 
Mason  now  Lives.  And  all  ye  Rest  &  Remindr  of  my 
Estate — 

It:  1  give  &  bequeath  to  my  Loveing  wife  Elizabeth  my 
Son  ffrancis  and  (if  my  wife  be  wth  Child)  the  Child 
she  now  goes  wth  to  he  Equally  divided  between  ym  but 
if  in  Case  my  wife  Should  not  be  wth  Child,  or  happen  to 
miscary  therewth  it  is  then  my  Will  &  desire  my  sd  Estate 
be  Equally  divided  between  my  sd  loveg  wife  &  my  sd  Son 
wth  this  only  difference  yt  wt  ever  is  due  &  oweing  from 
me  to  ye  Estate  of  my  brothr  Bins  deed :  be  paid  &  taken 
out  of  my  wifes  part  &  I  likewise  hereby  make  ordain  & 
Constitute  my  Loveing  Wife  Elizabeth  my  Sole  Ex:  of 
this  my  Last  will  and  testamt.  .  .  .  Dated  March  31.  1701 ; 
proved  at  a  Court  held  at  Southwark  for  the  County  of 
Surry  13th  Sept.  1702.  Witnesses,  Chas.  Digby,  John 
Johnson,  Eliza.  Johnson.  (Bk.  1694-1709.) 

May  6,  1701 — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mason  by  deed  of  gift 
grants  to  her  Grandson  Francis  Mason  388/4  acres  of 
land  on  Pocatink  Swamp,  and  if  said  Francis  Mason  die 
before  he  comes  of  age,  and  without  issue,  the  land  to 
“my  grandson  Charles  Binns.” 

On  August  20,  1718,  Charles  Binns  sold  ninety  acres 
of  land  to  James  Bennett;  beginning  upon  “pocatinck 
Swamp  .  .  .  from  the  land  of  the  sd  Bennett  thence  down 
the  said  pocatinck  swamp  to  the  mouth  of  a  branch  then 
up  the  runn  of  the  sd  branch  .  .  .  the  same  being  part  of 
a  pattent  of  777  Acres  granted  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mason 
bearing  date  October  18,  1669  as  by  the  sd  patent  may 
appear  .  .  2’ 

From  the  Will  of  Elizabeth  (Binns)  Mason,  dated 
Sept.  20,  1713;  probated  Feby.  17,  1713/14;  legacy  to 
Granddaughters  Mary  Holt,  Katherine  l  icit,  Martha  Holt. 
Lucy  Holt,  Elizabeth  Holt,  Francis  Holt,  Jr.,  all  under 
age.  Friend,  John  Allen.  Executor,  John  Allen.  \\  it- 
nesses,  William  Edwards,  Tlios.  Binns,  John  Allen. 
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John  Duke  the  Elder,  John  Duke,  And  Matthew 

Duke. 

Will  of  John  Duke  the  Elder. 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  John  Duke  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  and  the  County  of  Warren  being1  of 
perfect  sound  sense  and  memory  thanks  be  to  Almighty 
Cod  for  it  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  to  wit,  as  follows 

Item,  I  lend  to  my  dutiful!  wife  Ruth  Duke  all  my 
Estate  during  her  natural  life  and  at  her  decease — - 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Tetitha 
Parrish  sixty  pounds  current  money  of  Virginia  to  be 
paid  in  actual  gold  and  silver  by  my  appointed  executors — 

Item  1  give  to  my  son  Simon  my  negro  man  Torn — 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Joel  Duke  my 
negro  man  James — 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Benjamin  Duke 
my  plantation  whereon  I  now  dwell  and  all  my  moveable 
Estate  without  and  within  also  my  negro  man  David  and 
my  negro  women  Lucy  and  Fillis  and  their  increase  for¬ 
ever — 

I  leave  my  wife  Ruth  Duke  and  my  son  Benjamin  Duke 
my  whole  and  sole  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  & 
Testament  in  witness  whereof,  etc.  Dated,  January  10, 
1784;  proved,  August  1787.  Witnesses  Samuel  Ross  (or 
Rose),  Sam’l  Crutchfield,  Ann  Duke,  Martha  Duke.  (  War¬ 
ren  Co.  Rec.) 

Ann  Duke  was  the  wife  of  Joel,  and  Martha  Duke  was 
the  wife  John  Duke,  supposed  son  of  John  Duke  the  Elder. 
If  a  son  had  been  provided  for  during  the  lifetime  of  his 
father,  he  was  often  not  mentioned  in  his  will. 

Matthew  Duke,  the  supposed  son  of  John  Duke  who 
married,  secondly,  Martha  Emerson,  made  his  will  and 
died  in  1819.  His  wife  was  Frances  Clanton,  widow,  who 
had  sons  Dudley  and  Abraham.  Matthew  had  sons 
Matthew,  Myrick,  and  Mark  C.  Duke.  In  Tennessee, 
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John  and  Martha  Duke  lived  next  to  Richard  Myrick 
(John  Duke’s  will). 

From  Warren  County,  N.  C.,  Tax  Lists: 

For  1799,  Captain  Burt’s  District . 

John  1  )uke  . . 750  acres. 

For  3  800,  Captain  Burt’s  District 

Phil  Duke  . 750  “  1  White  Pol! 

(son  of  John.) 

Most  of  John  Duke’s  children  were  named  for  Martha 
Emerson  s  family. 


Will  of  John  Duke. 

(Record  A— 1797-1810,  Pages  178-9 
Montgomery  County,  Tennessee) 


In  the  name  of  God  amen  I  John  Duke  being  of  sound 
and  perfect  mind  but  by  the  providence  of  Almighty  God 
am  laid  low  on  a  bed  of  affliction  well  knowing  that  it  is 
once  appointed  unto  all  men  to  die  I  therefore  commit  my 
soul  to  God  the  gracious  giver  of  all  blessings  who  has 
been  my  kind  preserver  from  my  infant  days  to  this  time 


I  give  all  my  body  to  the  dust  from  whence  it  was  taken 
desiring  to  have  a  decent  burial  I  therefore  constitute  this 
to  be  my  last  will  and  testament  and  my  desire  is  that  my 
business  be  conducted  in  the  following  plann  I  lend  to 
my  beloved  wife  Parsey  Duke  my  house  and  borne  planta¬ 
tion  whereon  I  now  live  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  with  every  advantage  thereunto  belonging  also  one 
negro  man  named  Cesor  and  one  negro  woman  named 
Jency  bis  wife  also  one  negro  woman  Isabel  and  an  old 
negro  woman  named  Lucey  which  said  land  and  slaves  1 
lend  and  bequeath  to  her  during  her  natural  life- or  widow¬ 
hood,  1  also  leave  with  and  lend  to  my  beloved  wife  Patsey 
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Duke  the  following  negros  (viz)  one  boy  named  Harry 
one  girl  named  Grace  one  negro  Ben  and  one  named  Lucy 
and  one  named  Liddy  and  Easter  to  be  under  her  manage¬ 
ment  and  direction  until  my  son  Samuel  Duke  arrives  to 
the  age  of  twenty  one  at  which  said  time  the  said  negros 
are  to  be  appraised  and  the  amount  to  be  as  equally  divided 
amongst  the  following  children  as  it  possibly  can  that  is  to 
say  if  one  is  worth  more  than  another  the  other  must  make 
it  up  and  the  children  named  are  as  follows  John  Duke, 
Eldy,  Samuel,  Becky,  Dicey  and  Caty  also  to  my  beloved 
son  John  Duke  I  give  and  bequeath  one  certain  tract  of 
land  containing  250  acres  lying  in  the  county  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  on  the  waters  of  Camp  Creek  it  being  the  tract  that 
did  formerly  belong  to  Richard  Mirick,  also  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Duke  one  tract  of  land  con¬ 
taining  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  lying  on  Cumberland 
River  above  Mirick’s  ferry  it  being  the  tract  that  I  bought 
of  Simpson  Harris,  I  also  lend  to  my  beloved  wife  Patsey 
Duke  all  my  household  and  kitchen  furniture  together  with 
all  my  stock  of  every  kind  that  is  to  say  horses,  cattle,  hogs 
and  all  the  perishable  property  to  be  with  my  wife  at  her 
discretion  until  my  son  Samuel  comes  to  an  age  of  twenty 
one  and  all  my  plantation  tools  of  every  kind  except  one 
sorrel  mare,  and  now  I  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
daughter  Sally  one  negro  woman  named  Pig  with  the 
child  she  now  has  with  her  child  named  Amey  I  price 
them  at  250  dollars  allso  one  mare  30  dollars  one  cow 
and  heffer  15  dollars  allso  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
daughter  Bartchet  a  proved  account  which  I  have  against 
the  estate  of  Richard  Mirick  deceased  to  the  amount  of 
$285.75  also  two  cows  and  calves  16  dollars  price  I  allso 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  my  said  daughter  Bartchet  to  re¬ 
deem  the  said  tract  of  land  that  she  now  lives  on  to  be 
redeemed  at  the  price  of  two  hundred  thirty  three  dollars 
and  one  third  to  be  paid  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  two 
years  from  this  date  the  said  money  to  be  paid  to  my  be¬ 
loved  wife  Patsey  Duke  I  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
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daughter  Nancy  one  negro  woman  named  Amey  with  her 
child  at  the  price  of  three  hundred  dollars  one  horse  30 
dollars  also  1  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Josiah  one 
negro  woman  named  Hannah  with  her  child  Jim  price 
300  dollars  3  also  give  to  my  son  Phillip  one  negro  hoy 
named  Tom  price  300  dollars  1  also  give  to  my  son  Mica- 
jail  one  negro  man  named  Ephraim  price  300  dollars,  J 
allso  give  to  my  daughter  Betsey  one  negro  girl  named 
Sally  price  300  dollars  I  allso  give  to  my  daughter  Polly 
one  negro  girl  named  Fanny  price  250  dollars  and  oiu 
sorrel  mare  price  50  dollars  the  mare  is  now  in  possession 
of  my  wife  Patsev  Duke  allso  one  feather  bed  and  furni¬ 
ture  price  15  dollars  allso  one  cow  price  8  dollars,  I  allso 
give  to  my  daughter  Patsev  one  negro  woman  named  Pose 
price  300  dollars  the  negro  to  be  taken  into  her  posession 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of-  the  time  for  which  she  is 
now  hired  out.  Also  I  give  to  my  daughter  Charlotte  one 
negro  girl  named  Lindah  price  200  dollars  one  mare  price 
80  dollars  allso  one  bed  and  furniture  15  dollars  allso 
one  note  of  hand  for  10  dollars  and  now  my  will  and  desire 
is  that  my  land  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina  be  sold 
bv  mv  three  sons  whom  I  do  constitute  to  be  the  Executors 


and  Sole  Managers  of  my  business  in  that  country  that  is 
to  say  my  sons  Josiah,  Phillip  and  Micajah  and  that  they 
account  to  and  settle  with  my  first  wiles  children  equally, 
mv  desire  allso  is  that  the  money  arriving  from  the  sale 
of  that  land  be  put  to  the  use  of  making  my  first  wife.- 
childrens  legeseys  even  and  proportionable  that  is  to  sax- 
each  one  to  be  equal  then  the  balance  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them  the  said  children,  I  give  into  the  hands  of  n;\ 
beloved  wife  Patsey  Duke  together  with  my  son  Phillip 
Duke  all  the  management  of  my  business  as  an  Executor 
and  Executrix  to  settle  my  business  agreeable  to  mv  will 
and  as  the  law  directs  ail  the  debts  that  is  due  to  mv  estate 


I  give  to  my  beloved  wife  after  she  pays  all  just  debts  that 
is  due  from  my  estate  for  her  own  use  and  the  support  ot 
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my  rising  little  family.  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  here¬ 
unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  3rd  day  of  April  3803. 

John  Duke  (Seal) 

I  est  S.  Trebbie,  Benj.  Whitehead 


John  Emerson’s  will  is  dated  March  6,  3  788.  Date  of 
probation,  May  3  788.  Witnesses  were  Matthew  Duke, 
Lewis  Bobbitt,  and  Wm.  Johnson,  Executrix,  Wife  Cath¬ 
erine,  and  son-in-law  John  Duke,  Executor.  He  leaves 
legacies  to  his  children  Martha  Duke,  William,  James, 
Polly,  Betsy,  John,  Henry,  Dicey,  and  Susanna. 


There  were  several  of  the  name  of  Henry  Duke  in 
Georgia : 

Henry  Duke,  Captain;  Certificate  of  Col.  Elijah  Clark 
that  he  was  commissioned  a  Captain  in  Battle  of  Minute 
Men,  1784  (Knight’s  Roster  of  Rev.  Soldiers  in  Georgia, 
page  70).  Same  source,  page  313,  , shows  Henry  Duke 
listed  as  Captain — Major. 

June  7,  1791 — Wilkes  County,  Georgia — Case  to  re¬ 
cover  lands  of  Henry  Duke,  dec’d.  brought  by  Thomas 
Dukes  as  guardian  of  the  orphans.  The  paper  states  that 
in  1775  Henry  Dukes  of  the  County  of  Wilkes  now  de¬ 
ceased  for  three  hundred  pounds  received  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Washington,  Wilkes 
County,  and  had  proceeded  to  erect  a  log  cabin  on  the  tract 
and  to  cultivate  part  of  it  until  the  year  1780  when  the 
said  Henry  Dukes  being  a  refugee  and  in  the  service  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  was  killed  and  dying  intestate  left 
four  infant  children  and  a  widow  :  Charles  Dukes,  Miriam. 
Thomas,  and  Henry,  and  Lettuce  Dukes  the  widow. 
Miriam  married  Jeremiah  Russell.  (This  paper  of  Henry 
Duke’s  Revolutionary  service  was  found  recently  by  Mrs. 
Edgar  Lemar  Smith,  of  Washington,  Ga.  in  the  cellar 
of  the  Court  house.) 

March  1,  1795,  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Henry 
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Duke  sold  land  in  Wilkes  County  as  “Duke”  not  “Dukes”. 
(Lincoln  Co.,  Ga.  record.) 

Will  of  Henry  Duke  of  Wilkes  County,  signed  1780; 
proved  1782 — names  son  Charles,  minor,  son  Thomas, 
daughter  Mary,  not  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  brothers 
Thomas  and  James.  William  Duke  was  one  of  the  ap¬ 
praisers  of  his  estate.  Henry  Duke’s  father  and  mother 
were  living  at  the  time  he  made  his  will,  in  1780. 

Adam  Syms 

There  was  an  Adam  Syms  in  New  Kent  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1683  :  Sarah  Allen,  Land  Patent,  400  acres,  in 
New  Kent  County,  in  1683,  on  the  south  side  of  the  York 
River  and  on  the  southeast  side  of  Ware  Creek,  beginning 
at  the  corner  tree  that  divides  this  land  from  the  land  of 
Adam  Syms . 

No  records  could  be  found  to  associate  this  Adam  with 
Adam  Symes  of  Surry  and  Brunswick  counties,  Virginia. 
But  of  course  not  all  the  many  Simses  who  were  early 
settlers  in  the  Colony  were  related,  and  it  may  have  been 
just  another  case  of  giving  a  first  son  born  in  the  new 
land  the  biblical  name  of  Adam,  as  this  seems  to  have 
been  a  custom  much  followed. 
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Brunswick  Co.,  37 
Bugg,  Sherw.,  78 
Bullock,  Agatha,  169 
Agnes,  169 
A.nn,  169 

Catherine  (Lewis),  169 
Catherine  L.,  169 
Eliza.  (Taylor  Lewis),  169 
Fanny  (Hawkins),  138,  169 
Hawkins,  169 
John,  169 

Leonard,  Henley,  1.38,  169,  220 
Mary  (Hawkins),  169 
Miss,  170 
Nathaniel,  169 
Sarah,  169,  211,  220 
Susanna,  169,  170 
William,  Col.,  169 
,  Zachariah,  169,  170,  171 
Burk’s  Line,  136,  137 
Burnham,  Alex.,  125 
Burt,  Rich.,  25 
Burton,  Abraham,  72 
Burwell,  Lewis,  85.  208 
Mary  G.  (Marshall),  140 
Mary  (Williams),  139 
Spotswood.  MO 
William,  139 
Busby,  Thos.,  21,  72 
Bushrod,  Eliza.,  31 
Mr.,  32 
Thos.,  31 
Bute  Co.,  38,  91 
Byrd-Dukc  Tic,  35 
Byrd,  Grace  (Stegge),  12,  16.  1? 
John,  12,  16,  17 
Mary  (Horsmanden) ,  17 
Nutty  (Ursula),  20.  21 
William  (first),  11.  12,  le,  16, 
17,  19.  20,  29.  38 
William  (second),  12.  17,  34, 
39,  93.  135 

Caerey  (Cavey?),  Peggy.  10v 
Caldwell,  H„  121 
Calhoun,  Jno.  C,  232,  233 
Campbell,  Jas.,  105 
Walter,  77 
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Caples,  Jno.,  72 
Capps,  Joshua,  145,  147 
Cardwell's,  78 
Carrington,  Jno.,  109 
John  J.,  113 
Mary,  111,  113 
Nancy,  113 
Carter,  Jas.,  87 
Cary  Family,  91 
John,  82 
Miles,  42,  76 
Peggy,  309 

Chalker,  Alva  B.  (Sims),  220 
Truman,  220 
Chapman,  Jno.,  72 
Chapell’s  Creel:,  43 
Charles  City  Hun.,  11,  35 
Chase,  Salmon  F\,  233 
Cheek,  Wm.,  148 
Christmas,  Hen.,  139,  140 
John,  93,  139 
Lewis  Y.,  38,  91,  92,  93 
Nancy  (Duke).  93,  139 
Patsey,  139 
Sally  (Duke).  93,  137 
Thos.,  93,  137,  139 
William,  161,  165 
Clack,  Tames,  208 
Molly,  208 
Sterling,  71 
William,  203 
Ciark,  Elijah,  80,  81 
Elisha,  88 
Eliza.,  221 

Georgia  (Robberscn),  221 
Henrietta  M.  (Hardyman),  55 
James,  55 
Robert,  221 
William,  74 
Clay,  Hcnrv,  232,  233 
Clerk,  Thos.,  148 
Clinton,  Mary  C.,  132 
Cleveures,  Eliza.,  24 
Cocke,  Family,  91 
Richard,  71 
Cock! in,  John,  34 
Coe,  Roht.,  18,  20 
Cogwell  (Coy  hill),  I  sham,  149 
Rcubin,  186.  196 
Zachariab,  186 


Cole,  John,  89 
Nelson,  129 
Coleman,  Jno.,  79 
Richard,  99 
Robt.,  85 

Collier,  Thos.,  72 
Condon,  David,  32,  34 
Elizabeth  (Scarsbrook),  32 
Cook,  James,  77 
John,  164,  165 
Joseph,  164 
Cooper,  H.  M.,  229 
John,  34 
Cosby,  Amy,  166 
County  Line,  77 
Courtney,  Clack,  84 
Cozart,  Anthony,  113 
Mary,  113 

Crabs  Corner.  150,  161 
Crabtree,  Jno.,  160 
Cross,  Jane.  5"5 
John,  55 

Cumbow,  John,  72 
Cunningham,  Robt.,  79 
Custis.  John,  24 


Daniel,  Hugh,  63 
Raleigh,  92 
Davis,  Corner,  78 
Jefferson,  220 
Jonathan,  137,  139,  140 
Lucv,  137,  168 
147  14S 

Winifred  (Duke),  137,  140 
Davison,  F.  M.,  229 
Jane  Sims,  230 
Malon,  229 
William  P„  225.  229 
William  P  ,  Jr.  229 
Dean’s  Line,  73,  76 
Dedman,  Phil,  34 
Delony,  Hen  ,  80 
Denhurst,  Robt..  43 
Dennard,  Thos.,  96 
Denis,  Capt.,  16 
Devany,  Jenkins,  131 
Dickerson,  Wm.,  212 
Dillard,  Win.,  113 
Dinson,  W  m..  161 
Doak,  John,  84,  85 


. .  , . 
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Dove,  Thos.,  106 
Dowdens,  A.,  132 
Drury,  Delilah  (Duke),  126 
Mills  (or  Miles),  126 
Dryden,  David,  225,  227 
Frances  (Sims),  214,  21.5,  222, 
226 

James,  214,  215,  222,  225,  226 
John  D.  S.,  227 
Margaret  (Craig),  227 
Mary  (McClure),  225,  226 
Nathaniel,  222,  225,  226 
Robert  M.,  226 
Thomas.  225  ,  226 
Dudley,'  Mildred,  76 
Miss,  76 

Dugar,  John,  89 
Dueass  (Duglass?),  A.,  211 
Duke,  Alice,  126 
Amy  (Cosby),  166 
Amelia,  112 
Andrew,  133 

Anne  (Bennett),  142,  158,  163, 
164,  165 

Anne,  89,  188,  191 
Arch.  L.,  200 
Beda,  112,  115,  116 
Benj.,  71,  142,  144,  148 
Bennett  C.,  142,  163,  164,  165 
Berry,  117,  118,  133,  199 
Betsy,  113,  118,  119 
Britain,  181,  191 
Britain  (son  of  Burwell,  Sr.), 
142,  150,  174,  175,  .176,  188, 
196,  197,  Indenture,  Britain, 
House  &  Bowers.  197-198; 


199,  census,  199 


Britain 

(son 

of 

Sam‘1 

1,  Sr.) 

.  76, 

77.  114,  1 

18, 

142; 

147, 

148; 

1 49, 

150, 

151 

-158, 

160, 

161. 

162 ; 

Will 

16. 

3-164 

:  165, 

166, 

167, 

173,  1 

76, 

177-1 

79,  181 

Brodie 

.  112 

Buckrs- 

;r,  81, 

111,  12C 

i,  121, 

122. 

123, 

125,  i 

126, 

132, 

133.  134 

Burwell.  Si 

:.  ( son 

of  S; 

im’l. 

Sr.) 

nr\ 

142, 

146, 

147, 

148. 

150, 

160. 

162, 

,  167, 

168, 

173. 

175, 

176,  177, 

179; 

Will, 

185- 

186; 

167, 

194. 

212, 

216 

Duke  (continued) 

Burwell  (son  of  Britain,  Jr.), 
174,  199 

Burwell,  Jr.  (son  of  Burwell. 
Sr.),  142,  150,  16s,  174,  176, 
183,  196 ;  Will,  200-201 
Burwell,  Jr.’s  Line,  196 
Cases  in  Court,  99,  100 
Catherine,  82 


Census  (1790),  130,  156.  157 
Chapel,  73 
Charles,  71,  84,  123 
Charlotte,  85,  86 
Caswell,  222 
Chatham,  200 
Clayton.  83 


Cresf  92 

Cleveurs,  166,  174,  187,  188 
Spelling  of  Cleveures,  L7 
Cleveurs  (son  of  Burwell,  Sr  ). 
142,  174,  175,  176,  181,  187, 


.13 


Dabney,  114,  142,  163.  164,  165. 


166 


Daniel,  142,  168  173,  174,  175. 

181,  194 
David,  81,  85 
Davis  W.,  197 
Deborah,  83 
Dicey,  1 1 1 

Dicey  (Jones),  111,  113 
Duke-Hawkins  Sprint,  158,  1 '  •  > 
Edmund,  85,  86,  124 
Edward,  Sir,  11 
Edv  143 

Elenor’ (Finch),  201 
Eliza.,  11,  33,  36,  83.  113,  118. 
119.  130,  142 

Eliza,  (dan.  of  Col.  Henrv) 
26.  30,  33,  35,  75.  77 
Eliza.  (Cleveures).  24 
Eliza.  ( Parham),  91 
Eliza.  (Ricketts).  117,  118.  199 
Eliza.  (Sherrell),  134 
Eliza.  (  Tavlor),  31,  35,  36.  3/, 
38,  39,  47,  48.  50.  51.  59-62. 
65,  66.  67,  69,  91,  92 
Eliza,  (wife  of  Wm.,  Si.),  90. 
94 

English  Home,  91,  92.  93,  94 
Emily,  83 


. 
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Duke  ( continued ) 

Eppes,  127,  128,  131,  132,  134 
Family,  92,  93 

Fanny  (Frances),  142,  168,  173, 
199,  203,  214,  215,  216 
Frances  (Hawkins),  167,  168, 
^  173 ;  Will,  186 
Frances  (Kearney),  184 
Frances  Eliza.,  199,  200 
Gideon,  133 

Green,  112,  115,  133,  142,  143 
Green  (son  of  Wnu,  Jr.),  70, 
91,  93,  137,  139,  140,  141,  167, 
173,  177 
Green  B.,  167 
Green  R.,  124,  133 
Grief,  113 

Hannah  (Grendon),  12,  18,  19, 
22,  23,  35,  37 

Flardymn,  106,  107.  113,  114, 
115,  117;  Will,  3 1S-1 19 ;  130, 
133,  165,  199 

Hardyman  (of  Georgia),  69, 
117,  124 

Hardy  (Hardyman),  127,  128, 
130,  131,  134 

Harold,  142,  143,  151,  160,  162, 
167,  173 

Henrietta,  142,  163,  197 
Henry,  25.  36,  37,  69,  81,  121, 
124 

Henry  (bro.  of  Qeveurs),  188 
Henry,  Col.  (New  Kent  Co.), 


Henry,  jr.  (of  James  City),  26, 
29 

Henry,  Col.  (of  Tames  City), 
24, '25,  26,  28,  29,  30,  31.  35, 
40,  75,  77 

Henry,  Capt.  (Prince  George), 
24,  *31,  35,  36,  37,  38,  47,  51, 
Inv.  58-62;  slaves  63-64;  69, 


9i 


Henry  (York  Co.),  24,  27,  33, 
34 

Henry  (son  of  Capt.  Henry), 
35,  36,  68,  69,  74.  83,  84 
Henry  T.  (grandson  Burwell, 


Sr.),  184 
Hicksey  A.,  202 
Holly,  142,  168,  173,  195 


Duke  ( continued ) 

Isham,  127,  128,  131,  134 
Jackson,  183,  201 
Jacob,  142 

James  (son  Win.,  Sr.),  69,  100 
James  (son  of  Tavlor),  120,  123 
James,  33,  36,  37,  81,  84,  85,  123, 
124,  187,  188 
Jane  Darnell,  199,  200 
Jane,  132 

Jane  (wife  of  John  Tavlor 
Duke),  73,  76,  77,  79,  80' 
Jane  (Rubberson),  199,  200 
Jane  (Scarsbrook),  27,  31,  32, 
34 

Joel,  71,  88,  89,  144.  145,  148 
John,  109,  111,  115,  118,  119, 

124,  142,  144,  147 

John  (son,  Capt.  Henry  of  P. 
George),  35,  36,  37,  63,  64,  65, 

70,  71.  72.  73,  74.  76,  77 
John  (York  Co.),  24,  27,  31,  33 
John  (son  of  Tohn  of  York), 

24,  27,  33 

John  (of  Orange  Co.,  N.  C.). 
38,  69,70,  96,97,  100,105,  106, 
107,  109,  HO,  111,  113,  114, 

125,  135,  143 

Corner  (John  of  Orange  Co.), 
107 

John  the  Elder,  70,  71,  87, 

104,  125,  129,  144,  145,  1 46, 
147,  148 

John  (second),  71,  104,  12c, 
129,  144,  145,  146,  147,  148 
John  T.  (gr.  son  of  Burwell, 
Sr.).  70,  183.  184 
John  Tavlor,  35,  36,  68,  69. 

71,  73.'  74,  76.  77,  78,  79,  S'. 
81,  82,  84,  85,  11.7,  122,  134, 
162 

John  Tavlor,  Tr.,  81,  82;  Will, 
82-83  ' 

John  Taylor  (son  of  Taylor). 
Ill 

John,  Maj.,  71,  84 
Joseph  (son  of  Wm„  Sr.;.  ■  °. 
81,  100.  105,  111,  120,  121,  125, 
Will  126-127;  134,  136,  144. 
147.  148 


' 
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Duke  (continued) 

Joseph  (son  of  John  Taylor, 
Duke,  Jr.),  82,  S3 
Joseph  W.,  190 
Jurors,  150 
Keziah,  81 

Keziah  (Anderson),  133,  134 
Kicker,  Jno.,  146 
Kicker’s  1  ine,  128,  145 
Kirkland,  112 
Land  Grants,  100-101 
Lettice  (Appendix) 

Lewis  Parham,  91,  167 

Louisa,  82 

Lucy,  .83,  189,  190 

Lydia  (Hansford),  24,  25,  26 

Lydia,  110 

Madison  G.,  190 

Maildav,  183 

Major,' 126,  129,  130,  144,  147 
Malinda,  112 

Martha,  76,  82,  126,  128,  142, 
148,  164,  197 

Martha  (Emerson),  129,  145 
Mary,  76^  91,  111,  115,  125,  126, 
127;  Will,  128;  129,  134,  161 
Mary  (Bobbitt),  184 
Mary  (Coznrt),  113 
Mary  M.,  86 
Mary  (Carrington),  111 
Mary  (Clinton),  112 
Mary  (Green),  70.  90.  93,  95, 
112,  135.  137,  140,  167,  212 
Marv  (Williams),  131 
Matthew,  104,  125,  129,  130,  131, 
132,  144,  147 
Michael,  130 
Military  Rec.,  154,  156 
Minor,  142,  164,  166 
Moses,  130 
Mordica,  133 

Myra,  142,  158,  163,  164,  165 
Myrick  W..  191 
Nancy,  81,  93,  137,  138,  142,  173, 
212 

Nancy  (Carrington),  113 
Nancv  (Ricketts),  1)7 
Nelson,  114,  118,  142,  163,  164, 
165 

Old  Corner,  137 
Patience,  142 


Duke  ( continued ) 

Patrick  II.,  188 

Petition,  101-103 

Philip,  145,  239 

Polly,  142,  173,  176 

Ransom,  127,  128,  131,  132,  188. 

189,  199 
Raleigh,  92 
Reany,  111,  116 
Rebecca,  133 
Rejoyce,  72,  73,  77 
Rev.  Army  Accts.,  N.  C.  155, 
156 

Richard,  187 

Richard  L.  (son  of  Britain, 
Jr.),  174,  188,  199 
Richard  L.  (son  of  Burwell, 
Sr.),  142,  173,  174,  175 
Richard  L.  (son  of  Sam’l.  Jr.), 
174,  189,  191,  199 
Richard  L.,  181,  191 
Robert  (son  of  Win.,  Sr.),  69, 
100 

Robert  (of  Orange  Co..  X.  C.), 
70,  100,  106.  107.  108.  109.  113 
Robert,  94,  112,  113,  130,  131. 

142,  162,  163 
Robert  B.,  200 
Robertson,  183 
Ruth,  71,  89,  144 
Sallv  (Sarah),  93,  137,  142.  176 
Sally  (Jordan),  117,  124 
Sampson,  142 
Samuel,  130,  142 


Samuel  (son,  John  of  Orange 

^  Co.),  70,  106,  107 

Samuel  (son,  Burwell,  Sr.), 


142.  173, 

174, 

176. 

188, 

1  s  0  • 

*  -  -  y 

^  Will,  190 

;  Inv 

.,  190-191 

Samuel.  Sr. 

(son, 

Min 

.  Sr.) 

.  69. 

76.  91,  94 

•,  97, 

101, 

112, 

11-k 

118,  124, 

142, 

143. 

144, 

1 15. 

146,  147. 

148, 

149, 

150. 

181. 

152,  to  15 

7,  160,  167 

,  173, 

176 

to  .179 

Samuel,  Sr. 

,  Mil 

imrv 

Rec.. 

1 54 

Samuel,  Sr 

-..  Si 

Sons  Ce 

ns  us 

Ret.,  156-157 


Samuel  (son  of  Sam't,  Sr.), 


' 
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Duke  ( continued ) 

Sarah  (wife  of  Taylor),  120, 
123 

Sherrod,  127,  129 
Simon,  71,  144,  145,  149 
Starling,  324,  142,  152,  167,  173, 
185 

Susanna,  74 
Susanna  (Gentry),  188 
Susanna  (Goodwin),  27,  33 
-Svmonds  (Simmons),  Tie,  77, 
162 

Tamar,  137,  139,  140.  147 
Taylor  (of  Georgia!,  69,  81, 
111,  117,  120,  121,  122,  123, 
133 


Taylor  (of  Orange  Co.),  38, 
106,  107,  109;  Children,  111, 
112,  113 

-Taylor  Tie,  162 

Taxables,  98,  144,  145-149; 

Fathers  &  Sons,  152,  153 
Taxables,  Sam’l,  Sr.  &  Sons, 
with  Census  Returns,  177-179 
Taxables,  Burwell.  Sr.,  &  Sons, 
with  Census  Ret.,  180-185 


Thomas,  26,  81,  82,  83,  117,  121, 

1  o  <  AA  «  f’,  f 


1  9'J  ion  1  0  s 

ii»v)(  I  P’E  iO  J 

Thomas  H.  (son  of 

Burwell, 

Sr.),  142.  174,  '75, 

176,  183. 

184.  185,  186.  196; 

Children, 

201-202 

Thomas  (sun,  John 

i  Taylor 

Duke),  82 

Tithabies,  84,  85,  98 
Troopers,  99 

Tryee,  109,  110 
Washington.  1 1 1 

William  (of  Georgia).  81.  82. 

117,  120,  122,  123.  124.  134 
William,  109,  111,  113,  115,  126, 
133,  142,  345,  M9 
William  Green,  70,  133.  215 
William  (of  Charles  Citv),  11 
to  16:  21  to  25;  35.  37,  38,  91 
William,  Sr.,  35  to  40;  69,  70, 
76,  77,  90,  91,  9C  96.  97;  Se¬ 
curity  for  Sam’l.  97-93:  99, 
100,  103,  104,  105,  125,  135, 
142,  143,  144 


Duke  (continued) 

William  (son  of  Wm.,  Sr.),  38, 
69,  70,  76,  90,  91  ;  93  to  98,  99, 
101,  112,  125;  135  to  139;  140, 
141  ;  144  to  148;  161,  167,  212 
William  (Orange  Co.,  N.  C., 
gr.  son,  Wm.,  Sr.),  70,  106, 
107,  111,  113,  114,  115;  Will, 
115-117;  118 

William  J.,  108,  111,  133 
William  Parham,  91,  137,  140, 
167 

Wilson,  188 

Winifred,  122,  123,  124,  J37, 
140,  T42 
Young,  142 

Dunn,  2.1  rs.  John,  45,  46 
Ishmacl,  76 
Wm.  Wilcox,  Dr,  48 
Durham,  Sam’l,  134 
Dysart,  Jas,  225 


Eaton,  C.  R,  149 
Thomas,  137 
William,  99,  335 
Eaves,  Nancv  (Duke),  173,  212 
Mill  Creek,  212 
Eelbanks,  Dan’l,  68 
Edgecombe  Co  ,  38,  69,  93 
Edmondson,  Robt.,  226 
Edwards,  John,  87 
Mary,  .105 
Matthew,  j  00,  105 
Nath’l,  73.  91 
William,  23 
Eldridge,  Thos.,  67 
William,  87 
Ellis,  John,  125 
Joseph,  108 

Emerson,  John,  129,  145 
Martha,  129,  145 

Eppes  (Epps,  Eps),  Angelica,  56 
Anne,  54 

Anne  (Hardyman) .  54,  56 
Anne  (Isham),  53,  206,  209 
Edmund,  54 
Eliza.,  56 

Eliza.  (Wayles),  54 
Eliza.  (Worsham),  51,  54 
Francis  (first),  51,  209 


' 


1 
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Eppes  {continued) 

Francis  (second),  40,  51,  52,  54, 
55 

Francis  (third),  51,  52,  53,  206, 
209 

Francis  (fourth),  53 
Francis  (son  of  Littlebury),  54 
Francis,  53.  54.  56,  62 
Henrietta  M.,  54,  57 
I sham,  209 
.Tames,  54 
John  Temple,  56 
John  Wayles,  54 
Lewellin,  53,  54,  56,  57 
Littlebury,  Col.,  29,  51,  52,  53. 
54 

Maria  (Jefferson),  54 
Martha  (Bolling),  54 
Martha  (wife  of  Littlebury), 
53,  54 

Mary,  51,  52,  54,  55 
Peter,  54,  56 
Richard,  54 

Sarah  (Pcythress),  56 
Temple,  57 
^  William,  51,  52 
Estes,  Benj.,  78 
L,  107 

Evans,  Eliza.,  87 
John,  87 
Shelton,  123 

Finch’s  Cor.,  211 
Elenor,  201 
John  (will),  201,  202 
Fishing  Creek,  101,  112,  136,  144, 
148,  149  :  District,  176 
Fitshugh,  Wm.,  24 
Flatt  Creek,  77 

Flatt  River,  105,  106,  107,  108. 
109,  110 

Fletcher,  Branch,  197 
Richard,  133,  134 
Flood,  Thos.,  30 

Flower  de  Hundred,  35,  45,  46.  47, 
48,  65,  67,  92 ;  Creek,  45 
Flowerdew,  Temperance,  45 
Foliot,  Edw.,  24 
Eliza.,  24 

Forney,  Christina,  217,  221 
Dan'l  M,  217 


Forney  ( continued ) 

Harriet  (Brevard),  217 
Nancy  (Abernathy),  217 
Peter,  Gen.,  217 
Foster,  J.  W.  Gen.,  230 
Jordan,  190 
William,  30,  31 
Fowler,  Dan’l,  88 
Franklin  Co.,  N.  C,  38 
Freeman,  John,  Jr.,  66 
Frohock,  John,  161 
Thos.,  161 

Fussell,  Aaron,  149 
Moses,  149 

Gamble,  John,  121 
Garrard,  Tryee,  109 
Garrott,  Mat.,  211 
Thomas,  149 
Gatlin  Cor.,  159 
Dempsey,  158 
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Rocky  Run  (Creek),  72,  76,  90 
Rogers,  Robert,  49 
Rolph,  Jane,  52 
Jane  (Povthress),  52 
John,  52 
Thomas,  52 
Bookings,  lane,  22 
William,  21 
Ross,  Jas.,  96 
Rossingham,  Edm.,  45 
Royal,  Katherine,  206 
Joseph,  206 


Sadler,  Ellen,  44 
John,  43,  44,  71 

Sandy  Creek,  97,  146,  149,  150, 
151,  153,  161,  167.  163,  174 
District,  167.  173,  177  to  185 
Scarsbrook,  Eliza.  (Bushrod),  31 
Eliza.,  32 
Hannah,  32 
Jane,  27,  32.  34 
John,  Col,  27,  31,  34 
John,  32 
Martha,  32 
Mary,  32 

Sebail,  David,  151 
Sevier,  Col.,  218 
Shakespeare,  Judith,  44,  46 
William,  44 
Shaw,  W.  M.,  HO 
Eliza.,  110 
Geo.  B.,  171 
Shepherd,  Edw.,  83 
Emily  (Duke),  83 
Sherman,  M.,  42 


Sherrell,  Eliza.,  134 
Sherrod,  James,  161 

Sherwood. - ,  21 

55hields,  Chas.,  191 
Shocco  Creek,  158,  159 
Short,  Wm.,  63 

Simmons  (Symonds),  Cor.,  161 
-Duke  Tie,  77,  162 
John,  19,  162 
Peter,  77,  161,  162 
Rebecca,  19 
Thomas,  19,  37,  38,  61 
Sims  (Symes,  Syms,  Simes, 
Simms L  Adam,  Sr.,  170,  203; 
Will,  204-205;  206,  207.  208, 
209,  21 1 

Adam  (second),  204,  207 
Adam,  Jr.  ( son  of  George),  170 
Alva  B.,  220 
Ben].,  207 

Beni.  L.,  168,  170,  173.  175,  195, 
203,  211,  213 
Benj.  York,  213 
Briggs,  Sr.,  1.68,  169,  170,  173, 
175,  195,  199,  203,  211,  212, 
213,  214,  215,  216,  220,  221, 
224,  226 

Briggs  G..  214,  215,  218.  219 
Briggs  (son  of  James),  213 
Burwell  Duke,  214  to  220 
Census  (Greene  Co.  Mo.).  223, 
224 


Charles,  204 
David,  170,  3  72,  204 
Delphia  S„  214,  215,  221,  222 
Dotson  Adams,  220 
Elisha,  170 

Eliza  (Adams),  215,  219 
Eliza  A.  (Montgomery) .  219 
Elvira  (Elva)  D.,  199,  214.  215, 
220 

Fanny  (Duke),  16S,  173,  199. 
203,  214,  215,  216,  220,  221. 
224,  226 

Frances,  173.  174.  214,  215.  222. 

224,  226,  227,  229 
Frederick.  207 

George  (Surry  Co.,  Va.),  204 
George  (son,  Adam,  Sr.).  170. 
203,  204,  205.  20 7,  208,  209. 
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Sims  (continued) 

George  (son  of  George),  170, 

.  171 

George  (son  of  Briggs,  Sr.), 
214,  215,  216 

Harriet  I.  (Robberson),  220 
Henry  Upson,  170 
Herbert,  115 

Holly  (dau.  of  Briggs,  Sr.), 
214,  215,  216 

Holly  (Duke),  16b,  173,  195 
Holly  (dau.  Benj.  York),  213 
Honour  (Light foot),  207 
Howell,  209 
I sham,  204,  206,  209 
James,  204,  213 
Jesse  Green,  70 

John  (son,  Adam,  Sr.)  ,  204,  207 
John  (of  Granville  Co.,  N.  C.), 
170,  211,  220 
John,  207,  209,  217,  223 
Tohn  M.,  214,  217 
John  W.,  168,  370.  195,  203,211, 
212,  213 
Joseph,  169 

Leonard  R„  170,  239,  220 
Leonard  M.,  219 
Littleton,  170,  171,  172 
Lucy,  207 

Lucv  (George),  209 

Mary,  204,  207,  214,  217,  218, 

90] 

MW  j 


Mary  Ann,  217 
Mary  Ann  (Adams),  215,  217 
Mary  (Isham),  204,  205,  206 
Mathilda  (Allison),  215,  218 
Millington,  208,  209 
Nancy,  214,  215.  222 
Nancy  217,  218 
Nancy  (Carrington),  113 
Nancy  (Hamblin),  216 
Nancy  (Hendrick),  213 
Polly  (Mary).  111.  214 
Rachel  (Muckdrov),  216 
Robert  W.,  214,  215,  217,  224 
Robert  Swepson,  219 
Sally,  214,  215,  222 
Sarah,  207 

Sarah  (Bullock).  170.  211, 
Sarah  (Swepson)  219,  220 
Sirns-Hawkir-s  Still,  168,  .195 


0'>f 


Sims  (continued) 

Susanna  (Bullock),  170 
Swepson,  219 
Taxables,  213 

William,  170,  171,  204,  222 
Zachariah  (son  of  Elisha),  170 
Zachariah  (son,  Briggs,  Sr.). 
170,  214,  215,'  217,  219,  220, 
222,  224 

Zachariah  (son  of  George), 
^  170,  203,  211,  216 
Zachariah  Briggs  (son  of  Bur- 
well  D.),  219 
Sinclair  Line,  88 
Sissum  Line,  77 
Thomas,  72 
William,  72 
Sizemore,  Win.,  120 
Skelton,  Bathurst,  53 
Martha  (Wayles),  53 
Reubin,  53 
Skipwith,  Henry,  54 
Robert,  53 

Tabitba  (Wayles),  54 
Slcdge-Bishop-Farker  Story,  191- 
193 

Sledge,  Joel,  164 
Vcnnetta,  191 
Smith,  Bryan,  31,  33 
Creek  District,  149 
Dorothy  (Tucker),  31 
Goodman,  211 
Line,  76.  160,  212 
Louisa  (Duke),  82 
Smyth’s  Mount,  18 
Snare,  Harry,  218 
Maude  (McClure),  218 
Snead,  Jonathan,  109 
Soloman,  1.  B.,  191 
Jere,  201 

Southall,  Jas.  B.,  78,  91 
Speed,  John,  78,  85 
Spottswocd,  Cob,  24 
Spratline-,  A.,  29 
Sproul,  Eliza.  J„  220 
\V.  D.,  222 

Stagg,  James,  111,  113 
Judith,  108 

Mary  (Duke),  111.  133 

Staley, - ,  105,  106 

Stark,  Wm.,  74 
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Stegge,  Eliza.,  11,  16,  17,  18,  19 
Grace,  12,  16,  17 
Sarah  (Harris),  12,  15,  16,  17, 
18,  19 

Thos.  Col,  Sr,  11,  16,  18,  38 
Thos.  Col,  Jr,  11,  16,  17,  18 
Stephens,  Eliza.  (Persey),  46 
Richard,  46 
Stewart,  Cbas,  76 
^  W.  G,  229 

Stith,  Drewry  (Drury),  71 
John,  41 
Miss,  55 

Stockton,  Thos,  171 
Stokes,  David,  55 
Strange,  Owen,  79 
Stringer,  Sam’l,  19 
Sutton,  Jas,  106 
Swan,  Mary,  208 
Sarah,  208 
Thos,  208 
Swem,  E.  G,  S3 
Swepson,  Sarah,  219,  220 
Sykes,  Bernd,  13.  1-1,  15 
Symonds  (Simmons),  Cor,  161 
-Duke  Tic,  77,  162 
John,  19,  162 
Peter,  77,  161,  162 
Rebecca,  19 
Thomas,  19,  37,  38,  61 

Tabb’s  Creek,  160 
John,  80 

Talbott,  John,  121 
Midi);  49 
William,  214 

Tan  Vat  Branch,  104,  105,  129 
Tapley.  Adam,  77 
H,  71 
Jane,  7o,  /o 
Thos,  76 
Tatum,  Rich,  73 
Taylor,  Catherine,  169 
Creek,  77.  78.  161,  162 
-Duke  Tie.  162 
Edmund,  86 

Eliza.  (Duke  Mason),  26,  30, 
31,  35,  75,  77 

Eliza,  (dau.  of  Capt.  John),  31. 
35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  47,  48,  50, 
51,  58,  59,  62,  63,  65.67,  69,  91 


Taylor  ( continued ) 

Eliza,  (dau.  of  Col.  John),  169 
Etheldred,  31,  75,  76.  77 
Frances,  50,  51,  66.  68 
Francis,  161 

Henrietta  M.,  38,  47,  48,  50,  51, 
55,  66 
Henry,  75 
James,  75 

John,  Capt.,  35,  40,  41.  42.  43, 
45,47;  Will,  48-50;  51,  55,  56, 
58,  59,  63,  65,  68 
John,  44,  75 
John,  Col.,  86,  169 
Margaret,  43 
Mary,  76 
Rebecca,  75 

Richard,  40,  41,  47,  50,  75,  86 
Sam’l,  75 

Sarah,  38,  47,  50,  51,  54,  55,  56, 
65,  66 

Sarah  (Barker),  40,  47 
Thomas,  78,  79,  80 
William,  75 
Terrell,  John,  202 
William,  123 

Thomas,  Ann  (Hawkins),  138, 
158,  212 
Atha,  165 

Micajah,  138,  158,  212 
Line,  158 

Thompson,  John,  Dr.,  31 
Son,  21 

Thornton,  Henry,  150,  161 
Mill  Creek,  196 

Three  Creeks,  71,  72,  73,  75,  83, 
90 

Tilley,  John,  106 
Timms,  Hollis,  88 
Tirrey,  Dorothy,  23 
John,  23 

Tobacco  Point.  45 
Transylvania  Co.,  169 
Triplett,  Mary,  121 
Troper  Tract,  109 
Trvon  Association,  170 
Tryon,  Gov.,  138 
Tucker,  Dan’l,  31 
Dorothy,  31 
Mck'endree,  83 
Turner,  James,  132 
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Turner  ( continued ) 

Joseph,  147 

Thomas,  132;  Tax  List,  146; 
147,  148 

T witty,  Thos.,  73,  84 
Tyler,  Dr.  L.  G.,  53 
John,  56,  112,  222 
Rachael,  56 
Tyre,  James,  82 


Van  Dyke,  Ann  (Bullock),  169 
Henry,  169 
Vaughan,  Jas.,  106 
W.,  72  : 

John  J.,  183 
Reubin,  79 


Wagnon,  John,  79 
Walker,  Geo.,  125 
Hardige,  125 
James,  107 
John,  83 
Mariah  B.,  188 
Thomas,  1S8 
Wall,  Mich’l,  73 

Wallace  (Wallis), - .  76 

David,  63 
John,  89 

Walton,  Geo.,  73 
Howell,  121 
Ward's  Line,  78.  79 
Solomon  G.,  190 
Warmouth’s,  161 
Warner,  Aug.,  169 
Mildred  (Read),  169 
Warren,  County,  38,  93 
William,  110 
Washington,  Gen.,  138 
Water’s  Branch,  150,  151,  161 
Watson,  John,  79 
William.  79,  80 
Watts,  Thos.  D.,  109 
Wayles,  Ann,  53 
Elizabeth,  53,  54 
John,  53,  54 
Martha,  53,  54 
Martha  (Eppes),  53.  54 
Tabitha,  53,  54 


Webb,  David,  172 
James,  109 
Lewis,  158,  164 
W.  C,  184 
Webster,  Dan’l,  232 
Welback,  Rich.,  21 
Wells,  Sam’l,  104 
M.,  160 

West,  Frances,  46 
Nathaniel,  46 
John,  Gov.,  46 
Westover,  17,  93,  135 
Hundred,  11 
Papers,  17 
Parish,  11,  18 
Weynoke,  Hundred,  11 
Parish,  11 
Tanks,  45,  46 

Whatley,  Mary  (Duke),  126,  134 
Oran,  125 
Pheneas,  134 
■  Walton,  125 
Willis,  125 
Wilson,  126,  134 
Wheeler,  Nevet,  15 
White,  Nicho.,  164 
Wilkins,  Douglas,  207 
Edmund,  207 
Rebecca  (Wyche),  207 
Pvobcrt,  65 

Tabitha  (Wyche),  207 
Willcox,  John  V.,  47 
Susanna  (Poythress),  47 
William  M.,  48 
Williams,  A.,  110 

Agnes  (Bullock  Keeling),  169 
Allison,  139 
Beni.,  131 


Erasure,  85 
Elisha,  165 
James,  107.  139 
John,  Col.,  100,  169 
Mary,  131.  139 
Patsey  (Christmas),  139 
William,'  74.  198 
Williamson,  M  80.  81.  82 
Willingham,  Catherine  (Di 
82' 

Willis,  Peter,  89 

Wills.  Dclphia  nephroma, 


ikcl 

214 


215, 
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Wills  ( continued ) 

Gray,  221 

Robert,  215,  221,  222 
Windmill  Point,  45,  48,  68 
Winston,  Geo.,  114 
Witherspoon,  David,  107 
Wood,  Branch,  160 
Mich’l,  160 
H.  A.,  162 
Woof,  John,  62 
Worsham,  Chas.,  52 
Elizabeth,  51,  52,  54 
John,  52 
Mary,  52 
William,  51 
Wortham',  las.,  139 
Mary,  140 
Nancy,  139,  140 
Tamar  (Dukel,  139.  140,  W 
William,  139,  140,  147 
Wright,  Calvin  C.,  Rev.,  221 
Griffin,  165 
John,  221 


Wright  ( continued ) 

Mary  (Headlee  Montgomery), 
221 

Penina  (Dale),  221 
Wyatt,  Anthony,  22 
Nicholas,  Gem.  13,  14,  21,  22 
Wyche,  Rebecca,  207 
Tabitha,  207 
Tabitha  (Sims),  207 
Wynne,  Joshua,  29 
•  Mary,  63 
Obadiah,  123 
Thomas,  122,  123 

Yarborough,  A.,  164 
Charles,  161 
Sam’i,  109,  110 
Olios.,  165 

Yeardley,  Sir  Geo.,  45,  46 
Jasper,  42 

Temperance  (Flowerdew),  45 
Young,  Francis,  88 
M.  Cadet,  79 
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